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: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS:

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, March 1, 2005, a Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Peoria was held this date at 6:15 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, Mayor David P. Ransburg presiding.

ROLL CALL

Roll call showed the following Council Members present:  Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley (arrived at 6:16 P.M.), Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 11; Absent: None.

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Ransburg requested a moment of silent prayer to remember the family of Lt. Brian Gienau, a former Caterpillar employee, who was killed in Iraq over the weekend.  He then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS, ETC.

PROCLAMATION: 
JUNIOR GIRL SCOUT TROOP 104: SMILE AND WAVE DAY - March 9, 2005

PROCLAMATION: 
GREATER PEORIA CHESS FOUNDATION: CHESS IN EDUCATION MONTH

MINUTES

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on February 15, 2005, and the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting to hold a Policy Session on February 22, 2005, as printed; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, 

           

Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 11;

Nays:
None.

PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS

(05-108)
PRESENTATION by JUNIOR LEAGUE OF PEORIA Regarding the PEORIA 

PLAYHOUSE CHILDREN'S MUSEUM, with Recommendation to Receive and 

File.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ransburg granted Privilege of the Floor to members of the Junior League of Peoria.

Ms. Julie Balkema, Assistant Chair for the Playhouse committee introduced Ms. Elaine Wild, Director at Large, Brenda O’Russa, Current President and Dina Kalina, President Elect for the Junior League of Peoria who were present in the audience.   

Ms. Balkema explained that volunteers had spent over 10,000 hours to bring an interactive hands on Children’s Museum to the Peoria community in the fall of 2007.  She said the Playhouse would be located in the historic Glen Oak Pavilion building and was a partnership  
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between the Peoria Park District, the Peoria Zoological and the Peoria Junior League.  She said the facility would target the developmental needs of children ages 0 through 8 that would encourage creativity, diversity and family values.  

Ms. Elaine Wild, Capital Campaign Chair for the Playhouse committee, said research studies had shown the early childhood hands-on play experiences would prepare children for preschool and kindergarten.  She pointed out the playhouse would focus primarily on areas pertaining to math, physics, science, logic and language arts.  She added the playhouse would provide both educational and economical benefits for the community and would bring an annual pedestrian traffic of 80,000.  

Following a brief power point presentation, Ms. Balkema thanked the Council and she encouraged them to support the project.  She said further information regarding the Children’s Museum could be obtained on the Junior League Website at  www.juniorleagueofpeoria.org.

Council Member Nichting moved to receive and file the presentation by Junior League of Peoria regarding the Peoria Playhouse Children’s Museum; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 11;

Nays:
None.

(05-109)
Communication from the City Manager and Interim Director of Economic 

Development with Recommendation from the Peoria Medical and 

Technology District Commission and Neighborhood Advisory Council to 

Approve the PEORIA MEDICAL AND TECHNOLOGY DISTRICT 

COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN; to Concur with the Commission's 

Recommended POLICY DIRECTION (Exhibit A); and to Approve the 2005 

COMMISSION WORK PROGRAM and BUDGET (Exhibit B).

Council Member Teplitz moved to approve the Peoria Medical and Technology District 

Comprehensive Master Plan; to concur with the Commission’s recommended Policy Direction

(Exhibit A); and to approve the 2005 Commission Work Program and Budget (Exhibit B); seconded by Council Member Morris.

Council Member Teplitz acknowledged members of the MedTech Commission and the MedTech Advisory Commission who were present in the audience.  She moved to grant Privilege of the Floor to members of the Medical and Technology District Commission and Advisory Council who wished to address the Council regarding this item; seconded by Council Member Thetford.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ransburg granted Privilege of the Floor to those who wished to address the Council.

Michael Bryant, Chairman of Peoria MedTech District Commission, advised the Council that Mr. Richard Huffman from Wallace Roberts and Todd Consultants Firm was present at the meeting to answer questions from the Council.  Mr. Bryant said there would be a brief video presentation utilizing the new GIS data and design guidelines depicting MedTech’s goal for the Main Street Corridor Project.
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Ms. Karla Dennhardt, Vice Chairman of Peoria MedTech District Commission, thanked everyone for their support regarding this project.  She encouraged the Council to approve the MedTech District Comprehensive Plan and the 2005 Commission Work Plan and Budget.  She thanked the Council for the opportunity to serve on the commission

Dr. Tim Vega, Chairman of Neighborhood Advisory Council, said the proposals before the Council were approved unanimously at the Neighborhood Association meeting, and he encouraged the Council to support and approve the project.  

Mr. Peter Johnsen, Chairman of Peoria Next, explained the early vision of PeoriaNext began in the Fall of 2000, by combining the community’s research capabilities to enhance the City of Peoria.  He said through economic development research, it was discovered their efforts would have a great impact on the community.  He continued, that in 2002, PeoriaNext began its original vision of building infrastructure in the community to support an environment that would allow Peoria to become a leader in discovery, innovation and commercialization.  

Mr. Johnsen explained in order to accomplish their goals, the City of Peoria needed to strengthen its research efforts; develop capital within the community to support their ideas; provide technical services to support new endeavors; develop a communications infrastructure by utilizing the Internet II Consortion, which would provide contact with various investor communities; and finally, Peoria needed to create an entity that would focus on the efforts and activities of the community. 

Mr. Johnsen stated by approving the strategic plan, the Council could then initiate discussion regarding a private operating entity to facilitate the development of the plan.  He suggested because of their commitment, PeoriaNext would volunteer to create the Peoria Main Street Technology Park as an operating entity which would then conduct business for the Main Street Corridor Technology Park, and would meet the requirements identified by the consultant.  He encouraged the Council to support this project.  

Interim Director of Economic Development Karie Friling extended her appreciation to the various groups involved in this project, and she said their combined talents and efforts resulted in the final stage of the Plan that was being presented to the Council at tonight’s meeting.  

In response to Council Member Gulley, Interim Director Friling explained the Special Operating Entity funding was taken from Line Item 9 listed in Exhibit B.  She explained the Commission had budgeted $150,000 for each year from 2005 through 2009, based on approval from the Council. She said the actual comprehensive master plan recommended a budget of between $200,000 to $300,000 per year with funding sources from the municipality, the private sector and the State.  She said based on the State’s current budget, it would not be feasible to expect them to contribute the $100,000 toward the $300,000 in the early years of the Plan.  She stated this was the reason the proposed budget showed $150,000 from the City and the other $150,000 from the private sector.  

In further discussion with Council Member Gulley, Interim Director Friling explained the Council had already budgeted $830,679 in capital dollars for 2005.  She said funds from previous years were included in the $330,000 amount, and in 2005 the Council approved an additional $500,000 in capital funds.  She said what the Council was being asked to approve tonight did not include the allocation of 2005 CDBG or Federal Entitlement dollars.  

City Manager Randy Oliver said the $500,000 was new money and $750,000 had been budgeted in the next four planning years.  He said the only funds available would be current year funds, and funding for future years would be subject to appropriation by the Council or the Federal entity involved.
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In discussion with Council Member Morris, Mr. Johnsen said he felt the most positive assurance the Council would have in approving the plan was the operating entity’s accountability to delegate public responsibility towards the project.  He said the approach that PeoriaNext utilized in developing their vision for a better community was the involvement and support of the neighborhoods, and he said he felt this would be substantial criteria in meeting the Council’s obligations regarding accountability.  

In further discussion, Mr. Johnsen said the operating entity would have numerous tasks that included marketing the Technology Park, working with private developers in the physical infrastructure along the Park to provide areas for businesses in support of technology activities.  He said the entity’s main focus would be to acquire and facilitate the development of real estate deals within the Technology Park area on Main Street, with a sole purpose of populating and enhancing technology and business development in the area.  Finally, Mr. Johnsen said the entity would need to expand and develop partnerships within the neighborhoods, community groups, and educational institutions to support the vision of the businesses in the area.  Mr. Johnsen stated the entity would operate within the context of current City developments.  

Council Member Sandberg inquired if the policy guidelines listed in the proposal were primarily for the Main Street Corridor.  

Mr. Johnsen responded that the proposal included two subjects which were policy initiatives and the design and planning guidelines for the MedTech District.  He said the proposal also mentioned creating an operating entity for the technology portion along Main Street.   

In discussion with Council Member Sandberg and Mr. Johnsen, it was determined there were no current negotiations with the City regarding what future interests would be included in the activities of the operating entity.  

Council Member Sandberg said he felt it was important for the operating entity to have open discussion with the public and media regarding their activities and procedures.   

In further response to Council Member Sandberg, Interim Director Friling explained the City had initiated previous discussions with State delegates and Congressman LaHood’s office in an effort to pursue State and Federal funding in addition to the amounts listed in the proposal.  She said the response was positive, and she recommended that the City continue working with them to secure additional funding.  She said at the present time, the City did not have $100,000 in place from the State, and if additional funds were approved, the amounts required by the City and Private Sector would decrease. 

City Manager Randy Oliver informed the Council that the State had funded similar endeavors in two communities, and he felt it was important to work with the delegation in hopes of securing additional funding.  

Council Member Sandberg expressed concern that re-establishing parallel parking on Main Street would route excess traffic flow onto Moss Avenue.  He said he felt the City needed to provide a solution to the problem of routing downtown traffic to West Peoria and not spend money for another study.

City Manager Oliver concurred there needed to be another connection to West Peoria to decrease traffic on Main Street.  He said the proposed study was requested by neighborhoods affected by traffic in that area to address some of their concerns. 

Mayor Ransburg pointed out that the Council was not being asked to approve the parking issue on Main Street, but to approve the plan in principal.
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City Manager Oliver stated the construction work occurring on I-74 had altered the citizens travel patterns, and that would not change until the work was completed in six months. 

In response to Council Member Thetford, City Manager Oliver explained that the Council had previously voted to allow a forty-five day window of opportunity for the neighborhoods within the MedTech District to submit applications for the home improvement programs, and following that allotted time, the program would be available to the remainder of the community.  

Council Member Nichting expressed concern that if the plan moved forward, and it failed, who would be responsible for the cost of changing Main Street back to its original setting.  He further inquired, regarding the Securement of Real Estate listed as No. 6 in Exhibit B, if the City intended to purchase delinquent property taxes, liens and property liens. 

Interim Director Friling explained that the exact strategy regarding this item had not been determined at this time.  She said she agreed this was not a simple process and the City would continue to pursue alternatives relating to tax delinquent properties.  She stated Item No. 6 in Exhibit B referred to the securement of real estate relating to opportunities that might be brought to the City’s attention.  She said staff would continue to focus on these issues.  

In response to Council Member Morris, Mr. Richard Huffman, said he felt the issue on Main Street was not the volume of traffic, but the speed at which the cars traveled.  He said many communities had restricted the speed limit on streets to ensure safety for pedestrians. He said he felt parking on Main Street would be more pedestrian friendly, provide parking for area businesses, and he stated he felt it would not push traffic onto residential streets, because traffic on Main Street diminished beginning with University and moving toward the downtown area.   

Council Member Spears said he felt traffic on Main Street did carry over to surrounding residential streets, and he said this was a key issue for the neighborhoods.  He said he felt one solution would be to reroute traffic onto another major thoroughfare from the downtown area to the West Bluff and the Airport.  

Responding to Council Member Grayeb, Director of Public Works Steve Van Winkle said he agreed the only solution to relieve traffic on Main Street would be to utilize another major corridor, and he suggested Garret-King-West.  He said people have traveled the key streets of University, Main and Western for many years, and it would be difficult to change their habits, and he said the City would need to improvise a solution to discourage the use of Union Hill.  He said he felt the traffic problem would not change by the implementation of parking on Main Street.

Council Member Grayeb said he felt neighborhoods were concerned that the City not create another problem in finding solutions to the traffic on Main Street.  

In response to Council Member Gulley regarding the City’s Branding and Identification program, Mr. Bryant said he had been informed by Council Member Gulley that ArtsPartners was the responsible party to initiate City-Wide branding and a meeting would be scheduled with ArtsPartners to coordinate future activities. 

Council Member Gulley expressed concern regarding Number 8 in Exhibit B – Non-Profit Operation Entity-West Main Street Corridor.  He said he felt that development opportunities in the entire MedTech District should also be researched and not focused on the Main Street Corridor area alone.  
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Mr. Bryant responded that in reviewing the Plan, the City had recommended a dedicating focus in a particular area, and the concept was centered on the technology corridor along Main Street.  He said an extension of the commitment for other areas in the City could always be negotiated if that was the wish of the Council.  

In response to Council Member Sandberg’s inquiry regarding Item No. 5 in Exhibit A, City Manager Oliver said the recommendation for property owners to contribute 20% of the funding along the Columbia Terrace Streetscape Improvement Project would be accomplished through a Special Assessment Project, which would be discussed in detail at a later time with the entity being charged to handle that project.

Council Member Sandberg referred to Nos. 2 & 3 in Exhibit A regarding the Special Services District for Main Street and other neighborhoods.  Interim Director Friling responded that during the planning process, several establishments in the West Main Street business district stated they would be willing to impose taxes on themselves to provide for additional services, and that’s where the special service tax came in to existence.  She said a recommendation was made by the consultant that the City would generate approximately $200,000 annually in income through taxes relating to the business corridor.  She continued the Main Street businesses would then determine how the money would be spent and if additional services would be needed.   She said if it was the wish of the Council, the City would begin negotiations with the business owners and the neighborhoods.   

In further discussion with Council Member Sandberg and Interim Director Friling, it was determined that entities involved in the project would participate financially in the special service tax even though they did not pay property taxes. 

Mayor Ransburg thanked all those involved in accomplishing this long-term project.  He said he felt this would have a tremendous positive effect on the community.  

Council Member Teplitz commended everyone involved in the project.  She said the plan was the accumulation of ideas created by the neighborhoods and would allow them to accomplish their goal to create a stronger community.   

Council Member Sandberg moved to divide the issues.  No second was heard.

Motion to approve the Peoria Medical and Technology District Comprehensive Master 

Plan; to concur with the Commission’s recommended Policy Direction (Exhibit A); and to 

approve the 2005 Commission Work Program and Budget (Exhibit B) was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 10;



Nays:
Sandberg – 1.

**Clerk’s Note:   Refer to “Exhibit A” attached to the end of the minutes.

CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE, for the City of Peoria, with Recommendations as Outlined:

(05-110)
TAG DAY REQUEST from the AMERICAN LEGION POST NO. 2 Requesting Permission to Distribute POPPIES for Donations to Assist Disabled Veterans on Thursday, May 19, 2005, with a Rain Date of Friday, May 20, 2005.  (Dates are open.)
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(05-111)
TAG DAY REQUEST from the SOUTH-WEST KIWANIS CLUB OF PEORIA Requesting Permission to Hold their ANNUAL PEANUT DAYS FUNDRAISER on Thursday through Saturday, September 22, 23, and 24, 2005. (Dates are open.)
(05-112)
Communication from the City Manager and Police Chief Requesting

 *
Authorization for the City Manager or his Official Designee to SUBMIT an FY2005 GRANT APPLICATION on Behalf of the City of Peoria and Peoria County for the JUSTICE ASSISTANCE GRANT Offered by the Department of Justice's Bureau of Justice Assistance.
(05-113)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 

 **
Recommending Approval to REPROGRAM $100,000.00 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUNDS for the HAMILTON ROAD STORM SEWER IMPROVEMENT PROJECT.
(05-114)
Communication from the Director of Planning and Growth Management Recommending Approval to Enter into a CONTRACT with DENNY DENTINO ART SERVICE to Update Approximately 100 Neighborhood Maps of the City of Peoria at the Cost of $20.00 Per Hour, but Not to Exceed $10,000.00.
(05-115)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 

 ***
Recommending Approval of an AGREEMENT for the DEDICATION of RIGHT-OF-WAY at the NORTHEAST CORNER of WILLOW KNOLLS and ALLEN ROADS with CORNERSTONE COMMERCE PARK L.L.C., and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Sign the Appropriate Documents.
(05-116)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Recommending Approval of RESOLUTION NO. 05-116 Amending Resolution No. 05-054 in Support of the NATIONAL SCENIC BYWAY DESIGNATION for the ILLINOIS RIVER ROAD - ROUTE of the VOYAGEURS SCENIC BYWAY.
(05-117)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management with Recommendation from the Planning Commission to Approve RESOLUTION NO. 05-117 Approving the PRELIMINARY PLAN of COLONY WOODS SUBDIVISION, a Multi-Family Residential Development Located South of Richwoods Boulevard, North of W. Forrest Hill Avenue, West of Molleck Drive, Off of Dorchester Ridge.
(05-118)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller Recommending Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 15,753 Amending the BUDGET for Fiscal Year 2005 of the City of Peoria Relating to POLICE SLATE GRANT, POLICE JAIBG GRANT, POLICE DONATION, and PAWS DONATION.
(05-119)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Recommending Approval of a STREET LIGHT REQUEST, in the Total Amount of $70.45 Annually, for the INTERSECTION of TRIGGER ROAD and ASHBROOKE STREET.
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(05-120)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Recommending Approval of a STREET LIGHT REQUEST, in the Total Amount of $70.45 Annually, for 2710 W. FREMONT STREET.
(05-121)
APPOINTMENT by Mayor David P. Ransburg to the ZONING COMMISSION, with Recommendation to Receive and File:
Michael R. Wiesehan - Term Expires 6/30/07

(05-122)
PEORIA PUBLIC LIBRARY FINANCIAL AND STATISTICAL REPORTS - January 31, 2005, with Recommendation to Receive and File.
(05-123)
ADOPTION of COMMITTEE REPORT Regarding a PRESENTATION of UNAUDITED 2004 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS, and REVIEW of BUDGET CALENDAR.
Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Grayeb.

The Administration requested Item No. 05-112 be withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.

Council Member Spears requested Item No. 05-113 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

The Administration requested Item No. 05-115 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Item Nos. 05-110 through 05-123 (excluding Item Nos. 05-112, 05-113 and 05-115 which were removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion) were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, 

Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 11;

Nays:
None.

(05-112)
Communication from the City Manager and Police Chief Requesting

 *
Authorization for the City Manager or his Official Designee to SUBMIT an FY2005 GRANT APPLICATION on Behalf of the City of Peoria and Peoria County for the JUSTICE ASSISTANCE GRANT Offered by the Department of Justice's Bureau of Justice Assistance.
City Clerk Mary Haynes read a statement from the Administration requesting that this item be withdrawn from the Consent Agenda.

Council Member Nichting moved to withdraw this item from the Agenda; seconded by Council Member Grayeb.

Motion to withdraw this item from the Agenda was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 11;

Nays:
None.
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(05-113)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 

 **
Recommending Approval to REPROGRAM $100,000.00 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUNDS for the HAMILTON ROAD STORM SEWER IMPROVEMENT PROJECT.
In response to Council Member Spears, Public Works Director Steve Van Winkle explained the $100,000 amount included a combination of additional construction site costs that exceeded the awarded amount of the contract and an increase in engineering costs that were necessary to allow the City to award the contract.  

Following further discussion regarding whether this project should be funded with MFT funds or drainage funds, Council Member Spears moved to defer this item for two weeks; seconded by Council Member Teplitz.

Motion to defer this item for two weeks until the Regular City Council Meeting on 

March 15, 2005, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 11;

Nays:
None.

(05-115)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 

 ***
Recommending Approval of an AGREEMENT for the DEDICATION of RIGHT-OF-WAY at the NORTHEAST CORNER of WILLOW KNOLLS and ALLEN ROADS with CORNERSTONE COMMERCE PARK L.L.C., and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Sign the Appropriate Documents.
Corporation Counsel Randy Ray distributed a revised agreement for the Dedication of Right-of-

Way of the Northeast Corner of Willow Knolls and Allen Roads with Cornerstone Commerce 

Park L.L.C. to members of the Council.

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the revised Agreement for the Dedication of Right-

of-Way of the Northeast Corner of Willow Knolls and Allen Roads with Cornerstone Commerce 

Park L.L.C., and authorize the City Manager to sign the appropriate documents; seconded by 

Council Member Grayeb.

Motion to approve the revised agreement for the Dedication of Right-of-Way of the 

Northeast Corner of Willow Knolls and Allen Roads with Cornerstone Commerce 

Park L.L.C., and authorize the City Manager to sign the appropriate documents was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 11;

Nays:
None.

(05-124)
Communication from the City Manager and Interim Director of Economic 


Development Recommending the PURCHASE of TWO PARCELS of PROPERTY Located at 907 S. W. NEW STREET and 411-417 S. MacARTHUR HIGHWAY, in the Amount of $85,000.00; Recommending Approval to REPROGRAM SOUTHTOWN TIF FUNDS, in the Amount of $100,000.00, for the Purchase and Demolition of the Building; and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute all Necessary Documents.
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Following a brief comment, Council Member Gulley moved to approve the purchase of two 

parcels of property located at 907 S.W. New Street and 411-417 S. MacArthur Highway, in the 

amount of $85,000.00, and to reprogram Southtown TIF funds, in the amount of $100,000.00, 

for the purchase and demolition of the building; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 11;

Nays:
None.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(05-073)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 

Recommending Approval of an AGREEMENT with the GREATER PEORIA SANITARY DISTRICT (GPSD) to Participate in the FINANCING of a TRUNK SANITARY SEWER LINE to Provide Sewer Service to Areas Currently in the City of Peoria and Adjacent But Outside the City’s Corporate Limits in an Area Generally Served by Charter Oak Road and the New Portion of Frostwood Parkway. (New Replacement Communication and Agreement)

Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes distributed a replacement communication and agreement regarding this item to members of the Council.

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the revised agreement with the Greater Peoria Sanitary District (GPSD) to participate in the financing of a trunk sanitary sewer line to provide sewer service to areas currently in the City of Peoria and adjacent but outside the City’s corporate limits in an area generally serviced by Charter Oak Road and the new portion of Frostwood Parkway; seconded by Council Member Turner.

In discussion with Public Works Director Steve Van Winkle and Council Member Spears, it was determined that funding had already been provided for the Charter Oak Phase 1 Trunk Sewer Project, which was depicted by the blue line on the map attached to the Council communication, and the Vinton Highlands Trunk Sewer Project depicted by the red line on the map was to be voted on by the Council for approval tonight.  

Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes said the map described a large undeveloped area where there was the potential for development providing the available property had access to sewer service.  She said the additional information was provided to the Council because the area would need to annex into the City if the area was to be developed and include sewer service.  She said the area included 447 units with a potential market value of $111 million.  She said the City has had a profitable return on their investment in the Sanitary Sewer District partnership  

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ransburg granted Privilege of the Floor to Mr. Stan Browning.

Mr. Stan Browning, Director of the Greater Peoria Sanitary Sewer District, said this project was initiated by the Sanitary District for the specific intent of increasing the reliability of sewer service as well as reducing operating costs.  He said construction of the sewer trunk lines would provide for growth and development opportunities for the City.

Council Member Sandberg expressed concern that there had been very little discussion among the Council regarding long range annexation opportunities in that area.  He questioned if this annexation investment was the best use of the $1 million, and the City might wish to do more research regarding this issue. 
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Council Member Nichting said he felt when the City completed the Charter Road Extension Project, the opportunities of having vacant parcels on Charter Oak Road would present a compelling case for developers regarding residential development in the area.  He said the development would create opportunities for a revenue stream for School District 150 and surrounding taxing entities.  He encouraged the Council to support the project.

Council Member Spears questioned if the City was implementing sewer service to assist annexation. 

Corporation Counsel Randy Ray explained that the State Statute stated the criteria for annexing unincorporated territory was that the area needed to be wholly bounded by sixty acres or less.  It was further noted that the area to be approved, which was the Vinton Highlands Trunk Sewer Project, totaled 60.2 acres. 

There was further discussion between Staff and the Council regarding the policy of forced annexation.  Corporation Council Ray pointed out the City did have an Intergovernmental Agreement with Medina township not to force annexation, but the area in question was located in Kickapoo township, and the City did not have any agreement with that township. 

Motion to approve the revised agreement with the Greater Peoria Sanitary District 

(GPSD) to participate in the financing of a trunk sanitary sewer line to provide sewer 

service to areas currently in the City of Peoria and adjacent but outside the City’s 

corporate limits in an area generally serviced by Charter Oak Road and the new portion 

of Frostwood Parkway was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 9;

Nays:
Sandberg, Spears – 2.

(05-103)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works with a REPORT BACK Regarding REPAIRS for WATER FLOWING at the BOTTOM of UNION STREET HILL at MARTIN LUTHER KING DRIVE, with Recommendation to Receive and File.

Following a brief explanation from Public Works Director Steve Van Winkle, Council Member Grayeb moved to receive and file the report back regarding repairs for water flowing at the bottom of Union Street Hill at Martin Luther King Drive; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 11;

Nays:
None.
NEW BUSINESS

(05-125)
Communication from Council Member Clyde Gulley, Jr. Recommending Approval a Resolution in SUPPORT of SUBMISSION by WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT of an Application to the NATIONAL LEAGUE of CITIES’ INSTITUTE for YOUTH, EDUCATION and FAMILIES and the NATIONAL TRANSITIONAL JOBS NETWORK for a TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE GRANT to Participate in the TRANSITIONAL JOBS PROJECT.

Council Member Gulley distributed a communication and Resolution to all members of the City Council in support of Submission by Workforce Development of an application to the National League of Cities’ Institute for Youth, Education and Families and the National Transitional Jobs Network for a Technical Assistance Grant to participate in the Transitional Jobs Project.
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Following clarification from Corporation Counsel Randy Ray regarding action by the Council pertaining to walk-on items, and a brief explanation regarding the background for this Resolution, Council Member Gulley moved to approve the Resolution in support of submission by Workforce Development of an application to the National League of Cities’ Institute for Youth, Education and Families and the National Transitional Jobs Network for a Technical Assistance Grant to participate in the Transitional Jobs Project; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Council Member Sandberg expressed concern that this item was initiated by a Council Member and not by Workforce Development.

Motion to approve RESOLUTION NO. 05-125 in support of submission by Workforce 

Development of an application to the National League of Cities’ Institute for Youth, 

Education and Families and the National Transitional Jobs Network for a Technical 

Assistance Grant to participate in the Transitional Jobs Project was approved by roll call vote.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 11;

Nays:
None.

SPRINGFIELD CEMETERY Entered in the NATIONAL REGISTER of HISTORIC PLACES

Council Member Thetford noted that the City was notified in a communication from the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency that Springfield Cemetery had been entered in the National Register of Historic Places.  She commended the Commission on their diligent efforts.  

INFORMATIONAL MEETING Regarding the PROSPECT of COOPERATIVE STORES in the PEORIA AREA to be Held MARCH 5, 2005 in the COUNCIL CHAMBERS

Council Member Gulley informed the Council of an upcoming event scheduled for Saturday, March 5, 2005, at 9:00 A.M. to be held in the Council Chambers.  He said he had a meeting with the First District’s Solutions’ Group and they had expressed concern regarding the lack of quality stores in the First District, and they suggested that Peoria initiate a program where community involvement would assist in establishing retail businesses in South Peoria. He said Mr. Ernie Griffin from Chicago’s Hyde Park Cooperative Society, Inc. would be at the meeting to explain community cooperative programs.   

RECOGNITION Regarding the APPROVAL of SENATOR DAVID LEITCH’S HOUSEBILL 720

Council Member Nichting commended Representative David Leitch on the approval of House Bill 720 which he had initiated.  He also recognized Senator Dale Risinger for offering similar legislation in the Senate, and was looking forward to its passage in the near future.  

(05-126)
REQUEST for INFORMATION Regarding INCREASED POLICE 

PROTECTION in HIGH CRIME AREAS of the CITY  

Mayor Ransburg stated there might be an increase in the City’s Unrestricted Reserve Fund balance due to sound budget decisions, growth in the Northern part of the City, and an increase in sales tax revenue from the shops at Grand Prairie.  He said there was growing concern regarding an increase in crime in various sections of the City, and he was requesting a report back from the City Manager and the Police Chief within thirty days regarding additional Police 

protection in the troubled areas.  The Mayor suggested there could be a possible budget amendment in the current fiscal year as well as in future years to assist in this effort.  He encouraged the consideration of additional Problem Oriented Police Officers (POP Team), 
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remote cameras, improved lighting, prevention programs, and other options that might be explored.  He said he supported the efforts of both the City Manager and Police Chief in assisting District 150 with improving security in the City’s schools.   

In response to Council Member Sandberg’s inquiry regarding Police Oriented Officers (POP Team), City Manager Oliver explained that certain Police Officers responded primarily to calls received from the 911 Center, and other Officers assigned to the POP Teams worked within the neighborhoods and did not respond to calls outside of a given area, which allowed them to focus on crime activity in that area.  

Council Member Grayeb requested a report back from the Police Chief regarding what practices could be implemented by the Police Department to address the issue of truancy in the Middle Schools and High Schools.  

Council Member Nichting requested verification if the current budget included hiring an additional fourteen Police Officers, and what would be the time frame of hiring the Officers that would bring us to the current budgeted amount.

City Manager Oliver responded that there were Police vacancies and the Police Department had a good response for their hiring pool, and was currently going through a hiring process.  He said the new recruits would enter the Police Academy in May, and following graduation, would be available for assignments. 

Council Member Nichting said the Council needed to consider the Police Chief’s recommendations regarding deployment of additional Police Officers and the implementation of additional Police security in the high crime areas. 

Council Member Thetford moved for a report back from the City Manager and Police Chief 

within thirty days regarding additional Police protection in troubled sections of the City;  consideration of additional Problem Oriented Police Officers (POP Team), remote cameras, improved lighting, prevention programs, and other options that might be explored to assist in decreasing crime in various areas of the City; and efforts implementing improved security in District 150 Schools; seconded by Council Member Teplitz.

Council Member Sandberg inquired when Council would be receiving a report back on concerns regarding the City’s Noise Ordinance.


Motion for a report back from the City Manager and Police Chief within thirty days 

regarding additional Police protection in troubled sections of the City; consideration of 

additional Problem Oriented Police Officers (POP Team), remote cameras, improved 

lighting, prevention programs, and other options that might be explored to assist in 

decreasing crime in various areas of the City; and efforts to implement improved 

security in District 150 Schools was approved by roll call vote.  

Yeas:
Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 11;

Nays:
None.

26918                                  CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS                             MARCH 1, 2005

CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

(05-127)
REQUEST from CITIZENS to Address the CITY COUNCIL Regarding 



Various Items.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ransburg granted Privilege of the Floor to those citizens wishing to address the City Council.

Roy Modglin, Chief of Peoria Fire Department, 505 N.E. Monroe, explained that two years ago the City Council approved to allow the City of Peoria and the Peoria Fire Department to join the Statewide Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS).  He said by being a member of this organization, with one phone call, Peoria had the capability of contacting fifty some MABAS divisions throughout the State should a major disaster occur, and the City would have access to extensive fire equipment, personnel, hazardous materials teams, technical rescue teams and ambulances to utilize all these resources. He said he felt it was significant to point out that Peoria had only been a member of MABAS for two years, and had been chosen over larger municipalities to host a Statewide MABAS Conference for some 325 Fire Chiefs, Assistant Chiefs and Dispatchers.  He said he had met with Executive Fire Officials who explained the magnitude that Cities had to deal with during a major disaster.  He thanked the Council for allowing the Peoria Fire Department to become a part of this great organization.  

Paul Wilkinson, 2220 N. Sheridan Road, referred to a letter he had sent to the Council the previous week expressing concern regarding property located at the corner of Sheridan Road and McClure Avenue.  He said there had been negotiations between the neighborhood association, the POP Officer assigned to the area, and a District Officer.  He said he would keep the Council updated on this issue. 

June Moore, 1409 W. Millman, expressed her thanks to all those neighborhood associations who responded to her request to help replace a broken window at a residence in South Peoria.  She said the neighbors were able to raise money for the window and other improvements needed for the residence.  She said in September of 2004, she attended a neighborhood seminar in Columbus, Ohio, where she learned to use the rule “Know Thy Neighbor.”    

EXECUTIVE SESSION

(05-128)
Requesting Approval of a Motion for the City Council to go into EXECUTIVE 

SESSION to Discuss  2(c)(5)   The purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body; 2(c)(6)   The setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body;  2(c)(11)   Litigation, when an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that such an action is probable or imminent; and 2(c)(21)   Discussion of minutes of meetings lawfully closed under this Act, whether for purposes of approval by the body of the minutes or semi-annual review of the minutes as mandated by Section 2.06.

Council Member Nichting moved for the City Council to go into Executive Session to discuss 

2(c)(5)   The purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body; 2(c)(6)   The setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body;  2(c)(11)   Litigation, when an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that such an action is probable or imminent; and 2(c)(21)   Discussion of minutes of meetings lawfully closed under this Act, whether for purposes of approval by the body of the minutes or semi-annual review of the minutes as mandated by Section 2.06; seconded by Council Member Turner.
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Motion for the City Council to go into Executive Session to discuss 2(c)(5)   The 

purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body; 2(c)(6)   The setting of 

a price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body;  2(c)(11)   Litigation, when 

an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and 

is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that 

such an action is probable or imminent; and 2(c)(21)   Discussion of minutes of meetings 

lawfully closed under this Act, whether for purposes of approval by the body of the 

minutes or semi-annual review of the minutes as mandated by Section 2.06, was 

approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg – 11;

Nays:
None.

ADJOURNMENT

Council Member Nichting moved to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by viva voce vote.

The Council Meeting adjourned at 9:30 P.M.







____________________________








Mary L. Haynes, MMC








City Clerk, Peoria, IL
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