                                                          CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS                                          26945

: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS:

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, April 5, 2005, a Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Peoria was held this date at 6:15 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, Mayor David P. Ransburg presiding.

ROLL CALL

Roll call showed the following Council Members present:  Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears (arrived at 6:19 P.M.), Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 11; Absent: None.

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Ransburg requested a moment of silent prayer and then he led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

MINUTES

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on March 15, 2005, the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting to hold a Policy Session on March 22, 2005, and the Executive Sessions held on March 15 and 22, 2005, as printed; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 10;

Nays:
None.

PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS 

(05-162)
Communication from the City Manager and Interim Director of Economic 

Development Recommending Approval of the UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 

COLLEGE OF MEDICINE AT PEORIA REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT 

Between the City and the UNIVERSITY/PHYSICIANS COLLABORATIVE and Authorization for the City Manager to Execute the Necessary Documents.

Corporation Counsel Randy Ray distributed a revised Page 9 of the Redevelopment Agreement to all members of the City Council.

Council Member Ardis said he would abstain from voting and discussion because his wife worked for one of the medical groups involved with this project.

Council Member Spears arrived at the meeting at 6:19 P.M.

Council Member Morris explained the University of Illinois College of Medicine was one of the anchors to the Medical-Technical District and there was an opportunity to use existing funds from a Tax Increment Financing district, established long ago for the purpose of redeveloping Southtown, to stimulate this project.  He said the University of Illinois Board of Trustees was set to take a vote in the next month to ratify the conveyance of land to a research and office center for four specialized medical groups whose members were mostly made up of present faculty members of the University of Illinois College of Medicine. 
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Council Member Morris said the Peoria College of Medicine had not received the needed attention from the University of Illinois, and he felt the approval of the proposed agreement would send a strong message to the University of Illinois College of Medicine Board of Trustees. 

He added he would like the Council to adopt a Resolution at a future meeting to let the Board of Trustees know that the people of Peoria join with the private sector and want to partner with them further and grow the campus and their research.  

Council Member Morris moved to grant Privilege of the Floor to those who wished to address this issue; seconded by Council Member Gulley.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ransburg granted Privilege of the Floor to those who wished to address this issue.

Dr. Don Rager, 7021 W. Lamoine Avenue, Regional Dean of the University of Illinois College of Medicine in Peoria, gave a brief history of how their vision for an inter-dependent and unified academic health center came to be crafted.  He said the community was rich with health care resources, which included the hospitals, physician groups, individual physicians, health care providers, and other resources for health care.  He said their vision would include all these aspects to create a national health care destination in this community.  He requested the support of the community, business leaders, and political leaders to support this activity. He said PeoriaNext and the Med-Tech District were launched because of this initiative.  He said he felt the proposed agreement would give new hope to their vision with the help of forty committed facility members who were coming together in a closer partnership with the College of Medicine to strengthen their capability and their resolve.  

Dr. Thomas Rossi, 420 N. E. Glen Oak Avenue, Associate Professor of Surgery and Associate Director of Program Surgery for the University of Illinois, and assisted in directing the Peoria Surgical Group, said this was a collaboration between nine different groups which were affiliated with teaching at the University and they felt there was a need to consolidate the faculty in a focused area of institutional training to be mentors, teachers, and researchers for the Peoria area and all of Illinois.  He said it was felt there was some neglect by the total University system to maintain their viability in Peoria and they wanted to make a statement regarding their commitment. He said they appreciated everyone who had assisted with this project.

City Manager Randy Oliver gave a brief overview of the 20-acre project. He explained, if this project was located farther away from the proposed location, it would be more difficult to have physician participation because of travel time issues.  He said he felt this was an opportunity to make the City of Peoria and the medical presence even more important to this community.  He added the Peoria facility was not shown on the University of Illinois’ website at all, and he felt the Peoria Campus needed to get the University’s attention by growing their investment and creating additional buildings which would benefit and serve the purpose of the medical school.  He said the opportunity for nationally-renowned physicians to be a member of the faculty of the University of Illinois would be a significant recruitment tool.  

City Manager Randy Oliver said the proposed agreement provided $4 million out of the TIF, with $3.5 million in 2005 and $500,000 in 2006 to be used for two things.  He referred to the infrastructure and he pointed out the entrance to the medical school was awkward.  He said the proposal provided that the entrance would be relocated to Globe Street, where a traffic signal would be installed, and a loop road constructed around the existing site.  He said this would also open additional development opportunities on the site.  He said also a parking garage would be built.  He said this project would stabilize the medical community in the downtown area, and would secure the future of medicine in this community for many years to come.  
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Following a brief comment, Council Member Gulley moved to approve the University of Illinois 

College of Medicine at Peoria Redevelopment Agreement between the City and the 

University/Physicians Collaborative, as amended to include the revised Page 9, and to authorize 

the City Manager to execute the necessary documents; seconded by Council Member Morris.

In discussion with Council Member Spears regarding the Southtown TIF funds, City Manager Randy Oliver said, upon the completion of this taxing year, there would be approximately $4 million.  

In further discussion with Council Member Spears, Interim Director of Economic Development Karie Friling said at the end of 2004, the unaudited balance of the Southtown TIF fund was  $3,378,156, and in answer to Council Member Spears question regarding debt, she confirmed the total debt was $14,543,734.  

In discussion with Council Member Spears regarding the debt, Interim Director of Economic Development Karie Friling said there was approximately $2.6 million in Hope VI debt, and $3.052 million in interest on the debt, which was part of the $14 million. 

Council Member Sandberg expressed concern that the City had been dealing with the Southtown debt for over 28 years, and the City still owed over $14 million.  He pointed out that School District #150 had been receiving the same amount of taxes on this project as they  received 28 years ago.  He said he did not feel the City should invest any more money into property that was non-tax producing.  He said he could not support this proposal, not because he did not support the project that was being presented, but because he felt there were more progressive ways to spend this money than for a parking structure.  

In discussion with Council Member Spears regarding the proposed parking deck, City Manager Oliver said the parking deck was not projected to pay property taxes.  He said it was proposed to be owned by the public, but there would be an agreement for this group to manage the parking deck so part of the initial capital would be put forth by the City and part of the capital would be put forth by the professional services corporation, which owned the building, and it would be totally paid for and maintained by that group.

In further discussion with Council Member Spears regarding the possibility of this group paying property taxes, Corporation Counsel Randy Ray said that decision would rest with the State when they processed the exemption.  He said that determination had not been made.  He added the City was not projecting those taxes.  

Council Member Spears said he felt the plan was great, but he expressed concern that no tax money would be going to the School District, which had enormous debt.  He said he had received calls from members of the School Board who were in support of the project.  He stated, because there was only $4 million in the Southtown fund, there was a $14 million debt, and with the School District’s debt situation, he would not be able to support this project at this time.  

In discussion with Council Member Nichting, Dr. Don Rager gave a brief history as to why the School of Medicine located in Peoria in the late 1960’s.  He explained the importance of the School of Medicine to the City of Peoria and the entire community.
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Mr. Aaron Schock, State Representative and President of the District #150 School Board, said the School Board unanimously supported the proposed project. He said he recognized the Council’s support of the proposed parking deck would enable $15 million in infrastructure improvements, so when the Southtown TIF expired in 2013, there would be tax paying entities and the School District, at the current tax rate, would receive approximately $130,000 each year in additional tax revenue.  He discussed the negative impact on the City and the School District, if this project located outside the downtown area or outside the District #150 area. 

In discussion with Council Member Grayeb regarding the amount of uncompensated care provided by the physicians’ groups, Dr. Rossi said approximately $2.2 million per year of pro bono health care was provided to individuals who could not pay by his group alone, and approximately $5.4 million total per year by all the groups.  

Council Member Grayeb pointed out the City of Peoria was in a very competitive environment and, if the City lost this project to another community, the Council would continue to see a shift away from the City of Peoria.  He said this project was a foundational piece of the City’s medical future, and he supported the proposal.

Motion to approve the University of Illinois College of Medicine at Peoria Redevelopment Agreement between the City and the University/Physicians Collaborative, as amended to include the revised Page 9, and to authorize the City Manager to execute the necessary documents was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 8;

Nays:
Sandberg, Spears - 2;

Abstention:  Ardis - 1.

(05-163)
Communication from the City Manager and the Finance Director/ Comptroller Recommending Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending the BUDGET for FISCAL YEAR 2005 Relating to the REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT Between the City and the UNIVERSITY/PHYSICIANS COLLABORATIVE.

Council Member Ardis said he would abstain from voting and discussion because his wife worked for one of the medical groups involved with this project.

Council Member Gulley moved to adopt the Ordinance amending the Budget for Fiscal Year 2005 relating to the Redevelopment Agreement between the City and the University/ Physicians Collaborative; seconded by Council Member Turner.

ORDINANCE NO. 15,758 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 9;

Nays:
Sandberg – 1;

Abstention:  Ardis - 1.

CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS  VOTE, for the City of Peoria, with Recommendations as Outlined:

(05-164)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 

Growth Management Requesting the Reallocation of $45,000.00 in CDBG Funds from the 2003 & 2004 CHRISTMAS IN APRIL PROJECTS to the RIVERWEST SOUTH SIDEWALK PROJECT and the Reallocation of $45,000.00 in Capital Funds from the Riverwest South Sidewalk Project to the CHRISTMAS IN APRIL PROJECT.
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(05-165)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 

  *
Requesting Approval of the BID of VENABLE CONSTRUCTION for SINR CONTRACT #26 for SIDEWALK REPLACEMENT in the Aiken, Warren, Widenham and Steubenville District, which Includes Sidewalks near Roosevelt Junior High School, in the Amount of $112,698.25.
(05-166)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 

**
Requesting Approval of a CONTRACT with R.A. CULLINAN & SONS, INC. for 2005 DRIVEWAY and PARKING LOT REPAIRS, in the Base Bid Amount of $171,000.00.
(05-167)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 

  ***
Requesting Approval of the Vendors for STREET MAINTENANCE MATERIALS, as Outlined.
(05-168)
Communication from the City Manager and Fire Chief Requesting Approval to PURCHASE FIFTEEN SETS of SELF-CONTAINED BREATHING APPARATUS (SCBA) and ACCESSORY EQUIPMENT from HAGEMEYER CORPORATION, in the Amount of $43,622.24.
(05-169)
Communication from the City Manager and Police Chief Requesting Approval to PURCHASE TWELVE DECATUR ELECTRONICS GENESES II RADAR UNITS, through the State Bid, in the Amount of $16,992.00.
(05-170)
Communication from the City Manager and Information Systems Director Requesting Approval to PURCHASE 120 HEWLETT-PACKARD PERSONAL COMPUTERS from the EDGE TEAM, in the Amount of $102,840.00, as part of the Annual Information Technology Refreshment Plan.
(05-171)
Communication from the City Manager and Police Chief Requesting the CANCELLATION of Previous Council Approval for the PURCHASE of a LIVESCAN SYSTEM and ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT from MOTOROLA, in the Amount of $59,011.00. (Refer to Item No. 05-047)
(05-172)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting Authorization to RETAIN the FIRM of FLEMING AND UMLAND, ATTORNEYS AT LAW, to Represent the City in GREGORY, et al. v. WOLF, et al., Case Number 04 L 233, Peoria County.
(05-173)
Communication from the City Manager and Human Resources Director Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to EXECUTE the COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT Negotiated Between the CITY OF PEORIA  and AFSCME LOCAL 3464, Covering the Period from January 1, 2005 through December 31, 2009.
(05-174)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting to Concur with the Recommendation from the Weed and Seed Steering Committee to Enter Into a CONTRACT with SAFE TO LIVE INITIATIVE, in the Amount of $5,000.00, to Implement Healthy Families Social Marketing Campaign.
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(05-175)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting to Concur with the Recommendation from the Weed and Seed Steering Committee to Enter into CONTRACTS with NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE and COUNSELING AND FAMILY SERVICES to Continue as Weed and Seed SAFE HAVENS, in the Amount of $10,000.00 each, to Implement Additional Services in the Target Neighborhood.
(05-176)
Communication from the City Manager Requesting Approval to Receive and File the YEAR END STATUS REPORT Regarding the City of Peoria's 2004 DEPARTMENTAL GOALS.
(05-177)
Communication from the City Manager Requesting Adoption of the Document Establishing the 2005 DEPARTMENTAL GOALS for the City of Peoria.
(05-178)
CITY TREASURER REGINALD A. WILLIS ANNUAL REPORT - 2004.
(05-179)
CITY TREASURER REGINALD A. WILLIS REPORT - January, 2005.
(05-180)
CITY TREASURER REGINALD A. WILLIS REPORT - February, 2005.
(05-181)
PEORIA PUBLIC LIBRARY FINANCIAL REPORT and STATISTICAL REPORT – January 31, 2005.
(05-182)
PEORIA PUBLIC LIBRARY FINANCIAL REPORT and STATISTICAL REPORT – February 28, 2005.
(05-183)
ADOPTION of COMMITTEE REPORT Regarding a PRESENTATION of I-74 

ROAD CLOSURE by ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT of TRANSPORATION (IDOT) and CITY/COUNTY COOPERATION EFFORTS.

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Council Member Gulley requested Item No. 05-165 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Ardis requested Item No. 05-166 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Spears requested Item No. 05-167 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Item Nos. 05-164 through 05-183 (excluding Item Nos. 05-165, 05-166, and 05-167     which were removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion) were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, 

Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 11;

Nays:
None.
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(05-165)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 

  *
Requesting Approval of the BID of VENABLE CONSTRUCTION for SINR CONTRACT #26 for SIDEWALK REPLACEMENT in the Aiken, Warren, Widenham and Steubenville District, which Includes Sidewalks near Roosevelt Junior High School, in the Amount of $112,698.25.
Council Member Gulley said he would be abstaining from the vote and discussion because the general contractor of this project was his client. 

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the bid of Venable Construction for SINR Contract #26 for sidewalk replacement in the Aiken, Warren, Widenham and Steubenville District, which included sidewalks near Roosevelt Junior High School, in the amount of $112,698.25; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Ardis, Grayeb, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 10;

Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Gulley - 1.

(05-166)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 

**
Requesting Approval of a CONTRACT with R.A. CULLINAN & SONS, INC. for 2005 DRIVEWAY and PARKING LOT REPAIRS, in the Base Bid Amount of $171,000.00.
Council Member Ardis said there had been some questions regarding the Ben Henry Park portion of this contract.

Council Member Ardis moved to approve the contract with R. A. Cullinan & Sons, Inc., in the base bid amount of $171,000.00, for 2005 driveway and parking lot repairs, with the exception of the portion regarding Ben Henry Park, and defer the Ben Henry Park portion for two weeks until the April 19, 2005, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Gulley.

Motion to approve the contract with R. A. Cullinan & Sons, Inc., in the base bid amount of $171,000.00, for 2005 driveway and parking lot repairs, with the exception of the portion regarding Ben Henry Park, and defer the Ben Henry Park portion for two weeks until the April 19, 2005, Regular City Council Meeting, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 11;

Nays:
None.

(05-167)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 

  ***
Requesting Approval of the Vendors for STREET MAINTENANCE MATERIALS, as Outlined.
Director of Public Works Steve Van Winkle distributed a revised last page of the Council communication regarding EOO numbers to all members of the City Council.

In discussion with Council Member Spears regarding Group 6, which was the black rock that increased in price by $2.20 a ton, Director of Public Works Steve Van Winkle said the City used black rock considerably throughout the year.  He said there was only one mine for this black rock and he had not found another source of the rock.  He said he had been talking to one Council Member about this situation and there may be another source for the rock, but it would not be located near Peoria.  
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Council Member Spears moved to approve the vendors for street maintenance materials, as outlined, but he felt the City needed to be looking for another source of the black rock; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Council Member Sandberg said the black rock was available from only one mine, but there was only one supplier.  So, he said, it looked like there were three bids for that one product, but the other two bidders had to purchase from the same supplier, who had exclusive rights in Peoria.  He suggested there were other rocks that would perform well, but may not have the same valuation.  He said the performance-based specifications should be opened to know what the difference was in the rock.  

Council Member Spears said the Director of Public Works had explained this situation to the Council, but he felt the City should be looking for a different way or a different black rock.

Motion to approve the vendors for street maintenance materials, as outlined, but he felt the City needed to be looking for another source of the black rock was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 11;

Nays:
None.

(05-184)
Communication from the City Manager and Police Chief Requesting Approval of the PURCHASE of a LIVESCAN SYSTEM and ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT from ID NETWORKS, in the Amount of $57,635.00. (Refer to 05-047)
Council Member Nichting moved to approve the purchase of a Livescan System and associated equipment from ID Networks, in the amount of $57,635.00; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 11;

Nays:
None.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(05-062)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Inspections Recommending Approval to REDUCE the BUILDING PERMIT FEE, from Approximately $185,000.00 to $25,000.00 to Cover Staff Time for Inspection Services for IMPROVEMENTS to the CIVIC CENTER and to Recognize that the Civic Center is a Public Entity.

Following some brief comments, Council Member Turner moved to reduce the building permit fee, from approximately $185,000.00 to $25,000.00 to cover Staff time for inspection services for improvements to the Civic Center and to recognize that the Civic Center is a Public Entity; seconded by Council Member Grayeb.

Council Member Sandberg said he could support eliminating all building fees because he supported encouraging everyone to follow the process and meet the City’s standards.  He said the Civic Center was funded by HRA revenues and they should be expected to pay building fees, like everyone else.  He said he could not support the motion.
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Council Member Spears said he would not support the motion either.  He said he felt that it was important not to waive the building fees, since the City had already saved the Civic Center money in the bonding.  

Council Member Ardis said he felt it was important, due to the overwhelming amount of time the Inspections Department spent on the project, that lowering the amount to $25,000 was not appropriate at this time.

Motion to reduce the building permit fee, from approximately $185,000.00 to $25,000.00 to cover Staff time for inspection services for improvements to the Civic Center and to recognize that the Civic Center is a Public Entity was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 8;

Nays:
Ardis, Sandberg, Spears  - 3.

NEW BUSINESS

(05-185)
REQUEST for a REPORT BACK Regarding the Possible Changes to the HARASSMENT POLICIES for the City of Peoria, and to also Bring Back the Language and Policies in the Code of Conduct that all City Employees needed to be held accountable regarding how they represented the City in the fair treatment of all people in general, and this item to come back to Council at the May 17, 2005, Regular City Council or no later than the June 7, 2005, Regular City Council Meeting,


Council Member Gulley said there was a situation at the Peoria Police Department regarding a comment made by a probationary Police Officer regarding African-Americans.  He said he felt the Council should hold a discussion to determine what the guidelines were regarding actions of the Fire and Police Commission and what authority the Council had over that Commission.  He said he felt harassment policies should be in place to move swiftly, when needed, to handle a situation such as this.   

In further discussion with Council Member Gulley, Corporation Counsel Randy Ray said, if a probationary Police Officer was terminated, that Officer had the right to appeal the termination to the Fire and Police Commission and their decision would not come before the City Council.  He further explained that a probationary Police Officer was an at-will employee and the Police Chief had the authority to terminate the employee, but under the City’s system, the terminated employee would have a right to appeal the suspension to the Fire and Police Commission and their determination would be final.

Council Member Gulley questioned what changes could be made to the current policy relating to the Fire and Police Commission, or to the General Police Orders relating to issues of this matter, etc.  He said he would like to have a report back from the Administration regarding what policies needed to be changed so the Council would have authority to move and take action in a situation such as this one.  
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In discussion with Council Member Turner regarding how this issue would affect the City’s liability in what could be determined as a pattern or practice by any one individual, Corporation Counsel Randy Ray said it was true that municipal liability was found based upon custom and practice and the City would not want to have any findings that the custom and practice of the Peoria Police Department was in any way violating anyone’s rights.  He said he was not sure the incident that he had knowledge of would be sufficient to constitute a custom and practice of the Police Department.  He said the individual was disciplined and there was some remedial action taken, so he did not feel the City was currently in that situation.  

In discussion with Council Member Sandberg, City Manager Randy Oliver said the discipline was based on both past practice as it related to probationary Police Officers, as well as past practice as it related to Police Officers. He said he felt the penalty should be the same for both.

Council Member Sandberg said he did not share that opinion.

Council Member Gulley moved to request a report back regarding the possible changes to the harassment policies for the City of Peoria; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Council Member Gulley said he would like to have input from the community and from the newly hired Police Chief, who would be starting his position with Peoria on May 2, 2005.  He requested that the report back come back to Council in 30 days or a little longer if the new Police Chief needed some extra time to review the situation.  He said he felt Staff could begin working on the research and background in the interim period.

Council Member Morris requested a friendly amendment to the motion to also bring back the language and policies in the Code of Conduct.  He pointed out that all City employees needed to be held accountable regarding how they represented the City in the fair treatment of all people in general.  

Council Member Gulley agreed to the friendly amendment and included the suggestion from City Manager Randy Oliver that this item come back to Council at the May 17, 2005, Regular City Council Meeting or no later than the June 7, 2005, Regular City Council Meeting.

Motion to request a report back regarding the possible changes to the harassment policies for the City of Peoria, and to also bring back the language and policies in the Code of Conduct that all City employees needed to be held accountable regarding how they represented the City in the fair treatment of all people in general, and this item come back to Council at the May 17, 2005, Regular City Council Meeting or no later than the June 7, 2005, Regular City Council Meeting, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 11;

Nays:
None.

CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

(05-186)
REQUEST from CITIZENS to Address the CITY COUNCIL Regarding 

Various Items

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ransburg granted Privilege of the Floor to those citizens wishing to address the City Council. 
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Mr. McFarland Bragg, President of the African-American Leadership Alliance, presented Petitions bearing 684 signatures in support of the request from the NAACP that the Mayor, City Council and City Manager move to immediately terminate the employment relationship between the City of Peoria Police Department and the Peoria Police Recruit that was determined to be guilty of using racist, derogatory and disparaging remarks toward African-Americans.  

Council Member Nichting moved to accept the Petitions bearing 684 signatures and enter them into the public record; seconded by Council Member Gulley.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 11;

Nays:
None.

Mr. Elmer C. Johnson IV, 6709 Terra Vista, Apt. 208, a former Peoria Police Officer, expressed concern regarding the Police Recruit and his remarks against African-Americans.  He said he felt this eroded the trust of local authorities, and he urged the City to take a stand to show zero tolerance.

Mr. Randy Williams, 111 E. Arcadia Avenue, expressed concern regarding the light punishment given to the Peoria Police Recruit regarding his comments about African-Americans.  He indicated the Peoria Police Recruit represented the City and these comments should not be tolerated.

Rev. Christ, 6512 N. Robinwood Drive, expressed concern that the City of Peoria would tolerate a 1960’s type of mentality with the mix of all different types of people in the community.  He said he was concerned regarding the tolerance level of the City and felt this situation should have been moved to action much sooner. He said the African-American community was still recovering from the recent serial killings that had occurred, which were solved because of communication between the African-American community and the Police Department.  He said he would like the communication between the Police Department and the African-American community to continue, and he would like to set a precedence in the City so everyone would know, with certainty, that there would be consequences when these kinds of situations occur.

Mr. Donald Jackson, 1123 W. Teton, said he brought this incident to the attention of the City Council approximately one month ago.  He expressed concern that it seemed the Council, with the exception of Council Member Turner, had done  nothing about this situation.   He expressed concern that the City Manager felt an at-will employee should be treated with the same discipline as a certified Police Officer under the protections of a Collective Bargaining Agreement.  He said a probation period was to determine if a prospective employee would be equipped to carry a weapon and represent the City on the streets of the City of Peoria.  He indicated he felt the Police Chief had the authority to relieve the Officer of his duties on the spot.  He said the Black community needed assurances that a probationary employee would not be treated the same as a certified employee.  He said the City Council’s role was to create a policy regarding this issue and the City Manager’s role was to carry out the policy.

In discussion with Council Member Gulley, City Manager Randy Oliver said he would forward a copy of the summary, as it related to the process and the decision that was made, to Mr. Jackson.

Mr. Michael LeVan, 1212 N. E. Monroe, said once someone had been punished for something, that individual could not be punished again for the same situation under the law.
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Ms. Ernestine Jackson said she worked for the City in 1975 as the Director of Equal Opportunity.  She said she had performed similar jobs for 40 years so she knew the rules.  She said when she was employed by the City, a harassment policy was written and displayed in each department.  She said the Department Heads were informed there would be no tolerance for harassment.  She added that City Manager Jim Dakin re-enforced that policy.  She questioned what had happened to that policy and she expressed concern regarding the handling of this situation. She said the Director of Equal Opportunity should always have to answer to the City Manager.   She questioned what the City was doing about this situation.  

Ms. Rebecca Roso Layman, 2719 W. Reservoir Blvd. Apt. 83, said she was a Mexican, born and raised in the City of Peoria, and she said she was concerned for her safety.  She said her son, who had been disciplined for his comments, was also a Hispanic citizen.  She said her son made a stupid comment to his friends and it was overheard.  She said there was an investigation and her son was disciplined.  She said no one had come forward to make a formal complaint, and she felt it should be dropped.  She expressed concern regarding this entire situation.

Mr. Sevino Sierra urged the parties to communicate and put this situation behind them.  He said the hard feelings needed to cease and the discipline that was given should stand.  He said, if the Police Officer had not learned his lesson, it would be evident in the future, and that situation could be handled at that time. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION

An Executive Session was not needed. 

ADJOURNMENT

Council Member Nichting moved to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 11;

Nays:
None.

The Council Meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M.
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