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: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS:

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, November 14, 2006, a Joint City Council and Town Board Meeting was held this date at 6:20 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, Mayor Jim Ardis presiding.   
ROLL CALL
Roll call showed the following Council Members present: Grayeb, Gulley (arrived at 6:32 P.M.), Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;  Absent:  None.       

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Ardis requested a moment of silent prayer or silent reflection, and then he led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS, ETC.

PROCLAMATION:
REALTORS WITH CLASS PROGRAM

PROCLAMATION:
THE SALVATION ARMY:  20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE TREE OF LIGHTS CAMPAIGN DAY - NOVEMBER 14, 2006

PROCLAMATION:
KEY CLUB WEEK - NOVEMBER 12 - 18, 2006

INTRODUCTION of NEW PRESIDENT and CEO of the CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU, BRENT LONTEEN
Mayor Ardis welcomed and granted Privilege of the Floor to Mr. Brent Lonteen.
Mr. Brent Lonteen, President and CEO of the Convention and Visitors Bureau, discussed his passion and commitment to the Peoria community.  He said the role of the Convention and Visitors Bureau would be redefined and a plan for achievable goals would be formulated. He said fiscal practices and policies would be transparent and he intended to be a good steward of taxpayer dollars.  He thanked the Council for their time.

MINUTES

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the minutes of the City Council Meeting and Executive Session held on November 7, 2006, as printed; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OF PEORIA
(06-637) PUBLIC HEARING Regarding a PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX LEVY 


INCREASE for the City of Peoria for 2006.

Council Member Nichting moved to open the Public Hearing regarding the Proposed Property Tax Levy; seconded by Council Member Turner.
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Motion to open the Public Hearing was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

Mayor Ardis opened the Public Hearing for public comment at 6:36 P.M. 

Mr. Paul Wilkinson, a City resident, said he could support the City raising taxes if the extra revenue would be used to increase the number of Police Officers and Firefighters, increase Code enforcement, and provide better sidewalks and lighting in neighborhoods.  He said he felt neighborhoods needed these enhancements so people would be encouraged to remain in older neighborhoods or to move back into older neighborhoods.  He proposed that if these enhancements were made in a concentrated fashion, property values would increase and would benefit the City with increased revenues.  

Ms. Roberta Parks, Chief Operating Officer of the Peoria Area Chamber of Commerce, said she represented the Board of Directors of the Chamber and their 1,200 plus members. She requested that the Council balance the 2007 City Budget without approving any property tax increase or increases in any other taxes or franchise fees for the City.  She said this action would require that the City maintain the garbage fee that was currently assessed against property owners.  She said the Chamber felt that any tax increase would negatively impact the City’s ability to attract and retain businesses within the community.  She said the City should save their tax increases for times when there would be no other choice in order to balance the City’s Budget.  She said citizens indicated in a survey she circulated that they would not be in favor of the garbage fee being added to their property tax bill.

After Mayor Ardis determined that no one else wished to address the Council regarding this issue, Council Member Nichting moved to close the Public Hearing; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Motion to close the Public Hearing was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

The Public Hearing closed at 6:41 P.M.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(06-525)
PUBLIC HEARING Regarding PROPOSED ANNEXATION OF 9123 N. RADNOR ROAD.

Council Member Nichting moved to open the Public Hearing regarding the proposed Annexation of 9123 N. Radnor Road; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Motion to open the Public Hearing was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

Mayor Ardis opened the Public Hearing for public comment at 6:42 P.M. 

After the third call, Mayor Ardis determined that no one wished to address the Council regarding this issue.
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Council Member Nichting moved to close the Public Hearing; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Motion to close the Public Hearing was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

The Public Hearing closed at 6:44 P.M.

(06-589)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Approval of the Following:

A.
RESOLUTION Approving the ANNEXATION AGREEMENT for Property Located at 9123 N. RADNOR ROAD, Identified as Parcel Identification Number 08-36-300-015, Located Within One and One-Half Miles of the City of Peoria, with Conditions.
Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes distributed a replacement communication and a revised Annexation Agreement to all members of the City Council.
Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Resolution approving the revised Annexation Agreement for property located at 9123 N. Radnor Road, identified as Parcel Identification Number 08-36-300-015, located within one and one-half miles of the City of Peoria, with conditions; seconded by Council Member Grayeb.

RESOLUTION NO. 06-589-A, as amended, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
B.
ORDINANCE Annexing Territory Contiguous to the City of Peoria – 9123 N. RADNOR ROAD.

Council Member Nichting moved to defer this item until the January 16, 2007, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Grayeb.

Motion to defer this item until January 16, 2007, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
(06-590)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Rezoning Property from the Present Class RR (County of Peoria Rural Residential) District to a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District for the Property Located at 9123 N. RADNOR ROAD.

Council Member Nichting moved to adopt the Ordinance rezoning property from the present Class RR (County of Peoria Rural Residential) District to a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District for property located at 9123 N. Radnor Road; seconded by Council Member Sandberg.

ORDINANCE NO. 16,016 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
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REGULAR BUSINESS
CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE, for the City of 
Peoria, with Recommendations as Outlined:
(06-638)
NOTICE OF LAWSUIT Filed on Behalf of KATHLEEN HURST Regarding a Complaint of Personal Injury Resulting from a Fall while Walking Along a Ramp Entering the Fourth Floor Parking Deck at 111 S.W. Adams on or about November 2, 2005, with Recommendation to Receive and File and Refer to the Legal Department.
(06-639) Communication from the City Manager and Chief of Police Requesting   
Approval of a SOLE SOURCE PURCHASE of an Additional 43 TASER UNITS and ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT from RAY O'HERRON, in the Total Amount of $34,814.00 Purchased with Funds from the 2006 Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant.
(06-640) Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and  
Growth Management Requesting Approval of RESOLUTION NO. 06-640 Required by the Illinois Housing Development Authority for the City of Peoria's $310,000.00 GRANT for a DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM for FIRST TIME HOME BUYERS.
(06-641) Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 
**
Requesting Approval of the JOINT AGREEMENT with IDOT for the IMPROVEMENT of ILLINOIS ROUTE 40 (Knoxville Avenue) from Richmar/Ravinwoods to Hickory Grove Road, Approval of the MFT RESOLUTION in the Amount of $29,470.00, and Authorization for the City Manager to Sign the Necessary Documents.
Clerk’s Note:  See Page 27830 and 27831 for the reconsideration and deferral of this item.

(06-642) Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller 
*
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending the BUDGET for FISCAL YEAR 2006 of the City of Peoria Relating to the JOINT AGREEMENT with IDOT for the IMPROVEMENT of ILLINOIS ROUTE 40 (Knoxville Avenue) from Richmar/Ravinwoods to Hickory Grove Road in the Amount of $29,470.00.
(06-643) Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,017 Amending SCHEDULE A Prohibiting the USE of GROUNDWATER as a POTABLE WATER SUPPLY by the INSTALLATION or USE of POTABLE WATER SUPPLY WELLS, or by any Other Method at or Near 2416 N. UNIVERSITY.
(06-644) Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 
Growth Management Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,018 Amending APPENDIX B of the Code of the City of Peoria Relating to Various TEXT ADJUSTMENTS Extending the Date by Which the Zoning Commission Must Review the Number and Location of REPLACEMENT BILLBOARD SIGNS from March 1, 2006, to no Later than June 1, 2007.
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(06-645) Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 
Growth Management Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,019 Approving the FINAL PLAT of CRAMER SOUTH SUBDIVISION, a Single-Family Residential Subdivision Located South of Ludolph Road, North of Interstate Route 74, Along the West Side of Heinz Lane Within One and One-Half Miles of the City of Peoria, Identified as Parcel Identification Number 13-16-326-001 with an Address of 6003 N. HEINZ LANE, Edwards, Illinois.
(06-646) Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 
Growth Management Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,020 Approving the FINAL PLAT of CRAMER NORTH SUBDIVISION, a Single-Family Residential Subdivision Located at the Southeast Corner of Ludolph Road and Heinz Lane Within One and One-Half Miles of the City of Peoria, Identified as Parcel Identification Number 13-16-200-001 with an Address of 6610 N. HEINZ LANE, Edwards, Illinois.
(06-647) Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 
Growth Management Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,021 Approving the FINAL PLAT of HUNTERS TRAIL ESTATES SUBDIVISION, a Single Family Residential Development Located East of Radnor Road and North of Wilhelm Road.
(06-648)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  ***
Requesting Approval of the SITE APPLICATION for a CLASS B (Restaurant), SUBCLASS 1 (4:00 A.M. Hours), SUBCLASS 2 (Live Entertainment), SUBCLASS 3A (Sidewalk Cafe) LIQUOR LICENSE for 500 MAIN STREET, with Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to APPROVE.
(06-649)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  ****
Requesting Approval of the SITE APPLICATION for a CLASS A (Tavern), SUBCLASS 2 (Live Entertainment with Condition Karaoke Only) LIQUOR LICENSE for 2803 N.E. ADAMS, with Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to APPROVE, with Condition.
(06-650)
Communication from the City Manager and Assistant City Manager Requesting to Receive and File the WORK PLANS for the CITY OF PEORIA COMMISSIONS, as Outlined.
(06-651)
REPORT OF THE CITY TREASURER REGINALD A. WILLIS for the Month of SEPTEMBER 2006, with Recommendation to Receive and File.
Mayor Ardis questioned if the Council wished to have any of the Consent Agenda items removed for further discussion.

Council Member Jacob requested that Item Nos. 06-648 and 06-649 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Sandberg requested that Item No. 06-642 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Gulley moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Turner.
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Item Nos. 06-638 through 06-651(excluding Item Nos. 06-642, 06-648 and 06-649, which were removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion) were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 11; 

Nays:
None.
(06-642)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller 
*
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending the BUDGET for FISCAL YEAR 2006 of the City of Peoria Relating to the JOINT AGREEMENT with IDOT for the IMPROVEMENT of ILLINOIS ROUTE 40 (Knoxville Avenue) from Richmar/Ravinwoods to Hickory Grove Road in the Amount of $29,470.00.
Council Member Sandberg questioned why there was a Budget amendment being proposed for the entire $29,470.00, when there was a $19,931.00 credit that could be acknowledged.
Director of Public Works Steve Van Winkle explained the Council approved fronting some costs for a particular feature along the route several months ago, which cost $19,931.00 and the $19,931.00 credit was reimbursement for those costs.  
Following further discussion Council Member Sandberg expressed concern regarding the manner in which this item was brought forward due to the confusion surrounding the reimbursement.

Council Member Van Auken moved to defer this item for one week until the November 21, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Grayeb.

Motion to defer this item until November 21, 2006, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
Gulley, Jacob - 2.
(06-641)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 
**
Requesting Approval of the JOINT AGREEMENT with IDOT for the IMPROVEMENT of ILLINOIS ROUTE 40 (Knoxville Avenue) from Richmar/Ravinwoods to Hickory Grove Road, Approval of the MFT RESOLUTION NO. 06-641, in the Amount of $29,470.00, and Authorization for the City Manager to Sign the Necessary Documents.
Due to the deferral of Item No. 06-642, Council Member Van Auken moved to reconsider Item No. 06-641 approving the Joint Agreement with IDOT for the Improvement of Illinois Route 40 (Knoxville Avenue) from Richmar/Ravinwoods to Hickory Grove Road and approving MFT Resolution No. 06-641, in the amount of $29,470.00; seconded by Council Member Grayeb.
Motion to reconsider Item No. 06-641 approving the Joint Agreement with IDOT for the Improvement of Illinois Route 40 (Knoxville Avenue) from Richmar/Ravinwoods to Hickory Grove Road and approving MFT Resolution No. 06-641, in the amount of $29,470.00 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
Gulley - 1.
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Council Member Van Auken moved to defer Item No. 06-641 for one week until the 
the November 21, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Grayeb.

Motion to defer this item until November 21, 2006, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 
Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
Gulley - 1.
(06-648)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  ***
Requesting Approval of the SITE APPLICATION for a CLASS B (Restaurant), SUBCLASS 1 (4:00 A.M. Hours), SUBCLASS 2 (Live Entertainment), SUBCLASS 3A (Sidewalk Cafe) LIQUOR LICENSE for 500 MAIN STREET, with Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to APPROVE.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Gulley moved to approve the Site Application for a Class B (Restaurant), Subclass 1 (4:00 A.M. Hours), Subclass 2 (Live Entertainment), Subclass 3A (Sidewalk Café) Liquor License for 500 Main Street; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Jacob - 1.
(06-649)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  ****
Requesting Approval of the SITE APPLICATION for a CLASS A (Tavern), SUBCLASS 2 (Live Entertainment with Condition Karaoke Only) LIQUOR LICENSE for 2803 N.E. ADAMS, with Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to APPROVE, with Condition.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Gulley moved to approve the Site Application for a Class A (Tavern), Subclass 2 (Live Entertainment with Condition Karaoke Only) Liquor License for 2803 N. E. Adams; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Jacob - 1.
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(06-652)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting Approval of the AGREEMENT Between PEORIA HOSPITALS MOBILE MEDICAL SERVICES a/k/a Advanced Medical Transport of Central Illinois (AMT) and Authorizing the City Manager to Execute the Contract.
Council Member Turner moved to approve the Agreement between Peoria Hospitals Mobile Medical Services a/k/a Advanced Medical Transport of Central Illinois (AMT) and to authorize the City Manager to execute the contract; seconded by Council Member Morris.

Council Member Grayeb expressed concern regarding the amount of compensation being provided to the City.  He said he felt further negotiations could have gained additional concessions from Advanced Medical Transport. 

Following a brief discussion, Council Member Sandberg expressed concern that City taxpayers were expected to supplement legacy costs for services provided to outside vendors.  He added there were other services provided to citizens other than dispatch services.
Assistant Fire Chief Kent Tomblin said a dollar value had not been calculated, but other services provided included continue-care on ride-alongs in an ambulance to the Emergency Room and lifting assistance.  
Council Member Sandberg said he found it difficult to support the proposed agreement knowing the costs being charged to Advanced Medical Transport would only allow the City to break even on expenses for the services provided.  

Council Member Morris said he felt charging a fee to a non-profit organization was regressive, but he said he would support the motion because he felt the proposed agreement was fair and would offset some of the City’s costs.  He commended Advanced Medical Transport’s service to the community.
Council Member Grayeb expressed concern regarding the citizens’ costs for services billed by Advanced Medical Transport.  He said he felt the proposed agreement failed to factor in all the subsidies provided by the City.  He said he would not be supporting the motion to approve the proposed agreement.  
Motion to approve the Agreement between Peoria Hospitals Mobile Medical Services a/k/a Advanced Medical Transport of Central Illinois (AMT) and to authorize the City Manager to execute the contract was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 
Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
Grayeb, Sandberg - 2.

(06-653)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic Development Requesting Approval of the INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT Between the City of Peoria and THE PLEASURE DRIVEWAY AND PARK DISTRICT OF PEORIA, in the Amount of $86,500.00 for the GATEWAY and RIVERFRONT EVENTS PROGRAMMING.
Council Member Van Auken moved to defer this item for one week until the November 21, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Morris.
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Motion to defer this item until November 21, 2006, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
(06-654)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Authorization for the CONVERSION of WASHINGTON STREET from its Present Configuration Between MacArthur Highway to Near Harrison Street to a Roadway that has Three Motor Vehicle Traffic Lanes, One Through Lane in Each Direction, and One Center left-Turn Lane, Including One Parallel Parking Lane along Each Side of the Street.
Council Member Gulley moved to authorize the conversion of Washington Street from its present configuration between MacArthur Highway to near Harrison Street to a roadway that had three motor vehicle traffic lanes, one through lane in each direction, and one center left-turn lane, including one parallel parking lane along each side of the street; seconded by Council Member Sandberg.
Council Member Gulley said this proposal would still need to be approved by IDOT, but he said he was anxious to move this project forward.  He also said he would like the boundary to be extended to Edmond Street.
City Manager Randy Oliver said it was his understanding that the traffic volumes in this area had increased substantially and the truck traffic had doubled, so it was felt that the proposed section would be better to begin with and then they could determine how it would work out.  
Director of Public Works Steve Van Winkle said when streets were reduced from five lanes to three lanes, with parking, there needed to be some transition space.  He said the details of the transition area had not been worked out, but he felt the entire area would be improved along Washington Street as the streetscape project was completed.  He said he would prefer that 

the Council concur with the Administration’s recommendation regarding which areas would be three-lanes and which areas should be five lanes because he felt it would be an easier sell to IDOT.
Council Member Gulley requested that Staff review the impact on businesses in the area regarding parking issues and report back to the Council.

City Manager Oliver said he would review this issue with IDOT, and he added the proposal before the Council, if approved by IDOT, would allow for restriping the lanes. He said there were not sufficient Capital funds budgeted to perform improvements to sidewalks or infrastructure at this time.  

Council Member Turner expressed concern regarding safety and truck traffic.  He discussed the possibility that truck traffic would be pushed to Adams Street, which would increase truck traffic traveling in front of one of Peoria’s major employers.  He said there was also the issue of the large volume of visitors and buses parked in front of 100 Adams Street.  He stated these vehicles transported 10,000 to 12,000 visitors per year.  
Director of Public Works Steve Van Winkle said he felt the changes being suggested would not impact truck routes in the downtown area.  
27834     JOINT CITY COUNCIL & TOWN BOARD PROCEEDINGS       NOVEMBER 14, 2006

Council Member Sandberg said within a few blocks of MacArthur Highway, there were some development opportunities that would need slower traffic.  He urged the Administration to transmit this vision to IDOT, and he said he felt the motion would begin to assist IDOT in the transitioning of five-lane traffic to more urban-friendly traffic flow. He said he felt the transition should begin at Edmond Street and traffic slowed prior to MacArthur Highway. 

Director of Public Works Steve Van Winkle said that was his intent.

Motion to authorize the conversion of Washington Street from its present configuration between MacArthur Highway to near Harrison Street to a roadway that had three motor vehicle traffic lanes, one through lane in each direction, and one center left-turn lane, including one parallel parking lane along each side of the street approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
(06-655)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management with Recommendation from the Zoning Commission to Adopt an ORDINANCE Granting a SPECIAL USE in a Class O-2 (Exclusive Office Park) District for a HEALTH CENTER (Long Term Acute Care Hospital) on Property Located on Various Parcels, Generally Bounded by R.B. Garrett Avenue to the North, Hightower Street to the East, Fourth Street to the South, and Richard Pryor Place to the West, with Conditions.
Council Member Gulley moved to adopt the Ordinance granting a Special Use in a Class O-2 (Exclusive Office Park) District for a Health Center (Long Term Acute Care Hospital) on property located on various parcels, generally bounded by R. B. Garrett Avenue to the North, Hightower Street to the East, Fourth Street to the South, and Richard Pryor Place to the West, with conditions; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.
ORDINANCE NO. 16,022 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
(06-656)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management with Recommendation from the Zoning Commission to Adopt an ORDINANCE Granting a SPECIAL USE in a Class R-3 (Single-Family Residential) District for a RESIDENTIAL CLUSTER DEVELOPMENT for Property Located at 6100 and 6107 MANDALAY DRIVE, with Conditions.
Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes distributed a replacement Site Plan to all members of the City Council.

Council Member Nichting moved to defer this item for one week until the November 21, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Motion to defer this item until November 21, 2006, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
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(06-657)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of ONE of the Following:
A. Recommendation from the Zoning Commission to Adopt an ORDINANCE Amending Ordinance No. 13,361, an OFFICIAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN for BRADLEY UNIVERSITY, as Amended, in a Class N-1 (Institutional) District to Include a FRATERNITY at 1404-1410 W. FREDONIA AVENUE as a SPECIAL USE for the Property Primarily Bounded by Main Street, Maplewood Avenue, Glenwood Avenue, Barker Avenue, Duryea Avenue, Underhill Street and University Street, Commonly Known as BRADLEY UNIVERSITY, 1501 W. BRADLEY AVENUE and ALLOWING a WAIVER OF THE 25-FOOT PERIMETER SETBACK; OR

B. Recommendation from the Staff to Adopt an ORDINANCE Amending Ordinance No. 13,361, an OFFICIAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN for BRADLEY UNIVERSITY, as Amended, in a Class N-1 (Institutional) District to Include a FRATERNITY at 1404-1410 W. FREDONIA AVENUE as a SPECIAL USE for the Property Primarily Bounded by Main Street, Maplewood Avenue, Glenwood Avenue, Barker Avenue, Duryea Avenue, Underhill Street, and University Street, Commonly Known as BRADLEY UNIVERSITY, 1501 W. BRADLEY AVENUE, AND DENYING a WAIVER of the 25-FOOT PERIMETER SETBACK CONDITIONS.
Council Member Van Auken moved to adopt Ordinance “A” amending Ordinance No. 13,361, an Official Development Plan for Bradley University, as amended, in a Class N-1 (Institutional) District to include a Fraternity at 1404-1410 W. Fredonia Avenue as a Special Use for the property primarily bounded by Main Street, Maplewood Avenue, Glenwood Avenue, Barker Avenue, Duryea Avenue, Underhill Street and University Street, Commonly Known as Bradley University, 1501 W. Bradley Avenue and Allowing a Waiver of the 25-Foot Perimeter Setback; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Council Member Van Auken expressed concern that this was another piece of Bradley University’s overall plan.  She said while she would support the proposed Ordinance, she urged Bradley University to come forward in the near future with their overall plan for development.

Council Member Sandberg expressed concern regarding the amount of buffering provided.  He said he felt the 25-foot setback requirement was needed, and he stated he would not support the motion. 

Motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 16,023 amending Ordinance No. 13,361, an Official Development Plan for Bradley University, as amended, in a Class N-1 (Institutional) District to include a Fraternity at 1404-1410 W. Fredonia Avenue as a Special Use for the property primarily bounded by Main Street, Maplewood Avenue, Glenwood Avenue, Barker Avenue, Duryea Avenue, Underhill Street and University Street, Commonly Known as Bradley University, 1501 W. Bradley Avenue and Allowing a Waiver of the 25-Foot Perimeter Setback was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 8;

Nays:
Grayeb, Sandberg, Turner - 3.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS

 (06-621)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Approval of an ORDINANCE Approving the PRELIMINARY and FINAL PLAT for ROSE SUBDIVISION, a Residential Development Located within the 5300 Block of BIG HOLLOW ROAD, Identified as Parcel Identification No. 14-18-301-006.

Council Member Spears moved to defer this item for two weeks until the November 28, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Morris. 
Motion to defer this item until November 28, 2006, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
(06-464)
Continuation of Discussion Regarding the 2007 BUDGET for the CITY OF PEORIA.

Council Member Jacob moved to direct Staff to recognize the additional revenue from the Advanced Medical Transport contract approved earlier in this meeting and to increase the building permit fees for new construction to the amount recommended by the Administration to cover any shortfall in the proposed 2007 Budget with any revenue surplus placed in the contingency fund, and to lock the tax rate at this year’s level; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Council Member Grayeb expressed concern that this proposal would not deal with the garbage fee in any way, and that the $6.00 garbage fee would continue to be billed monthly on citizens’ water bills.  He said he did not feel the burden should continue to be placed on only homeowners.
Council Member Jacob said the purpose of his motion was to handle the issue of the garbage fee separately.  He said he felt there would be an opportunity to discuss the impact on the Budget, if changes were going to be made on the garbage fee or change the nature of the fee in any way. He said the proposed transfer of the garbage fee to the property tax would have been revenue neutral and would not have an impact on the 2007 Budget.
Council Member Van Auken said she would support the motion, but she still wanted the Staff to perform a comprehensive review of revenue sources prior to the end of the year.  
Council Member Sandberg expressed concern that the motion on the floor would eliminate continued Council discussion regarding the 2007 Budget, if the motion passed.  He said he felt the motion was premature.  He questioned when the Council would be discussing their budget priorities for 2007.  He said this was the first year the City was required to budget for legacy costs, and he expressed concern that no new ideas came forward to change the rules for financing GASB 45.  

Council Member Grayeb expressed concern that the motion would not allow the City to restore fire rescue services to Fire Station #11, nor to hire additional Police Officers, nor would it  enhance public safety issues, which was the City’s number one responsibility.
Council Member Jacob said City Staff had worked diligently to craft a Budget, which would allow the City to live within their means.  He stated discussions with bargaining units were successful in that the bargaining units rose to the occasion and accepted some difficult increases in their out-of-pocket costs to be team players.  He said the 2007 Budget would be balanced with $300,000 despite all the challenges.
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Council Member Jacob said an aggressive approach had been taken by funding saturation patrols, by challenging the Police Chief to deploy resources more efficiently, and the ground work had been laid for a Security Camera Program that would increase the effectiveness of Police Officers and leverage manpower.  He said the 2007 Budget would support public safety.  He added that these endeavors had already resulted in increased drug and other kinds of arrests, and other entities involved in prosecutions had been challenged to objectively look at repeat offenders, those who flaunted the system, and those who disrupted neighborhoods.  
Council Member Jacob said citizens were paying more in taxes this year and would be paying more in years to come, but he felt citizens were already paying their fair share.  He said, unless the Council addressed the structural problem of expenses exceeding revenues, the City would be forced to raise the tax rate, but he did not feel that should be done this year.
Council Member Manning pointed out the City’s portion of the real estate tax bill was only 11%, but the City provided all the basic City services to the community. He said he did not feel it was appropriate that citizens blame the City for raising taxes when it was actually other taxing bodies raising taxes that increased their real estate tax bills.
Council Member Manning also pointed out that eleven new Police Officers would be on the streets in 2007 and Fire Station #11 would be fully staffed with the Firefighters from Fire Station #13, while the renovation of Fire Station #13 was completed.  He said he would support the motion on the floor.

Council Member Manning said he would like discussion to begin in January or February regarding how fire operations could be properly manned to reduce risks to citizens due to the lack of water supply on Florence Avenue.  He said he would continue to urge the City Manager and Department Heads to seek the efficiencies and productivity gains needed to find cost savings in the future.

Motion to direct Staff to recognize the additional revenue from the Advanced Medical Transport contract approved earlier in this meeting and to increase the building permit fees for new construction to the amount recommended by the Administration to cover any shortfall in the proposed 2007 Budget with any revenue surplus placed in the contingency fund, and to lock the tax rate at this year’s level was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 8;

Nays:
Grayeb, Gulley, Sandberg - 3.
PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – TOWN OF THE CITY OF PEORIA

(06-658)
Communication from the Town Officials Budget Committee with Request to Approve the Proposed ESTIMATE OF TAXES to be LEVIED for the Town of the City of Peoria Pursuant to 35 ILCS 200/18-60, in the Amount of $1,983,370.00, with an Estimated Tax Rate of .1383 and to Enter Into the Permanent Record.
Trustee Nichting thanked Town Collector Reginald Willis, Town Clerk Mary Haynes, Assessor Bonnie Gavin, and Township Supervisor Joe Whalen for their service to the community.

Trustee Nichting moved to approve the proposed Estimate of Taxes to be levied for the Town of the City of Peoria pursuant to 35 ILCS 200/18-60, in the amount of $1,983,370.00, and an Estimated Tax Rate of .1383 and to enter into the permanent record; seconded by Trustee Turner.
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Motion to approve the proposed Estimate of Taxes to be levied for the Town of the City of Peoria pursuant to 35 ILCS 200/18-60, in the amount of $1,983,370.00, and an Estimated Tax Rate of .1383 and to enter into the permanent record was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Chairman Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
NEW BUSINESS
ANNOUNCEMENT Regarding the FIRST EVENING MEETING of the RENAISSANCE PARK COMMISSION 

Council Member Van Auken announced that the Renaissance Park Commission was following the Commission on Ad Hoc Commissions’ recommendation to begin holding some of their meetings in the evening.  She said the first evening meeting would be held at 6:00 P.M. on November 15, 2006, at Bradley University’s Student Center.
Council Member Van Auken also thanked those involved in setting up the Special Meeting with realtors, developers, and other investors held on Monday, November 13, 2006, at Converse Marketing. She said the meeting was very successful.
REQUEST for INFORMATION DEALING WITH TRUCK NOISE in NEIGHBORHOODS

Council Member Nichting requested that the Corporation Counsel and Public Works Staff bring back ideas regarding major thoroughfare streets where trucks traveled.  He said when the trucks used their down-loading gear, it created a great deal of noise in neighborhoods.  He said he would like to know how other communities were addressing these kinds of problems.

Council Member Spears indicated there was a similar problem for neighborhoods along I-74.  

(06-659)
REQUEST for a REPORT BACK Regarding the COST SAVINGS of PLANTING WILD FLOWERS in MEDIANS Rather than Mowing the Grass

Council Member Spears requested information regarding what the savings would be if wild flowers were planted in medians throughout the City rather than having to mow the grass in the medians.  He questioned what the savings would be in man hours.

(06-660)
REQUEST for a REPORT BACK Regarding SEPARATING LAWN WASTE from GARBAGE to Establish a LAWN WASTE PICK UP SERVICE Similar to the Recycling Pick Up Service.  

Council Member Spears requested a report back whether or not lawn waste could be separated out from regular garbage so there would be savings.  He suggested registering for lawn waste pickup could be similar to registering for recycling pick up.  He said the garbage fee could then be reduced.

(06-661)
REQUEST for a REPORT BACK Regarding the Possibility of BIDDING OUT ELECTRICITY FOR CITIZENS for COST SAVINGS

Council Member Sandberg referred to the proposed 55% increase in electric bills, and he suggested the City Administration put out for bid the electricity for all citizens in the City of Peoria.  He questioned what it would cost to meter that electricity.  He suggested finding ways to save real money for the citizens of Peoria in this matter.  
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CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

(06-662)
Request for CITIZENS to ADDRESS the CITY COUNCIL Regarding VARIOUS  ISSUES.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those citizens wishing to 

address the City Council.
An Interested Citizen discussed the current voting machines and the inability of those machines to accommodate cumulative voting.  He said, if new machines were going to be purchased, this would be an opportunity to incorporate a mechanism for instant run off voting. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION

It was determined that an Executive Session was not needed.
ADJOURNMENT

Council Member Nichting moved to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Manning.

Approved by viva voce vote.

The Council Meeting adjourned at  8:37 P.M.  








______________________________
Mary L. Haynes, MMC, City Clerk
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