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: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS:

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, August 8, 2006, a City Council Meeting was held this date at 6:20 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, Mayor Jim Ardis presiding. 
ROLL CALL
Roll call showed the following Council Members present: Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10; Absent – Gulley - 1. 
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Ardis requested a moment of silent prayer or silent reflection, and then he led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS, ETC.

PRESENTATION: 
ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC TREASURERS: CERTIFICATION OF EXCELLENCE INVESTMENT POLICY AWARD TO THE CITY OF PEORIA

PROCLAMATION: 
THE PINGHU TO PEORIA HOST PROGRAM CHINESE VISITORS

PROCLAMATION: 
COMMUNITY NOW!

PROCLAMATION: 
PEORIA PARK DISTRICT MINOR LEAGUE BASEBALL CITY 
TOURNAMENT

Council Member Nichting left the Council Chambers.

MINUTES
Council Member Jacob moved to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting and Executive Sessions held on July 25, 2006, as printed; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 
Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None.
Council Member Nichting returned to the Council Chambers.

PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OF PEORIA
REQUEST TO MOVE AGENDA ITEM

Council Member Turner moved to move Unfinished Business Item No. 06-442, regarding an Ordinance approving the designation of Irving Primary School Building located at 519 N. E. Glendale as a local historic landmark, forward on the Council Agenda for discussion at this time; seconded by Council Member Morris.
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Council Member Sandberg expressed concern that some citizens may arrive later in the meeting expecting this item to be discussed near the end because of its placement on the Council Agenda.  
Motion to move Unfinished Business Item No. 06-442 forward on the Council Agenda was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
(06-442)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management with Recommendation from the Historic Preservation Commission to Adopt an ORDINANCE Approving the DESIGNATION of IRVING PRIMARY SCHOOL BUILDING Located at 519 N. E. GLENDALE as a LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK Pursuant to Chapter 16 of the Peoria City Code.

Council Member Gulley moved to concur with the recommendation from the Historic Preservation Commission to adopt an Ordinance approving the designation of Irving Primary School Building located at 519 N. E. Glendale as a local historic landmark pursuant to Chapter 16 of the Peoria City Code; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Council Member Nichting questioned if the City Council had the authority in its own jurisdiction to make a ruling over another governmental body.  
Corporation Counsel Randy Ray said it was his understanding that the School District specifically approved this item at their Board Meeting on August 7, 2006, so he felt the Council could move forward.
Council Member Nichting moved to defer this item until later in the meeting and return this item to its original placement on the Council Agenda; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Motion to defer this item back to this item’s original placement on the Council Agenda was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
Clerk’s Note:  Refer to Page 27649 for further action on this item.
CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE, for the City of Peoria, with Recommendations as Outlined:
(06-445)
TAG DAY REQUEST from the AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY to Collect Donations for RELAY FOR LIFE from Pedestrians Near Brown Bag-It Events on Monday, August 14, Wednesday, August 16, 2006, and Friday, August 18, 2006. (Dates are Open)
(06-446)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of an EXTENSION of ALARM MONITORING and MAINTENANCE SERVICES CONTRACT with OBERLANDER ALARM SYSTEMS, INC., as Outlined.
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(06-447)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel
  *
Requesting Authorization to Enter into an AGREEMENT with FIRST STATES INVESTORS 4500 LLC, as Owners of the NATIONAL CITY BANK BUILDING at 301 S. W. ADAMS STREET, to Grant Continued Use of the Encroachments Over and Under the Public Right-of-Way, with ORDINANCE.
(06-448)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  **
Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute an AMENDMENT to the 1996 INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT with the PEORIA CIVIC CENTER AUTHORITY for the Continuation of an Additional 4% of HOTEL TAX REVENUES COLLECTED to be Remanded to the PEORIA AREA CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU for FOUR YEARS from September 1, 2006, to August 31, 2010.
(06-449)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  ***
Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute an AMENDMENT to the 1996 INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT with the PEORIA CIVIC CENTER AUTHORITY to EXTEND OPERATIONAL FUNDING for ARTSPARTNERS and Permit ARTSPARTNERS to Continue Receiving 2.5% of the RESTAURANT TAX REVENUE COLLECTED, Not to Exceed $75,000.00 Annually, Through August 31, 2008.
(06-450)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Recommending Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 15,984 Amending CHAPTER 2 of the Code of the City of Peoria Pertaining to the BOARD of FIRE AND POLICE COMMISSIONERS Eliminating Probationary Police Officers' and Probationary Firefighters' Appeal Rights.
(06-451)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management with Recommendation from the Planning Commission to Adopt ORDINANCE NO. 15,985 Amending Ordinance No. 15,658, by Adding Additional Property at 709 MORGAN STREET, and by Adding SIX DWELLING UNITS and EIGHT PARKING SPACES to the GLEN/PERRY MULTI-FAMILY PLAN Located at 804 - 808 GLENDALE AVENUE, 706 - 716 WAYNE STREET, and 709 MORGAN STREET, with Condition.
(06-452)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Recommending Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 15,986 Approving the PRIVATE STREET, PRIVATE STREET NAME, and PRIVATE STREET MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT for THOMAS DAVIS DRIVE, Located South of War Memorial Drive, East of Orange Prairie Road, West of Summershade Circle, Off of Landens Way.
(06-453)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic Development Requesting Approval of the REVISIONS to the FACADE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM for the HISTORIC SHERIDAN TRIANGLE BUSINESS DISTRICT and PROSPECT ROAD BUSINESS DISTRICT as Outlined.
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(06-454)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic 
  ****
Development Requesting Approval of a FACADE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT for WHITEY'S TIP TOP TAVERN Totaling $16,395.00 (City's Facade Grant Share being $8,197.50) as Stipulated by the HISTORIC SHERIDAN TRIANGLE BUSINESS DISTRICT FACADE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM.
(06-455)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic Development Requesting Approval of a FACADE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT for TIRA OIL, INC. (d/b/a Clark Gas Station) Totaling $20,953.98 (City Facade Grant Share being $10,000.00) as Stipulated by the PROSPECT ROAD BUSINESS DISTRICT FACADE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM.
(06-456)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Recommending Approval of STREET LIGHT REQUESTS, in the Total Amount of $140.90 Annually, for 1213 and 1231 E. GIFT AVENUE.
(06-457)
Communication from the Director of Equal Opportunity Office Regarding the 2005 ANNUAL REPORT from the FAIR EMPLOYMENT and HOUSING COMMISSION, with Request to Receive and File.
(06-458)
REPORT of CITY TREASURER REGINALD A. WILLIS for the Month of JUNE, 2006, with Request to Receive and File.
Mayor Ardis questioned if the Council wished to have any of the Consent Agenda items removed for further discussion.

Council Member Jacob and Council Member Van Auken requested that Item No. 06-454 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Turner requested that Item No. 06-449 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Manning requested that Item Nos. 06-447 and 06-448 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Turner moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Van Auken. 

Item Nos. 06-445 through 06-458 (excluding Item Nos. 06-447, 06-448, 06-449 and 
06-454, which were removed for further discussion) were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
(06-447)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel
  *
Requesting Authorization to Enter into an AGREEMENT with FIRST STATES INVESTORS 4500 LLC, as Owners of the NATIONAL CITY BANK BUILDING at 301 S. W. ADAMS STREET, to Grant Continued Use of the Encroachments Over and Under the Public Right-of-Way, with ORDINANCE.
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Council Member Manning said the Code required that the building owner had to pay ten cents per square foot for the area that was located on the public right-of-way or the encroachment, and he said the City had not been collecting this fee for a number of years.  He questioned the number of square feet that was being discussed, and why the fees had not been collected in the past.
Corporation Counsel Randy Ray said the encroachment area was a small walk-way, but he would report back regarding the exact square footage. He said it had been difficult for him to understand why the fees had not been collected, and maybe those who had been with the City longer than he had could answer those questions.  He stated the key issue was that the assessments for real estate purposes would include all of the property, and taxes would be paid on the extra property.  
Council Member Manning moved to authorize entering into an Agreement with First States Investors 4500 LLC, as owners of the National City Bank Building at 301 S. W. Adams Street, to grant continued use of the encroachments over and under the public right-of-way, and adopt the Ordinance; seconded by Council Member Morris.

Council Member Sandberg said this pertained to a small overhead passageway that connected to the parking deck, but there was also an underground area used as storage vaults, which was a larger area.  He questioned if the underground area was also included in this agreement.

Corporation Counsel Randy Ray confirmed that both areas were included.  

Council Member Sandberg suggested that the ten-cent fee should be reviewed, since it had not been changed for many years.  He said he did not feel it was reasonable to collect the fee in the future, because it had not been collected in the past.  He said he would not be voting in favor of the motion to approve.

Council Member Manning moved for a substitute motion to defer this item for one week until the August 15, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting so these issues could be addressed; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.

Council Member Nichting said he felt the Ordinance should also be changed to reflect the City’s practices, since the item was being deferred.
Substitute motion to defer this item until the August 15, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
(06-448)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  **
Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute an AMENDMENT to the 1996 INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT with the PEORIA CIVIC CENTER AUTHORITY for the Continuation of an Additional 4% of HOTEL TAX REVENUES COLLECTED to be Remanded to the PEORIA AREA CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU for FOUR YEARS from 
September 1, 2006, to August 31, 2010*.
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Council Member Manning expressed concern that the funds to repay loans were converted to use for operations.  He moved to grant Privilege of the Floor to Mr. Steve Powell of the Peoria Area Convention and Visitors Bureau; seconded by Council Member Nichting.
Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Mr. Steve Powell.

Mr. Steve Powell, Director of the Peoria Area Convention and Visitors Bureau, provided background information regarding the financing of the loan.  He said the loan balance was approximately $150,000, which was yet to be paid.  He said he had a commitment from his Board of Directors to execute a Resolution to confirm that, if the extension was granted, the loan would be paid off in the next four years. In discussion, Mr. Powell confirmed that the Council nor the Peoria Civic Center Authority had been aware the funds had been diverted to operational expenses, which occurred prior to his hiring.  

Council Member Manning said the loan had been refinanced to come due April 26, 2010, and he questioned why the recommendation was to extend it until August 31, 2010.  

City Manager Oliver said the recommendation came from the Civic Center Authority.

Council Member Manning moved to authorize the City Manager to execute an amendment to the 1996 Intergovernmental Agreement with the Peoria Civic Center Authority for the continuation of an additional 4% of hotel tax revenues collected to be remanded to the Peoria Area Convention and Visitors Bureau from September 1, 2006, until April 26, 2010*;  seconded by Council Member Turner.
Council Member Van Auken expressed concern regarding the handling of this situation by the former Director of the Peoria Area Convention and Visitors Bureau.
In discussion with Council Member Nichting, Mr. Powell confirmed that his total budget was approximately $1.4 million per year and he said approximately $790,000 came from hotel tax revenues.  He said the balance came from State of Illinois grants and from partners in the Peoria area.  He said approximately $125,000 came from partners in the Peoria area.  He added approximately ten hotels in Peoria contributed toward their budget.
Council Member Nichting expressed concern that the hotels of Peoria were funding a marketing campaign beyond the Peoria area.  He expressed further concern that Peoria taxpayers  contributed a greater proportion to the promotion of conventions and visitors to the Tri-County area, and he said he felt this issue should be reviewed to make it more fair and equitable.  He said he felt that hotels outside Peoria should be contributing toward the fund.  He suggested deferring this item for two weeks to determine if there could be further contributions by other hotels in the Tri-County area, and the loan could be paid off sooner than 2010.

Council Member Sandberg requested information regarding how the money was spent for the first three and one-half years of the loan, because the Convention and Visitors Bureau had not been paying down their debt.  He said he would like this information when the item came back on August 22nd.  
Mayor Ardis pointed out that Mr. Powell was not serving as the Director of the Convention and Visitors Bureau when this situation occurred, and several the Board Members were not on the Board at that time.  He further stated it was important to realize that the Convention and Visitors Bureau needed to pay the debt down.  
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Council Member Morris also requested information to come back to the Council regarding which Board Members had signed off or had information regarding this issue.  

Council Member Nichting moved to defer this item for two weeks until the August 22, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Sandberg.

Motion to defer this item until the August 22, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting, and bring back the requested information was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
(06-449)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  ***
Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute an AMENDMENT to the 1996 INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT with the PEORIA CIVIC CENTER AUTHORITY to EXTEND OPERATIONAL FUNDING for ARTSPARTNERS and Permit ARTSPARTNERS to Continue Receiving 2.5% of the RESTAURANT TAX REVENUE COLLECTED, Not to Exceed $75,000.00 Annually, Through August 31, 2008.
Council Member Turner moved to defer this item for two weeks until the August 22, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting, and bring back the communication from the original agreement; seconded by Council Member Morris.
Motion to defer this item for two weeks until the August 22, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting, and bring back the communication from the original agreement, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
(06-454)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic 
  ****
Development Requesting Approval of a FACADE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT for WHITEY'S TIP TOP TAVERN Totaling $16,395.00 (City's Facade Grant Share being $8,197.50) as Stipulated by the HISTORIC SHERIDAN TRIANGLE BUSINESS DISTRICT FACADE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Following a brief comment, Council Member Van Auken moved to approve a Façade Improvement Project for Whitey’s Tip Top Tavern totaling $16,395.00, with the City’s Façade Grant share being $8,197.50, as stipulated by the Historic Sheridan Triangle Business District Façade Improvement Program; seconded by Council Member Manning.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 
Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Jacob - 1.
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(06-459)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management with Recommendation from the Planning Commission to Approve a RESOLUTION Approving the ANNEXATION AGREEMENT for Property Located NORTH OF SADDLEBROOK COURT, SOUTH of GRANGE HALL ROAD, Along the WEST SIDE of TRIGGER ROAD, all Located within One and One-Half Miles of the City of Peoria.
Council Member Nichting moved to approve a Resolution approving the Annexation Agreement for property located North of Saddlebrook Court, South of Grange Hall Road, along the West side of Trigger Road, all located within one and one-half miles of the City of Peoria; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Council Member Nichting moved to grant Privilege of the Floor to Mr. Bob Wilkins; seconded by Council Member Morris.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Mr. Bob Wilkins.

Mr. Bob Wilkins, Petitioner, explained he had been working on this project for over five years.  He thanked City Staff Members Corporation Counsel Randy Ray, Director of Public Works Steve Van Winkle, City Engineer Gene Hewitt, Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes, Senior Urban Planner Leah Allison, and Senior Urban Planner Jim Martin for their patience and professionalism.  He also commended the Council for their foresight in the development of the growth cells and the sanitary sewer system extension.  
Motion to approve RESOLUTION NO. 06-459 approving the Annexation Agreement for property located North of Saddlebrook Court, South of Grange Hall Road, along the West side of Trigger Road, all located within one and one-half miles of the City of Peoria
was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
(06-460)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Rezoning Property with Identification Number 13-03-100-011, Otherwise Known as the SOUTHWEST CORNER of the CHALLACOMB and TRIGGER ROAD INTERSECTION, from the Present Class R-3 (Single Family Residential) District to a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District.
Council Member Nichting moved to adopt the Ordinance rezoning property with identification number 13-03-100-011, otherwise known as the Southwest corner of the Challacomb and Trigger Road intersection, from the present Class R-3 (Single Family Residential) District to a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District; seconded by Council Member Turner.
ORDINANCE NO. 15,987 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(06-374)
Communication from the City Manager, Director of Human Resources and Information Systems Director Requesting Approval to Enter into a ONE YEAR CONTRACT with NEW HORIZONS, INC. to PURCHASE 150 SEATS in COMPUTER TRAINING COURSES in Groups of 25 Seats for the Employees of the City of Peoria at a Cost of $75.00 Per Person, in an Amount Not to Exceed $11,250.00, and Requesting Approval to Use the PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE as an Additional Provider at the Rate of $104.00 Per Seat in Single Seat Purchases for Certain Participants.

Director of Human Resources Pat Parsons distributed a copy of the agreement to all members of the City Council.

Council Member Turner moved to approve a one-year contract with New Horizons, Inc. to purchase 150 seats in Computer Training Courses in groups of 25 seats for the employees of the City of Peoria at a cost of $75.00 per person, in an amount not to exceed $11,250.00, and to approve the use of Professional Development Institute as an additional provider at the rate of $104.00 per seat in single seat purchases for certain participants; seconded by Council Member Gulley.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
(06-297)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management with Recommendation from the Zoning Commission and City Staff to DENY the Request for an AMENDMENT to an EXISTING SPECIAL USE for EXISTING CHURCH FACILITIES in a Class R-3 (Single Family Residential) District for Property Located at 4019 N. KNOXVILLE AVENUE to ADD PROPERTY Located at 124 W. RIDGEMONT for a YOUTH CENTER, and Concur with the Recommendation from the Zoning Commission to DENY a Request for an AMENDMENT to an EXISTING SPECIAL USE for EXISTING CHURCH FACILITIES in a Class R-3 (Single Family Residential) District for Property Located at 4019 N. KNOXVILLE AVENUE, to ADD FUTURE PARKING; OR Concur with the Recommendation from City Staff to Adopt an ORDINANCE Amending Ordinance No. 13,305, an EXISTING SPECIAL USE in a Class R-3 (Single Family Residential) District for FUTURE PARKING for Property Located at 4019 N. KNOXVILLE, with Conditions.

Council Member Manning moved to approve the request from the Petitioner to withdraw that portion of the Special Use application that would add property located at 124 W. Ridgemont for a Youth Center to existing church facilities located at 4019 N. Knoxville Avenue; and add a parking lot; and to remand back to the Zoning Commission the remaining portion of the Special Use application, more specifically, the Church property located at 4019 N. Knoxville Avenue, which includes the Church parking lot and parsonage, with a requirement that a revised site plan would be submitted no later than August 31, 2006, with a planned hearing date by the Zoning Commission on October 5, 2006, and to come back to the City Council at the October 17, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Sandberg.
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Following further discussion with Council Member Sandberg, Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes confirmed that notification would be made to interested parties in the same manner as a new case.  
Motion to approve the request from the Petitioner to withdraw that portion of the Special Use application that would add property located at 124 W. Ridgemont for a Youth Center to existing church facilities located at 4019 N. Knoxville Avenue; and add a parking lot; and to remand back to the Zoning Commission the remaining portion of the Special Use application, more specifically, the Church property located at 4019 N. Knoxville Avenue, which includes the Church parking lot and parsonage, with a requirement that a revised site plan would be submitted no later than August 31, 2006, with a planned hearing date by the Zoning Commission on October 5, 2006, and to come back to the City Council at the October 17, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
(06-422)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of ONE of the Following:

A.
ORDINANCE Amending Ordinance No. 11,805, an EXISTING USE WITH APPROVAL as a SPECIAL USE in a Class C-1 (General Commercial) District for a GAS STATION for the Property Located at 6025 N. UNIVERSITY AVENUE; with Conditions to Return the Building Facade and Canopy to the Mansard Style with Shingles and Allow the Kerosene Pump Located in the Front Yard Setback in the Northeast Corner of the Site to Remain Installed and Additional Landscaping be Added; OR
B.
ORDINANCE Amending Ordinance 11,805, an EXISTING USE WITH APPROVAL as a SPECIAL USE in a Class C-1 (General Commercial) District for a GAS STATION for the Property Located at 6025 N. UNIVERSITY AVENUE, with Conditions to Allow the Canopy and Building Signage to Remain and Remove the Kerosene Pump Located in the Front Yard Setback in the Northeast Corner of the Site.

Upon request by the Petitioner, Council Member Spears moved to defer this item for two weeks until the August 22, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.
Motion to defer this item until the August 22, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
(06-442)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management with Recommendation from the Historic Preservation Commission to Adopt an ORDINANCE Approving the DESIGNATION of IRVING PRIMARY SCHOOL BUILDING Located at 519 N. E. GLENDALE as a LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK Pursuant to Chapter 16 of the Peoria City Code.
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Council Member Manning commended the work of the Historic Preservation Commission in reviewing and researching the school building.  He said there was a great deal of background information that had to be read and he commended them for such a fine selection for  designation. He moved to grant Privilege of the Floor to those who wished to address this issue; seconded by Council Member Morris.
Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those who wished to address this issue.

Mr. Paul Masick, Chairman of the Historic Preservation Commission, provided some background information.  He said the building was beautiful and was the only one of its kind in the City.  He added that the District #150 School Board had approved the designation unanimously. 

Motion on the Floor (Clerk’s Note: See Page 27641): To concur with the recommendation from the Historic Preservation Commission to adopt an Ordinance approving the designation of Irving Primary School Building located at 519 N. E. Glendale as a local historic landmark pursuant to Chapter 16 of the Peoria City Code.
ORDINANCE NO. 15,988 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
NEW BUSINESS

ANNOUNCEMENT Regarding STATE-WIDE SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT Hosted by the PEORIA POLICE BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION

Council Member Van Auken announced that the Peoria Police Benevolent Association was hosting a State-wide Softball Tournament at Peoria Stadium on August 12 and 13, 2006.  She said there would be 18 teams from other benevolent associations from around the State participating, and these visitors would be staying in Peoria hotels and visiting Peoria’s restaurants.  She said the City welcomed these visitors to Peoria. 

REMINDER Regarding SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING to Hear BUDGET DISCUSSIONS on AUGUST 10, 2006
Mayor Ardis reminded the Council and citizens that a Special City Council Meeting to hear budget discussion with City Departments would be held on Thursday, August 10, 2006, from 5:00 P.M. until 8:00 P.M. at City Hall, Room 404, 419 Fulton Street, Peoria.  He said the meeting place was changed from the Workforce Network Office at 211 Fulton Street to City Hall.
Mayor Ardis pointed out that budget information had been distributed to the Council and they were encouraged to bring the information with them to the meeting on August 10.
COMMENTS Regarding the ST. JUDE RUN to BENEFIT ST. JUDE CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL
Council Member Morris commended Mayor Ardis for his participation in the St. Jude Run from Memphis to Peoria, and his work with the St. Jude kids.
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Mayor Ardis said County Sheriff McCoy would be receiving recognition at a future Council Meeting for his efforts in leading the St. Jude Run for the past 25 years.  He thanked the community for their continued support and for raising over $4 million for the Kids at St. Jude.

Mayor Ardis also commended the efforts of former Mayor Jim Maloof for his work in attracting the St. Jude Midwest Affiliate to the City of Peoria so many years ago.  He said the St. Jude Run had raised over $14 million over the years.  
(06-461)
REQUEST for REPORT BACK Regarding WHEN RECONSTRUCTION on the NEBRASKA STREET OVERPASS WOULD BE COMPLETED and WHEN THE BRIDGE Would Be REOPENED.

Council Member Sandberg expressed concern that IDOT had not finished the reconstruction of the Nebraska Street overpass, which was supposed to have been completed in June, 2006.  He requested a report back regarding this issue including how many days the bridge had not been in operation.  He said the bridge needed to be reopened as soon as possible.
CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

(06-462)
Request for CITIZENS to ADDRESS the CITY COUNCIL Regarding VARIOUS  ISSUES.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those citizens wishing to 

address the City Council.

Ms. Levetta Ricca, President of Olde Towne South Neighborhood Association, thanked City Staff and Council Members who attended their Neighborhood Night Out Against Crime Event held on August 1st.
Mr. Phillip Maclin, President of the Afro American Firefighters Association of Peoria, expressed concern regarding the current hiring practices of the Peoria Fire Department. He said the association felt there had been a lack of hiring members representing the protective class of the community.  He said the association was requesting: 1) Review regarding the application process; 2) Review the values contained in the interview process; 3) Individuals applying for fire service careers that reside in the City of Peoria should be provided additional point values for being residents of the City; 4) Conduct an update study by the Equal Opportunity Office to compare current numbers with the August, 2003, communication; 5) Review Recruitment efforts to ensure that the City was honestly and faithfully seeking the best qualified applicants from a diverse population; and 6) Review the interview criteria.  He thanked the Council for listening to these concerns.
Mr. Dale Pittenger, representing the Seventh Day Adventist Church, referred to the Council’s action taken on Unfinished Business Item No. 06-297 and he thanked the Council for their assistance in the matter.
Ms. Juanita Powell, a Peoria resident, discussed the escalating violence and shootings that had occurred in the City this year.  She said her son was killed on July 4, 2006, on S. Butler Street and no one had been taken in custody.  She said her nephew was badly injured by a person who shot him in the back on July 9, 2006, and this shooting had not been solved.  She expressed concern that very few of these shootings had been solved.  She urged the Council and Police Department to work on these issues and to encourage witnesses to come forward with information.  She said she felt witnesses would provide information if they felt protected.  She requested assistance from the Council.
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Mayor Ardis expressed his sympathy to Ms. Powell regarding the loss of her son and injury to her nephew.  He said the City needed assistance from the public regarding information relating to these incidents. He urged anyone who had information regarding crime to contact Crimestoppers, where witnesses could remain anonymous, but yet provide the Police with details of violent acts.
Council Member Nichting urged Ms. Powell to also make her comments to the County Board.  He said the County Board worked with the States Attorney and the judicial system.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

(06-463)
Requesting Approval of a Motion for the City Council to go into EXECUTIVE SESSION to Discuss 2(c)(6)  The setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body; and 2(c)(11)  Litigation, when an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that such an action is probable or imminent.

Council Member Morris moved for the City Council to go into Executive Session to discuss 2(c)(6)  The setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body; and 2(c)(11)  Litigation, when an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that such an action is probable or imminent. seconded by Council Member Jacob.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
ADJOURNMENT

Council Member Morris moved to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Jacob.
Approved by viva voce vote.

The Council Meeting adjourned at 7:46 P.M.  
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Mary L. Haynes, MMC, City Clerk
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