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: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS:

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, July 18, 2006, a City Council Meeting was held this date at 6:20 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, Mayor Jim Ardis presiding. 
ROLL CALL
Roll call showed the following Council Members present: Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11; Absent – None.
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Ardis requested a moment of silent prayer or silent reflection, and then he led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
MINUTES
Council Member Nichting moved to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting and Executive Sessions held on July 11, 2006, as printed; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 
Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OF PEORIA
(06-402)
PRESENTATION by Helen Barrick of Clifton Gunderson LLP of the 2005 COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT (AUDIT), with Recommendation to Receive and File.
A handout regarding the Statement of Activities and the Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance for the Year Ending December 31, 2005, was distributed to all members of the Council. 
Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Ms. Helen Barrick, Partner at Clifton Gunderson LLP.
Ms. Helen Barrick, Partner at Clifton Gunderson LLP, commended Senior Manager Jackie Overstreet for serving on the engagement and working with City personnel on a day-to-day basis in performing the audit.  Ms. Barrick listed various documents that had been provided to the City Financial Department and the Council regarding the Annual Financial Report Year Ending December 31, 2005.  She added that the tax documents related to the Designated Zone Organization would be provided to the Council by the end of this month.   
Ms. Barrick gave an overview of the Recast Data from Statement of Activities, Primary Government only.  She explained that the only portion of the Financial Statement documents which belonged to the auditor was the Independent Auditor’s Report, and she stated the Financial Statements remained the representation of the City of Peoria.  Ms. Barrick said the audit for the year ended December 31, 2005, and was conducted in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States.  She added, as in the past, she did not audit the Financial Statements of the Firemen’s and Police Pension Funds, or the Peoria Foreign Fire Insurance Board.  She said these groups were audited by other agencies.  She said the opinion letter made reference to and was based on the opinions of the other auditors.  Ms. Barrick said her opinion for 2005 was again unqualified, as it had been in the five previous years.  She said the Financial Statements for the year ending December 31, 2005, were prepared in accordance with the new reporting model referred to as GASB Statement 34. 
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Ms. Barrick encouraged the Council to review the Management Discussion Analysis (MDA) located on Pages III through XIII of the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report.  She said the MDA included required supplemental information that was in accordance with GASB Statement 34, and provided good comparative overview analysis of the Financial Statements.  Ms. Barrick noted that the City of Peoria earned the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting on the 2004 Financial Statement for the fifth consecutive year, and had submitted the 2005 Financial Statements to that program.
Ms. Barrick pointed out that the total revenues increased by $9,803,926 in 2005 over 2004.  She explained the most significant change in General Revenues from 2004 included an increase in property taxes, corporate personal property replacement taxes, sales taxes, state income tax allocation, Home Rule taxes, HRA taxes, utility taxes, grants and contributions not restricted to specific programs, and interest/investment income.  She said the local MFT remained stable with a decrease of $2,221, riverboat gambling revenue decreased by $68,224, and franchise fees decreased by $307,804, mostly in the area of telecommunications franchise fees, which reflected a $200,000 settlement payment the City received in 2004 from a telecommunications agency.  Ms. Barrick added that in 2005 the City returned $61,000 in fees that were previously inappropriately distributed to the City which resulted in an overall decrease of $42,000 in telecommunications franchise fees.  Ms. Barrick explained that in 2004 the City recognized substantial revenues that included the write off of the PAAG Loan, an unanticipated collection on loans written off in prior years, sale of property related to the Pere Marquette, and reimbursements on the Charter Oak Road project that were reported in the Other Revenue category which reflected a decrease of $2,610,850.  

Ms. Barrick said Program Revenues were earned by the Government for services performed and had increased $4,070,010 in 2005 over 2004.  She said charges for services increased about $1.5 million, Police fees and fines increased more than $200,000, Public Works charges for services increased about $340,000, which reflected the refuse collection fee imposed in 2004.  Ms. Barrick pointed out this amount also included an increase in fines, inspection fees and health insurance reimbursements.  Ms. Barrick said Police Grants increased by approximately $1 million, which reflected amounts received under Homeland Security Grant funding and other public security related grants.  She said Community Development Grants increased approximately $966,000 for workforce development grants and general government operating grants increased by $439,000.  She said the grant for general government in 2004 related to the Med-Tech District and in 2005 there were additional grants related to the Med-Tech District, Peoria Next and LED Signals.  

Ms. Barrick continued that Capital grants and contributions increased by $136,000.  She said this category fluctuated depending on the types of grants applied for within the year.  For example, she explained that in 2004, the City received funding from IDOT for Springdale Cemetery and the Water Street Improvement Project, and in 2005 the City received grants from IDOT for the Charter Oak Road Project and Kellar Branch Rail Improvement.    
Ms. Barrick noted that the total Expenses increased $24,236,833.  She said the most significant change in Expenses was an increase of $15,697,548 in community development.  She said of this amount, $13.1 million related to the payment from the capital project funds for renovation related to the Peoria Civic Center.  She added the overall change in net assets for 2005 was an increase of $5,836,647, which brought net assets to a balance of $65,873,500.  
Referring to the Statement of Net Assets, Ms. Barrick said the Net Assets included $101,583,605 from investment in capital assets.  She said capital assets did not currently include the City’s entire infrastructure, and in accordance with authoritative literature, infrastructure was only included to date for assets acquired in 2002 through 2005. Ms. Barrick said in 2006, the City would reflect a net basis of infrastructure assets acquired from 1980 through 2002, and this number, which was currently unknown, would increase the City’s net assets.  
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Ms. Barrick pointed the City had a variety of restrictions on a portion of their equity which totaled $95,081,000, exclusive of any fiduciary funds, which left unrestricted net assets at a deficit of $130 million.  
Ms. Barrick gave an overview of the Recast Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in fund balance-budget and actual for the year ending December 31, 2005.  She pointed out that all of the revenue categories in 2005 exceeded the City’s 2004 budget, with the most significant change occurring in the corporate personal property replacement taxes which came in approximately $1.6 million higher in 2005 over 2004.  She said revenues in 2005 exceeded budget by approximately $4.7 million, and exceeded the 2004 revenue by approximately $6.3 million.
Ms. Barrick explained that, as in prior years, benefits were reported as a separate category.  She said health insurance, workers compensation, pension costs and other employee benefits previously charged to the benefits line item had been allocated to the respective function.  She said overall the City’s general fund expenditures were $87,416,318 in 2005 compared to $81,835,983 in 2004, for an increase of $5,580,335 or 6.82%.  
Ms. Barrick said the largest increase was recognized in the general government category, which was related to unallocated liability and health insurance costs.  She said all other categories increased with the exception of elective offices, board and commissions and agencies.  She said overall, expenditures for the general fund deviated from budget by only $423,000 or 4.9%, and bottom line for excess of revenues over expenditures totaled $14,987,071.  She said the net amount pertaining to other financing sources and uses was $12,915,359 in 2005 which reflected an increase of $1,586,920 from 2004.  Ms. Barrick stated that overall City general fund had a net increase of $2,071,702 in revenue over expenditures.  She explained that $932,000 of the $25,288,704 of general fund balance was legally restricted.  She said undesignated fund balance comprised 7.5% of the expenditures excluding net transfers out of the general fund for 2005 compared to 6.1% in 2004.  She said by combining the undesignated and the designated fund balance categories, except those designated for debt, the total would be $17,800,000, or 20.4% of 2005 expenditures, excluding transfers out.

Ms. Barrick concluded that there was a nice increase in the fund balance in 2005, and was in an adequate position for 2005.  She said the City should continue to monitor the fund balance regarding future expenditures and cost increase. 
In discussion with Council Member Turner regarding what steps the City needed to take regarding GASB 45, Ms. Barrick said management carefully reviewed line items to identify any problem areas, and did not notice any particular issues of grave concern.  Ms. Barrick said it would be a Council decision on whether to fund GASB 45 and how it will be funded.  
In response to Council Member Nichting, Ms. Barrick if the Council decided to book the expense for GASB 45, her opinion regarding the audit would indicate that the financial statements were favorable.  She said if the Council decided not to book the expense, it would create a significant liability, and would create an adverse opinion.  Ms. Barrick further explained that from her auditing perspective, if the City funded GASB 45, there would be an $8 million liability in the first year, and if the City did not fund GASB 45, there would be a liability of approximately $10 million.  
In discussion with Council Member Sandberg regarding placing certain costs in different line items, Ms. Barrick said this system had been developed several years ago, and she said it would not pose a problem to revisit this system to match line items to their particular budget.  
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Council Member Nichting moved to receive and file the presentation of the 2005 Audited Comprehensive Annual Financial Report by Clifton Gunderson LLP; seconded by Council Member Manning.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE, for the City of Peoria, with Recommendations as Outlined:
(06-403)
TAG DAY REQUEST - KIWANIS CLUB OF PEORIA to Hold Their ANNUAL PEANUT DAY FUNDRAISER on FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2006. (Date is Open.)
(06-404)
Communication from the City Manager and Chief of Police Requesting Approval for the PURCHASE of EOTECH HOLOGRAPHIC DIFFRACTION SIGHTS and Required MOUNTING SYSTEMS for the Special Response Team from LAWMEN'S & SHOOTER'S SUPPLY, INC., in the Amount of $13,407.12.
(06-405)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of PAYMENT ESTIMATE #6 & FINAL for PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT PROJECT:  WISCONSIN AVENUE ROADWAY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (FORREST HILL AVENUE TO PARIS AVENUE) ESTIMATE:  $35,546.68 (3.24%) Over the Contract Amount of $1,097,975.22 for a Total Contract Amount of $1,133,521.90.
(06-406)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management with Request from COMMON PLACE for an EXTENSION of the 2005 COMMON PLACE HOME IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM Until September 1, 2006.
(06-407)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller Requesting Approval of a CONTRACT with FOLEY & LARDNER L.L.P. to Provide BOND COUNSEL and DISCLOSURE COUNSEL for the REFUNDING of the SERIES 1996 BONDS of the City of Peoria Issued for the WEAVERRIDGE SPECIAL SERVICE AREA, in the Amount of $75,000.00, Plus Reimbursable Costs Estimated at $2,000.00 to be Paid from Bond Proceeds.
(06-408)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of the SEWER IMPROVEMENT AGREEMENT with the SANITARY DISTRICT for the REPAIR of SEWERS, as Part of the City of Peoria's SEWER REHABILITATION (Design Area 4 Sewers, Cipp Manhole to Manhole, Project 2), and Concur in the Award of the CONTRACT for the Work in Division A to HOERR CONSTRUCTION, INC., in the Amount of $217,740.00.
(06-409)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic Development 
 *
Requesting Approval of a $100,000.00 BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT FUND LOAN to SALAM EID ENTERPRISE, d/b/a ONE WORLD CAFE, for a BUSINESS EXPANSION and CONSTRUCTION COSTS for their RESTAURANT Located at 1245 W. MAIN STREET, and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute the Necessary Documents.
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(06-410)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of the PEORIA/PEKIN URBANIZED AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY (PPUATS) FISCAL YEAR 2007 AGREEMENT and MFT RESOLUTION, in the Amount of $38,118.64.
(06-411)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting Approval of RESOLUTION NO. 06-411 Regarding the RELEASE of EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES.
(06-412)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 15,976 Amending the BUDGET for FISCAL YEAR 2006 of the City of Peoria Relating to the PEORIA PEKIN URBANIZED AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY (PPUATS) FY 2007 AGREEMENT and the HELP AMERICA VOTE ACT (HAVA) GRANTS.
(06-413)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 15,977 Amending Ordinance 15,473, as Amended by Ordinance 15,880, Pertaining to MEMBERSHIP in the RENAISSANCE PARK COMMISSION.
(06-414)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 15,978 Approving the FINAL PLAT for MEDINA CROSSING SUBDIVISION, an Industrial Development Located North and East of Route 6 and West of Route 29, with an Address of 11419 and 11423 N. STATE STREET, Mossville, Illinois.
(06-415)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth 
 **
Management Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE NO. Amending an EXISTING USE WITH APPROVAL as a SPECIAL USE Per Current Requirements in a Class C-1 (General Commercial) District for a GAS STATION to Allow a BUILDING ADDITION and a CHANGE in SIGNAGE for the Property Located at 1930 W. FORREST HILL AVENUE, with Conditions.
(06-416)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of a SIDEWALK PARTICIPATION REQUEST - FIRST STATES INVESTORS at 304-312 S.W. JEFFERSON AVENUE, in the Amount of $12,320.00.
(06-417)
TOWN of the CITY OF PEORIA FINANCIAL REPORT for the Period Ending 6/30/2006, with Recommendation to Receive and File.
Mayor Ardis questioned if the Council wished to have any of the Consent Agenda items removed for further discussion.

Council Member Jacob requested that Item No. 06-409 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Spears requested that Item No. 06-415 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Van Auken moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Manning.
27607                                        CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS                                JULY 18, 2006

Item Nos. 06-403 through 06-417 (excluding Items 06-409 and 06-415 which were removed for further discussion) were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 
Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
(06-409)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic Development 
 *
Requesting Approval of a $100,000.00 BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT FUND LOAN to SALAM EID ENTERPRISE, d/b/a ONE WORLD CAFE, for a BUSINESS EXPANSION and CONSTRUCTION COSTS for their RESTAURANT Located at 1245 W. MAIN STREET, and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute the Necessary Documents.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Van Auken moved to approve a $100,000.00 Business Development Fund Loan to Salam Eid Enterprise, d/b/a One World Cafe, for a business expansion and construction costs for their restaurant located at 1245 W. Main Street; seconded by Council Member Manning

Approved by roll call vote.


Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

                       Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;


Nays:
None;


Abstentions:
Jacob – 1.

(06-415)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth 
 **
Management Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE NO. Amending an EXISTING USE WITH APPROVAL as a SPECIAL USE Per Current Requirements  in a Class C-1 (General Commercial) District for a GAS STATION to Allow a BUILDING ADDITION and a CHANGE in SIGNAGE for the Property Located at 1930 W. FORREST HILL AVENUE, with Conditions.
Council Member Spears moved to defer this item for one week until the July 25, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.

Motion to defer this item until the July 25, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
(06-418)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Providing for the ISSUANCE of Not to Exceed $4,915,000.00 City of Peoria, Peoria County, Illinois SPECIAL TAX REFUNDING BONDS, SERIES 2006, (WEAVERRIDGE SPECIAL SERVICE AREA) and Providing for the Levy of a Direct Annual Tax on Taxable Property in that Special Service Area for the Payment of Principal of and Interest on Such Bonds.
Mr. Kevin W. McCanna, President of Speer Financial, Inc. distributed a letter regarding the   submission of a bid for the purchase of $4,575,000 Special Tax Refunding Bonds, Series 2006 to all members of the City Council.
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City Manager Randy Oliver stated the amount of the bid submitted was $4,575,000, which resulted in a net present value savings of between 8.5% and 9%.  He said this involved the refunding of some outstanding bonds for Weaverridge Special Assessment Area.  He said the current bonds paid interest rates ranging from 7.625% to 8.05%, and the new bonds would pay a 5% coupon rate, and would be discounted to achieve different rates for different maturities. 
Council Member Nichting moved to adopt an Ordinance providing for the issuance of not to exceed $4,915,000.00 City of Peoria, Peoria County, Illinois Special Tax Refunding Bonds, Series 2006, (Weaverridge Special Service Area) and providing for the levy of a direct annual tax on taxable property in that special service area for the payment of principal of and interest on such bonds, which  includes the information outlined in the letter distributed by Mr. McCanna; seconded by Council Member Morris.

ORDINANCE NO. 15,979 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

                       Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;


Nays:
None.
(06-419)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management with Request from the Advisory Commission on Human Resources (HRC) to Receive and File a REPORT on the STATUS of the 2006 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) PUBLIC SERVICE ACTIVITIES and EMERGENCY SHELTER GRANT (ESG) ACTIVITIES;  to Approve the SCHEDULE, PROCESS, and PRIORITIES of CHILDREN & YOUTH SERVICES, and SELF-SUFFICIENCY PROGRAMS (Education, Work, Prevention of Abuse, and Mental Health) for the 2007 CDBG PUBLIC SERVICE GRANTS; and to ESTABLISH PRIORITIES for the 2007 EMERGENCY SHELTER GRANT FUNDS.
Following a brief comment, Council Member Grayeb moved to continue with the priorities established in the past as relates to the Community Development Block Grant Funds focusing on neighborhood stabilization, youth services and senior services, and to approve the Schedule Process and Priorities of Children and Youth Services and Self-Sufficiency Programs (Education, Work, Prevention of Abuse, and Mental Health) for the 2007 CDBG Public Service Grants; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.

City Manager Randy Oliver pointed out that CDBG Public Service Funding had decreased in excess of $100,000, from $403,850 in 2002, to the projected amount of $295,944 in 2006.  

Motion to continue with the priorities established in the past as relates to the Community 

Development Block Grant Funds focusing on neighborhood stabilization, youth services and senior services, and to approve the Schedule Process and Priorities of Children and Youth Services and Self-Sufficiency Programs (Education, Work, Prevention of Abuse, and Mental Health) for the 2007 CDBG Public Service Grants was approved by roll call vote.


Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

                       Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;


Nays:
None.
Council Member Grayeb moved to concur with the request from the Advisory Commission on Human Resources (HRC) to receive and file a report on the status of the 2006 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Public Service Activities and Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) Activities as outlined in the memo; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

                       Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;


Nays:
None.
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(06-420)
Communication from the City Manager and Human Resources Director Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute the COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT Negotiated Between the CITY OF PEORIA and the INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FIREFIGHTERS LOCAL UNION 50 for the Period January 1, 2005 through December 31, 2007.
A letter from a citizen regarding information pertaining to the Collective Bargaining Agreement between the City of Peoria and the International Association of Firefighters Local Union 50 was distributed to all members of the City Council.

Revised information to authorize the City Manager to execute the collective bargaining agreement negotiated between the City of Peoria and the International Association of Firefighters Local Union 50 from City Manager Randy Oliver was distributed to all members of the City Council.
Council Member Grayeb moved to authorize the City Manager to execute the collective bargaining agreement negotiated between the City of Peoria and the International Association of Firefighters Local Union 50 for the period January 1, 2005 through December 31, 2007; seconded by Council Member Morris.
Council Member Turner commended the Firefighters Local Union 50 on partnering with the community by developing the Peoria Kids Program and working with the various agencies in the community to develop interest in fire safety.   

Council Member Sandberg explained the major difference between the Police and Fire Departments and the various trade unions and AFSCME is that Police and Fire Departments do not have the ability to strike for an increase in wages and benefits, but instead, have interest arbitration which sets up a number of comparable cities regarding what those communities receive in wage increases, benefits, and residency issues.

Mayor Ardis pointed out that bargaining for this contract had been ongoing for 1-1/2 years, and he commended the labor and management teams for their efforts.  He also commended Director of Labor Relations Joe Smith for his outstanding job in bringing both sides together for discussion.  
Motion to authorize the City Manager to execute the collective bargaining agreement 

negotiated between the City of Peoria and the International Association of Firefighters Local Union 50 for the period January 1, 2005 through December 31, 2007, was approved by roll call vote.


Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

                       Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;


Nays:
None.
(06-421)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Recommending Adoption of ONE of the Following:

A. ORDINANCE Granting a SPECIAL USE in a Class B-1 (Central Business) District for LOCAL SIGN REGULATION for SIGNAGE Along a CONSTRUCTION FENCE for the Property Bounded by WASHINGTON, MAIN, WATER and LIBERTY STREETS,  Located at a Temporary Address of 200 S.W. WASHINGTON STREET, WITHOUT CONDITIONS;  
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Council Member Gulley moved to adopt an Ordinance granting a Special Use in a Class B-1 (Central Business) District for local sign regulation for signage along a construction fence for the property bounded by Washington, Main, Water and Liberty Streets, located at a temporary address of 200 S.W. Washington Street, Without Conditions, in accordance with the recommendations of the Zoning Commission; seconded by Council Member Sandberg.


ORDINANCE NO. 15,980 was approved by roll call vote.


Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

                       Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;


Nays:
None.
(06-422)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of ONE of the Following:

A. ORDINANCE Amending Ordinance No. 11,805, an EXISTING USE WITH APPROVAL as a SPECIAL USE in a Class C-1 (General Commercial) District for a GAS STATION for the Property Located at 6025 N. UNIVERSITY AVENUE; with Conditions to Return the Building Facade and Canopy to the Mansard Style with Shingles and Allow the Kerosene Pump Located in the Front Yard Setback in the Northeast Corner of the Site to Remain Installed and Additional Landscaping be Added; OR

B. ORDINANCE Amending Ordinance 11,805, an EXISTING USE WITH APPROVAL as a SPECIAL USE in a Class C-1 (General Commercial) District for a GAS STATION for the Property Located at 6025 N. UNIVERSITY AVENUE, with Conditions to Allow the Canopy and Building Signage to Remain and Remove the Kerosene Pump Located in the Front Yard Setback in the Northeast Corner of the Site.
Council Member Spears moved to defer this item for two weeks until the August 1, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Motion to defer this item until the August 1, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting was approved by roll call vote.


Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

                       Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;


Nays:
None.
Clerk’s Note:   Due to the cancellation of the August 1, 2006, City Council Meeting, Corporation Counsel ruled this Item would be on the August 8, 2006, Council Agenda.

(06-423)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Rezoning Property Located at 7221 N. KNOXVILLE AVENUE from the Present Class R-2 (Single-Family Residential) District to a Class O-1 (Arterial Office) District.
Council Member Nichting moved to Table this Item; seconded by Council Member Turner. 

Motion to Table was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

                       Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;


Nays:
None.
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(06-424)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management with Recommendation from the Zoning Commission to ADOPT and Staff Recommendation to DENY an ORDINANCE Rezoning Property Located at 3601, 3603 and 3605 S.W. ADAMS STREET from the Present Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District to a Class I-2 (Railroad/Warehouse Industrial) District.

Council Member Gulley requested the Director of Planning and Growth Management to address some concerns regarding recommendations made by the Zoning Commission.

Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes explained that the Zoning Commission recommended approval of this item, and Staff recommended denial.  She said the basis for Staff’s recommendation was the property was located next to a residential area, and they felt there was an appropriate step down to go from industrial to commercial and then residential, not to go directly from industrial to residential.  Director Landes explained that the Comprehensive Plan showed that on this particular side of Adams the area for redevelopment should all be commercial and not industrial.  However, Director Landes noted there was industrial development along this location, and this had been pointed out. 
Council Member Gulley moved to concur with the recommendation from the Zoning Commission to adopt an Ordinance rezoning property located at 3601, 3603 and 3605 S.W. Adams Street from the present Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District to a Class I-2 (Railroad/Warehouse Industrial) District; seconded by Council Member Nichting.
Council Member Gulley commented that this property was located along the Southern Gateway Corridor where the City had been encouraging businesses to invest.  He said the petitioner was requesting to expand his current office located on the site, and the petitioner had already made major investments in that area with similar zoning which had attracted other businesses to the area.

Motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 15,981 rezoning property located at 3601, 3603 and 3605 S.W. Adams Street from the present Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District to a Class 

I-2 (Railroad/Warehouse Industrial) District was approved by roll call vote.


Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

                       Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;


Nays:
None.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
(06-348)
REPORT From the CITY COUNCIL AD HOC COMMITTEE ON COMMISSIONS, with Possible Action Requested as Follows:  4) Strengthen Heart of Peoria Commission to Include Dual Appointments and Increased Participation; (Deferred from 7/11/06 Council Meeting); 5) Combine the Mayor’s Advisory Committee on the Disabled (MACD) and Fair Employment and Housing Commission (FEHC); 6) Combine the Neighborhood Development Commission (NDC) and Housing Commission; 7) Retain Current Duties of Liquor Commission and Adding Requirement of Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest; 8) Expand the Duties of the Planning Commission to Include Requests to Expand Enterprise Zones; 9) Eliminate the Railroad Commission; and 10) Direct the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) to Study Fee Structures and the Impact of New Urbanism.

A letter from Mr. Steve Kouri, II, regarding V.C. 5) Combining the Mayor’s Advisory Committee on the Disabled and the Fair Employment and Housing Commission” was distributed to all members of the City Council.  
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Mayor Ardis welcomed members of the Heart of Peoria Commission that were present in the Council 

Chambers.

Council Member Van Auken clarified that the recommendation on the Heart of Peoria Commission 

only applied to the 8,000 acres designated the Heart of Peoria, and not outside of this area. She said the Council would continue to explore the commission reviewing development projects as they are brought forward.  
In discussion with Council Member Grayeb, Council Member Van Auken explained that the recommendation was for dual appointments, which meant that the individuals appointed to the Heart of Peoria Commission would also be appointed to a related commission, such as Traffic, Zoning, Planning and Zoning Board of Appeals.

Council Member Van Auken moved to approve V.C. 4-a) establishing dual appointments of HOP/C Commissioners to the Zoning, Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning, Historic Preservation, Housing/NDC, Renaissance Park and Traffic Commissions for the purposed of promoting and integrating New Urbanism concepts; seconded by Council Member Sandberg.

Council Member Sandberg clarified that the recommendation did not mean that everyone from the HOP Commission would suddenly be on these various Commissions.  He explained there would be a member from the HOP Commission integrated into a particular commission to infuse new urbanism principles.

In discussion with Council Member Van Auken, Mayor Ardis determined that recommendations made by the committee for Item 4-a, b, c and d were requests and not requirements.  It was further determined that when vacancies on commissions became available, the recommendation was that the dual appointments be single.  
Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Mr. Bill Washkuhn.
Mr. Bill Washkuhn, Chairman for the Heart of Peoria Commission said he felt it was vital that the City buy into the idea of new urbanism and imbue the system that dealt with the Heart of Peoria area.  He said he also felt if the City did not work on making positive changes in Peoria by developing the principles of new urbanism within the Zoning Commission, the Form Based Code and the Comprehensive Plan that governed the Heart of Peoria area, the community would begin to lose faith in the City.  He said he felt it was the City’s job to educate the community on the Comprehensive Plan and Form Based Codes and how the principles of new urbanism would apply to the various districts in the City.  

Director Landes explained that commissioners would be making their decisions based on the regulating plans regarding the new Form Based Code that the Council would be reviewing in November of this year, and would be utilizing policies adopted by the Council as guidelines for their decisions.  
Council Member Jacob suggested a friendly amendment to replace the word “Establishing” with the word “Recommending” dual appointments of HOP/C Commissioners to the Zoning, Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning, Historic Preservation, Housing/NDC, Renaissance Park and Traffic Commissions for the purposes of promoting and integrating New Urbanism concepts.  The maker of the motion agreed, but the seconder, Council Member Sandberg, withdrew his second.
Council Member Grayeb seconded the motion.
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Motion to approve V.C. 4-a) establishing dual appointments of HOP/C Commissioners to the 


Zoning, Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning, Historic Preservation, Housing/NDC, 


Renaissance Park and Traffic Commissions for the purposed of promoting and integrating 

New Urbanism concepts, as amended, to replace the word “establishing” with the word “recommending”, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 9;


Nays:
Nichting, Sandberg – 2.
Council Member Van Auken moved to approve V.C. 4-b) asking the HOP/C to actively participate in the scheduled development of the City’s Comprehensive Plan; seconded by Council Member Morris.
In discussion with Director Landes, Mayor Ardis determined that the Planning Commission would be the lead commission in the development of the Comprehensive Plan, and would be joined by other commissions involved with land use, housing, and economic development.  
In further discussion with Director Landes, Council Member Nichting determined that the final recommendation regarding what went into the Comprehensive Plan would be made to the City Council for approval by the Planning Commission following input from the HOP/C and other commissions, community groups, developers and other represented entities.

Motion to approve V.C. 4-b) asking the HOP/C to actively participate in the scheduled development of the City’s Comprehensive Plan was approved by roll call vote.


Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

                       Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;


Nays:
None.

Council Member Van Auken moved to approve V.C. 4-c) requesting exploration of the concept (standards, type of project and process) of having the HOP/C review projects coming to the City Council; seconded by Council Member Sandberg.


Motion was DEFEATED by roll call vote.


Yeas:
Van Auken – 1;

Nays:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

            Mayor Ardis – 10;

Council Member Van Auken moved to approve V.C. 4-d) encouraging the development and implementation of a strategy to educate and promote New Urbanism principles to certain stakeholders and the community; seconded by Council Member Sandberg.


Approved by roll call vote.


Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 



9; 


Nays:
Grayeb, Nichting – 2.

Council Member Van Auken moved to approve V.C. 5) combine the Mayor’s Advisory Committee on the Disabled MACD and the Fair Employment and Housing Commission; seconded by Council Member Sandberg.
Following some brief comments, Council Member Jacob moved to grant Privilege of the Floor to Ms. Dawn Weber; seconded by Council Member Morris.
Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Ms. Dawn Weber.

JULY 18, 2006                                    CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS                                     27614
Ms. Dawn Weber, Secretary for Advisory Committee for the Disabled, introduced Commission Members Vice-Chair George Wise, Bruce Galletti and Dan Shea.  She said even though the two Commissions shared the commonality of being protective classes, she felt their missions were very diverse.  She said the MACD was a very active commission whose mission was to enhance the quality of life for the disabled by actively promoting participation and inclusion to City services, events and opportunities.  She said the MACD had been very successful in enhancing inclusion to riverfront events, sporting events, and City businesses by addressing parking issues.  She said she did not feel there was a duplication of effort between the duties of these two commissions, and each agenda was different and unique. She said this committee exemplified City leadership and was established before ADA compliance.  
Council Member Jacob moved to grant Privilege of the Floor to Senior Staff Attorney Kimberly King; seconded by Council Member Morris.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Senior Staff Attorney Kimberly King.

Senior Staff Attorney Kimberly King explained that she had previously acted as liaison for both of these commissions, and she said she felt the joining of these commissions would have a diluting effect on the specific mission of the MACD.  She said the MACD was more of an advocacy group because of the support of the community the commission represented.  She said the MACD had specialized needs, and it was her perspective that these needs would not be thoroughly addressed if the two commissions were joined.  She said she felt the MACD should have an independent and distinct voice relating to commission status.  
Council Member Grayeb moved to grant Privilege of the Floor to Mr. James Polk; seconded by Council Member Morris.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Mr. James Polk.  

Mr. James Polk, said he opposed the combining of these two commissions.  He said he felt that each commission was a separate entity with very different needs.  He said he felt the needs of both commissions were important and should be addressed individually.      
Council Member Sandberg said the recommendation to combine these two commissions was not an attempt to dilute the resources, but to focus individuals from two commissions who were dedicated to ensuring fairness to everyone, and to help eliminate any barriers that might exist.  He said the committee felt the mission of both commissions would be greatly enhanced by combing them.  

Council Member Gulley moved to grant Privilege of the Floor to Ms. Lori Luncsford; seconded by Council Member Morris.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Ms. Lori Luncsford.

Ms. Lori Luncsford, Chair of Fair Employment and Housing Commission, said she opposed the combining of the two commissions.  She explained that the FEHC focused on a large variety of issues that were different from the MACD, and she felt they should remain separate commissions.  

Council Member Gulley said the FEHC dealt with a large number of diverse activities throughout the City which he felt would be discontinued if the two commissions were combined.

Council Member Turner said he felt that even though the two commissions were a protected class, their missions were very diverse.  He said he felt there was a need for each of these commissions, and they should not be combined.  
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Council Member Jacob referred to the letter from Mr. Steve Kouri that had been distributed to all members of the Council, and he requested City Clerk Mary Haynes to read the letter into the record.
 “Hon. Mayor Jim Ardis and City Council Members


  Peoria City Hall


  419 Fulton Street


  Peoria, IL  61602


 “Dear Mayor and City Council Members:

 “In the best interest of disabled Peorians, please do not merge the Mayor’s 
  Advisory Committee on the Disabled.  Peoria is a good city in terms of 
  handicapped accessibility, but there are plenty of issues that still need to 
  be addressed and solved.  Parking issues and curb cuts are just two 
  examples of issues we face every single day.  If the board remains separate, 
  more and more issues can be solved and Peoria can become an excellent 
  place for people with disabilities to work and live.  To merge the Mayor’s

  Advisory Committee on the Disabled, which is very active and has much more 
  work to accomplish, with another commission speaks to the City’s priorities in 
  this area.  I strongly ask you to not consolidate the functions of a committee that 
  looks out for those with disabilities with another commission.  This committee 
  has so much more work to do before it takes on other areas of responsibilities.


 “Sincerely,


 “Steve Kouri, II”

Mayor Ardis requested that the record reflect that Mr. Kouri was trainer and co-captain of the 

Richwoods Basketball team.
Council Member Van Auken said the Committee was very sensitive to all the needs and issues 

of the various commissions when presenting their recommendations to the Council.

Motion to approve V.C. 5) combine the Mayor’s Advisory Committee on the Disabled MACD 

and the Fair Employment and Housing Commission was DEFEATED by roll call vote.


Yeas:
Sandberg, Van Auken – 2; 

Nays:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Turner, Mayor Ardis – 9.
Council Member Van Auken moved to approve V.C. 6) combine the Neighborhood Development 

Commission (NDC) and Housing Commission with a revised and refined mission and composition 

and utilizing a measurement based system; seconded by Council Member Morris.

In discussion with Council Member Van Auken regarding the concept of moving current housing 

appeals from the Housing Commission to the Construction Commission, Council Member Manning 

determined that the Construction Commission was to be used as an interim measure until the Council had an opportunity to understand the new mission of the newly formed commission.  It was further suggested that the Council may choose to consider including an appeals process as part of the duties of the newly combined commission.  
Motion to approve V.C. 6) combine the Neighborhood Development Commission (NDC) and 

Housing Commission with a revised and refined mission and composition and utilizing a 

measurement based system was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 10; 

Nays:
Sandberg – 1. 
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Council Member Van Auken moved to approve V.C. 7) retain the current site approval process and other duties of the Liquor Commission, with a requirement of full disclosure of potential commissioners’ conflicts, based on employment and/or business interests; seconded by Council Member Manning.
In response to Council Member Turner, Corporation Counsel Randy Ray clarified that disclosure was mandatory.  Mr. Ray further stated that a general law of conflict was used when requesting potential appointees to disclose potential conflicts.  

Mayor Ardis said, in the past, there had always been at least one member on the commission that had some involvement with the liquor industry.  He said he felt it was important to have someone with experience on all commissions, and especially the Liquor Commission.  He said, with Council concurrence, he would give serious consideration to potential appointees on the Liquor Commission, and he would hope that future Mayors would practice the same procedure. 

Motion to approve V.C. 7) retain the current site approval process and other duties of the 


Liquor Commission, with a requirement of full disclosure of potential commissioners’ conflicts, 


based on employment and/or business interests was approved by roll call vote.


Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Spears, Manning, Morris, Van Auken, – 6;

Nays:
Nichting, Sandberg, Turner, Mayor Ardis – 4;
Abstentions:
Jacob – 1.

Council Member Van Auken moved to approve V.C. 8) expand the duties of the Planning Commission to include requests to expand Enterprise Zones; seconded by Council Member Sandberg.


Approved by roll call vote.


Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

                       Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;


Nays:
None.

Council Member Van Auken moved to approve V.C. 9) eliminate the Railroad Commission; seconded
by Council Member Morris.

Council Member Gulley said he felt it was premature of the Council to dissolve this commission, and 
he said he would not be supporting the motion.

Motion to approve V.C. 9) eliminate the Railroad Commission was approved by roll call vote.


Yeas:
Grayeb, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 



Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
Gulley – 1.

Council Member Van Auken moved to approve V.C. 10) direct the Zoning Board of Appeals, ZBA to study fee structures, the impact of New Urbanism on variance standards and the possibility of tailoring variance standards to specific neighborhoods; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by roll call vote.


Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

                       Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;


Nays:
None.
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(06-374)
Communication from the City Manager, Director of Human Resources and Information Systems Director Requesting Approval to Enter into a ONE YEAR CONTRACT with NEW HORIZONS, INC. to PURCHASE 150 SEATS in COMPUTER TRAINING COURSES in Groups of 25 Seats for the Employees of the City of Peoria at a Cost of $75.00 Per Person, in an Amount Not to Exceed $11,250.00, and Requesting Approval to use the PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE as an Additional Provider at the Rate of $104.00 PER SEAT in Single Seat Purchases for Certain Participants.  (New Communication)

A handout from Human Resources Director Pat Parsons regarding this item was distributed to all members of the City Council.

Following some comments, Council Member Gulley moved to approve a one-year contract with New Horizons, Inc., to purchase 150 seats in computer training courses in groups of 25 seats for the employees of the City of Peoria at a cost of $75.00 per person, in an amount not to exceed $11,250.00 and approve the use of Professional Development Institute as an additional provider at the rate of $104.00 per seat in single seat purchases for certain participants, pending review of the actual contract document.  No second was heard.
Several Council Members expressed concern regarding the changes made to the contract, and agreed that more discussion was needed to review the contract and proposed changes in conjunction with the RFP that was sent out.
Council Member Nichting moved to defer the one-year contract with New Horizons, Inc., to purchase 150 seats in computer training courses in groups of 25 seats for the employees of the City of Peoria at a cost of $75.00 per person, in an amount not to exceed $11,250.00 and approve the use of Professional Development Institute as an additional provider at the rate of $104.00 per seat in single seat purchases for certain participants for three weeks until the August 8, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Sandberg.
In response to Council Member Turner regarding whether or not the issues could be resolved, Human Resources Director Pat Parsons responded that some issues were resolvable and some were not.
Motion to defer the one-year contract with New Horizons, Inc., to purchase 150 seats in 

computer training courses in groups of 25 seats for the employees of the City of Peoria at a 

cost of $75.00 per person, in an amount not to exceed $11,250.00 and approve the use of 

Professional Development Institute as an additional provider at the rate of $104.00 per seat in 

single seat purchases for certain participants until the August 8, 2006, Regular City Council

Meeting was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

                       Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
(06-395)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of the SEWER IMPROVEMENT AGREEMENT with the GREATER PEORIA SANITARY DISTRICT for the REPAIR of SEWERS, as Part of the City of Peoria’s SEWER REHABILITATION (Design Area 1 Sewers, Cipp Manhole to Manhole, Projects 1 & 2), and Concur in the Award of the CONTRACT for the Work to VISU-SEWER CLEAN AND SEAL, INC., in the Amount of $815,169.10, and Request to Receive and File Supplemental Communication.
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Council Member Grayeb moved to approve the sewer improvement agreement with Greater 
Peoria Sanitary District for the repair of sewers, as part of the City of Peoria’s sewer rehabilitation (Design Area 1 Sewers, Cipp Manhole to Manhole, Projects 1 & 2), and concur in the award of the contract for the work to Visu-Sewer Clean and Seal, Inc., in the Amount of $815,169.10, and receive and file the supplemental communication; seconded by Council Member Gulley.
Council Member Gulley suggested that on future RFP bids, the City list both the contractor’s EEO certification number and whether or not he is in compliance.  
Motion to approve the sewer improvement agreement with Greater Peoria Sanitary District for the repair of sewers, as part of the City of Peoria’s sewer rehabilitation (Design Area 1 Sewers, Cipp Manhole to Manhole, Projects 1 & 2), and concur in the award of the contract for the work to Visu-Sewer Clean and Seal, Inc., in the Amount of $815,169.10, and receive and file the supplemental communication was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

                       Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(06-348)
REPORT From the CITY COUNCIL AD HOC COMMITTEE ON COMMISSIONS, with Possible Action Requested as Follows:  V.C. 3) Streamline the Duties of the Fire & Police Commission.
Council Member Van Auken moved to reconsider the Ad Hoc Committee on Commissions’ recommendations regarding the Fire and Police Commission; seconded by Council Member Sandberg.


Approved by roll call vote.


Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 8;


Nays:
Grayeb, Morris, Turner – 3.
NEW BUSINESS

(06-425) Request for RESOLUTION REQUESTING LEGISLATORS To REVIEW the IDOT STUDY On The ON-RAMP From I-74 To STERLING AVENUE.

Council Member Spears moved to direct Staff to bring back a Resolution requesting Legislators to review the IDOT Study regarding the noise barrier located on the on-ramp to I-74 from Sterling Avenue, and place the Resolution on the Council Agenda for July 25, 2006; seconded by Council Member Grayeb.

Council Member Sandberg offered a friendly amendment to the motion to include both sides of the road.  The maker and seconder of the motion agreed.  

Motion to direct Staff to bring back a Resolution requesting Legislators to review the IDOT 

Study regarding the noise barrier located on the on-ramp to I-74 from Sterling Avenue, as amended, to include both sides of the road was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

                       Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;


Nays:
None.
27619                                       CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS                                JULY 18, 2006

(06-426)
Request for REPORT BACK Regarding JOURNAL STAR ARTICLE On PAROLEES SENT TO PEORIA AREA
Council Member Manning referred to an article printed in the Journal Star recently regarding individuals with a criminal background who were having difficulty obtaining employment.  He expressed concern regarding one of the quotes contained in the article that stated the Illinois Department of Corrections was sending seventy parolees per month to the Peoria area.  He said he requested that City Manager Oliver make some inquires and provide a follow-up report to the Council.
Council Member Sandberg requested that the City Manager’s report include information as to whether there was any connection between the $4 million awarded to the City from the Department of Labor through the Workforce Investment Act that was listed on Page 6-7 of the Audit and the seventy parolees per month being sent to the Peoria area.  

City Manager Oliver said he would report back to the Council.

MEETING BETWEEN THE CITY AND DISTRICT 150 OFFICIALS REGARDING FUTURE SITE 
FORTHE WOODRUFF HIGHSCHOOL ATTENDANCE AREA COMMUNITY SCHOOL.
Council Member Manning said he and Mayor Ardis had recently met with School Superintendent Ken Hinton, Treasurer Guy Cahill and School Board President David Gorenz to discuss the site of the new Woodruff High School Attendance Area Community School.  He said at the meeting, it was suggested that the new school incorporate the current Glen Oak School site.  He said the City presented a sample a configuration of the school site comprised of approximately ten acres, which allowed for future expansion, and there were additional examples that would be acceptable.  He said he indicated the Council’s willingness to put forth $500,000 as a commitment for the purchase efforts.  He said the School District 150 had approximately $1 million in their site acquisition fund that could also be used towards the purchase.  Mr. Manning explained that certain funds were identified by the City’s financial department that that were budgeted, but not yet expended in the 2006 capital fund that could be available for this purchase.  He said no money would be taken out of the operating budget and no projects would be affected.  He said for the last twelve years, and for the next seven or eight years, the City had been contributing $236,000 from the Southtown TIF towards the debt service for the Valeska Hinton Community School.  He said the success of this school would require a positive and strong two-way partnership.  
In response to Council Member Morris, Mayor Ardis stated that discussion would be held with School District 150 when the time was appropriate.  
CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

(06-427)
Request for CITIZENS to ADDRESS the CITY COUNCIL Regarding VARIOUS  ISSUES.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those citizens wishing to 

address the City Council.

Mr. Ron Clementz, Germantown Hills, expressed concern regarding the availability of parking spaces at his downtown establishment for the purpose of loading and unloading equipment for his business.  He also explained that he was in the process of constructing more coffee shops in the City, and he said he was told the City had an existing Ordinance that specified his coffee shops needed to be a certain minimum square footage, and he inquired if this was correct.
Mayor Ardis directed Director of Planning and Growth Management and Police Captain Snow to meet with Mr. Clementz after the meeting in an effort to answer his questions.    
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

It was determined that an Executive Session was not needed.
ADJOURNMENT

Council Member Nichting moved to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by viva voce vote.

The Council Meeting adjourned at 10:30 P.M.  









_______________________________
Mary L. Haynes, MMC, City Clerk
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