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: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS:

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, August 22, 2006, a City Council Meeting was held this date at 6:22 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, Mayor Jim Ardis presiding. 
ROLL CALL
Roll call showed the following Council Members present: Grayeb, Gulley (arrived at 6:25 P.M.), Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10; Absent – Turner - 1.
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Ardis requested a moment of silent prayer or silent reflection, and then he led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS, ETC.

PROCLAMATION: 
COMMON PLACE WEEK - SEPTEMBER 3 - 9, 2006

MINUTES

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting and Executive Sessions held on August 15, 2006, as printed; seconded by Council Member Grayeb. 
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, 
Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.

PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OF PEORIA

(06-484)
PRESENTATION by ADT Regarding a SURVEILLANCE CAMERA SYSTEM and Communication from the City Manager Requesting Approval of FUNDS for a CONTRACT with ADT for the Installation of SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS, in an Estimated Amount of $175,000.00 for the Initial System, Subject to Review by the City Manager.

Council Member Morris moved to defer this item until the September 19, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.
Motion to defer this item until September 19, 2006, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.

CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE, for the City of

Peoria, with Recommendations as Outlined:
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(06-485)
NOTICE OF LAWSUIT on Behalf of LUANN LAVIN Regarding a Complaint of Personal Injury Resulting from an Accident While Driving a Vehicle Owned by the Peoria Park District on or about August 9, 2005, with Recommendation to Receive and File and Refer to the Legal Department.
(06-486)
NOTICE OF LAWSUIT Filed on Behalf of MELINDA WATKINS Regarding a 
  *
Complaint of Personal Injury Resulting from a Fall While Walking Along the Sidewalk at 414 1/2 Hamilton Blvd. on or about August 25, 2005, with Recommendation to Receive and File and Refer to the Legal Department.
(06-487)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting to Authorize SETTLEMENT of WANN V. CITY OF PEORIA AND GLASPER, Federal District Court Case No. 05-CV-1270, in the Amount of $21,000.00, $3,000.00 of which will be Reimbursed to the City, and Authorization for the City Manager and Corporation Counsel to Execute the Necessary Documents.
(06-488)
Communication from the City Manager and Fire Chief Requesting Approval for the PURCHASE of SEVEN THERMAL IMAGING CAMERAS from ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY GROUP, INC., in the Amount of $58,800.00.
(06-489)
Communication from the City Manager and Information Systems Director 
  **
Requesting Approval for the PURCHASE of DELL PERSONAL COMPUTERS and LAPTOPS from DELL MARKETING, L.P., in the Amount of $99,983.78 as Part of the Annual Information Technology Refreshment Plan.
(06-490)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of the LOW BID and the Award of a CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT to R.A. CULLINAN & SONS, INC. for Partial Depth Patching, Concrete Joint Repair, Bituminous Concrete Surface Removal, Concrete Surface Removal, Leveling Binder, and Bituminous Overlay of HAMILTON BLVD., from Perry to Between Jefferson and Adams, Perry Between Main and Hamilton, Alta Road from Eva to Allen Road, and Frostwood Parkway from Rockwell to War Memorial Drive, in the Amount of $495,634.22.
(06-491)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller Requesting Approval to Execute a CONTRACT with USELTON OIL COMPANY for a TWO-YEAR CONTRACT to PURCHASE FUEL at $.005/Gallon over Low Rack Price from the Daily OPIS Report plus Freight.
(06-492)
Communication from the City Manager and Economic Development Director Requesting Approval of a FACADE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT and WAIVE a PROGRAM GUIDELINE for PETE ARGO, in the Amount of $33,020.00 ($16,510.00 Project Applicant's Share and $16,510.00 City Façade Grant), as Stipulated by the Historic Sheridan Triangle Business District Facade Improvement Program.
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(06-493)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting Approval of RESOLUTION NO. 06-493 Repealing Resolution No. 86-42 Pertaining to the RAILROAD COMMISSION, Dissolving the Commission.
(06-494)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting Approval of RESOLUTION NO. 06-494 Expressing OFFICIAL INTENT Regarding CERTAIN CAPITAL EXPENDITURES to be Reimbursed from PROCEEDS of an OBLIGATION for GROWTH CELL 1A.
(06-495)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller Requesting Authorization to Hold an AUCTION in Conjunction with the COUNTY of PEORIA, to be Held at the City of Peoria Fleet Facility on DRIES LANE on SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2006, and to Use an INTERNET AUCTION SERVICE to DISPOSE of SPECIAL ITEMS, as Outlined.
(06-496)
Communication from the City Manager Requesting Approval to CANCEL the REGULARLY SCHEDULED CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS on SEPTEMBER 12 and SEPTEMBER 26, 2006, AND to Call SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS to Conduct BUDGET HEARINGS on AUGUST 29, at 5:00 P.M., SEPTEMBER 12, at 5:00 P.M., SEPTEMBER 14, at 5:00 P.M., SEPTEMBER 21, at 5:00 P.M. and SEPTEMBER 26, at 5:00 P.M.
(06-497)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
 ***
Requesting to Consider the SITE APPLICATION for a CLASS K (Rental Hall) LIQUOR LICENSE for 100 N.E. ADAMS, with Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to APPROVE.
(06-498)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  ****
Requesting to Consider the SITE APPLICATION for a CLASS B (Restaurant) LIQUOR LICENSE for 4125 N. SHERIDAN ROAD, SUITE 5, with Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to APPROVE.
Mayor Ardis questioned if the Council wished to have any of the Consent Agenda items removed for further discussion.

Council Member Van Auken requested that Item No. 06-489 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Jacob requested that Item Nos. 06-497 and 06-498 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Sandberg requested that Item No. 06-486 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Grayeb. 
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Item Nos. 06-485 through 06-498 (excluding Item Nos. 06-486, 06-489, 06-497 and 
06-498 which were removed for further discussion) were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.

(06-486)
NOTICE OF LAWSUIT Filed on Behalf of MELINDA WATKINS Regarding a 
  *
Complaint of Personal Injury Resulting from a Fall While Walking Along the Sidewalk at 414 1/2 Hamilton Blvd. on or about August 25, 2005, with Recommendation to Receive and File and Refer to the Legal Department.
Following a brief comment by Council Member Sandberg regarding the details of the sidewalk elevation deviation, he moved to receive and file the Notice of Lawsuit filed on behalf of Melinda Watkins regarding a complaint of personal injury resulting from a fall while walking along the sidewalk at 414½  Hamilton Blvd. on or about August 25, 2005, and refer to the Legal Department; seconded by Council Member Manning.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.

(06-489)
Communication from the City Manager and Information Systems Director 
  **
Requesting Approval for the PURCHASE of DELL PERSONAL COMPUTERS and LAPTOPS from DELL MARKETING, L.P., in the Amount of $122,701.73* as Part of the Annual Information Technology Refreshment Plan.
*Information Systems Director Cathy Roger distributed a revised communication to all members of the City Council reflecting a change in the amount to $122,701.73 from $99,983.78.
Council Member Van Auken referred to a recent recall of Dell Laptop Computers because the batteries were exploding, and she questioned if any of these laptops were involved in the recall.
Information Systems Director Cathy Roger confirmed existing laptops had been checked, but the new laptops would be checked before they left the factory to ensure their safety.

Council Member Van Auken moved to approve the purchase of Dell Personal Computers and Laptops from Dell Marketing, L.P., in the amended amount of $122,701.73 as part of the annual Information Technology Refreshment Plan; seconded by Council Member Gulley.
In discussion with Council Member Sandberg regarding the change in the amount, Director Roger explained the change regarded the number of docking stations and she said it was determined that the Police laptops should be funded through the Police Technology Grant.
Motion to approve the purchase of Dell Personal Computers and Laptops from Dell Marketing, L.P., in the amended amount of $122,701.73 as part of the annual Information Technology Refreshment Plan was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.

AUGUST 22, 2006                            CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS                             27681

(06-497)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
 ***
Requesting to Consider the SITE APPLICATION for a CLASS K (Rental Hall) LIQUOR LICENSE for 100 N.E. ADAMS, with Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to APPROVE.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Site Application for a Class K (Rental Hall) Liquor License for 100 N. E. Adams Street; seconded by Council Member Grayeb.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, 
Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Jacob - 1.

(06-498)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  ****
Requesting to Consider the SITE APPLICATION for a CLASS B (Restaurant) LIQUOR LICENSE for 4125 N. SHERIDAN ROAD, SUITE 5, with Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to APPROVE.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Site Application for a Class B (Restaurant) Liquor License for 4125 N. Sheridan Road, Suite 5; seconded by Council Member Grayeb.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, 
Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Jacob - 1.

(06-499)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting to Consider the SITE APPLICATION for a CLASS C-1 (Package Goods) LIQUOR LICENSE for 3308 N. UNIVERSITY, with Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to DENY.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Van Auken clarified there was never a question of ethnicity regarding any objections to the proposed site application.  She said the objections stemmed from the direct access from this property into the surrounding neighborhood. 
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Council Member Van Auken moved to concur with the Liquor Commission to deny the Site Application for a Class C-1 (Package Goods) Liquor License for 3308 N. University; seconded by Council Member Manning.
Motion to DENY the Site Application for a Class C-1 (Package Goods) Liquor License for 3308 N. University was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Jacob - 1.

(06-500)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting to Consider the SITE APPLICATION for a CLASS C-1 (Package Goods) LIQUOR LICENSE for 3118 N. UNIVERSITY, with Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to DENY.

Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Van Auken explained objections related to the direct access from this property into the surrounding neighborhood. 

Council Member Van Auken moved to concur with the Liquor Commission to deny the Site Application for a Class C-1 (Package Goods) Liquor License for 3118 N. University; seconded by Council Member Manning.

Motion to DENY the Site Application for a Class C-1 (Package Goods) Liquor License for 3118 N. University was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis –  9;

Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Jacob - 1.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(06-422)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of ONE of the Following:

A.
ORDINANCE Amending Ordinance No. 11,805, an EXISTING USE WITH APPROVAL as a SPECIAL USE in a Class C-1 (General Commercial) District for a GAS STATION for the Property Located at 6025 N. UNIVERSITY AVENUE; with Conditions to Return the Building Façade and Canopy to the Mansard Style with Shingles and Allow the Kerosene Pump Located in the Front Yard Setback in the Northeast Corner of the Site to Remain Installed and Additional Landscaping be Added; OR

B.
ORDINANCE Amending Ordinance 11,805, an EXISTING USE WITH APPROVAL as a SPECIAL USE in a Class C-1 (General Commercial) District for a GAS STATION for the Property Located at 6025 N. UNIVERSITY AVENUE, with Conditions to Allow the Canopy and Building Signage to Remain and Remove the Kerosene Pump Located in the Front Yard Setback in the Northeast Corner of the Site.
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Council Member Spears moved to defer this item for two weeks until the September 5, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.

Motion to defer this item until September 5, 2006, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.

(06-448)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute an AMENDMENT to the 1996 INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT with the PEORIA CIVIC CENTER AUTHORITY for the Continuation of an Additional 4% of the HOTEL TAX REVENUES COLLECTED to be Remanded to the PEORIA AREA CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU from September 1, 2006 until April 26, 2010. *(Clerk’s Note:  Date Changed from August 31, 2010.),   Motion on the Floor to Authorize the City Manager to Execute the Amendment, as Amended, AND Request to Defer until September 5, 2006.

Council Member Grayeb moved to defer this item until the September 5, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Morris.

Motion to defer this item until September 5, 2006, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.

(06-449)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute an AMENDMENT to the 1996 INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT with the PEORIA CIVIC CENTER AUTHORITY to EXTEND OPERATIONAL FUNDING for ARTSPARTNERS and Permit ARTSPARTNERS to Continue Receiving 2.5% of the RESTAURANT TAX REVENUE COLLECTED, Not to Exceed $75,000.00 Annually, Through August 31, 2008, with Supplemental Information.
Due to the absence of Council Member Turner, Council Member Morris moved to defer this item until the September 5, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Gulley.

Motion to defer this item until September 5, 2006, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.

(06-461)
COMMENTS Regarding the REQUEST for a REPORT BACK Regarding WHEN RECONSTRUCTION on the NEBRASKA STREET OVERPASS WOULD BE COMPLETED and WHEN THE BRIDGE Would Be REOPENED.

Council Member Sandberg referred to the City Manager’s Issues Update dated August 18, 2006, which included a letter from I.D.O.T. responding to concerns regarding the Nebraska Street Overpass.  He expressed concern that the comments in the letter were the same as comments in I.D.O.T.’s February 28, 2006, letter, except I.D.O.T. had moved the reopening of the Nebraska Street Overpass to November 17, 2006.  He said he expected a representative to attend this Council Meeting to provide an update.
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Director of Public Works Steve Van Winkle stated Mr. Joe Crowe of the Illinois Department of Transportation would not be attending the meeting and he said Mr. Crowe sent the letter instead.
Council Member Sandberg discussed the proposal made by the contractor regarding the reopening of the Nebraska overpass, and he expressed concern that this situation had not been resolved. 
Director Van Winkle said he would follow up on this situation. He said he had not been involved in the discussion.

Council Member Sandberg requested a report back from the Administration regarding who allowed the construction schedule to be set as it had been regarding the reopening of Nebraska Street overpass.

Council Member Grayeb suggested contacting the State Lawmakers to see if they could determine why this situation with the Nebraska Street overpass had lingered for so long, because it had been damaging to Peoria’s economy. He said up until this time, there had been open communication between the Illinois Department of Transportation Officials and the City Council, and it was unfortunate there had been no response to this request made by Council Member Sandberg. 
(06-467)
REQUEST for an EXECUTIVE SUMMARY Regarding the EFFECT of LOWERING THE SALARY CAP on HEALTH INSURANCE PREMIUMS
Council Member Van Auken said a thorough report was received with the City Manager’s Issues Update dated August 18, 2006, regarding the effect of lowering the salary cap on health insurance premiums.  She had requested that Assistant City Manager Craig Whitehead provide an Executive Summary regarding the details of the report.     
NEW BUSINESS
ANNOUNCEMENT Regarding “PICK UP PEORIA NIGHT” EVENT at the PEORIA CHIEFS GAME on AUGUST 29, 2006

Council Member Jacob announced the “Pick Up Peoria Night” event sponsored by the City of Peoria and Neighborhood Alliance, at the Peoria Chiefs Game on Tuesday, August 29, 2006, which would include a baseball game at 7:00 P.M.  He said the event was to celebrate the efforts of area children who were striving to keep the City clean.  He added that the Peoria Chiefs had donated 250 tickets for the event to support the initiative.  He urged citizens to participate.
ANNOUNCEMENT Regarding OPENING NIGHT of CORN STOCK’S “STATE FAIR” on AUGUST 25, 2006
Council Member Sandberg announced Corn Stock’s Opening Night of “State Fair” on Friday, August 25, 2006, at 6:30 P.M. in Bradley Park, and he encouraged citizens to buy their tickets soon.  He said it was highly possible that some of the Council Members would be making a special appearance on opening night.  He said the play would be held every night for one week.
BEST WISHES for STUDENTS RETURNING TO SCHOOL THIS WEEK
Council Member Morris said School District #150 students would return to school this week and he wished them a successful year.
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LITTER PICK UP on WAR MEMORIAL DRIVE and SURROUNDING AREA
Mayor Ardis commended volunteers from Peoria and Peoria Heights for picking up litter on War Memorial Drive and surrounding streets.  He said this was a great effort in turning our City into a more attractive environment.  He said he hoped to partner with other Mayors and their cities to continue the effort. 

ANNOUNCEMENT Regarding REBROADCAST of the AUGUST 21, 2006, COMMUNITY FORUM MEETING Regarding ONE-WAY VERSUS TWO-WAY STREETS in DOWNTOWN PEORIA 

Mayor Ardis announced that Insight Cable would be rebroadcasting the Community Forum Meeting held on Monday, August 21, 2006, regarding the proposal of changing all one-way streets into two-way streets in downtown Peoria.  He said the rebroadcast would be on Channel 22 on Thursday, August 24th at 8:00 P.M., Friday, August 25th at 7:00 P.M., and Saturday, August 26th at 6:00 P.M.
ANNOUNCEMENT Regarding the GRAND OPENING of the RECLAMATION CENTER
Council Member Jacob said he and others attended the grand opening of the Reclamation Center at Rev. Christ’s church on August 20th. Council Member Gulley said an event was held and they found there was a need to help individuals who had lived a hard life, which was the reason for the opening of the Reclamation Center.   

Council Member Jacob commended Rev. Christ, the other ministers, and Council Member Gulley for bringing this forward.  He said he felt that the center would be successful in assisting people in living a better life.
REMINDER of the SPECIAL MEETING of the CITY COUNCIL to be Held on TUESDAY, AUGUST 29, 2006

Mayor Ardis reminded the City Council and the public that the City Council would hold a Special Meeting on Tuesday, August 29, 2006, for Budget discussions beginning at 5:00 P.M. at City Hall in the Council Chambers.

CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

(06-501)
Request for CITIZENS to ADDRESS the CITY COUNCIL Regarding VARIOUS  ISSUES.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those citizens wishing to 

address the City Council.

Ms. Paula Ferguson, Member of the Mayor’s Litter Committee, thanked all participants in the clean-up on War Memorial Drive and the surrounding area.  She thanked the businesses and individuals for the donation of the lunch that was provided.  She added more events were planned with other neighboring communities.
Mr. Mark Porch announced the Increase Peace Back-to-School event to be held on Sunday, September 3, 2006, at Exposition Gardens beginning at 12:00 Noon.  He spoke in support of the literacy program and he gave an overview of the artists and key note speakers who would be at the event.  He said the admission charge was a $15.00 donation at the gate.

Council Member Gully said they had been working a long time to bring an event like this to Peoria.  He urged the community to support an annual back-to-school event to encourage the youth toward positive behavior.  
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

It was determined there was no need for an Executive Session to be held.
ADJOURNMENT

Council Member Manning moved to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Gulley.
Approved by viva voce vote.

The Council Meeting adjourned at 7:15 P.M.  








 ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________     
Mary L. Haynes, MMC, City Clerk
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