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: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS :

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, May 22, 2007, a City Council Meeting was held this date at 6:21 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, with Mayor Jim Ardis presiding.  
ROLL CALL

Roll call showed the following Council Members were physically present:  Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;  Absent: Sandberg – 1.      

PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS, ETC.

PROCLAMATION: 
COACH JOE STOWELL

PROCLAMATION: 
MEMORIAL DAYS - MAY 25 - 30, 2007

PROCLAMATION: 
COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCY MONTH - MAY 2007

MINUTES
Council Member Nichting moved to approve the minutes of the Executive Sessions held on 
May 8, 2007, and the Regular City Council Meeting held on May 15, 2007, as printed, with a change to the first paragraph at the top of Page 28100 under Item No. 06-204, to add the words “if necessary” after the word “approval” at the end of the sentence; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, 
Van Auken, Mayor Ardis -10;

Nays:
None.
PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OF PEORIA

CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE, for the City of Peoria, with Recommendations as Outlined:
(07-274)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works with 
 *
Recommendation to REJECT the ONLY BID from R. A. CULLINAN & SON, INC., in the Amount of $242,361.28, to COMPLETE a PORTION of the ANNUAL SEALCOAT PROGRAM.
(07-275)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic Development Requesting Approval of a FAÇADE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT for GRIFFIN HEATING and COOLING/ZERLA PROPERTIES, in the Total Amount of $42,168.00 ($22,168.00 Project Applicant's Share and $20,000.00 City Façade  Grant) as Stipulated by the WEST MAIN STREET FAÇADE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM.
(07-276)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Human Resources Requesting Approval to Enter into a SOLE SOURCE HEALTH CARE CONSULTANT SERVICE CONTRACT with GALLAGHER BENEFIT SERVICES, INC. for Consulting Services on a Month-to-Month Basis Commencing on May 1, 2007, but Not Beyond April 30, 2008, and Not to Exceed $7,500.00 Per Month.
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(07-277)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,131 VACATING GLENWOOD AVENUE, from Main Street to Bradley Avenue, with PLAT and LOCATION MAPS ATTACHED.
(07-278)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,132 VACATING MAPLEWOOD AVENUE, from Main Street to Bradley Avenue) and LAURA AVENUE (from Maplewood Avenue West 142 Feet to the East Right-of-Way Line of the Alley), with Plat and Location Maps Attached.
(07-279)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,133 Amending the City of Peoria BUDGET for Fiscal Year 2007 Relating to the S.L.A.T.E. GRANT, POLICE MDC GRANT, and JUVENILE STATION ADJUSTMENT GRANT.
(07-280)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,134 Granting a SPECIAL USE in a Class R-3 (Single Family Residential) District for a RECTORY, OFFICES, a CHAPEL ADDITION, and a FUTURE PARISH HALL ADDITION for Property Located at 3720 N. STERLING AVENUE, with Conditions.
(07-281)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
 **
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Pertaining to RIVERFRONT STREET FESTIVALS Scheduled for JULY 4 and JULY 20, 2007.
(07-282)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
 ***
Requesting Approval of an APPLICATION for a CLASS "H" (Temporary Outdoor) LIQUOR LICENSE at 619 S. W. WATER STREET for the PEORIA RIVERFRONT DOWNTOWN BUSINESS OWNERS ASSOCIATION on SATURDAY, JUNE 2, 2007.
(07-283)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic Development Regarding the PEORIA PARK DISTRICT REPORT for FIRST QUARTER 2007, with Request to Receive and File.
(07-284)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller Requesting Authorization to HOLD AN AUCTION on JUNE 2, 2007, in Conjunction with Peoria County at the Peoria County Highway Facility on Plank Road.

Mayor Ardis questioned if the Council wished to have any of the Consent Agenda items removed for further discussion. 
Council Member Van Auken requested that Item No. 07-274 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.  
Council Member Jacob requested that Item Nos. 07-281 and 07-282 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.  
Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Turner.
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Item Nos. 07-274 through 07-284 (excluding Item Nos. 07-274, 07-281 and 07-282                which were removed for further discussion) were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner,
Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10:
Nays:
None.
(07-274)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works with 
 *
Recommendation to REJECT the ONLY BID from R. A. CULLINAN & SON, INC., in the Amount of $242,361.28, to COMPLETE a PORTION of the ANNUAL SEALCOAT PROGRAM.
Following a brief comment, Council Member Van Auken moved to approve the recommendation to reject the bid from R. A. Cullinan & Son, Inc., in the amount of $242,361.28, to complete a portion of the Annual Sealcoat Program; seconded by Council Member Nichting.
Motion to reject the bid was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
(07-281)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
 **
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Pertaining to RIVERFRONT STREET FESTIVALS Scheduled for JULY 4 and JULY 20, 2007.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and was prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Nichting moved to adopt an Ordinance pertaining to Riverfront Street Festivals scheduled for July 4 and July 20, 2007; seconded by Council Member Turner.

ORDINANCE NO. 16,135 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Jacob – 1.

(07-282)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
 ***
Requesting Approval of an APPLICATION for a CLASS "H" (Temporary Outdoor) LIQUOR LICENSE at 619 S. W. WATER STREET for the PEORIA RIVERFRONT DOWNTOWN BUSINESS OWNERS ASSOCIATION on SATURDAY, JUNE 2, 2007.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and was prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Nichting moved to approve an Application for a Class “H” (Temporary Outdoor) Liquor License at 619 S.W. Water Street for the Peoria Riverfront Downtown Business Owners Association on Saturday, June 2, 2007; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None;

Abstention:
Jacob – 1.
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(07-285)
Communication from City Manager and Director of Economic Development Requesting Approval to PLEDGE $3.3 MILLION UTILITY TAX REVENUES as a Guarantee for a Loan from National City Bank for Costs Associated with the RELOCATION and EXPANSION of FIREFLY ENERGY, Subject to Approval by Peoria County.

Council Member Nichting moved to approve a pledge of $3.3 million utility tax revenues as a guarantee for a loan from National City Bank for costs associated with the relocation and expansion of Firefly Energy, subject to approval by Peoria County; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Mr. Ed Williams from Firefly Energy.

Mr. Ed Williams, CEO of Firefly Energy, gave a brief history regarding the origin of Firefly Energy.  He said the company had been working with the City and County officials and also Representative David Leitch to educate the public regarding the benefits Firefly could provide for the community.  Mr. Williams explained that Firefly was a product of Peoria Next whose goal was to diversify the economy for the mid-central region of the State and the City of Peoria, and to research high technology economy positions over the next several years.  He said it was the company’s intent to take the necessary risks involved to build within the Peoria community and the company hoped that within five years Peoria would be recognized world-wide as a source for advanced energy storage research, development and product engineering.  
Mr. Williams said Firefly had recruited investors world-wide to ensure this investment would be a long-time legacy for the City and County of Peoria.  He said the funding would support Firefly’s expansion requirements and fiscal capital need at this critical step prior to production that would result in revenue generation and positive cash flow.

Council Member Van Auken said she supported Firefly and she said she felt it would be a successful investment.  She expressed concern regarding the City using taxpayers’ dollars to guarantee loans to businesses.  She requested that the City Manager establish policy guidelines regarding how similar loans would be handled for future investments.  
In response to Council Member Manning regarding how the proposed financing originated, City Manager Randy Oliver explained that prior to his involvement in the project, discussions were held that financing would include a combination loan and grant.  He said he was not in favor of utilizing grants and after further discussion, all parties agreed that financing should be handled as a guarantee because the interest rate would be less, which would offset any grant possibility.  He said the City explored other sources that did not work out, and the suggestion was made to contact National City to assist in the financing process.  
In discussion with City Manager Oliver regarding if the State was contacted to assist with financing the Firefly project, Council Member Manning determined that the only State participation in the project was the $1 million in funds from Keystone which was pledged as the County’s portion of the financial transaction.  It was further determined that other State offered loan programs that were researched did not provide the necessary funding that was needed for the project.

State Representative David Leitch said he had been actively involved in the Firefly project and was excited about the project.  He said during early discussion with the County regarding the project, it was determined that the County would in some way utilize proceeds from a repayment of the loan from Keystone.  He said it was ultimately discovered that the County had been involved in lengthy discussions with Keystone and the County felt strongly that they did not want to place any demands on Keystone and resolved to devise a repayment structure.  He said National City initiated a proposal, and it was determined that the repayment money from 
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Keystone would be used as reserves.  He said the City and County’s liabilities would decrease as the loan was repaid.  Representative Leitch stated one of the important elements of the transaction would result in a very unique revolving loan between the City and the County, and that warrants pledged to both entities would be placed in a fund that was estimated to generate approximately $5 million when Firefly went public.  
Council Member Turner said he felt Firefly would benefit the Peoria area and central region and would create job opportunities and investment for the community.  

Council Member Spain said Peoria had a history of losing out on previous research projects that were initiated in the community and then relocated elsewhere to market the products.  He said he felt Firefly would offer Peoria an opportunity to retain some research that had been established within the community, and would assist in creating a more diverse economy and provide a more desired location for technology based businesses.
Motion to approve a pledge of $3.3 million utility tax revenues as a guarantee for a loan from National City Bank for costs associated with the relocation and expansion of Firefly Energy, subject to approval by Peoria County, was approved by roll call vote.     
Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, 
Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10; 

Nays:
None.
(07-286)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Council Direction Regarding ANNUAL CHARGES for PORTIONS OF BUILDINGS that ENCROACH CITY RIGHT-OF-WAY, WALKWAYS and/or UNDERGROUND VAULTS, with OPTIONS as OUTLINED.
Council Member Nichting moved to approve Option Number 3 as listed in the Council Communication to eliminate the current annual fee as provided in the existing Ordinance;                seconded by Council Member Gulley.  
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 
Mayor Ardis – 9; 

Nays:
Manning – 1. 
(07-287)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending CHAPTER 3 of the Code of the City of Peoria, SECTIONS 3-33 and 3-52, Authorizing the RETAIL SALE of WINE at a FARMER'S MARKET.
Council Member Gulley moved to adopt an Ordinance amending Chapter 3 of the Code of the City of Peoria, Sections 3-33 and 3-52, authorizing the retail sale of wine at a Farmer’s Market; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and was prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 16,136 amending Chapter 3 of the Code of the City of Peoria, Sections 3-33 and 3-52, authorizing the retail sale of wine at a farmer’s market was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 
Mayor Ardis – 9; 

Nays:
None;

Abstentions: Jacob – 1.
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(07-288)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management with Recommendation from the City Staff and the Zoning Commission to DENY an ORDINANCE Amending Ordinance No. 10,474, an EXISTING SPECIAL USE in a C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District to Allow for a SHOPPING CENTER EXPANSION by Allowing a DRIVE-UP ATM for Property Located at 5901 N. PROSPECT ROAD.
Following a brief comment, Council Member Manning moved to DENY an Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 10,474, an existing Special Use in a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) 

District to allow for a Shopping Center Expansion by allowing a Drive-Up ATM for property located at 5901 N. Prospect Road; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.               
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item due to a business relationship with the petitioner.  
Motion to DENY an Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 10,474, an existing Special Use 

in a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District to allow for a Shopping Center Expansion by allowing a Drive-Up ATM for property located at 5901 N. Prospect Road was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 9; 

Nays:
None;
Abstention:  Jacob – 1.

(07-289)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management with the Following Recommendations, with a Letter of Opposition from Advanced Medical Transport:

A.
RECOMMENDATION from the Zoning Commission to Adopt ORDINANCE "A" Amending Appendix B by Rezoning Property Located at 2308 W. NEBRASKA AVENUE from the Present Class R-3 (Single-Family Residential) District to a Class R-6 (Multi-Family Residential) District and Granting a SPECIAL USE to Allow CONGREGATE HOUSING, HALFWAY HOUSE, DRUG REHABILITATION TREATMENT and RECOVERY HOME, with Conditions;

B.
RECOMMENDATION from the City Staff to Adopt ORDINANCE "B" Amending Appendix B by Rezoning Property Located at 2308 W. NEBRASKA AVENUE from the Present Class R-3 (Single-Family Residential) District to a Class R-6 (Multi-Family Residential) District and DENY an ORDINANCE Granting a SPECIAL USE to Allow CONGREGATE HOUSING, HALFWAY HOUSE, DRUG REHABILITATION TREATMENT, and RECOVERY HOME at the Same Property.
Following a brief explanation, Council Member Van Auken moved to separate the issues of rezoning of property located at 2308 W. Nebraska Avenue from the present Class R-3 (Single-Family Residential) District to a Class R-6 (Multi-Family Residential) District from the Special Use to allow Congregate Housing, Halfway House, Drug Rehabilitation Treatment, and Recovery Home located at the same property; seconded by Council Member Manning.

Motion to separate was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
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Council Member Van Auken said she would like to address the issue of rezoning first.  She pointed out that if the issue of rezoning was not approved by Council, there would be no need to vote on the Special Use because the Special Use to allow Congregate Housing, Halfway House, Drug Rehabilitation Treatment, and Recovery Home would only be allowed under an 
R-6 Zoning Class.

Council Member Van Auken moved to DENY the rezoning of property located at 2308 W. Nebraska Avenue from the present Class R-3 (Single-Family Residential) District to a Class R-6 (Multi-Family Residential) District; seconded by Council Member Manning.  
Council Member Van Auken discussed and explained some of the issues relating to her motion to deny.  She said a Class R-3 was primarily a single-family residential area.  She said the current and extended neighborhoods were basically single-family residential areas and she felt the Special Use would be a burden on those residents and would increase density in the neighborhood.  She explained there were other permitted uses for a Class R-3, including family care facilities and bed and breakfast establishments.  In addition, she said there were also a number of Special Uses for a Class R-3 that included churches, congregate housing, convents, monasteries, daycare centers, elderly housing, nursing homes, school, and public safety buildings.  She noted that this particular property had previously been used as a nursing home for several years.  She pointed out that a Class R-3 had permitted and Special Uses that did not require that the facility be a single-family unit, but she said the City needed to be attentive to the public welfare and safety needs of the residents in the area, and to increase an R-3 to an R-6 multiple-family dwellings would allow a plethora of density uses.  She said there would be 33 units on the site versus 69 with multiple-family units.  
Council Member Van Auken further explained that N. Stever, a small narrow residential road consisting of well-maintained single-family homes, was the only access road to the complex.  She said the area was a long-established neighborhood with a newly active neighborhood association whose goal was to enhance their property and those around them.  She said she felt the proposed Special Use would create a decrease in property values for the residents on Stever and in Sterling Oaks, and would create an overflow of traffic in the neighborhoods.  She said she felt some of the uses permitted under a Class R-6 (Multi-Family Residential), such as duplexes, apartment complexes, halfway houses, municipal museums, mobile home courts, etc. would not be appropriate for this neighborhood area.  
Motion to DENY rezoning of property located at 2308 W. Nebraska Avenue from the present Class R-3 (Single-Family Residential) District to a Class R-6 (Multi-Family Residential) District was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, 
Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10; 

Nays:
None.
(07-290)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel

 ****
Requesting Approval of an APPLICATION for a CLASS "C" (Package Liquor) LIQUOR LICENSE for 4101 - 4103 S. W. ADAMS, with Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to Approve with a Condition that the Liquor Department be a Part of a Larger Grocery Store Business and That it Not Exceed 2,000 Square Feet or 15% of the Entire Facility.
A handout regarding this item was distributed to all Council Members by the Petitioner.

Following some clarification regarding this item, Council Member Gulley moved to approve the application for a Class “C” (Package Liquor) Liquor License for 4101-4103 S.W. Adams, and to concur with the recommendation from the Liquor Commission to approve with a condition that the liquor department be a part of a larger grocery store business and that it not exceed 2,000 square feet or 15% of the entire facility; seconded by Council Member Turner.
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Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and was prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Gulley said this item had been discussed in great detail over the past few months and he said he was excited that there would be an opportunity for economic development in the southern section of the City.  He asked for the Council’s support.  
Council Member Nichting moved for Privilege of the Floor to those citizens who wished to address the Council regarding this item; seconded by Council Member Gulley.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those parties wishing to express their opinions regarding this item.
Ms. Linda Butler, a Peoria resident, said she was speaking as a chaplain and Shelter Director of the Southside Mission located at 1127 S. Laramie St.   She read portions of a research study article regarding health policies and management which stated that off-premise liquor establishments were considered to be an important component of the social infrastructure that destabilized communities.  She spoke in opposition to the proposed grocery store to be located on S.W. Adams obtaining a liquor license. 

Pastor Harvey Burnett, a Peoria resident, spoke against the approval of a liquor application for the S.W. Adams location.

Tiffaney Jackson, a Peoria resident, spoke in support of the proposed Adams Street Super Market.  She discussed some of the benefits that she felt the grocery store would provide to the neighborhood and the community.   
Mr. Amhad Abud, Petitioner, explained that this project represented three phases:  1) Supermarket; 2) Laundromat; and 3) Gas Station.  He said he felt the business would not only benefit his corporation but would be good for the neighborhood, the community and the City.   He said as a business, he would be offering jobs and competitive prices, and he looked forward to being partners with the City, Peoria Housing Authority, Police Department and other City Departments and to build and develop the area in a positive way.  Mr. Abud compared the Adams Street Super Market to other grocery establishments in the City and surrounding communities, and he said his corporation would like to be treated like the other grocery stores were treated.  He explained that to ensure that the business would thrive and service the community for many years, various sections needed to be added to the super market facility that would be found in other super markets.  
Council Member Gulley said he would like to move forward with this project so it would be acceptable to all parties involved.  He said the Peoria Housing Authority wrote a letter of support of the project and he read the conditions they recommended and said he would like the minutes to reflect that the conditions be included as part of the motion so there would be a document in support of the project.  

Council Member Turner said during a previous discussion with Peoria Housing Authority, several conditions were added to those listed in the letter, and it was his understanding that the Legal Department would provide a listing of all the conditions so they could be made part of the motion.  He stated as a point of information if the conditions were to be part of the motion, he wanted all the conditions clarified.
Mayor Ardis said the Council needed clarification regarding all stipulations and amendments that were to be included in the motion in order to understand what they would be voting on.  
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Council Member Turner explained that one of the key issues was whether the petitioner should hire a security guard of a Peoria Police Officer to be on duty during the store’s opening hours.  He said his concern was that if the neighborhood supported this project, he wanted to ensure that all terms were met.  
Council Member Gulley said this issue had been debated during the Liquor Commission Meeting and he said he felt this was a separate issue, but the petitioner was willing to discuss it.
Corporation Counsel Randy Ray said it would be beneficial to defer this item until later in the meeting to allow him to secure the list of specific conditions that would need to be added to those listed in the letter from the Peoria Housing Authority.    
In discussion with Council Member Spain regarding a discrepancy in the overall floor space that would be devoted to liquor that was mentioned in the Liquor Commission minutes, Council Member Turner explained that initially the amount of floor space was to be 12%, and somehow was changed to 15% during the Liquor Commission Meeting.  He said the correct floor space allotted would be 12%.  
Following some comments from City Manager Oliver and in an effort to move forward, Council Member Gulley moved to defer this item until later in the meeting; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.  

Motion to defer this item until later in the meeting was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None;


Abstentions:  Jacob – 1.

Clerk’s Note:   See Page 28113 and 28114 for further discussion.

(07-291)
Communication from Council Member George F. Jacob Regarding a PRESENTATION by the GALENA TRAIL AND COACH ROAD SOCIETY'S GALENA TRAIL COMMITTEE of PEORIA COUNTY Regarding the GALENA TRAIL, with Request to Receive and File the Presentation.
A poster showing some events of the Galena Trail and a brochure describing the County section of the Trail were distributed to all members of the Council by the Galena Trail Committee of Peoria County.

Council Member Jacob said recently he had an opportunity to attend an event at the Ivy Club presented by the Coach Road Society’s Committee and experienced some of the performances to be held by the organization in the future.  He moved to grant Privilege of the Floor to Mr. Richard Neumiller and Ms. Pat Goitein; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to former Mayor Richard Neumiller and Ms. Pat Goitein.
Mr. Richard Neumiller, former Mayor, said he represented the Galena Trail Committee of Peoria County as a member.  He described how various groups researched information regarding the trail’s origin, and he explained that years ago Native Americans were using a route from the Illinois River to Galena, Illinois, and further on where major tribal councils were held.  He said there was a sign posted on Route 29 marking it as the Old Galena Trail.  
Mr. Neumiller said through the help of Senator Risinger, Senator Koehler, Representative Leitch and Representative Schock, he was here to announce that the Committee was now in a position to mark this trail.  He said the Committee produced a newsletter that provided information regarding the location of the trail and events to be held.  He introduced Ms. Pat Goitein. 
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Ms. Pat Goitein, Chairman, displayed signs describing the location of the trail.  She said one of the signs had been designed by Senator Risinger with assistance from IDOT and would be installed along the State Highway portions of the trail which stretched approximately 175 miles over State, County and Township roads.  She stated that the Trail Head would be installed at the Riverfront’s Visitors’ Center.  
Mr. Neumiller thanked the Mayor and Council for allowing them to speak, and he said he felt the Trail would spotlight this community as having the oldest route in the State of Illinois.  
Council Member Jacob moved to receive and file the presentation by the Galena Trail and Coach Road Society’s Galena Trail Committee of Peoria County regarding the Galena Trail; seconded by Council Member Nichting.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, 
Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10; 

Nays:
None.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(07-264)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works with REPORT BACK and Requesting Approval to PURCHASE an HP DESIGNJET 5500 PS PRINTER, in the Amount of $15,089.56, from CDW-G.

Following a brief explanation, Council Member Van Auken moved to defer this item until the June 5, 2007, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Manning.


Motion to defer until June 5, 2007, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
(07-290)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel

 ****
Requesting Approval of an APPLICATION for a CLASS "C" (Package Liquor) LIQUOR LICENSE for 4101 - 4103 S. W. ADAMS, with Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to Approve with a Condition that the Liquor Department be a Part of a Larger Grocery Store Business and That it Not Exceed 2,000 Square Feet or 15% of the Entire Facility.
City Manager Oliver explained that during the deferral period, he and Corporation Counsel Randy Ray established additional conditions to authorize the liquor license subject to the following:  1)  Exterior lighting acceptable to the City of Peoria; 2) Signs and security cameras will be installed by the licensee to help prevent and stop loitering; 3) The licensee shall not permit loitering on the premises; 4) No more than 12% of the usable space in the grocery store, or 2,000 square feet, shall be used for the display of alcohol; and  5) Full-time security shall be provided by the licensee during the hours of operation by the Peoria Police Department for the first twelve months and renewed annually, if deemed necessary by the Peoria Police Department; 

Council Member Gulley moved to grant Privilege of the Floor to Mr. Ahmad Abud to ensure his understanding of all the conditions being attached to the motion; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Mr. Ahmad Abud.
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Mr. Ahmad Abud said he had no problems with any of the conditions and he said he agreed with all the conditions that had been discussed at this meeting and those discussed at the Liquor Commissioner hearing.  He said the company had no plans to increase the square footage of the liquor section and it would cover a 12% section of the store.  He said the security cameras requested by the Council would cost approximately $32,000.00, and he said he had already purchased a $70,000 security camera system for the store.  He further stated that the issue of hiring security was already part of their plan, and he had no problem with hiring a Police Officer.  He reiterated that he had no problem with any of these conditions.

Mayor Ardis confirmed that the petitioner was in support of all the conditions.

Council Member Gulley amended his motion to include the conditions read by the City Manager as additional conditions to the motion to approve the license; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.  
Council Member Van Auken, the seconder of the motion, explained she also wanted the motion to include the landscaping requirements, signage requirements, and all of the Peoria Housing Authority conditions plus the conditions read by the City Manager.

City Manager Oliver said, in light of Council Member Van Auken’s concern regarding landscaping, he suggested that the following two conditions be added:  1) The Licensee shall provide landscaping and planting and screening (dumpsters, service areas, HVAC) as deemed appropriate by the City of Peoria; and 2) There will be no advertising of alcoholic beverages on, or visible, from the exterior of the property.
The maker of the motion and the seconder agreed. 
Motion, as amended, to approve an Application for a Class “C” (Package Liquor) Liquor License for 4101-4103 S. W. Adams, including the following conditions:

1)  Exterior lighting acceptable to the City of Peoria; 2) Signs and security cameras will be installed by the licensee to help prevent and stop loitering; 3) The licensee shall not permit loitering on the premises; 4) No more than 12% of the usable space in the grocery store, or 2,000 square feet, shall be used for the display of alcohol; 5) Full-time security shall be provided by the licensee during the hours of operation by the Peoria Police Department for the first twelve months and renewed annually, if deemed necessary by the Peoria Police Department; 6) The Licensee shall provide landscaping and planting and screening (dumpsters, service areas, HVAC) as deemed appropriate by the City of Peoria; and 7) There will be no advertising of alcoholic beverages on, or visible, from the exterior of the property, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Montelongo, Spain, Turner, Van Auken - 6;

Nays:
Nichting, Spears, Mayor Ardis – 3; 


Abstentions:   Jacob – 1.
NEW BUSINESS
PROGRESS REGARDING SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
Mayor Ardis invited the public to drive by and view the progress that’s being made on the site of the University School of Medicine.  
CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

(07-292)
Request for CITIZENS to ADDRESS the CITY COUNCIL Regarding VARIOUS ISSUES.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those citizens wishing to 

address the City Council.
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Ms. Bernadine Nolen, a Peoria resident, expressed her disappointment regarding the Council’s vote on some of tonight’s agenda items.

Ms. June Moore, a Peoria resident, expressed her appreciation to those Council Members who voted against the approval of a liquor license at 4101 - 4103 S.W. Adams.  
Ms. Jane Genzel, a Peoria resident, spoke in favor of the Special Use at 2308 W. Nebraska and the Safe Haven Program that had planned to locate at that site.  She said, if necessary, the City could initiate restrictions on the property pertaining to the density issue.  She addressed the issue regarding Peoria’s need for a substance abuse recovery program.  
Ms. Linda Butler, spoke about the neighborhoods working together regarding what’s best for the Peoria community.  

Mr. Savino Sierra, a Peoria resident, expressed his disappointment with the approval of a liquor license for the S.W. Adams grocery store.  He spoke in favor of other businesses such as clothing stores, pharmacy, and medical facilities being developed in Peoria’s Southside.
Ms. Levetta Ricca, President of Olde Town South Neighborhood Association, expressed concern that there were too many liquor establishments in the south side of town.  She said she felt liquor created a volatile substance for violence, especially in depressed areas.  She pointed out there were 27 liquor establishments in the Peoria’s south side, bounded by Lincoln, Adams, and Griswold.    
Mr. Paul Wilkinson, a Peoria Resident, expressed concern regarding a neighborhood business that had been costly for the City pertaining to dollars, manpower, and life that the establishment had created, along with a decrease in property values in the area.  He discussed the clean-up program that was held at Harrison Homes over the week-end, and he expressed disappointment in the low turn out lack of support.  He asked the public to support the Mayor’s Litter Committee and participate in the next clean-up scheduled for June 26, 2007, on Western Avenue.

Mr. Brad Carter, a Peoria resident, spoke in opposition to the City’s use of taxpayer’s money in granting funding for business loans, and he asked the Council to proceed with caution in this area.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

It was determined that an Executive Session was not needed.
ADJOURNMENT
Council Member Montelongo moved to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Spain.
Approved by viva voce vote.

The City Council Meeting adjourned at 8:35 P. M.  
_________________________________

Mary L. Haynes, MMC, City Clerk







City of Peoria, Illinois




             BY:
__________________________________






Beth Ball, Chief Deputy City Clerk







City of Peoria, Illinois

js
