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: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS:

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, October 17, 2006, a Regular City Council Meeting was held this date at 6:18 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, Mayor Jim Ardis presiding.   
ROLL CALL
Roll call showed the following Council Members present: Grayeb (arrived at 7:15 P.M.), Gulley (arrived at 6:20 P.M.), Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting (left at 9:20 P.M.), Sandberg, Spears (arrived at 6:20 P.M.), Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;  Absent:  None.       
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Ardis requested a moment of silent prayer or silent reflection, and then he led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS, ETC.

PROCLAMATION: 
COLUMBIA PARK PLAYGROUND PROJECT

PROCLAMATION: 
PHIL KOEPPEL KARATE - 50TH ANNIVERSARY

PROCLAMATION:
FIRE PREVENTION WEEK - OCTOBER 8 - 14, 2006

PROCLAMATION:
SENIOR WORLD WEEK - OCTOBER 17 - 23, 2006

MINUTES

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting and Executive Sessions held on October 3, 2006, and the Special City Council Meeting held on October 10, 2006; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OF PEORIA
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
(06-525)
PUBLIC HEARING Regarding PROPOSED ANNEXATION OF 9123 N. RADNOR ROAD.

Council Member Nichting moved to open the Public Hearing regarding the proposed Annexation of 9123 N. Radnor Road; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Motion to open the Public Hearing was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
Mayor Ardis opened the Public Hearing for public comment at 6:44 P.M.
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Following a call for public comment, and after Mayor Ardis determined no one wished to 

address the Council at this time, Council Member Nichting moved to continue the Public 

Hearing until the November 14, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council 

Member Turner. 

Motion to continue the Public Hearing until November 14, 2006, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
REGULAR BUSINESS

(06-589)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Approval of the Following:
A.
RESOLUTION Approving the ANNEXATION AGREEMENT for Property Located at 9123 N. RADNOR ROAD, Identified as Parcel Identification Number 08-36-300-015, Located Within One and One-Half Miles of the City of Peoria, with Conditions.

Council Member Nichting moved to defer this item until the November 14, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Motion to defer this item until November 14, 2006, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
B.
ORDINANCE Annexing Territory Contiguous to the City of Peoria - 9123 N. RADNOR ROAD.
Council Member Nichting moved to defer this item until the November 14, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Motion to defer this item until November 14, 2006, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
(06-590)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Rezoning Property from the Present Class RR (County of Peoria Rural Residential) District to a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District for the Property Located at 9123 N. RADNOR ROAD.
Council Member Nichting moved to defer this item until the November 14, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Motion to defer this item until November 14, 2006, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
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(06-591)
JOINT PRESENTATION by the CITY/COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT and the AMERICAN RED CROSS Regarding the RISKS of the BIRD FLU PANDEMIC. 
City Manager Randy Oliver said that the State Director of Public Health, who was the presenter, was unable to attend this meeting.  City Manager Oliver said he planned to reschedule the presentation for a later date.
Council Member Nichting moved to remand the presentation back to the administration; seconded by Council Member Morris.

Motion to remand this item back to the Administration was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
(06-592)
PRESENTATION by FERRELL MADDEN Regarding LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE and Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting to Receive the PRESENTATION of the PUBLIC HEARING DRAFT LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE Scheduled to go to Public Hearing on NOVEMBER 8, 2006.

Mayor Ardis welcomed members of a number of different City Commissions, who were present, as well as many developers who had an interest in the presentation regarding the Form Base Code.  Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Chairman of the Heart of Peoria Commission Bill Washkuhn, as well as members of Ferrell-Madden Associates and Code Studio.
Mr. Bill Washkuhn, Chairman of the Heart of Peoria Commission, outlined the presentation and he discussed the City Staff’s contributions toward the project and commended their work.  He expressed his appreciation for the in-kind services that had been provided by citizens and he thanked Ms. Mary Madden, Mr. Jeff Ferrell, and Mr. Lee Einsweiler for their listening abilities.  He said various groups would be educated throughout the process regarding the new codes and what the codes could or could not do to assist with future development.  

Ms. Mary Madden, Partner of Ferrell-Madden Associates, discussed the meetings that had been held with citizens to determine what was important to the community in terms of what they wanted for the future of the City of Peoria.  She said among other ideas for the City, two main desires were to change the streets to be more attractive and to become a location where people would be drawn to live and work, and to create walkable streets by changing the width, speed, traffic flow, and capacity.  She displayed pictures of streets in the City showing what they looked like today compared to how the streets could look with private and public investment.  The streets that were displayed were Sheridan Road, Prospect Road, the Warehouse District, Renaissance Park, and Washington Street.
Mr. Lee Einsweiler, Principal of Code Studio in Austin, Texas, explained how the Code would be used and he discussed the two new districts that would be added.

Mr. Jeff Ferrell, Partner of Ferrell-Madden Associates, discussed the Form District Codes and the components that should be accommodated for a successful project.  He discussed architectural standards and streetscapes, which were considered to be very important.  He said the plan was to change current public policies of designing streets to only carry volumes of traffic away from the downtown area.  He said the plan called for each District to have a Phase One.  
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Ms. Madden said that Commission Workshops and Community Workshops would be held as needed, and Public Hearings were scheduled for November 8, November 29, and December 6, 2006.

In discussion with Council Member Van Auken regarding single occupancy, group occupancy, and group homes in the Form Districts that were different from those outside the Heart of Peoria area, Mr. Einsweiler agreed this was a difficult situation.  He said in the standard Zoning Ordinance, single occupancy, group occupancy, and group homes were treated as special uses.  He said there were no special uses planned for the Form Districts at this time.  He said the Council could decide if they wanted to continue that practice or not.  
Council Member Grayeb arrived at 7:15 P.M.

Following a brief discussion regarding the necessary components that would ensure a successful project, Council Member Sandberg determined that if only the Codes were changed without changes being made to the streetscape, the project would be very limited in its success.  He said he supported moving forward with the Public Hearing process, but he wanted the Council and Staff to recognize the relationship of the components needed to ensure a successful project.  He said the required changes to streets and infrastructure would need funding and a commitment from the City in order to move forward.

In discussion with Council Member Spears regarding what outside pressures could be expected to be encountered, Mr. Ferrell indicated that residents living outside the project areas would be wanting similar streetscapes, etc. in their areas. 
Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes said this project would be a work in progress and she said the City was eager for citizens to participate in the Public Hearing process.  She added that this document had been drafted specifically for the City of Peoria by the consultants.

In discussion with Mayor Ardis regarding what opportunities citizens would have to review  
the document, Director Landes explained that hard copies were available for $15.00 each, 

$5.00 for a C.D., on the www.heartofpeoria.com website, and on the City’s website.  She said 

there would also be a copy on file at the Peoria Public Library.     
Council Member Van Auken moved to receive and file the presentation by Ferrell Madden 
regarding Land Development Code and the communication regarding the presentation of the 

Public Hearing Draft Land Development Code scheduled to go to Public Hearing on 

November 8, 2006; seconded by Council Member Gulley.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
WELCOME TO DIGNITARIES
Mayor Ardis welcomed City Treasurer Reginald Willis, District #150 School Board Member Alicia Butler, and former Fire Chief Herman Brooks to the Council Meeting.
CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE, for the City of 
Peoria, with Recommendations as Outlined:
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(06-593)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of the LOW BIDS of C & G CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION, in the Amount of $12,528.00 for CURB and GUTTER, TAZEWELL COUNTY ASPHALT COMPANY, in the Amount of $7,500.00 for BITUMINOUS OVERLAY, and R.A. CULLINAN & SON, INC., in the Amount of $10,530.00 for GUARDRAIL REPLACEMENT for Emergency Repairs to FORREST HILL AVENUE Between Lehman Road and Molleck Drive.
(06-594)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Human Resources Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Enter Into a CONTRACT with CALLENDER & CO. as the LOW BIDDER for PROPERTY and CONTENTS INSURANCE, in the Amount of $58,332.00.
(06-595)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Inspections Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Enter Into a CONTRACT with RIVER CITY DEMOLITION, in the Amount of $36,991.00 for the Court Ordered Demolition of the COMMERCIAL STRUCTURE Located at 1117 S.W. ADAMS.
(06-596)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller Requesting Approval to REPROGRAM $50,000.00 of CAPITAL FUNDS from the Community Initiative Project to OPERATION CEASE FIRE.
(06-597)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,005 Amending Ordinance No. 14,801 MODIFYING the BOUNDARIES of a RESIDENTIAL PARKING PERMIT PROGRAM AREA Enacted November 18, 1997, Removing the West Side of MAPLEWOOD AVENUE Between W. Main Street and Bradley Avenue.
(06-598)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 
  *
Growth Management Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending Ordinance No. 13,307, an EXISTING SPECIAL USE in a Class R-1 (Single-Family Residential) District, and a Class R-2 (Single-Family Residential) District for ELDERLY HOUSING to Add a PHYSICAL THERAPY ADDITION for the Property Located at 5600 GLEN ELM DRIVE, with Conditions.
(06-599)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  **
Requesting Approval of the SITE APPLICATION for a CLASS B (Restaurant) LIQUOR LICENSE for 4630 N. UNIVERSITY, UNITS 51 & 52, with Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to APPROVE.
(06-600)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  ***
Requesting Approval of the SITE APPLICATION for a CLASS B (Restaurant) LIQUOR LICENSE for 5901 N. PROSPECT, SUITE B, with Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to APPROVE.
(06-601)
APPOINTMENTS by Mayor Jim Ardis to the FIRE and POLICE COMMISSION, with Recommendation to Concur.
Joseph C. Mudd (Voting) - Term Expires 6/30/2009

(06-602)
REPORT of CITY TREASURER REGINALD A. WILLIS for the Month of AUGUST 2006, with Recommendation to Receive and File.
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Mayor Ardis questioned if the Council wished to have any of the Consent Agenda items removed for further discussion.

Council Member Manning requested that Item No. 06-598 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Jacob requested that Item Nos. 06-599 and 06-600 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Turner moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Grayeb.
Item Nos. 06-593 through 06-602 (excluding Item Nos. 06-598, 06-599, and 06-600,          which were removed for further discussion) were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis, - 11; 

Nays:
None.
(06-598)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 
  *
Growth Management Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending Ordinance No. 13,307, an EXISTING SPECIAL USE in a Class R-1 (Single-Family Residential) District, and a Class R-2 (Single-Family Residential) District for ELDERLY HOUSING to Add a PHYSICAL THERAPY ADDITION for the Property Located at 5600 GLEN ELM DRIVE, with Conditions.
Council Member Manning discussed several neighborhood concerns regarding drainage, traffic, noise, etc. and he said he did not want these issues to be dismissed or taken lightly.  He said he felt these issues could be resolved through further deliberations between the interested parties.  
Council Member Manning moved to adopt the Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 13,307, an Existing Special Use in a Class R-1 (Single-Family Residential) District, and a Class R-2 (Single-Family Residential) District for Elderly Housing to add a Physical Therapy Addition for property located at 5600 Glen Elm Drive, with conditions; seconded by Council Member Morris.

In discussion, City Manager Randy Oliver agreed to address resolving the storm water issues as long as normal procedures would be followed.

In discussion with Council Member Manning, Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes said her Department would work with everyone involved, including the Public Works Department, to make sure there was full compliance for the City’s regulations and they would communicate with the Petitioner and interested neighbors.

In further discussion with Council Member Manning, Director Landes confirmed that this would allow the building addition to occur but, if the other issues were not resolved, there would be no parking lot addition. 
Motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 16,006 amending Ordinance No. 13,307, an Existing Special Use in a Class R-1 (Single-Family Residential) District, and a Class R-2 (Single-Family Residential) District for Elderly Housing to add a Physical Therapy Addition for property located at 5600 Glen Elm Drive, with conditions, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
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(06-599)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  **
Requesting Approval of the SITE APPLICATION for a CLASS B (Restaurant) LIQUOR LICENSE for 4630 N. UNIVERSITY, UNITS 51 & 52, with Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to APPROVE.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Turner moved to concur with the Liquor Commission to approve the Site Application for a Class B (Restaurant) Liquor License for 4630 N. University, Units 51 & 52;    seconded by Council Member Grayeb.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Jacob - 1.
(06-600)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  ***
Requesting Approval of the SITE APPLICATION for a CLASS B (Restaurant) LIQUOR LICENSE for 5901 N. PROSPECT, SUITE B, with Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to APPROVE.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Turner moved to concur with the Liquor Commission to approve the Site Application for a Class B (Restaurant) Liquor License for 5901 N. Prospect, Suite B; seconded by Council Member Grayeb.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Jacob - 1.
(06-603)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting to Adopt an ORDINANCE Amending CHAPTER 3 of the Code of the City of Peoria Pertaining to SUBCLASS 1 (4:00 A.M.) LIQUOR LICENSES Requiring Council Approval.
Council Member Turner moved to adopt the Ordinance amending Chapter 3 of the Code of the City of Peoria pertaining to Subclass 1 (4:00 A.M.) liquor license; seconded by Council Member Gulley.
Council Member Sandberg said the boundary for the 4:00 A.M. liquor licenses was a small geographic area located in downtown Peoria.  He said this was to be defined as a 24 hour/7 day a week area, and he felt the recommendation would make it more difficult to develop businesses in this area, which would begin to stifle this vibrant area. 

Council Member Turner said there were residents located at 401 Water Street that had expressed neighborhood concerns.

27789                            CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS                           OCTOBER 17, 2006

Council Member Turner moved to grant Privilege of the Floor to those who wished to address this issue; seconded by Council Member Gulley.
Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those who wished to address this issue.

Ms. Janice Favus, resident of 401 Water Street, said more people were coming to the downtown area and the residents of 401 Water Street wanted the same rights as those in other neighborhoods.  She said it was felt that the bars being open in their area until 4:00 A.M. would be harmful for the downtown residents, and they felt it was not good for the Riverfront regarding safety concerns.
Council Member Gulley said he felt the vision for the downtown area should be changed.  He indicated he felt it was important for the Council to have further input in these licenses due to the future development of the downtown area involving the development of the Museum and other projects.
Following discussion, Mayor Ardis said he felt this issue should be remanded back to the Liquor Commission for more in-depth discussion with business owners, etc.

Council Member Grayeb expressed concern that a letter had been received by Council alluding to many safety problems and disturbances in the area.  He questioned if the Police Department could report on these kinds of problems in the downtown area.

Police Captain Phil Korem said the problems encountered by the Police Department with the 4:00 A.M. Liquor Licenses pertained to occasional crowd control problems and some noise issues, but there was nothing that was out of control.

Council Member Grayeb said the liquor license holders were responsible for their patrons and their patrons were expected to behave in a reasonable manner as they left their business.  He said each establishment should hire their own security to monitor their patrons and not rely totally on the Police Department.  He said the establishments’ owners should be held accountable for these actions, and they should understand that holding a 4:00 A.M. license was a privilege.

Council Member Grayeb moved to remand the issue regarding amending Chapter 3 of the City Code pertaining to Subclass 1 (4:00 A.M.) Liquor License requiring Council approval, back to the Liquor Commission for more in depth discussion; seconded by Council Member Sandberg.

Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Motion to remand the issue regarding amending Chapter 3 of the City Code pertaining to Subclass 1 (4:00 A.M.) Liquor License requiring Council approval, back to the Liquor Commission for more in depth discussion approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Jacob - 1.
 (06-604)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting to Concur with the Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to DENY the SITE APPLICATION for a CLASS C-1 (Package Goods) LIQUOR LICENSE for 3405 S.W. ADAMS.
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Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Gulley moved to concur with the recommendation from the Liquor Commission 

to DENY the Site Application for a Class C-1 (Package Goods) Liquor License for 3405 S.W. 

Adams; seconded by Council Member Sandberg.
Council Member Gulley said the Southside of Peoria needed more retail for the residents.  He said there needed to be a way to define a liquor store and a retail establishment that sold liquor.  He said there was a real difference in these two types of businesses. He said he hoped the past information could be reviewed when there was an attempt to place some controls on liquor stores.  He said there needed to be a way to encourage people to invest in the vacant buildings in the Southside.
Council Member Turner said there were 28 liquor establishments in the South end and the neighbors did not want another liquor establishment in their area.

Council Member Sandberg requested a GIS locational map of liquor establishments to be created. He said these situations would be more clear to the Council as changes were proposed if they had a map to refer to.  He suggested there should be a way to monitor the amount of liquor sales of a retail establishment and monitor violations, so that appropriate fines or closures could occur for inappropriate business behavior.  
Council Member Gulley said the Council had the power to make a change by drafting an Ordinance to set limitations and guidelines for liquor stores and retail stores that also sold liquor.  
Corporation Counsel Randy Ray said the Council had the authority to pass such an Ordinance.  He said there were some logistical issues, but those issues could be worked out, if that was the Council’s desire.  

Motion to concur with the recommendation from the Liquor Commission 

to DENY the Site Application for a Class C-1 (Package Goods) Liquor License for 3405 

S.W. Adams was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Jacob - 1.
(06-605)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting to DEFER a REQUEST for AMENDMENTS to the ZONING ORDINANCE Related to CHANGEABLE MESSAGE TECHNOLOGY to the *DECEMBER, 2006 ZONING COMMISSION MEETING.
*Clerk’s Note:  The final motion that was approved amended the date of this item going before the Zoning Commission Meeting to December, 2006, rather than March 1, 2007.

In discussion with Council Member Turner, Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes said her Staff had been consumed with other duties and earlier in the year, the Zoning Commission indicated they wanted to revisit the entire Sign Ordinance.  She said the Zoning Commission, after reviewing their work load decided to defer consideration of the Sign Ordinance until 2007. She indicated there had also been a request for review by Adams Outdoor, but she said her Staff would not have time to perform proper research and make sound recommendations until 2007.  She said they planned to work on the Sign Ordinance in December and January.
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Council Member Turner expressed concern that the Mayor recently made appointments to the Business Commission, and he said their purpose was to streamline processes to make the City more business friendly and eliminate problems with doing business in the City of Peoria.  He expressed concern that this would be delayed until 2007, and he said he felt this was unacceptable for businesses that were looking to expand and hire new employees this year.
Director Landes said she did not have enough Staff, at this time to conduct the appropriate research on this request due to their work with the Form Base Code, unless the Council wanted another project to be stopped. She explained her department’s workload and she said her department tried to be responsive to the business community, but she did not feel it was being responsive if her department put forth a recommendation that had not been thoroughly researched and reviewed.

In discussion with Council Member Nichting, Director Landes stated the Zoning Commission did not conduct a hearing.  She said the Commission just deferred the item.  She said the Council could concur with the Zoning Commission’s recommendation for deferral, or the Council could indicate they would like to have a Public Hearing and schedule the Public Hearing for December.  She said her Staff would conduct as much research and review as could be completed within the time frame allowed.  
Following further discussion regarding the need to bring this issue forward, Council Member Nichting moved to defer the request for amendments to the Zoning Ordinance related to changeable message technology to a December, 2006, Zoning Commission Meeting; seconded by Council Member Grayeb.
Council Member Grayeb requested that Staff provide information from other communities and their regulations regarding sign luminosity in residential areas.  He said he felt this information would assist in guiding the Council in determining brightness and whether or not these signs were intrusive to surrounding neighborhoods. 

Council Member Jacob said he understood that IDOT had addressed these issues, and he suggested that some of their materials could be reviewed to assist with short circuiting the process. He said he felt there was a need to nurture all businesses in the City.  
Mayor Ardis requested that the City Manager provide some suggestions to the Council regarding what could be done so businesses would not experience delays.  He said he felt there should be a safety valve for the Council in situations like these to provide relief for City departments. 
Motion to defer the request for amendments to the Zoning Ordinance related to changeable message technology to a December, 2006, Zoning Commission Meeting was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Turner, Van Auken, 
Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
Sandberg, Spears - 2.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(06-297)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management with Recommendation from the Zoning Commission to Adopt an ORDINANCE Amending Ordinance No. 13,305, an EXISTING SPECIAL USE for EXISTING CHURCH FACILITIES in a Class R-3 (Single Family Residential) District for Property Located at 4019 N. KNOXVILLE AVENUE to Add FUTURE PARKING with Conditions. (New Communication and Ordinance)
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Council Member Manning moved to adopt the Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 13,305, an Existing Special Use for Existing Church Facilities in a Class R-3 (Single Family Residential) District for property located at 4019 N. Knoxville Avenue to add future parking with conditions, as amended to remove language in Item #1 which states “A minimum of a 24 foot width is required for the proposed two way drive exiting onto Brookmont Road.” and insert language as Item #1 “The proposed driveway must be a right-out, exit only, onto Brookmont; a physical design element subject to Staff approval is required to force a right-out only.” and insert language to add an Item #5 “The future parking (designated on the site plan) is not approved.” ; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.
Motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 16,007 amending Ordinance No. 13,305, an Existing Special Use for Existing Church Facilities in a Class R-3 (Single Family Residential) District for property located at 4019 N. Knoxville Avenue to add future parking with conditions, as amended to remove language in Item #1 which states “A minimum of a 24 foot width is required for the proposed two way drive exiting onto Brookmont Road.” and insert language as Item #1 “The proposed driveway must be a right-out, exit only, onto Brookmont; a physical design element subject to Staff approval is required to force a right-out only.” and insert language to add an Item #5 “The future parking (designated on the site plan) is not approved.” was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
(06-423)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Rezoning Property Located at 7221 N. KNOXVILLE AVENUE from the Present Class R-2 (Single-Family Residential) District to a *Class P-1 (Parking) District.


*Clerk’s Note: The motion that was approved changed the O-1 (Arterial Office) to P-1 (Parking). 
Council Member Nichting moved to adopt the Ordinance rezoning property located at 7221 N. Knoxville Avenue from the present Class R-2 (Single Family Residential) District to a Class P-1 (Parking) District, as amended from the proposed Class O-1 (Arterial Office); seconded by Council Member Grayeb.
ORDINANCE NO. 16,008, as amended, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
(06-467)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Human Resources with Recommendation to Concur with the Joint Labor/Management Health Care Committee Recommendation to Approve the 2007 CITY OF PEORIA HEALTH CARE PLAN CHANGES and PREMIUM CONTRIBUTION RATE CHANGES for ACTIVE EMPLOYEES Including Maintaining the Two 10% Subsidies for Retirees Until 1/1/2010, at Which Time the Subsidies will be Reviewed, and Subject to the Contribution Rates on Other than Individual Coverage Increasing to 85%/15% on 1/1/2007, Remaining at 85%/15% on 1/1/2008, if the $2.35 Million Reduction in the Annual Required Contribution (ARC) is Realized in 2007, Increasing to 80%/20% on 1/1/2008, if the $2.35 Million Reduction in the ARC is Not Realized, and Increasing to 80%/20% on 1/1/2009, with Plan Design Changes as Set Forth. (New Communication)
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Council Member Van Auken moved to concur with the Joint Labor/Management Health Care 

Committee recommendation to approve the 2007 City of Peoria Health Care Plan Changes and Premium Contribution Rate Changes for active employees including maintaining the two 10% subsidies for retirees until 1/1/2010, at which time the subsidies will be reviewed, and subject to the contribution rates on other than individual coverage increasing to 85%/15% on 1/1/2007, remaining at 85%/15% on 1/1/2008, if the $2.35 million reduction in the annual required contribution (ARC) is realized in 2007, increasing to 80%/20% on 1/1/2008, if the $2.35 million reduction in the ARC is not realized, and increasing to 80%/20% on 1/1/2009, with plan design changes as set forth; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
(06-545)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of a REPLACEMENT ORDINANCE Amending Ordinance 15,337, an EXISTING SPECIAL USE in a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District for an EXISTING SHOPPING CENTER and PROPOSED ADDITIONS to the Existing Stores, The Great Escape and Java Joe’s for the Property Located at 5000, 5101, 5114, 5115 and 5117 W. HOLIDAY DRIVE, with Condition. (Replacement Ordinance with Corrected Legal Description)

Council Member Nichting moved to adopt the replacement Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 15,337, an Existing Special Use in a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District for an Existing Shopping Center and proposed additions to the existing stores, The Great Escape and Java Joe’s for the property located at 5000, 5101, 5114, 5115 and 5117 W. Holiday Drive, with condition; seconded by Council Member Van Auken. 
ORDINANCE NO. 16,009 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
(06-556)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Sign the LETTER OF INTENT with the ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION which will Convey to the City of Peoria the Remainder of Certain Property Purchased by IDOT and Authorization to Execute the Necessary Documents, as Outlined.

Council Member Van Auken moved to defer this item for one week until the October 24, 2006, Special City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Morris.
Council Member Sandberg said he would like to have additional information that would make it clear what the City had planned for the proposed property.  He also requested a location map.
Motion to defer this item until the October 24, 2006, Special City Council Meeting was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
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(06-476)
REQUEST TO REMOVE ITEM NO. 06-476 Regarding the Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Granting a SPECIAL USE in a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District for a SHOPPING CENTER for Property Located at Property Identification No. 09-31-300-016 on N. ALLEN ROAD Generally Located on the West Side of N. Allen Road, North of Townline Road, and South of Route 6, and PLACE THIS ITEM on the OCTOBER 24, 2006, SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA.
Council Member Nichting moved to remove Item No. 06-476 regarding the Communication from 
the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management requesting adoption of an
Ordinance granting a Special Use in a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District for a
Shopping Center for property located at property Identification No. 09-31-300-016 on N. Allen 
Road generally located on the West Side of N. Allen Road, North of Townline Road, and South
of Route 6, and place this item on the October 24, 2006, Special City Council Meeting Agenda; 

seconded by Council Member Morris.
Motion to remove Item No. 06-476 from the Table and place this item on the October 24, 2006, Special City Council Meeting Agenda was approved by roll call vote.
Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
NEW BUSINESS

ANNOUNCEMENT Regarding WEST BLUFF and WEST PEORIA CLEAN UP 
Council Member Van Auken announced that the West Bluff and West Peoria would be partnering in a clean up on Saturday, October 28, 2006, from 9:00 A.M. until 11:00 A.M. She urged citizens who wanted to participate to meet at Campustown on Main Street at 8:30 A.M. and she said a free picnic lunch would be served following the clean up to all those who participated.

COMMENTS Regarding CHAMPAIGN MEETING with AMTRAK OFFICIALS
Council Member Manning thanked Mayor Ardis and Council Member Jacob for attending a meeting in Champaign regarding Peoria’s desire for Amtrak service to Peoria. He said citizens in his district supported Amtrak service to Peoria, and he joined in the support to review this endeavor.  

Mayor Ardis said he talked with the new President of Amtrak and he explained why Peoria should be considered as a destination for Amtrak service.  He said the City would be requesting that IDOT consider performing a feasibility study regarding costs associated with rail service to Peoria. He said that Senator Shadid and Congressman LaHood had both been extremely supportive of Amtrak coming to Peoria.
ANNOUNCEMENT Regarding MEETING to Discuss CRIME ISSUES
Council Member Gulley said Mayor Ardis would be holding a meeting on Monday, October 23, 2006, at Riverside Community Church regarding fighting crime. He said the meeting would be held from 6:00 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. He added that the First District Solutions Group would be submitting ideas at that meeting.  He said there was a group working to develop pocket parks in District #1.  He encouraged the public to attend the meeting.

Mayor Ardis encouraged the public to attend the meeting to address crime issues.
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Council Member Nichting left the meeting at 9:20 P.M.
ANNOUNCEMENT Regarding a GROCERY COOPERATIVE WORKSHOP 
Council Member Gulley said the First District Solutions Group had been attempting to increase the number of retail establishments in District #1.  He announced that a Grocery Cooperative Workshop would be held on Thursday, October 26, 2006, from 8:30 A.M. until 2:15 P.M. at Fairview Farms located at 5911 Heuermann Road.  He said there was no cost to attend the meeting and he encouraged the public to register and attend.

(06-606)
REQUEST for the ADMINISTRATION to BRING BACK an ORDINANCE 
Addressing the ISSUE of RETAIL STORES THAT SELL LIQUOR versus LIQUOR STORES Regarding REQUIREMENTS for HOURS OF OPERATION and to Address Other Issues.   

Council Member Gulley requested that the Administration bring back an Ordinance for Council consideration that would place restrictions on liquor establishments to control liquor in neighborhoods.  He said he would like some kind of separation of retail stores that sell liquor and liquor stores regarding their hours of operation to reduce intrusion on surrounding neighborhoods.

City Manager Randy Oliver said there would need to be some specified requirements and all retail stores would need to be treated equally.  He requested direction from the Council because there was some work that would take Staff time regarding this issue.

Mayor Ardis said he was supportive, but he felt the Council needed to provided additional direction to the City Manager and the Corporation Counsel prior to proceeding.  He suggested that the Administration request information from other communities to determine how these situations were being handled elsewhere.
Council Member Gulley said research had been conducted previously by the Peoria Housing Authority and he stated there was a written document containing the information.  He said he would provide that information to the Administration.  He said he would still like to request information from the Staff as well.

Following a brief discussion regarding setting priorities for Staff, Mayor Ardis determined that the Administration would bring back information to the Council in a timely fashion, but not to redirect their priorities.
No objections were heard with the exception of Council Member Grayeb who felt that these kinds of liquor issues were a problem for neighborhoods.  He said he felt that the Council should prioritize this issue so the problem could be addressed.  

ANNOUNCEMENT Regarding CONNECTIONS FIRST YEAR ANNIVERSARY
City Clerk Mary Haynes announced that a First Year Anniversary Party for Connections would be held on Friday, October 27, 2006, from 5:00 P.M. until 6:30 P.M. at Jim’s Downtown Steakhouse.  She said the City Council and members of the Chamber of Commerce would be invited to attend a social event with other local policymakers.

COMMENTS Regarding STATE-WIDE CITY CLERK TRUNK LINE
City Clerk Mary Haynes said the City Clerks had a state-wide trunk line and if the Council needed to take any kind of a survey around the State, this trunk line would available would for that use. 
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CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

(06-607)
Request for CITIZENS to ADDRESS the CITY COUNCIL Regarding VARIOUS  ISSUES.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those citizens wishing to 
address the City Council.
Ms. Sandra Fritz, a Peoria resident, spoke in support of the Liquor Commission and recent decisions regarding liquor issues.  She urged the Council not to approve any more 4:00 A.M. liquor licenses.  She indicated she would support placing an informational referendum on a future election ballot regarding this issue.

Ms. Paula Ferguson, a Peoria resident, thanked the Council for allowing her to attend the Regional Neighborhood Network Conference, which she said she found to be very educational.

Ms. Levetta Ricca, President of Olde Towne South Neighborhood Association, thanked the Council for not approving the proposed Ordinance amending Chapter 3 as proposed.  She discussed liquor establishments located near her home and the many problems those establishments caused surrounding neighborhoods.

Ms. Yolanda Wallace, a Peoria resident, discussed the murder of her son, which occurred on September 20, 2006.  She spoke in support of the Ceasefire Program and she said she felt it was important that the City address crime issues in the community.

Mr. Randy Struben, applicant for the Package Liquor site at 3405 S. W. Adams Street, expressed concern that the site was denied and that the City of Peoria had not been receptive to his application.   
EXECUTIVE SESSION

(06-608)
Request for Approval of a Motion for the City Council to go into 

EXECUTIVE SESSION to Discuss 2(c)(5)  The purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body; and 2(c)(11)  Litigation, when an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that such an action is probable or imminent.
Council Member Morris moved that the City Council go into Executive Session to discuss 2(c)(5)  The purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body; and 2(c)(11)  Litigation, when an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that such an action is probable or imminent; seconded by Council Member Spears.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
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ADJOURNMENT

Council Member Morris moved to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Manning.
Approved by viva voce vote.

The Council Meeting adjourned at  9:55 P.M.  








______________________________
Mary L. Haynes, MMC, City Clerk
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