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: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS :

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, June 26, 2007, a City Council Meeting was held this date at 6:15 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, with Mayor Jim Ardis presiding.  

ROLL CALL

Roll call showed the following Council Members were physically present:  Gulley, , Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10; Jacob (attending by electronic means) - 1; Absent:  None.

PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS, ETC.

PROCLAMATION: 
STERLING MERIT AWARD WINNERS

MINUTES

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on June 19, 2007, as printed, with a correction to the Yea Votes on Page 28145 under Item Nos. 07-350 and 07-351 from “10 Yeas” to “9 Yeas”; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OF PEORIA

CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE, for the City of Peoria, with Recommendations as Outlined:
(07-354)
NOTICE of LAWSUIT Filed on Behalf of JOHNATHAN M. COURSEY Regarding a Police Incident on June 4, 2006, with Recommendation to Receive and File, and Refer to the Legal Department.
(07-355)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 
  *
Requesting Approval of the FINAL PAY ESTIMATE for the OAKVIEW DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT, in the Amount of $4,557.50 or 17.6% Over Contract Amount.
(07-356)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of the LOW BID of C&G CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION, in the Amount of $185,238.95, for SINR CONTRACT #32 for SIDEWALK REPLACEMENT on JOHNSON, McBEAN, and MARTIN from MacARTHUR to WESTERN and MISCELLANEOUS ADDRESSES.
(07-357)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of a SIDEWALK CAFÉ for BACCI PIZZA EXPRESS at 1222 W. BRADLEY AVENUE.
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(07-358)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 
  **
Growth Management Requesting Authorization to ISSUE a CEASEFIRE REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL with Scoring Criteria and to Establish an RFP REVIEW COMMITTEE.
(07-359)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works with Recommendation from the Board of Local Improvements to Adopt  ORDINANCE NO. 16,150 Providing for the PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT of an ORNAMENTAL STREET LIGHTING IMPROVEMENT PROJECT on WEST MELBOURNE AVENUE, as Outlined.
(07-360)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  ***
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending CHAPTER 4 of the Code of the City of Peoria Pertaining to FAILURE to INOCULATE ANIMALS.
(07-361)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management with Recommendation to Adopt ORDINANCE NO. 16,151 Amending APPENDIX B, the Permanent Zoning Ordinance of the City of Peoria, by MODIFYING the BOUNDARIES of the RENAISSANCE PARK OVERLAY DISTRICT (ORPN) to Include Certain Property within the BRADLEY UNIVERSITY INSTITUTIONAL PLAN AREA, and to Exclude Property Generally Located Between UNIVERSITY STREET, COLLEGE AVENUE, DURYEA PLACE, and the ALLEY NORTH of MOSS AVENUE, Property at the CORNER of MOSS AVENUE and SHERIDAN ROAD, and Property Generally Located Between JEFFERSON AVENUE on the Southeast, MONROE STREET on the Northwest, WAYNE STREET on the Northeast and WM. KUMPF BOULEVARD on the West, from the RENAISSANCE PARK NEIGHBORHOOD OVERLAY DISTRICT.
(07-362)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller 
  ****
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending the CITY OF PEORIA BUDGET for FISCAL YEAR 2007 Relating to the LIBRARY GRANTS, GIFTS, and MEMORIALS, in the Amount of $77,406.00.
(07-363)
APPOINTMENT and REAPPOINTMENTS by Mayor Jim Ardis to the HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION, with Recommendation to Concur:
APPOINTMENT:

Patricia Kenny (Voting) - Term Expires on 6/30/2009


REAPPOINTMENTS:

Paul Masick (Voting) - Term Expires 6/30/2010

Robert L. Powers (Voting) - Term Expires 6/30/2010

(07-364)
PEORIA PUBLIC LIBRARY FINANCIAL REPORT and STATISTICAL REPORT for MAY 31, 2007, with Recommendation to Receive and File.
Mayor Ardis questioned if the Council wished to have any of the Consent Agenda items removed for further discussion. 
Council Member Nichting requested that Item No. 07-360 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion. 
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Council Member Spears requested that Item No. 07-355, 07-358, and 07-362 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion. 
Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Item Nos. 07-354 through 07-364 (excluding Item Nos. 07-355, 07,358, 07-360, and 

07-362, which were removed for further discussion) were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

(07-355)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 
  *
Requesting Approval of the FINAL PAY ESTIMATE for the OAKVIEW DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT, in the Amount of $4,557.50 or 17.6% Over Contract Amount.
In discussion with Council Member Spears, Director of Public Works Steve Van Winkle explained the Oakview Drainage Improvement Project was initiated because there was structural damage that was threatening the integrity of the road.  He said during the improvement work, the workers found there was a need for some additional storm sewer pipe, which caused the project to go over the contract amount.  He said the project was located along the public right-of-way and did not involve private property.

Council Member Spears said there was a drainage problem in his District and the road was being washed away.  He said he would like this drainage problem to become a top priority.

In further discussion with Council Member Spears regarding a memo outlining how priorities were set for drainage problems for funding this year, Director of Public Works Steve Van Winkle explained, if the problem that would be caused by not making a repair exceeded the priority of another project and it was considered to be a threat to either public or private property, then the project would be moved forward on the priority list.    
Council Member Spears moved to approve the Final Pay Estimate for the Oakview Drainage Improvement Project, in the amount of $4,557.50 or 17.6% over the contract amount; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

(07-358)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 
  **
Growth Management Requesting Authorization to ISSUE a CEASEFIRE REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL with Scoring Criteria and to Establish an RFP REVIEW COMMITTEE.
Council Member Spears moved to authorize the issuance of a CeaseFire Request for Proposal with scoring criteria and to establish an RFP Review Committee and amend the wording to “CeaseFire like model” Request for Proposal due to not knowing how the State would budget this request, and because it might not have the CeaseFire stamp of approval if only City dollars would to be used, or if State Legislators would not be able to bring back the needed resources to fund the program; seconded by Council Member Spain.
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Mayor Ardis thanked Council Member Spears for continuing to push this initiative forward. He said the City had funded $50,000 for the CeaseFire Program in the 2007 City Budget and  funding had been requested through the State Legislature for an additional $200,000.  

Council Member Sandberg referred to public nuisances and chronic crime problems in housing complexes.  He said it was his understanding that several homicides had occurred in public housing complexes, which were operated by the Federal Government and administered by local authorities.  He said he would like to see copies of the letters regarding nuisances putting the owners of the housing complexes on notice that, if the property owners didn’t address these public nuisances and chronic crime problem areas, action would be taken against these properties.  He said he would like a better understanding from the City Administration regarding how current laws and processes that had been developed would be used to compliment a CeaseFire like program to reduce the violence.    
Motion to authorize the issuance of a CeaseFire Request for Proposal with scoring criteria and to establish an RFP Review Committee and amend the wording to “CeaseFire like model” Request for Proposal due to not knowing how the State will budget this at this time, and because it might not have the CeaseFire stamp of approval if only City dollars would be used, or if State Legislators would not be able to bring back the needed resources to fund the program, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

(07-360)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  ***
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending CHAPTER 4 of the Code of the City of Peoria Pertaining to FAILURE to INOCULATE ANIMALS.
Council Member Nichting moved to defer this item for four weeks until the July 24, 2007, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Motion to defer this item until the July 24, 2007, Regular City Council Meeting was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

(07-362)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller 
  ****
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending the CITY OF PEORIA BUDGET for FISCAL YEAR 2007 Relating to the LIBRARY GRANTS, GIFTS, and MEMORIALS, in the Amount of $77,406.00.
Council Member Spears said he was pleased that grants were being used by the Peoria Public Library, but he felt it was important for the Library Board to be initiating fundraising for their expansion and remodeling projects. He urged members of the Library Board to lobby our Congressman and State Legislators for funds to reduce the burden on taxpayers.
Council Member Spears moved to adopt the Ordinance amending the City of Peoria Budget for Fiscal Year 2007 relating to the Library Grants, Gifts, and Memorials, in the amount of $77,406.00; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.

ORDINANCE 16,152 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
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(07-365)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting Authorization and Direction for the Staff to CONTINUE NEGOTIATING with DISTRICT 150 to Arrive at INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENTS Pertaining to the WAREHOUSE DISTRICT TIF and EAGLE VIEW TIF.
Council Member Gulley moved to direct the City Manager to continue negotiating with School District 150 to arrive at Intergovernmental Agreements pertaining to the Warehouse District TIF and Eagle View TIF; seconded by Council Member Turner.
In discussion with Council Member Sandberg regarding how these negotiations would affect the adoption of Ordinances regarding the Warehouse District TIF and Eagle View TIF, City Manager Randy Oliver explained any Intergovernmental Agreement would be a separate and local agreement between the City of Peoria and District #150 and would not amend the proposed Ordinances in any way.  He added the proposed Ordinances creating the TIFs and the agreement would be restrictive and would address common interests both parties had in achieving certain objectives. 

Council Member Spain said he learned in conversations with School District #150 Superintendent Ken Hinton and School Board President Gorenz that both were comfortable that a good faith effort would be made to work out an agreement to be mutually beneficial to allow the School District to be a partner in some of the growth that may occur within the proposed TIFs.  

Council Member Nichting said he would be abstaining from voting and discussion because he owned property in the Warehouse District TIF area.

Council Member Manning commended City Manager Oliver and Director of Economic Development Craig Hullinger for their good faith discussions and negotiations on this matter. He said this had never been done before by previous Councils and he commended everyone involved in this new manner of proceeding. 

Following a brief discussion with Corporation Counsel Randy Ray, Council Member Gulley said he would withdraw his motion because he felt he should abstain from the vote due to his ownership of property in the Eagle View TIF area.

Council Member Montelongo moved to direct the City Manager to continue negotiating with District 150 to arrive at Intergovernmental Agreements pertaining to the Warehouse District TIF and Eagle View TIF; seconded by Council Member Manning.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None;

Abstentions: Gulley, Nichting - 2.
 (07-366)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of ONE of the Following:
A.
Recommendation from the Zoning Commission to Adopt an ORDINANCE 
Granting a SPECIAL USE in a Class C-1 (General Commercial) District for a BEER GARDEN for Property Located at 426 E. WAR MEMORIAL DRIVE, with a CLOSING TIME of 1:00 A.M.;
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B.
Recommendation from City Staff to Adopt an ORDINANCE Granting a SPECIAL USE in a Class C-1 (General Commercial) District for a BEER GARDEN for Property Located at 426 E. WAR MEMORIAL DRIVE, with a CLOSING TIME of 12:00 A.M.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and was prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Manning moved to defer this item until the July 10, 2007, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.

Motion to defer this item until the July 10, 2007, Regular City Council Meeting was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Jacob - 1.
(07-367)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic Development Requesting Adoption of the Following ORDINANCES Regarding EAGLE VIEW TIF:
A.
ORDINANCE Approving the EAGLE VIEW TAX INCREMENT REDEVELOPMENT PLAN and PROJECT;

Council Member Gulley said he would be abstaining from voting and discussion due to his ownership of property in the Eagle View TIF area.
Director of Economic Development Craig Hullinger and Development Specialist Bobby Gray gave a brief presentation summarizing the Eagle View TIF area.

Council Member Jacob commended the City Staff on their efforts toward this project.  He explained there had been a tremendous amount of work accomplished behind the scenes, which included educating the public regarding the details of the TIF.  He said the Eagle View TIF area desperately needed development and upgrading and there were some outstanding projects planned for the area.  He added there were still some challenges and obstacles that needed to be overcome, and establishing a TIF was just the beginning. He said there were some serious issues and expense that would be involved in getting much of the property out of the flood plain. He said the TIF would be used to support businesses already established in the area and would be used to attract additional businesses and jobs to the area. 
Council Member Jacob moved to adopt the Ordinance approving the Eagle View Tax Increment Redevelopment Plan and Project; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Council Member Sandberg discussed the need to enhance the appearance of arterial streets, and he expressed concern that there was no percentage of increment that would be set aside for public improvements. He questioned how there would be assurance that all the tax increment would not be used to raise the land.  He said he wanted to be assured that all the money would not be paid to a developer.  

Director Hullinger said a Redevelopment Agreement would need to be negotiated with the developer in each case.  He said the Staff would negotiate the best deal possible, but the City Council would have final approval.  He further explained a whole new infrastructure would be 
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built, the area would need to be lifted with new roads, streets, and sewers.  He said they had been advised it would cost $125,000 per acre just for the City’s 25 acres, and he pointed out  fully improved industrial property could be developed in nearby communities for far less than that amount.  He said this was the reason a TIF would be required to fill the gap. 

Council Member Sandberg questioned if TIF commitments would be tied to jobs in this area.  He also questioned how the financial commitment would be measured.

Director Hullinger said the City needed both jobs and big company development to raise the EAV.   

Council Member Sandberg referred to Adams Street, between Krause Street and Bartonville, and he expressed concern there was nothing in the TIF plan or program that addressed narrowing the street and removing the impediments which had deterred local businesses years ago.  
Director Hullinger said there was a study underway to plan how the Adams Street corridor should be changed.  He said it was agreed the street should be narrowed and funds devoted to enhancing the appearance of the street.  He said there was $10 million in the State’s Capital Improvement long range plan and some of those funds should be used to begin improving this corridor.  He said businesses in this area also supported removing the median in the middle of the street.  
Council Member Sandberg expressed concern that one of the most imperative elements to the success of the redevelopment and revitalization of this area was State-controlled.  
Director Hullinger said the State was agreeable to narrowing the street to five lanes and the State was willing to provide funding, which was a good start.  He said TIF and Enterprise Zone generated funds would still be needed to assist the businesses to redevelop.  

Council Member Sandberg indicated that the Heart of Peoria Plan stated five lane roads were still too hostile for the vision of small neighborhood retail businesses. He said he wanted this redevelopment to move forward, but he did not feel a five lane street would enhance small businesses.
Council Member Spears said during elections it was often stated the best way to solve crime was to provide jobs, so he felt redevelopment agreements for this area should provide jobs for people in nearby neighborhoods.  He said companies that developed in the area should be required to hire a certain percentage of people from the area. 

Council Member Spears stated before this comes back to Council, the City Council should be aware of any incentives those companies had already received and what incentives had been offered by the City.  He said, as these developments came forward, he felt it was important for the Council to be aware of this information.

Council Member Manning thanked former Senator Shadid for his efforts and leadership in securing $10 million for the Southern Gateway, which would encompass both TIFs. 
Motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 16,153 approving the Eagle View Tax Increment Redevelopment Plan and Project was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None;

Abstention: Gulley - 1.
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B.
ORDINANCE Designating the EAGLE VIEW REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA;

Council Member Gulley said he would be abstaining from voting and discussion due to his ownership of property in the Eagle View TIF area.

Council Member Jacob moved to adopt an Ordinance designating the Eagle View Redevelopment Project Area; seconded by Council Member Turner.
ORDINANCE NO. 16,154 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None;

Abstention: Gulley - 1.
C.
ORDINANCE Adopting TAX INCREMENT FINANCING for the City of Peoria in Connection with the Designation of the EAGLE VIEW REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA.
Council Member Gulley said he would be abstaining from voting and discussion due to his ownership of property in the Eagle View TIF area.

Council Member Jacob moved to adopt an Ordinance adopting Tax Increment Financing for the City of Peoria in connection with the designation of the Eagle View Redevelopment Project Area; seconded by Council Member Turner.
ORDINANCE NO. 16,155 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None;

Abstention: Gulley - 1.
(07-368)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic Development Requesting Adoption of the Following ORDINANCES Regarding the WAREHOUSE DISTRICT TIF:
A.
ORDINANCE Approving the WAREHOUSE DISTRICT TAX INCREMENT REDEVELOPMENT PLAN AND PROJECT;

Council Member Nichting said he would be abstaining from voting and discussion due to his ownership of property in the Warehouse District TIF area.

Council Member Gulley moved to adopt an Ordinance approving the Warehouse District Tax Increment Redevelopment Plan and Project; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.
Council Member Spears said during elections it was often stated the best way to solve crime was to provide jobs, so he felt redevelopment agreements for this area should provide jobs for people in nearby neighborhoods.  He said companies that developed in the area should be required to hire a certain percentage of people from the area. He added the City Council should be aware of any incentives those companies had already received and what incentives had been offered by the City.
Following discussion, Council Member Sandberg said, in order for the mixed use of residential and retail to be successful, the traffic needed to be calmed and the streets needed to be narrowed, with angled street parking.  He said the streets needed to be restored to attract people to live and shop in the area.  He said, if this could not be accomplished with the State’s 
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cooperation, there would be no reason to develop a TIF.  He said the 50% that was in the Redevelopment Plan Agreement should be designated to improve the streets because that was the item of highest need of the public sector commitment.
City Manager Oliver said he felt the majority of the funding would be designated for street improvement, but he advised he did not feel it would be appropriate to amend the document to restrict the funds only for street improvement.  He suggested that the document be left with broad language and to recognize that street improvement would be a policy guideline as development occurred.
Council Member Sandberg explained he wanted developers to understand that the City Council was serious about their desire for street improvements.
Mayor Ardis suggested that Council Member Sandberg take his suggestions to the Traffic Commission and other commissions, and work through the system to give policy recommendations.  He added he felt that Council Member Sandberg would have strong Council support for some of his suggestions.  

Council Member Jacob referred to the $110 million for public works and improvements in the estimated redevelopment project costs, and he said he would like to know how much of the $110 million would used to address those streets directly.  He also questioned what funding source, outside the TIF, would be required to reach those types of dollars.
Director Hullinger said the budgets were figured high and a large part of the budget was public work improvements, which regarded streets.  He said it was estimated it would cost $1 million a block to change Washington Street from a five-lane cross section to three lanes.  He said costs for other streets would be similar.  He added the amount of street improvement would depend on the number of locations on the street that would actually be redeveloped, so estimations were difficult.
Council Member Manning said he felt the proposed TIF would actually stabilize and assist in growing the tax base not just for the School District, but also for all taxing bodies. 

Council Member Van Auken agreed that Council Member Sandberg’s suggestions should be sent to the Traffic Commission and they could make recommendations regarding the policy for this area and other areas of the City.  
Motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 16,156 approving the Warehouse District Tax Increment Redevelopment Plan and Project    

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Montelongo, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 8;

Nays:
Jacob, Sandberg – 2;

Abstention:  Nichting - 1.

B.
ORDINANCE Designating the WAREHOUSE DISTRICT REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA;

Council Member Nichting said he would be abstaining from voting and discussion due to his ownership of property in the Warehouse District TIF area.

Council Member Gulley moved to adopt an Ordinance designating the Warehouse District Redevelopment Project Area; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.
ORDINANCE NO. 16,157 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Montelongo, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
Jacob – 1

Abstention: Nichting - 1.
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C.
ORDINANCE Adopting TAX INCREMENT FINANCING for the City of Peoria in Connection with the DESIGNATION of the WAREHOUSE DISTRICT REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA.
Council Member Gulley moved to adopt an Ordinance adopting Tax Increment Financing for the City of Peoria in connection with the designation of the Warehouse District Redevelopment Project Area; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.
ORDINANCE NO. 16,158 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Montelongo, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 8;

Nays:
Jacob, Sandberg – 2;

Abstention:  Nichting - 1.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
There was no Unfinished Business to come before the Council.

NEW BUSINESS
PUBLIC REMINDER Regarding SCHEDULE CHANGE of REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS to the SECOND and FOURTH TUESDAYS of the MONTH 
Mayor Ardis reminded the public there had been a change, effective July 1, 2007, that Regular City Council Meetings would be held at 6:15 P.M. on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month. He said Regular City Council Meetings would be held on July 10, 2007, and July 24, 2007, for the month of July.

(07-369)
REQUEST for the PEORIA PUBLIC LIBRARY EXECTUIVE DIRECTOR and the BOARD PRESIDENT to Attend a City Council Meeting to Explain their BID PROCESS in Relation to their Building Project.

Council Member Manning referred to the news article regarding the Library Building Committee and the manner in which their bids for a building project was handled.  He requested that the Peoria Public Library Executive Director and their Board President attend a future City Council Meeting to explain the process they used, what went wrong, and how the process would change in the future.  He said he would like to obtain more financial information from these representatives. 
Council Member Sandberg said the Library’s budget had been negatively affected by GASB costs.  He said this was the first year the Library was required to budget those liabilities.  He stated he explained to the Board what the City Council’s expectations were in this process and he was hopeful they could resolve the issues involved.  He indicated he explained to the Board the bid process had to be as open and flexible as possible to obtain the best library system upgrade for the entire community for the least amount of dollars.  He said he would be meeting every Thursday with the Library’s Building Committee and keeping the City Council informed.
(07-370)
REQUEST for REPORT BACK that the CITY MANAGER BRING BACK to the Council within the 45 to 60 days OPTIONS REGARDING HOW CITY EMPLOYEES COULD BE HELD ACCOUNTABLE AND HOW TO ENGAGE NEIGHBORHOODS IN A GREATER WAY TO MAKE AN IMPACT ON ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS.
Council Member Nichting said City of Peoria Budget discussions had started and there seemed to be a concern that there was a significant number of environmental violations, such as high weeds, Housing Code violations, etc. 
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Council Member Nichting moved that the City Manager bring back to the Council, within 45 to 60 days, options regarding how City Employees could be held accountable and how to engage neighborhoods to make an impact on environmental concerns; seconded by Council Member Manning.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

REQUEST to Address BARKING DOG ISSUES
Council Member Spears referred to barking dogs and he requested that PAWS look into ways other cities dealt with barking dog issues.

REQUEST that the LIQUOR COMMISSION Establish a BEER GARDEN POLICY to PROTECT NEIGHBORHOODS in Relation to the State’s Proposed No Smoking Policy 
Council Member Spears referred to the issue of beer gardens and he said the City’s Liquor Commission needed to be proactive in this situation. He explained the proposed no smoking ordinance would be going into effect and he felt many restaurants or other liquor establishments would be interested in constructing outdoor beer gardens.  He said before owners started coming forward with these requests, he requested that the Liquor Commission establish a good policy regarding beer gardens to protect neighborhoods.

Council Member Sandberg suggested that the Liquor Commission wait until the State adopted a final ordinance.  He said the last draft he reviewed indicated there could be no roofs constructed over beer gardens.
COMMENTS Regarding COUNCIL MEMBER JACOB ATTENDING the COUNCIL MEETING ELECTRONICALLY

Council Member Jacob thanked the Council and the public for their indulgence in allowing him to attend this meeting electronically.  He further thanked the Public Works Department and City Clerk Mary Haynes and her Staff for making the connection possible. He also thanked the staff of the Wessington Springs, North Dakota Chamber of Commerce for assisting him in this endeavor.
COMMENTS Regarding ARTICLE in USA TODAY Regarding PEORIA CHIEF’S GENERAL MANAGER RYNE SANDBERG

Mayor Ardis congratulated Peoria Chief’s General Manager Ryne Sandberg regarding an article about him in USA Today.
CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL
(07-371)
Request for CITIZENS to ADDRESS the CITY COUNCIL Regarding VARIOUS ISSUES.
Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those citizens wishing to 

address the City Council.
Mr. Sevino Sierra, a Peoria Resident, discussed street improvements that were needed in the City.  He also said there were areas where too many people stood in the street and blocked traffic.  He thanked the Public Works Department for their quick action in trimming bushes and shrubs so visibility was improved at an intersection near his home.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

(07-372)
Requesting Approval of a Motion for the City Council to go into EXECUTIVE SESSION to Discuss 2(c)(1)  The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee to determine its validity; and 2(c)(2)  Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees.
Council Member Spain moved for the Council to go into Executive Session to Discuss 2(c)(1)  The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee to determine its validity; and 2(c)(2)  Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees; seconded by Council Member Montelongo.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

ADJOURNMENT
Council Member Spears moved to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by viva voce vote.

The City Council Meeting adjourned at 8:30 P. M.  
_________________________________

Mary L. Haynes, MMC, City Clerk
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