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: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS :

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, May 1, 2007, a City Council Meeting was held this date at 6:18 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, with Mayor Jim Ardis presiding.  
ROLL CALL

Roll call showed the following Council Members were physically present:  Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;  Absent: Turner - 1.     

INVOCATION by PASTOR TIMOTHY E. CRISS of CITY OF REFUGE WORSHIP CENTER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Pastor Timothy E. Criss gave the invocation and Mayor Ardis lead the Pledge of Allegiance.  

PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS, ETC.

PROCLAMATION:
MONEY SMART WEEK - MAY 7-12, 2007
PROCLAMATION:
AMERICAN RED CROSS CENTRAL ILLINOIS CHAPTER: HIGHLY 
                                   PERFORMING RED CROSS CHAPTER AWARD

MINUTES
Council Member Nichting moved to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on April 24, 2007; seconded by Council Member Grayeb.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis -10;

Nays:
None.
PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OF PEORIA

CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE, for the City of Peoria, with Recommendations as Outlined:
(07-240)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting to RESCIND the AWARD of a CONTRACT to EPIC CONSTRUCTION for the PERRY AVENUE STREET PARKING PROJECT, ACCEPT FORFEITURE of the PROPOSAL GUARANTY in the Form of a Cashier's Check in the Amount of $678.88, and AWARD a CONTRACT to HOROWITZ CONCRETE, the Second Lowest Bidder, in the Amount of $16,984.00 for the PERRY AVENUE STREET PARKING PROJECT.
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(07-241) Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 
Requesting to RESCIND the AWARD of a CONTRACT to EPIC CONSTRUCTION for the PARKRIDGE DRIVE DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT, ACCEPT FORFEITURE of the PROPOSAL GUARANTY in the Form of a Cashier's Check in the Amount of $1,610.25, and AWARD a CONTRACT to KRUMHOLZ BROTHERS LANDSCAPING, the Second Lowest Bidder, in the Amount of $37,440.50 for the PARKRIDGE DRIVE DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT.
(07-242)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Approval of RESOLUTION NO. 07-242 Approving the PRELIMINARY PLAT for HARRISON HOMES SECTION ONE SUBDIVISION Located at the Southwest Corner of Krause Avenue and Griswold Street, Identified as Parcel ID No. 18-19-127-001.
(07-243)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,116 Amending Ordinance No. 16,099 which Amended the CITY OF PEORIA BUDGET for Fiscal Year 2007 Relating to the PURCHASE of FOUR NEW MARKED POLICE VEHICLES to Replace Vehicles Totaled in Accidents.
(07-244)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,117 Vacating a PORTION of NORTH HAMPTON COURT from North Flora Avenue East Approximately 127 Feet.
(07-245)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  *
Requesting Approval of an APPLICATION for a CLASS "H" (Temporary Outdoor) LIQUOR LICENSE at 418 S. W. WATER STREET for the MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY ASSOCIATION on THURSDAY, MAY 10, 2007.
Mayor Ardis questioned if the Council wished to have any of the Consent Agenda items removed for further discussion. 
Council Member Jacob requested that Item No. 07-245 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.  
Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Morris. 

Item Nos. 07-240 through 07-245 (excluding Item No. 07-245 which was removed for further discussion) were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, 
Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10:
Nays:
None.
(07-245)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  *
Requesting Approval of an APPLICATION for a CLASS "H" (Temporary Outdoor) LIQUOR LICENSE at 418 S. W. WATER STREET for the MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY ASSOCIATION on THURSDAY, MAY 10, 2007.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and was prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.
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Council Member Nichting moved to approve an Application for a Class “H” (Temporary Outdoor) Liquor License at 418 S. W. Water Street for the Muscular Dystrophy Association on Thursday, May 10, 2007; seconded by Council Member Morris.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, 
Mayor Ardis -9;

Nays:
None;

Abstention: Jacob - 1.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

There was no Unfinished Business to come before the Council.
NEW BUSINESS
There was no New Business to come before the Council.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

It was determined that an Executive Session was not needed.

PRESENTATIONS TO RETIRING AT-LARGE COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Mayor Ardis presented the following Resolutions:

RESOLUTION

CHARLES V. GRAYEB


WHEREAS, Charles V. Grayeb has served as Council Member for the City of Peoria, Illinois, from May 1995 to May 2007, and this year brings to an end twelve years of dedicated service by Charles V. Grayeb to the City of Peoria, during which he has given freely of his time in an unselfish effort and has demonstrated the highest ideals of public service by his dedication; and

WHEREAS, Charles V. Grayeb, by his many years of efficient service as Council Member representing the residents of Peoria, has served as Mayor Pro Tem and as a member of the Peoria Civic Center Authority, the Neighborhood Development Commission, and the Advisory Commission on Human Resources, among others, and has well-earned the endless gratitude of the citizens of Peoria;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that this City Council, on behalf of its members, the officials and employees of the City of Peoria, and the citizens of the community, do hereby express to Charles V. Grayeb, sincere and profound appreciation and thanks for his many years of dedicated service.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be spread upon the permanent records of the City of Peoria, Illinois, attested to by the City Clerk and presented to the Honorable Charles V. Grayeb.

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS, this 1st day of 
May 2007 A.D.
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/s/ Mayor Jim Ardis

/s/ Council Member Clyde E. Gulley, Jr.

/s/ Council Member Patrick A. Nichting
/s/ Council Member George F. Jacob__

/s/ Council Member Gary V. Sandberg
/s/ Council Member Robert D. Manning

/s/ Council Member William R. Spears
/s/ Council Member John D. Morris____

/s/ Council Member W. Eric Turner___
/s/ Council Member Barbara S. Van Auken

Attest:

/s/ Mary L. Haynes 
City Clerk 

EXAMINED AND APPROVED:
/s/ Randall P. Ray
Corporation Counsel
RESOLUTION

JOHN D. MORRIS


WHEREAS, John D. Morris has served as Council Member for the City of Peoria, Illinois, from May 1999 to May 2007, and this year brings to an end eight years of dedicated service by John D. Morris to the City of Peoria, during which he has given freely of his time in an unselfish effort and has demonstrated the highest ideals of public service by his dedication; and


WHEREAS, John D. Morris, by his many years of efficient service as Council Member representing the residents of Peoria, has served as Mayor Pro Tem and as a member of the GIS Policy Committee, the Water Selection Committee, the Neighborhood Development Commission, the Peoria Public Library Board, the Joint Labor/Management Healthcare Committee, the Legislative Committee, the Peoria Area Convention & Visitors Bureau Board, and the Ad Hoc Committee on Commissions, among others, and has well-earned the endless gratitude of the citizens of Peoria;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that this City Council, on behalf of its members, the officials and employees of the City of Peoria, and the citizens of the community, do hereby express to John D. Morris, sincere and profound appreciation and thanks for his many years of dedicated service.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be spread upon the permanent records of the City of Peoria, Illinois, attested to by the City Clerk and presented to the Honorable John D. Morris.

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS, this 1st day of May 2007 A.D.
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/s/ Mayor Jim Ardis

/s/ Council Member Clyde E. Gulley, Jr.

/s/ Council Member Patrick A. Nichting
/s/ Council Member George F. Jacob__

/s/ Council Member Gary V. Sandberg
/s/ Council Member Robert D. Manning

/s/ Council Member William R. Spears
/s/ Council Member Charles V. Grayeb_

/s/ Council Member W. Eric Turner___
/s/ Council Member Barbara S. Van Auken

Attest:

/s/ Mary L. Haynes 
City Clerk 

EXAMINED AND APPROVED:
/s/ Randall P. Ray
Corporation Counsel
REMARKS BY RETIRING AT-LARGE COUNCIL MEMBERS
Council Member Grayeb thanked the citizens of Peoria for giving him the opportunity to serve the community for the past twelve years as At-Large City Council Member.  He said the City Manager and City Staff were the chosen ones who performed the real work to carry out the will of this elected body, and all citizens were in their debt.  He recognized volunteer members of all the City Commissions who had served with dedication and distinction.  He commended members of the Civic Center Authority and the Civic Center Staff for their efforts in developing a Civic Center that would serve the community for generations to come. He also commended the members of P.A.A.G. who valiantly fought the fight to bring the Sand Coty Aquifer under the control of this City.  He thanked his fellow Council Members for enduring his comments through the years and for attempting to do what was right for the citizens of Peoria.  He said to achieve prosperity for all, the City must progress and further diversify the economy into a vibrant healing, medical, manufacturing, and research learning center where the best and brightest choose to come and stay. He urged citizens to support their elected representatives and provide input so they could move forward with confidence.  He wished all the best in their future endeavors.
Council Member Morris said he was grateful for the privilege to serve for eight years as an At-Large City Council Member.  He acknowledged the elite club who was almost never recognized, but consisted of spouses and significant others of the City Council Members. He thanked his wife, Cindy, for her support in serving the citizens of Peoria along with him. He said he appreciated his parents and family for instilling in him the value of public service above self. He said it had been fulfilling to get a pothole filled or to work on a great redevelopment that changed the future course of the community.  He said he served with three different Mayors, but he wanted to acknowledge one Mayor, with whom he did not have the pleasure of serving.  He said former Mayor Jim Maloof had been an inspiration to him early in his career to believe in the positive aspects of the City of Peoria. He said he had served with an incredible number of the finest people Peoria had to offer over the last eight years. He congratulated the newly and re-elected City Council Members for their achievements.  He said he was privileged to serve as the Vice-President of Development for WTVP and he thanked them for allowing him to serve the community.  He said Peoria had the assets to go the distance and citizens needed to lock arms to take this City further in the medical field and other developments.  He said Peoria was the greatest City in America and he treasured his years of service.  
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Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Resolutions presented to Council Member Grayeb and Council Member Morris and make them a part of the permanent record; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis -10;

Nays:
None.
Council Member Van Auken said she had watched Council Member Grayeb protect and defend historic neighborhoods on the Council floor, but also in his personal life and in the beauty he brought to every home he lived in and property he owned.  She said she admired his support of public safety and employees.  She assured him, as his District Council Representative, she would continue to support those issues that Council Member Grayeb had supported.  She thanked him for his clear direction.  She thanked Council Member Morris for his continued support of the Library and she said she would miss the interactions between Council Member Morris and Council Member Sandberg.  She said she wished Council Member Morris and Council Member Grayeb the very best in their futures.
Mayor Ardis thanked Council Member Grayeb and Council Member Morris on behalf of the citizens of Peoria for their service to the community.  He spoke in high regard of their work with the City Council and he commended their comments regarding their families.  He said so often, citizens did not understand the wear and tear on families of those who served in this capacity.  He thanked both Council Members for their support and passion for the City of Peoria.  
ADJOURNMENT
Council Member Grayeb moved to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Morris.
Approved by viva voce vote.

The City Council Meeting adjourned sine die at 6:55 P. M.  
______________________________

Mary L. Haynes, MMC, City Clerk
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***ADMINISTERING THE OATHS OF OFFICE ***

AT-LARGE COUNCIL MEMBERS

City Clerk Mary L. Haynes gave a welcoming address and administered the Oath of Office to the following newly elected Council Members At-Large:
Council Member At-Large George F. Jacob

Council Member At-Large Jim Montelongo

Council Member At-Large Gary V. Sandberg

Council Member At-Large Ryan M. Spain

Clerk’s Note:  The Oath of Office for Council Member At-Large W. Eric Turner will be administered at the May 8, 2007, City Council Meeting due to his unavoidable absence from this meeting.
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
***CONVENING OF NEW COUNCIL***

ROLL CALL
Roll call showed the following Council Members were physically present:  Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;  Absent: Turner - 1.     

WELCOME to DIGNITARIES

Mayor Ardis welcomed former State Senator George Shadid, State Representative Aaron Shock, City Treasurer Reginald Willis, former City Council Member Les Bergsten, County Board Member Junior Watkins, and County Board Member Phil Salzer.
REMARKS BY NEWLY ELECTED AT-LARGE COUNCIL MEMBERS
Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to the newly elected At-Large Council Members.
Council Member Sandberg said this was his sixth time to swear-in as a Member of the Council and the first without his mother present, who passed away since the previous election.  He commended his mother for her spirit, values, and discipline she instilled in him and his brother. He said there had been many individuals who had made a difference in his life who he wanted to thank for their support, with some being in the audience. He spoke of the benefit of meeting people when holding a public office.  He expressed concern that his son was in England working and that Peoria was a community of two distinct groups. He said he did not feel this was a healthy side of Peoria, and he felt saddened to approach the next four years in this manner.  He spoke in support of environmental issues like recycling and he felt there was a need for Peoria to address this issue.  He spoke of crime in the City and he felt the City was not providing the services that middle class citizens expected of local government.  He stated he felt the City had failed to provide basic services to citizens because there was more of a desire to attract the more affluent citizens to Peoria, and the middle class had been left behind. He added he felt Peoria was at a cross roads and would be better only when the desire was for everyone and all parts of Peoria to be healthy.  He said he looked forward to the future to make the community better for everyone.

Council Member Jacob thanked his friends and supporters during the campaign and the neighborhood leaders who stepped up to work with him over the past two years.  He expressed concern regarding the struggles faced by many in the older neighborhoods and historic neighborhoods, which had become a consistent theme during the campaign.  He added continued work was needed on the solutions to these problems.  He commended the outstanding Peorians who were active in the campaign.  He thanked Mayor Ardis for his continued service to the City of Peoria.  He said Mayor Ardis had been a passionate leader, who had worked tirelessly to make Peoria a better City.  Council Member Jacob said, while two Council veterans were stepping down from the Council, two new Council Members would bring new perspectives to the City.  He commended the City Staff in their work and he thanked his Staff at Brewers’ Distribution for their support.  He thanked his wife, Jeannine, and his family.  He spoke of the challenges and costs of developing the Southern Gateway, and he urged the Council to work with governmental partners to create new opportunities for this area. He discussed the crime issue and stated that saturation patrols were working.  He added that these initiatives should be fully funded, but new and effective programs needed to be developed to reach out to youths in the community, particularly in the inner City.  He said the City needed to work to reconnect the City’s youth with opportunities that others enjoyed. He said he felt the City needed to work with the African-American community to rebuild bridges that had been damaged, and work together to make neighborhoods safer. 
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Council Member Montelongo thanked his family for helping to prepare him for the challenge and making his service to the City possible.  He introduced his wife, Kristina, his three children, his parents and other family members.  He recognized Representative Dave Leitch and Representative Aaron Shock whose support had been a major inspiration to him and his family.  He said his first priority would be to continue advancing the policing policy to successfully address crime issues.  He added he intended to be a force on the Council to implement policies necessary to protect citizens.  He also stated he intended to be a bridge between the so called progressives and basic City services.  He discussed the importance of good basic City services, which should be supported by a growing economy. He said this was an important fact that would guide his actions as a City Council member.  He said he planned to work with other Council Members and the Mayor to capture economic development without subsidizing some businesses at the expense of others. He stated one of the best ways to retain high-wage employers was to assertively market the City’s assets.  He said he looked forward to working with the Heart of Peoria Commission because he felt that new urbanism was essential.  He said he would address each concern with an open mind and be widely approachable in hearing out interested parties and citizens.  He said he planned to develop his decisions apart from the politics of the matter at hand.  He added, if something did not have merit, there was no amount of pressure that would make him bend on principle.  He said he planned to work with the Council to find the best solutions for the City’s challenges.  He thanked the Mayor, other Council Members, and City Staff for a speedy orientation to begin serving the people of Peoria.

Council Member Spain thanked his family and friends for their support and their contribution to his personal growth, and for assisting in tackling this tremendous opportunity.  He said this was an important day in Peoria, but he was humbled in the opportunity to service the community.  He extended his best personal wishes to former Council Member Grayeb and former Council Member Morris for their mentorship and friendship. He said he recognized there were significant opportunities and challenges before the Council. He pointed out the economy was thriving and diversifying, citizens were employed, an unprecedented amount of capital and investment was taking place, but the community faced challenges regarding crime and public safety.  He said he felt that these issues would be top priorities for the City Council, as well as stabilizing core neighborhoods and invigorating new middle class growth and residential development.  He said the City needed to work with schools to establish partnerships to achieve success for students and their families.  He said the current City Council was working together more efficiently than ever and he appreciated all the encouragement and support he had received from them.  He stated he was confident the real achievement would be this Council’s creation of a collective vision for the City of Peoria to become one of the best places to live and work in all of America.  He said he looked forward to making that vision a reality.  
Mayor Ardis said Council Member Turner requested that he express his best wishes to everyone on his behalf.  He said Council Member Turner was traveling on business for his employer and was unable to be sworn in at this meeting.  He added that Council Member Turner would be sworn in at the May 8, 2007, Regular City Council Meeting.

Council Member Manning congratulated Council Members Sandberg, Turner, and Jacob on their return to the City Council and he welcomed them back.  He said he was pleased to have the opportunity to continue working with them.  He congratulated and welcomed newly elected Council Members Spain and Montelongo.  He said the campaign was the easy part, and the difficult work was just ahead.  He said he looked forward to working with the entire Council to move Peoria forward.

Council Member Van Auken welcomed and congratulated the newly elected members and the three returning Council Members.  She congratulated Council Member Sandberg for receiving the most number of votes in the Election.  She said Council Member Sandberg had the 
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ability to comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable.  She spoke of the citizen’s support and she pointed out citizens cared about how he had responded to their need for good basic services, as well as their other community needs.  She said Council Member Sandberg came to meetings prepared for discussion and addressed the issues that concerned the citizens.  She said she appreciated his assistance to her and she urged other Council Members to listen to Council Member Sandberg’s observations, even if they didn’t always agree. 

Council Member Nichting congratulated the senior members and he welcomed the newly elected Council Members.  He said there were many issues the Council faced on any given Tuesday Meeting, and often times the issues were not clear.  He said Council Members were elected to weigh the issues and they were often difficult.  He stated it was important to listen to all sides prior to making a decision and that decision should be without emotion and based on facts.  He said there were times when the public may support one thing, but the law may dictate another decision.  He said this was their opportunity to serve and he wished them well.  

Mayor Ardis said he looked forward to working with the entire City Council to move the City forward.  He said there was a great deal to learn and he encouraged the newly elected to rely on the experience and knowledge of the more senior Council Members. He also urged all Council Members to keep an open mind on issues until there was an opportunity for debate.

Mayor Ardis thanked City Clerk Mary Haynes for her work behind the scenes to make the City Council perform well and provide them with information to perform their jobs.  He commended City Clerk Mary Haynes for her inspirational words in the transition between Councils.  He said the City was privileged to have a City Clerk who had the best interests of the citizens at heart.  

PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OF PEORIA

(07-246)
NOTICE of LAWSUIT Filed on Behalf of DENNIS KALLVY Regarding his Property Located at 114 Roanoke Avenue and a Zoning Issue, with Request to Receive and File and Refer Back to the Legal Department.
Council Member Montelongo moved to receive and file and refer back to the Legal Department the Notice of Lawsuit filed on behalf of Dennis Kallvy regarding his property located at 114 Roanoke Avenue and a zoning issue; seconded by Council Member Spain.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, 
Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10:
Nays:
None.
(07-247) Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 
Requesting Approval of a SIDEWALK PARTICIPATION REQUEST for MARK BERRARD at 2301-13-15 S. W. ADAMS STREET, in the Amount of $15,721.68.
Council Member Spain moved to approve a Sidewalk Participation Request for Mark Berrard at 2301-13-15 S. W. Adams Street, in the amount of $15,721.68; seconded by Council Member Montelongo.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, 
Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10:
Nays:
None.
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City Clerk Mary Haynes thanked her Staff Members Beth Ball, Debbie Pinkney, Joan Schaumburg, and Nancy Schmitt for their invaluable assistance in their work.  She especially thanked Alma Brown, Kristie Collier, and Linder Cooper for their work in setting up the Swear-in Ceremony. She said they put in countless hours and handled countless details, and without them this would not be possible.  She also thanked Steve Myers and the Public Works employees for the room setup.  
Mayor Ardis thanked his Staff in the Mayor’s Office.  He said there was a team made up of the City Manager and the City Staff who made the entire operation work.    

Mayor Ardis announced there would be a reception immediately following the meeting and he invited everyone to stay and become acquainted with the Members of the City Council.

BENEDICTION by PASTOR TIMOTHY E. CRISS
Unfinished Bus-Adjourn

ADJOURNMENT

Council Member Sandberg moved to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Jacob.
Approved by viva voce vote.

The City Council Meeting adjourned at 7:45 P. M.  
______________________________

Mary L. Haynes, MMC, City Clerk
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* * * * RECEPTION IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING * * * *
