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: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS:

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, May 17, 2005, a Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Peoria was held this date at 6:15 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, Mayor James E. Ardis III presiding.

ROLL CALL

Roll call showed the following Council Members present: Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;  Absent: None.

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Ardis requested a moment of silence and then he led the Pledge of Allegiance.

PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS, ETC.

PROCLAMATION:
RICHWOODS HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM: 2005 ILLINOIS HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION CLASS AA TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONS

PROCLAMATION:
POPPY DAY – MAY 19, 2005

PROCLAMATION:
LIFELINE FAMILY SERVICES:  FOSTER PARENT APPRECIATION DAY – MAY 20, 2005

PROCLAMATION:
NATIONAL POLICE WEEK – MAY 15-21, 2005

PROCLAMATION:
MEMORIAL DAYS – MAY 26-30, 2005

Chief of Police Steven Settingsgaard commended the City Police Officers in their daily efforts to provide a safe environment for the citizens of Peoria.  He encouraged the City Council and the public to attend the Police Memorial Service to be held at 12:00 Noon on Wednesday, May 18, 2005, at the Park next to City Hall.  

Council Member Grayeb commended Police Officer Greg Metz on receiving the DUI Enforcement Award from the Illinois Department of Transportation Division of Traffic Safety.  Police Officer Metz thanked the Council and commented he was 1 of 36 top Police Officers who had received the award.  

Mayor Ardis acknowledged Interim Police Chief Gary Poynter, who was retiring on May 20, 2005, after serving more than 40 years with the Police Department.  The Mayor thanked Mr. Poynter for his many years of dedicated service to the citizens of Peoria, and for making Peoria a safer community.  He wished him a happy and well-earned retirement.

Mayor Ardis acknowledged former Council Member Bruce Brown who was present in the audience, and thanked him for his participation in various neighborhood clean-up activities. 
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MINUTES

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the minutes of the Joint City Council & Town Board Meeting held on May 3, 2005, and the minutes of the Special City Council Meeting and Executive Session held on May 10, 2005, as printed; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

            
Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.

PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OF PEORIA

(05-243)
PUBLIC HEARING Regarding ANNEXATION of Property Located at 5300 W. 

WAR MEMORIAL DRIVE, Peoria, Illinois.
Council Member Nichting moved to open the Public Hearing regarding the Annexation of property located at 5300 W. War Memorial Drive; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 10;

Nays:
None.

Mayor Ardis opened the Public Hearing at 6:34 P.M.     

Following a third call for public comment, and after Mayor Ardis determined no one wished to address the Council regarding this issue, Council Member Nichting moved to close the Public Hearing; seconded by Council Member Morris.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.

The Public Hearing closed at 6:36 P.M.

(05-244) Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management with Recommendation from the Planning Commission to Approve, with Conditions, the Following:
A.
RESOLUTION Approving the ANNEXATION AGREEMENT for Property Located West of Summershade Circle, South of War Memorial Drive, East of Orange Prairie Road, and North of Flagstone Drive with a Temporary Address of 5300 W. WAR MEMORIAL DRIVE, all Located Within One and One-Half Miles of the City of Peoria, Illinois;

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Resolution approving the Annexation Agreement for property located West of Summershade Circle, South of War Memorial Drive, East of Orange Prairie Road, and North of Flagstone Drive with a temporary address of 5300 W. War Memorial Drive, all located within one and one-half miles of the City of Peoria, as amended, with a modification to Condition No. 2 of the Annexation Agreement on Page three to read, “Left turn only from Lot Seven (7) and Lot Four (4) out to Stalworth Drive egressing North”, and insert an additional condition No. 4 that states, “Stalworth Drive will be temporarily closed at Flagstone Drive until such time that Landens Way is completed from Summershade Circle to Orange Prairie Road; seconded by Council Member Grayeb.
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Council Member Nichting commended the parties involved in working together to reach a mutually acceptable agreement and allowing this project to move forward. 

Motion to approve RESOLUTION NO. 05-244, as amended, approving the Annexation Agreement for property located West of Summershade Circle, South of War Memorial Drive, East of Orange Prairie Road, and North of Flagstone Drive with a temporary address of 5300 W. War Memorial Drive, all located within one and one-half miles of the City of Peoria, with a modification to Condition No. 2 of the Annexation Agreement on Page three to read, “Left turn only from Lot Seven (7) and Lot Four (4) out to Stalworth Drive egressing North”, and insert an additional condition No. 4 on that same page that states,  “Stalworth Drive will be temporarily closed at Flagstone Drive until such time that Landens Way is completed from Summershade Circle to Orange Prairie Road was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 10;


Nays:
None.

B.
ORDINANCE Annexing Territory Contiguous to the City of Peoria – 

5300 W. WAR MEMORIAL DRIVE.

Council Member Nichting moved to adopt the Ordinance annexing territory contiguous to the City of Peoria – 5300 W. War Memorial Drive; seconded by Council Member Turner.

ORDINANCE NO. 15,766 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 10;

Nays:
None.

(05-245)
PUBLIC HEARING Regarding the ANNEXATION of Property, PARCEL NO.
13-24-300-005, Peoria, Illinois.

Council Member Spears moved to open the Public Hearing regarding the Annexation of property identified as Parcel No. 13-24-300-005, Peoria, Illinois; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 10;

Nays:
None.

Mayor Ardis opened the Public Hearing at 6:45 P.M.     

Following a third call for public comment, and after Mayor Ardis determined no one wished to address the Council regarding this issue, Council Member Turner moved to close the Public Hearing; seconded by Council Member Manning.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.

The Public Hearing closed at 6:47 P.M.
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(05-246)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 

Growth Management with Recommendation from the Planning Commission 

to Approve the Following:
A.
RESOLUTION Approving the ANNEXATION AGREEMENT for 

Property Located North of Interstate 74, East of Weaverridge 

Boulevard, South of Charter Oak Road, and West of Carola Court 

with a Parcel No. (Tax Identification Number) of 13-24-300-005, all Located Within One and One-Half Miles of the City of Peoria, Illinois;

Council Member Spears moved to approve the Resolution approving the Annexation Agreement for property located North of Interstate 74, East of WeaverRidge Boulevard, South of Charter Oak Road, and West of Carola Court with a Parcel No. (Tax Identification Number) of 

13-24-300-005, all located within one and one-half miles of the City of Peoria; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.

Council Member Spears explained that the access road to and from this parcel of property was a small two-lane street without sidewalks or gutters.  He said the neighbors had expressed concern regarding pedestrian safety due to traffic.  Council Member Spears said that the neighborhood concerns regarding the traffic, pedestrian safety, property values, Fire and Police protection, and issues pertaining to sewer and water needed to be addressed by the Planning Commission at the Zoning hearing.  

Motion to approve RESOLUTION NO. 05-246 approving the Annexation Agreement for property located North of Interstate 74, East of WeaverRidge Boulevard, South of Charter Oak Road, and West of Carola Court with a Parcel No. (Tax Identification Number) of 13-24-300-005, all located within one and one-half miles of the City of Peoria was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 10;

Nays:
None.

B.
ORDINANCE Annexing Territory Contiguous to the City of Peoria – 

PARCEL NO. 13-24-300-005.
Following a brief comment, Council Member Spears moved to adopt the Ordinance annexing territory contiguous to the City of Peoria identified as PARCEL NO. 13-24-300-005; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.

ORDINANCE NO. 15,767 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 10;

Nays:
None.

(05-247)
PUBLIC HEARING Regarding the ANNEXATION of Property Located at 9801 

N. ALLEN ROAD, Peoria, Illinois.
Council Member Nichting moved to open the Public Hearing regarding the Annexation of property located at 9801 N. Allen Road, Peoria, Illinois; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 10;

Nays:
None.
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Mayor Ardis opened the Public Hearing at 6:48 P.M.     

Following a third call for public comment, and after Mayor Ardis determined no one wished to address the Council regarding this issue, Council Member Nichting moved to close the Public Hearing; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.

The Public Hearing closed at 6:50 P.M.

(05-248)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management with Recommendation from the Planning Commission to Approve the Following:
A.
RESOLUTION Approving the ANNEXATION AGREEMENT for Property Located North of Illinois Route 6, South of Alta Lane, East of Radnor Road, Along the West Side of Allen Road with a Temporary Address of 9801 N. ALLEN ROAD, all Located within One and One-Half Miles of the City of Peoria, Illinois.
Council Member Nichting moved to defer this Item for four weeks until the June 14, 2005, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Motion to defer this Item until June 14, 2005, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 10;


Nays:
None.

(05-249)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management with Recommendation to Receive and File the FINAL REPORT from Peoria City Beautiful and the City of Peoria on the 2005 GREAT AMERICAN CLEAN-UP.
Following a brief comment by City Manager Randy Oliver, a brief slide presentation was given regarding the 2005 Great American Clean-Up.   

Ms. Sue Dewey, Executive Director of Peoria City Beautiful, introduced Ms. Jenny Gibbs, President of Peoria City Beautiful.  Ms. Dewey thanked the 1,400 volunteers that included Council Members, City employees, members of businesses, neighborhood associations, Civic organizations, schools and Peoria area Scout troops, who helped remove over 117,000 pounds of litter, garbage, landscape wastes, along with 500 unused tires from City streets, alleys and neighborhoods.  She thanked several community businesses that partnered with Peoria City Beautiful to sponsor this event. 

Ms. Leslie McKnight, Neighborhood Program Supervisor for the City of Peoria, introduced Ms. Diana Hall, President of Bard Optical, and Chairman of the Warehouse District Committee of the Heart of Peoria Commission, and Mr. Gregory Peesly, Mission Integration Manager for OSF, who participated in the Great American Clean-Up.  Ms. McKnight said because of the overwhelming response from numerous neighborhoods to participate, the clean-up program 
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was extended another week.  She recognized the support of City staff and employees, including the Fire Department, and thanked all the parties involved in making the 2005 Great American Clean-Up a huge success for the City of Peoria. 

Ms. Diana Hall thanked the City Council, City staff members and employees and their families, as well as businesses and neighborhood associations for supporting this program.      

Mr. Gregory Peesly said it has always been OSF’s mission to serve the City of Peoria and he said it was a privilege to assist the public in cleaning up Historic Morton Square Park.

Council Member Nichting moved to receive and file the final report from Peoria City Beautiful and the City of Peoria on the 2005 Great American Clean-Up; seconded by Council Member Morris.

Motion to receive and file the final report from Peoria City Beautiful and the City of Peoria on the 2005 Great American Clean-Up was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.

On behalf of the Lyndale Road Neighborhood Association, City Clerk Mary Haynes expressed her appreciation to Ms. Leslie McKnight for coordinating clean-up efforts in that area. 

CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE, for the City of Peoria, with Recommendations as Outlined:

(05-250)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management with Recommendation to Enter into a CONTRACT With BRADY'S LUMBER AND CONSTRUCTION, INC., for the 2005 ADOPT-A-RAMP PROGRAM, in an Amount Not to Exceed $47,500.00 of COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDS.
(05-251)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel with 

Recommendation to Adopt ORDINANCE NO. 15,768 Amending CHAPTER 2 of the Code of the City of Peoria Relating to CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS Changing to REGULAR COUNCIL MEETINGS on the FIRST FOUR TUESDAYS of Each Month.
(05-252)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Inspections with 

Recommendation to Adopt ORDINANCE NO. 15,769 Amending CHAPTER 5 of the Code of the City of Peoria Relating to the ADOPTION of the 2005 NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE, and ONE AMENDMENT Regarding Attic Access Opening Size.
(05-253)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller with Recommendation to Adopt ORDINANCE NO. 15,770 Amending CHAPTER 27 of the Code of the City of Peoria Relating to COMPUTATION of DUE DATES for TAXES.
(05-254)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works with Recommendation to Approve a SIDEWALK CAFÉ for JIMMY JOHN'S Located at 208 S.W. ADAMS.
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Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Manning.

Item Nos. 05-250 through 05-254 were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus 

Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.

(05-255)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works with Request for Authorization to Accept the Award of 2005 ENERGY EFFICIENT LED TRAFFIC SIGNAL UPGRADE GRANT PROGRAM from the Illinois Clean Energy Foundation, in the Amount of $61,570.00, and to Authorize the Expenditure of $11,110.00 from the 2004 TRAFFIC SIGNAL CIP.

Council Member Nichting moved to authorize the City Manager to accept the award of the 2005 

Energy Efficient LED Traffic Signal Upgrade Grant program from the Illinois Clean Energy 

Foundation, in the amount of $61,570.00, and to authorize the expenditure of $11,110.00 from 

the 2004 Traffic Signal CIP; seconded by Council Member Turner.
City Manger Randy Oliver said the installation of LED Signals throughout the City of Peoria would be safer and more energy efficient and save the City on maintenance costs.   

Director of Public Works Steve Van Winkle explained that the City of Peoria had received a Phase II Grant from the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation for the installation of LED traffic signals throughout the City, which would be completed by October of 2005.  Director 

Van Winkle said the LED source provided a tremendous amount of light with a minimal amount of energy costs. 

Motion to authorize the City Manager to accept the award of the 2005 Energy Efficient 

LED Traffic Signal Upgrade Grant program from the Illinois Clean Energy Foundation, in 

the amount of $61,570.00, and to authorize the expenditure of $11,110.00 from the 2004 

Traffic Signal CIP, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.

(05-256)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works with Recommendation to Approve the STREET LIGHTING REQUESTS in the Total Amount of $247.26 Annually for the ALLEY INTERSECTION on ARCHER Between Ellis and Flora, and the Alley Behind 2509 N. SHERIDAN.
Council Member Van Auken moved to approve the street lighting requests in the total amount of $247.26 annually for the alley intersection on Archer between Ellis and Flora, and the alley behind 2509 N. Sheridan; seconded by Council Member Grayeb.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
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(05-257)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel with Recommendation to Adopt an ORDINANCE Amending CHAPTER 15 of the Code of the City of Peoria Relating to NOISE.
Council Member Nichting moved to adopt the Ordinance amending Chapter 15 of the Code of the City of Peoria relating to Noise; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.

Council Member Sandberg expressed concern with Section 15-62.  He said he felt this section was more vague than the previous one, and was a temporary solution to the problem of dealing with noise in the downtown business area.  He said he felt the section included terms that would be subjective on a case by case basis against one particular location, and the City would end up back in Court with equal vagueness.  He cautioned Staff to utilize this ordinance judiciously. He said he felt consideration should be given to modifying the hours for enforcement of noise in the central business district by allowing citizens to get eight hours of sleep, and they could sleep later in the morning.  

Council Member Nichting inquired if the $200 violation fine had a positive effect on changing the behavior pattern regarding loud music coming from cars.  He questioned if Staff needed to consider increasing the amount of the fine.   

Corporation Counsel Randy Ray said research had determined that these fines were not being paid on a repeated basis, and he said he felt the $200 fine was a fair amount.  He said that Staff would continue to monitor the problem.  


Motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 15,771, amending Chapter 15 of the Code of the City 

of Peoria relating to Noise was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 8;

Nays:
Gulley, Sandberg – 2.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(05-216)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 

Growth Management with Recommendation from the Zoning Commission to Adopt and with Staff Recommendation to DENY an ORDINANCE Rezoning Property Located at 3708, 3714, 3718, 3722, and 3724 N. PROSPECT ROAD and 3709, 3713, 3721, 3725, and 3727 N. ASHTON AVENUE from the Present Class R-4 (Single Family Residential) District to a Class C-1 (General Commercial) District and Granting a SPECIAL USE for an AUTO REPAIR, MUFFLER and BRAKE SERVICE ESTABLISHMENT.

Following a brief explanation, Council Member Manning moved to defer this Item for three weeks until the June 7, 2005, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member 

Van Auken. 

Motion to defer this item until June 7, 2005, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
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(05-219)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 

Growth Management with Recommendation to Adopt an ORDINANCE Rezoning Property Located at 1800 N. SHERIDAN from the Present Class O-1 (Arterial Office) District to a Class R-4 (Single Family Residential) District. (New Communication and Ordinance)

Council Member Van Auken moved to adopt the Ordinance rezoning property located at 1800 N. Sheridan from the present Class O-1 (Arterial Office) District to a Class R-4 (Single Family Residential) District; seconded by Council Member Turner.

ORDINANCE NO. 15,772 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.

(04-591)
Consideration of a MOTION TO REMOVE FROM THE TABLE the SITE APPLICATION for CLASS C-5 (Gas Station/Convenience Store) LIQUOR LICENSE at 1415 ALTA ROAD, with Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to Approve AND with Petitions Bearing 418 Signatures Opposing the Site Approval.

Council Member Nichting moved to remove from the Table and place on the May 24, 2005, Regular City Council Agenda. the site application for a Class C-5 (Gas Station/Convenience Store) Liquor License at 1415 Alta Road, with recommendation from the Liquor Commission to approve; seconded by Council Member Sandberg.


Motion to remove this Item from the Table and place on the May 24, 2005, City Council 

Agenda was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
Turner – 1.

(03-518)
REQUEST to DIRECT STAFF to RESEARCH the ORDINANCE ADOPTED ON SEPTEMBER 2, 2003, REGARDING THE WAREHOUSE OVERLAY DISTRICT, BRING the ORDINANCE BACK FOR COUNCIL DISCUSSION, With the POSSIBILITY of RESCINDING SAID ORDINANCE, EXCLUDING THOSE PROPERTIES IN THE DISTRICT ZONED B-1, and PROVIDE the COUNCIL With ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING CURRENT PROJECTS BEING DEVELOPED in the OVERLAY DISTRICT AREA.

Council Member Sandberg said the Council had adopted an Ordinance establishing a Warehouse Overlay District with the requirement that a Review Design Team would be established to study the area and bring their recommendations back to the Council.  He said, to date, these provisions had not been met. 

Following further explanation, Council Member Sandberg moved to direct Staff to review the Warehouse Overlay District Ordinance that was adopted on September 2, 2003, bring it back to Council for discussion, with the possibility of rescinding the Ordinance, excluding those properties in the District zoned B-1, and return the area to its former status; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.  
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Council Member Morris said he agreed that the Ordinance should be brought back to Council for discussion.   He expressed concern regarding rescinding the Ordinance because of the parking courtesies that had been extended to business owners in the area.  He said he felt the Warehouse Overlay District was a vision that would benefit the community.   

Council Member Gulley requested that the report back from Staff include the number of current projects that might be moving forward utilizing this Overlay District. 

City Manager Oliver requested that anyone who was currently involved in the development of projects in the Overlay District to contact City Staff.  

Council Member Sandberg clarified that his motion would only affect properties located within the Overlay District that were not zoned B-1.  He said properties located in the B-1 zoning area would continue to have the no-parking relaxations, etc.  

Following a clarification from Corporation Counsel Randy Ray, Council Member Nichting said he would like the record to indicate he would abstain from voting on this issue due to his ownership of property in the Warehouse District.


Motion to direct Staff to research the Ordinance regarding the Warehouse Overlay 

District that was adopted on September 2, 2003, bring the Ordinance back to the Council for discussion, with the possibility of rescinding said Ordinance, and provide the Council with additional information regarding current projects being developed in the Overlay District, at the Regular City Council Meeting to be held on June 7, 2005, was approved by roll call vote.  

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None;

Abstentions:   Nichting – 1.

NEW BUSINESS

RECOGNITION of PEORIA FIREFIGHTERS WHO HAVE DIED

Council Member Sandberg encouraged the Council and the public to attend Memorial Services for members of Peoria’s Fire Department who lost their lives in the line of duty.  He said the services would be held on Sunday, May 22, 2005, at 2:00 P.M. in the Civic Center Plaza next to City Hall.   

City Clerk Mary Haynes expressed her apologies to the Fire Department and explained she was called upon to speak at the International Institute of Municipal Clerks Annual Conference.  She said she would be with the Firefighters in spirit on May 22nd.  

DISCUSSIONS TARGETING DRUG HOUSE AND CRIME IN NEIGHBORHOODS

Council Member Grayeb emphasized the need to utilize all available resources to shut down drug houses.  He said neighborhoods were fed up with the drug cartel in this City, which has prompted some citizens to relocate.  He said the Police Department was continually making arrests, but more work was needed.  He said he felt this issue should be a top priority of the new Council, and he was looking forward to recommendations from Police Chief Settingsgaard and the Police Department on new effective strategies to remove this reign of terror from the City of Peoria.  
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Council Member Turner said he supported the new administration’s commitment in establishing a zero tolerance on drugs and crime in the Peoria area.  He said new initiatives had been discussed and he requested citizens to come forward and make the Council aware of problems in their neighborhoods. 

Council Member Manning said he would be joining members of the Mayor’s Task Force Commission to meet with neighborhood representatives and discuss ways to accomplish 

solutions to the various crime issues in the community.  

DISCUSSION REGARDING SURPLUS FUNDS FROM 2004 CITY BUDGET 

In discussion with Council Member Morris regarding surplus funds that were shown in the 2004 City budget, City Manager Randy Oliver said there would be an audit report in June, 2005, and the felt that would be the appropriate time to have Council discussion regarding the surplus funds from 2004.  

Council Member Turner said he felt the City’s Pension Process should be reviewed along with discussion regarding surplus funds. 

COMMENTS Regarding The NEW ADMINISTRATION

City Clerk Haynes complimented Mayor Ardis and the Council Members on the excellent manner in which they conducted tonight’s meeting.  She said she was encouraged by the way they had started the new administration by working as a team, and she said she applauded them. 

MEMORIAL SERVICES For DECEASED POLICE OFFICERS and FIREFIGHERS 

Mayor Ardis encouraged the public to attend the Police Memorial Services to be held at 

12:00 P.M. on Wednesday, May 18, 2005, and the Firefighters Memorial to be held on Sunday, May 22, 2005, at 2:00 P.M.  He said both services would be held at the Civic Center Plaza adjacent to City Hall. 

CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

(05-258)
REQUEST from CITIZENS to Address the CITY COUNCIL Regarding 



Various Items.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those citizens wishing to address the City Council.

Ms. Levetta Ricca, 711 Greenlawn, President of Olde Town South Neighborhood Association, welcomed Mayor Ardis, Council Member Manning, Council Member Van Auken, Police Chief Settingsgaard, and the re-elected District Council Members.  She said she was looking forward to working with the new energy and leadership of the Council.  She thanked everyone who participated in the successful clean-up efforts in the Olde Town South area.  She commended the Fire Department and Police Department for their efforts to save St. Martin DePorres Church, which is the oldest Catholic Church in the Peoria diocese. 

Ms. June Moore, 1409 W. Millman, welcomed Mayor Ardis, Council Member Manning, and Council Member Van Auken.  She said she was unable to attend the Great American Clean-Up Program, and she challenged the Peoria area children, the Mayor, Council Members and Police Chief to participate in a clean-up program to win the clean-up travelling trophy.  She said, as an incentive to continue the momentum of cleaning up the neighborhoods, a special prize would be awarded to the winner of the challenge. 

27007

                   CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS                                  MAY 17, 2005

Mr. Paul Wilkinson, 2220 N. Sheridan, asked for the Council’s assistance regarding gang fights, drug houses, prostitution and graffiti that existed in his neighborhood.  He said crime had been somewhat reduced in the area due to an agreement with Sheridan Liquors in connection with the Police Department, and following an up-coming three-month evaluation of the agreement, the neighbors would be submitting further suggestions to improve their neighborhood.   Mr. Wilkinson said he felt the $200 fine that was issued for loud music was not a deterrent for those who violated the Ordinance.  He said he felt that implementing community service hours for violations instead of issuing fines would be a more beneficial alternate solution. 

Mr. Michael Levan, 1212 N.E. Monroe, commended the Police and Fire Departments for their support in the Great American Clean-Up program.  He said statistics indicated that the Police and Fire Departments were the first people to arrive at emergency situations, and he felt this was a benefit to the citizens.  He commended Police Officer Katie Handing for her dedicated service to the community. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION

(05-259)
Requesting Approval of a Motion for the City Council to go into EXECUTIVE 



SESSION to Discuss 2(c)(5)   The purchase or lease of real property for the 

use of the public body; and 2(c)(11)   Litigation, when an action against, 

affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is 

pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that such an action is probable or imminent. 

Council Member Grayeb moved for the City Council to go into Executive Session to discuss 

2(c)(5)   The purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body, and 2(c)(11)   Litigation, when an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that such an action is probable or imminent; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

            
Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.

ADJOURNMENT

Council Member Grayeb moved to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by viva voce vote.

The Council Meeting adjourned at 7:55 P.M.  

________________________                                                           

Mary L. Haynes, MMC








City Clerk, Peoria, IL
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