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: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS:

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, June 20, 2006, a City Council Meeting was held this date at 6:15 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, Mayor Jim Ardis presiding. 
ROLL CALL
Roll call showed the following Council Members present: Grayeb (left the meeting at 7:40 P.M.), Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10; Absent – Sandberg - 1.
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Ardis requested a moment of silent prayer or silent reflection, and then he led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS, ETC.

PROCLAMATION:
ILLINOIS VALLEY CENTRAL BOYS BASEBALL TEAM:  ILLINOIS HIGH 
SCHOOL ASSOCIATION CLASS “A” BASEBALL TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONS
MINUTES
Council Member Nichting moved to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on June 13, 2006, as printed; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 
Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OF PEORIA
(06-335)
PRESENTATION by PEORIA CIVIC CENTER Regarding an UPDATE on the PEORIA CIVIC CENTER EXPANSION PROJECT.
Council Member Grayeb invited Members of the Council and the public to attend the “Topping Out Celebration” on Tuesday, June 27, 2006, at 4:00 P.M. at the Civic Center.  He explained this would be a traditional celebration usually held when a large building superstructure was completed.  He said everyone would be welcome to sign the last high steel beam before it was hoisted into place at 5:00 P.M.  He said construction site tours would be available following the ceremony and refreshments would be served.  
Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Ms. Rebekah Bourland.

Ms. Rebekah Bourland, Chairperson of the Civic Center Authority, introduced Civic Center Authority Members Dan Silverthorn, Peter Couri, Ken Goldin, and Steve Powell, General Manager of the Civic Center Debbie Ritschel, Finance Director Shawn Schoonover, and Construction Engineer Jim Wetherington.  
Chairperson Bourland said although there had been some inconveniences, such as parking, there had not been any disruption in client use or satisfaction with the exhibit and meeting facilities.
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Chairperson Bourland reported that the revenues to date for fiscal year ending August 31, 2006, had been disappointing.  She said there had been shortfalls from projected revenues in both the theatre and the arena, but the convention, exhibit, and meeting spaces had met their revenue projections to date.  She said the Civic Center was subject to available touring companies, and she discussed the productions that were cancelled by the touring companies and replacements, which had to be scheduled for dates that were normally not well attended due to the Easter holiday.  She further discussed two scheduled concerts that cancelled their entire tours, which included Peoria, and sporting events that were not as well attended as had been projected.  She also stated there were several upcoming arena events that were expected to do well.

Chairperson Bourland further discussed high utility and fuel costs that had affected the expense side of their budget.  She also explained that construction bonds stipulated that certain costs previously budgeted as capital must be booked as operational costs.  She said, while this was an anticipated accounting difference, it caused the Civic Center to create a deficit budget from the beginning. She said the deficit budget would be covered with available capital reserve and the Civic Center expected to reduce the current deficit partially by the end of the fiscal year.  

Chairperson Bourland said the Civic Center Authority wanted the Council to be assured that the Civic Center Authority and the management team were determined to explore and implement ways to increase revenue potential and reduce expenses.  She said that 143 event days for convention and exhibit space had already been booked for 2007, with 92% of those actually under contract.  She also stated that 145 event days had been booked for 2008, with 63% of those under contract.

Chairperson Bourland further discussed the addition of 117 new men’s and women’s facilities, and the Civic Center was seeking alternative funding for additional restrooms in the theatre area.

Chairperson Bourland thanked the Council for their continued support.  She said members of the Staff and Civic Center Authority Members were available to answer questions.

In discussion with Council Member Morris, Chairperson Bourland said the Civic Center budget was almost $5 million.  She discussed the importance of the Civic Center having access to high quality hotel rooms adjacent to the Civic Center.  She said some events had chosen not to schedule in Peoria because of the low number of high quality hotel rooms nearby.

In discussion with Council Member Gulley, Civic Center Authority Member Dan Silverthorn said Bid Package #1 (improvement to the sports teams area) was complete, Bid Package #2 (equipment purchase) was complete, Bid Package #3 (demolition, foundations, footings) was 98% complete, Bid Package #4 (steel) was almost complete, other than the truck dock area, and Bid Package #5 was at 30%.  He said some areas would be available for use in April or May, 2007, but completion was planned for August, 2007.  
Council Member Grayeb said the Civic Center Authority would be coming back to the Council with another update later in the year.  He said he felt the report would be more favorable at that time.

Council Member Grayeb moved to receive and file the Presentation by Peoria Civic Center regarding an update on the Peoria Civic Center Expansion Project; seconded by Council Member Jacob.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
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 (06-336)
PRESENTATION by the PEORIA COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Regarding the PANDEMIC PLANNING/PREPAREDNESS PROCESS.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Ms. Andrea Parker.
Ms. Andrea Parker, Director of Health for the Peoria County Health Department, introduced Director of Nursing Wanda Aberle and Emergency Preparedness Coordinator Jason Marks, who would be giving the presentation.

Ms. Wanda Aberle, Director of Nursing, discussed their plans for prevention, plan development and implementation, response, and training and education of the public.

Mr. Jason Marks, Emergency Preparedness Coordinator, further discussed the pandemic flu plan and a mass fatalities plan.  He said the Peoria County Health Department was chosen for the Project Public Health Ready because of their demonstration of concrete evidence in preparedness. He said the key areas of the project would address Emergency Preparedness Planning and All Hazards Plan for the community, a Workforce Competency Development to include the Training Plan, and Demonstration of Readiness with Exercise Simulation.
Mayor Ardis said he felt it was everyone’s personal responsibility to be prepared for any kind of an emergency.  He urged neighborhood leaders to contact the Peoria County Health Department for these representatives to make presentations to their neighborhood organizations.  He said citizens should take advantage of the resources provided by the Health Department.  

City Manager Randy Oliver said that the City was another piece of the preparedness equation and would also make a presentation to the Council. He distributed a copy of the presentation to all members of the City Council.

Assistant City Manager Craig Whitehead discussed the plan elements regarding the impact on City services, impact on employees and customers, special personnel policies implemented during a pandemic, allocation of resources to protect employees during a pandemic, and communication strategy to educate employees.

City Manager Oliver said the City should be prepared for any emergency that happened. He said the City wanted to provide training for emergencies like the bird flu, but this training could be useful for other disasters that might occur. He said it had been projected that the City would have to work without approximately 40% of their workforce, if there was a bird flu pandemic.  

Council Member Turner requested that the Council receive a document from the Administration that specifically outlined a plan, which would be tied to the elements of the presentation at this meeting.  He also suggested utilizing Cable Channel 22 for emergencies in the plan.

Assistant City Manager Whitehead said the plan had been drafted. He stated details of the personnel policy and other strategies would need to be finalized, but he said each Department had outlined a draft plan.

In discussion with Council Member Grayeb regarding over-the-counter medications that could be taken in the event of an outbreak of the avian flu, Director of Nursing Wanda Aberle explained that some medications could remedy some of the symptoms.  She added there were some anti-viral medications that had been used, but there was no evidence that any of these were actually curing the flu.  She also added that the avian flu was not in the United States at this time, and was not currently passed from human to human.
Emergency Preparedness Coordinator Marks recommended that families should keep extra supplies of food, water, and prescriptions on hand for any kind of emergency.
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In discussion with Council Member Morris regarding preparedness in the Peoria area, Director of Health Andrea Parker said they would never be able to plan for everything, but if contingency plans were in place and public education was utilized, at least there would be a beginning point.  She said there was a need for more planning and more public education.  She added the more planning that was conducted, the better the plan would be.  She said Peoria was ranked in the 10th largest of the counties in Illinois, and she felt that Peoria had done an outstanding job of putting all their resources together.  
In discussion with Council Member Gulley regarding the issue of lead poisoning in the area, Director Parker said that a grant had been applied for that would provide education, training, and methods of prevention.  She said the source needed to be found in order to be more proactive.  She indicated her Staff would be available to address these issues with the public also.

Council Member Turner moved to receive and file the Presentation by the Peoria County Health Department regarding the Pandemic Planning/Preparedness Process; seconded by Council Member Manning.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE, for the City of Peoria, with Recommendations as Outlined:
(06-337)
NOTICE OF LAWSUIT Filed on Behalf of MR. PATRICK A. MILLER Alleging Wrongful Arrest in June, 2005, with Recommendation to Receive and File and Refer to the Legal Department.
(06-338)
NOTICE of LAWSUIT Filed on Behalf of MR. ELMER E. THOMAS Alleging his Property was Improperly Detained without Due Process of Law on March 16, 2006, with Recommendation to Receive and File and Refer to the Legal Department.
(06-339)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval to PURCHASE THREE 7-TON DUMP TRUCKS for FLEET REPLACEMENT from DAVE GILL, in an Amount Not to Exceed $321,529.00.
(06-340)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting to Revise the CITY DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM to Tie the Maximum Allowable Mortgage Rate to the Current Prime Rate.
(06-341)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 15,960 VACATING ALL of the ALLEY Located in the Block Bounded by Washington Street, Pecan Street, Water Street and Cedar Street.
(06-342)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 15,961 VACATING a PORTION of the ALLEY Located in the Block Bounded by Prospect Road, Northcrest Avenue, Ashton Avenue and War Memorial Drive and Acceptance of a DEDICATION of RIGHT-OF-WAY for an ALLEY on Part of Lot 261 in Meadow Lawn Addition.
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(06-343)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 15,962 Amending CHAPTER 9.5 of the Code of the City of Peoria Pertaining to EROSION CONTROL for Various TEXT ADJUSTMENTS.
(06-344)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 15,963 Amending CHAPTER 11 and CHAPTER 24 of the Code of the City of Peoria Relating to State Statute Sections.
(06-345)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 15,964 Approving a NAME CHANGE for GLEN OAK HISTORIC DISTRICT to GLEN OAK - FLANAGAN HISTORIC DISTRICT for Property Located on Both Sides of the Street Between the 700 and 1800 Blocks of Glen Oak Avenue.
(06-346)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting 
  *
Approval of an APPLICATION for a CLASS “H” (Temporary Outdoor) LIQUOR LICENSE for PEORIA and MORTON JAYCEES for a Fundraiser on JULY 4, 2006, on the Platform at the Riverfront. 
Mayor Ardis questioned if the Council wished to have any of the Consent Agenda items removed for further discussion.

City Clerk Mary Haynes said a letter requesting that Item No. 06-346 be withdrawn had been distributed to the Council.

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.
Item Nos. 06-337 through 06-345 were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
(06-346)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting 
  *
Approval of an APPLICATION for a CLASS “H” (Temporary Outdoor) LIQUOR LICENSE for PEORIA and MORTON JAYCEES for a Fundraiser on JULY 4, 2006, on the Platform at the Riverfront. 
City Clerk Mary Haynes said a letter requesting that Item No. 06-346 be withdrawn had been distributed to the Council.

No Objections were heard.
 (06-347)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of a CONTRACT for DESIGN SERVICES with CLARK DIETZ, in an Amount Not to Exceed $224,015.00, and MFT RESOLUTION, in the Amount of $101,015.00.
Council Member Nichting moved to approve the contract for design services with Clark Dietz, in an amount not to exceed $224,015.00, and approve MFT Resolution, in the amount of $101,015.00; seconded by Council Member Turner.

27564                                 CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS                                        JUNE 20, 2006

Motion to approve the contract for design services with Clark Dietz, in an amount not to 

exceed $224,015.00, and approve MFT RESOLUTION NO. 06-347, in the amount of $101,015.00, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
 (06-348)
Communication from the City Council Ad Hoc Committee on Commissions:  Chair Council Member Van Auken, Council Member Sandberg and Council Member Morris Requesting to Receive and File the CITY COUNCIL AD HOC COMMITTEE ON COMMISSIONS REPORT and Take Action on Committee Recommendations as Outlined.
Mayor Ardis said one year ago he had requested the Committee for a comprehensive review of the Committee structure and to come back to the Council with some recommendations to improve the structure, eliminate duplication, etc.  He commended Chair of the City Council Ad Hoc Committee on Commissions Barbara Van Auken, Committee Member Gary Sandberg, Committee Member John Morris for their thorough review and he thanked them for their diligence.  He also thanked City Clerk Mary Haynes, Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes, and Senior Administrative Assistant to the Mayor and City Council Kristie Collier, who participated administratively.

Chairman Van Auken also expressed her appreciation to those who had assisted the Committee. She said the Committee called on every City department for reports, responses, testimony, as well as all the Commissions came before the Committee to respond for requests of information.  She said this was a comprehensive review and would not have been possible without this kind of cooperation.  

Chairman Van Auken said this was important due to the goals set by the Council and due to the amount of money that the City spent annually on Commissions.  She said the City Council, who was ultimately responsible for work completed by Commissions, could not perform as efficiently without the commitment of Commission members, who were citizen volunteers. She said Staff costs totaled over $1 million a year, so she felt this was an important review that was long over-due.  

Council Member Van Auken moved to receive and file the City Council Ad Hoc Committee on Commission Report with a request that the City Manager bring back this report and the recommendations to the June 27, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting as needed so the recommendations made by the Committee could be discussed and acted upon; seconded by Council Member Morris.

Clerk’s Note:  The Council will consider the report by specific sections as noted on future agendas.

Mayor Ardis requested that the City Manager place certain sections of the report on the Agenda so the Council and the public would be alerted as to which sections would be discussed.

Chairman Van Auken said the report was available on the City’s website located on the home page and the report was separated into sections.  She said she wanted the public and members of the Commission to have an opportunity to review the report and have their questions answered.

Committee Member Morris said the Commissions were a vital delegation of the Mayor and some were mandated by the State.  He said the items in the report were thoroughly discussed and the Committee tried to make recommendations that would be in existence for a long time.  He said he felt there was a lot of good work being accomplished and he invited everyone to contact the members of the Committee for further dialogue regarding the recommendations.
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Council Member Grayeb left the Council Meeting at 7:40 P.M.

Council Member Turner commended the Committee for their efforts and their commitment.  He requested, as these issues came forward for discussion by the Council, that the Administration specifically list which sections would be discussed so the public would be aware when issues they were interested in would appear before the Council. 
Motion to receive and file the City Council Ad Hoc Committee on Commission Report with a request that the City Manager bring back this report and the recommendations to the June 27, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting as needed so the recommendations made by the Committee could be discussed and acted upon was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(06-332) Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth    

Management Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Granting a SPECIAL USE for a GROUP CARE FACILITY in a Class R-4 (Single Family Residential) District for Property Located at 109 E. ARCADIA, with Conditions, and REPORT BACK with Recommendation to Receive and File.
Motion on the Floor: To adopt an Ordinance granting a Special Use for a group care facility in a Class R-4 (Single Family Residential) District for property located at 109 E. Arcadia Avenue, with conditions, amending Condition #5 to read “The Special Use is granted only to the Children’s Home for the requested operation of a Group Care Facility for six mothers and their babies, for a total of twelve residents, and is not assignable or transferable to subsequent owners, operators, or lessees of the property.”
Council Member Manning moved to grant Privilege of the Floor to those who wished to address this issue; seconded by Council Member Morris.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those who wished to address this issue.

Ms. Sarah Partridge, a City resident, stated she felt that the backyard should be fenced, that there should be an inspection for safety and cleanliness, that there should be a fire evacuation plan, and a pest control plan. 
Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes said there were spacing requirements in the City for group homes.  She said for other families on the block, as well as families in group homes, the City did not require pest control, fire inspections, etc.  She said the City required that the home be safe for a family and the property had to go through an inspection, and there were some details that needed to be addressed, which were listed on the Ordinance.  She added that no other family in the area was required to fence their yard.  She said the City had a good record with the group occupancy ordinance, which allowed groups to live together with supervision and assistance and they had been able to blend in well with the neighborhood.  She said she would be glad to meet with neighborhood representatives and provide a copy of the standards.
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Motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 15,965 granting a Special Use for a group care facility in a Class R-4 (Single Family Residential) District for property located at 109 E. Arcadia Avenue, with conditions, amending Condition #5 to read “The Special Use is granted only to the Children’s Home for the requested operation of a Group Care Facility for six mothers and their babies, for a total of twelve residents, and is not assignable or transferable to subsequent owners, operators, or lessees of the property.” and to receive and file the report back was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None.
ACTION Taken by the City Regarding a NEIGHBORHOOD PROBLEM in the 1400 BLOCK of JOHN GWYNN AVENUE

Council Member Turner thanked the Police Department, the Inspections Department and the Department of Planning and Growth Management Department for their quick action regarding a complaint he had received pertaining to the 1400 Block of John Gwynn Avenue where four families were living on the property, and a trailer was parked in the back yard with another family living there.  He thanked the City Manager and everyone involved in resolving this neighborhood problem.

(05-639)
REQUEST TO REMOVE FROM THE TABLE the Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Recommending Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending Ordinance No. 13,455 an EXISTING SPECIAL USE in a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District for a SHOPPING CENTER with Site Modifications and an Additional LEASE BUILDING for the Property Located at 5001 N. BIG HOLLOW ROAD, with Conditions, and Place this Item on the JUNE 27, 2006, REGULAR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA.
Council Member Spears moved to remove Item No. 05-639 from the Table regarding an Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 13,455 an Existing Special Use in a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District for a Shopping Center with site modifications and an additional lease building for the property located at 5001 N. Big Hollow Road, with Conditions, and place this Item on the June 27, 2006, Regular City Council Agenda; seconded by Council Member Morris.
Motion to remove Item No. 05-639 from the Table and place the item on the June 27, 2006, Regular City Council Agenda was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None.
NEW BUSINESS

COMMENTS Regarding POLICE ACTIVITY AND CLOSURE OF DRUG HOUSES
Council Member Van Auken said citizens had been concerned about criminal activity in certain areas of the City, and she commended the Peoria Police Department for their recent actions in closing down eight different drug houses and confiscating guns, drugs, and money.  She said this was a result of the Police Department working diligently with neighborhoods.
Council Member Morris said the Police Department did a remarkable job with community policing, and it was evident that the teams were working for neighborhood safety.
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QUESTIONS Regarding the ZOO EXPANSION
Council Member Turner said he had been contacted by several citizens regarding the zoo expansion and he said they had some unanswered questions.  He presented City Manager Randy Oliver with the issues that needed to be addressed with the citizens.

City Manager Randy Oliver said he would address these issues.

ANNOUNCEMENT Regarding CARVER CENTER’S BASKETBALL TEAM’S INVITATION to PLAY in the MEMPHIS AAU BASKETBALL TOURNMENT
Mayor Ardis said he received a letter from Carver Center and their basketball team had been invited to play in the Memphis AAU Basketball Tournament.  He said these were exemplary boys who had stayed away from drugs and negative activity to be able to participate in basketball.  He said the Memphis Tournament was a national tournament and he stated this group needed donations, in the approximate amount of $5,000, to be able to attend this event in Memphis.  He urged citizens to make donations toward this basketball team to show their appreciation for their efforts and achievements.  He urged those interested in making a donation to contact the Carver Center.
CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

(06-349)
Request for CITIZENS to ADDRESS the CITY COUNCIL Regarding VARIOUS ISSUES.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those citizens wishing to 

address the City Council.

Ms. Sarah Partridge, a City resident, thanked Police Officers for their quick response to trouble calls in her neighborhood, and for their involvement in her area.  She also thanked the City for the presentation regarding the pandemic flu plan.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

(06-350)
Requesting Approval of a Motion for the City Council to go into EXECUTIVE SESSION to Discuss 2(c)(2)  Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees; and 2(c)(21) Discussion of minutes of meetings lawfully closed under this Act, whether for purposes of approval by the body of the minutes or semi-annual review of the minutes as mandated by Section 2.06.

.

Council Member Morris moved for the City Council to go into Executive Session to discuss 2(c)(2)  
Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their representatives, or 
deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees; and 2(c)(21) 
Discussion of minutes of meetings lawfully closed under this Act, whether for purposes of approval by 
the body of the minutes or semi-annual review of the minutes as mandated by Section 2.06; seconded 
by Council Member Jacob. 

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None.
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ADJOURNMENT

Council Member Nichting moved to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Spears.
Approved by viva voce vote.

The Council Meeting adjourned at 8:05 P.M.  









_________________________________
Mary L. Haynes, MMC, City Clerk
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