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: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS:

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, April 18, 2006, a City Council Meeting was held this date at 6:15 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, Mayor Jim Ardis presiding.

 Meeting
ROLL CALL

Roll call showed the following Council Members present: Grayeb (arrived at 6:33 P.M.), Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;  Absent: None.

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Ardis requested a moment of silent prayer or silent reflection, and then he led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS, ETC.

PROCLAMATION: 
BRADLEY UNIVERSITY MEN'S BASKETBALL TEAM

PROCLAMATION: 
LADONNA BROWN

PROCLAMATION: 
PEORIAREA BLIND PEOPLE'S CENTER, INC.:  50TH ANNIVERSARY

PROCLAMATION: 
MEDICAL LABORATORY PROFESSIONAL WEEK – APRIL 23-29, 2006

MINUTES

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the minutes of the Special City Council Meeting and Executive Session held on April 8, 2006, and the Regular City Council Meeting and Executive Sessions held on April 11, 2006, as printed; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.

WELCOME TO LOCAL DIGNITARIES

Mayor Ardis welcomed and recognized Members of the Peoria County Board, which included Mr. Junior Watkins, Ms. Lynn Scott Pearson, Mr. Bryan Elsasser, Mr. Phil Salzer, Ms. Carol Trumpe, Mr. Merle Widmer, and Mr. Tim Riggenbach, as well as District #150 School Board President Alicia Butler and City Treasurer Reg Willis.

PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OF PEORIA

(06-208)
PRESENTATION by ADY INTERNATIONAL COMPANY Regarding the 

RECOMMENDATIONS for the CITY OF PEORIA and PEORIA COUNTY, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM, with a Request to Receive an File.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Mr. Robert Ady of Ady 

International Company.

Council Member Grayeb arrived at 6:33 P.M.
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Mr. Robert Ady, President of Ady International Company, provided an evaluation of Peoria and 
Peoria County from a site selector’s view point.  He discussed the list of key location factors for 
companies to be drawn to a City, which included quality of life issues, operating costs, and 
operating conditions.  He further discussed the importance of location factors by sector for 
distribution operations, manufacturing, regional offices, information technology, and research 
operations.  He pointed out the advantages for Peoria and Peoria County, which included the 

college and university environment, highway access, market orientation, vocational capabilities, 
lack of inventory, machinery, or equipment taxes, and cultural orientation.  He outlined areas that 

needed improvement, which included professional and managerial labor availability, crime rates, 
level of local property taxes, workers’ compensation costs, incubator space, diversity, building 
availability, site availability, cost of sites, and community appearance.  He stated that feed back 
from local employers listed many of the same disadvantages.  

Mr. Ady further discussed the rating criteria, which included competitive advantage, points that 

were neutral, and competitive disadvantages.  He said evaluations were made by reviewing the

criteria and looking for reasons to reject a location.  He said no location was perfect, but he urged 
the City Council and the County Board to make certain this area was not eliminated.  He said the 
process reviewed areas that had the most advantages and the least disadvantages for a particular 
market.  
In discussion with Council Member Grayeb regarding the current upgrade of I-74, Mr. Ady agreed 

that these improvements would have a positive impact on recruiting all types of businesses.  He

added that industrial businesses were drawn to sites along interstate roads due to costs, and 

because industrial businesses traditionally did not want to be near neighborhoods.  He further
stated in discussion that he did not feel a direct route from Peoria to Chicago would greatly 
enhance prospects for Peoria.  
In discussion with Council Member Nichting, Mr. Ady explained the evaluation process further and 

he said most companies wanted sites with at least 20 acres of property for future needs.  

In further discussion with Council Member Jacob regarding the community’s appearance at entrance points to the City, Mr. Ady agreed that prospective business owners’ first view of the City usually stayed with them, so there were some areas that needed attention.  He said that Peoria had made some very positive improvements to the Riverfront, and he understood that further improvements to other areas were under way.
In discussion with Council Member Morris regarding the workforce, Mr. Ady said the City had the infrastructure to support one of the best workforces in the country because of all the available vocational schools, engineering school, and the local colleges and universities.  He said those were the jobs of tomorrow and companies were looking for those types of workers and those types of skills.  
In discussion with Council Member Turner regarding what the next steps for the Peoria area would be, Mr. Ady recommended that a plan be established soon.  He said the plan should be something simple and straight forward, but the plan needed to be flexible to incorporate changes as they occurred.  He said the form of the plan should be easy to implement.  

In discussion with Mayor Ardis, Mr. Ady said the more informed a consultant was about a community, the better off the community would be when the consultant was contacted by prospective business owners. He said because consultants worked with so many different types of businesses, most cities were attractive to at least one or two businesses.

In discussion with Peoria County Board Member Bryan Elsasser, Mr. Ady stressed the importance of interstate highways near or next to a city.  He said he had never eliminated a city because they did not have an east/west and north/south interstate system.  
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In further discussion with County Board Member Elsasser regarding high schools, Mr. Ady stated high schools pertained to qualify of life issues, but he felt a more important factor was if the area had opportunities for further education in the area.  He said companies rarely eliminated a community because of S.A.T. scores.  
In discussion with County Board Member Merle Widmer regarding potential sites locally, Mr. Ady explained his responsibility did not include selecting sites for potential businesses.  He said just viewing a site had little meaning because determinations would need to be made regarding utilities, availability, etc.  He said there were twenty criteria for a shovel-ready site.  He also pointed out that a City did not have to spend money to put in water and sewer lines and cut-in roads. He said a tool that was commonly used to assist potential business owners was for the City to provide a computerized virtual site plan with computerized buildings, etc. showing where water and sewer lines and roads could be placed.

On behalf of the Peoria City Council and Peoria County Board, Mayor Ardis thanked Mr. Ady for his presentation.

Council Member Nichting moved to receive and file the presentation by ADY International 

Company regarding the recommendations for the City of Peoria and Peoria County Economic 

Development Program; seconded by Council Member Morris.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 
Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE, for the City of Peoria, 

with Recommendations as Outlined:

(06-209)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 

*
Requesting Approval of a CONTRACT with STANDARD HEATING AND COOLING for REPLACEMENT of the INCINERATOR at PAWS, in the BID Amount of $46,600.00.
(06-210)
Communication from the City Manager and Fire Chief Requesting Approval to 

Enter into a CONTRACT with J.T. WEER CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, in the Amount of $27,600.00,  to Construct a STRUCTURAL COLLAPSE SIMULATOR at the PEORIA FIRE DEPARTMENT TRAINING ACADEMY.
(06-211)
Communication from the City Manager and Human Resources Director 

Requesting Approval of a CONTRACT with RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATES (RMA), in the Amount of $42,186.00, for the FIRE CAPTAIN PROMOTIONAL EXAMINATION, and $42,112.00 for the FIRE BATTALION CHIEF PROMOTIONAL EXAMINATION.
(06-212)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 

Requesting Approval to PURCHASE REAL ESTATE Located at 1806 W. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DRIVE, in the Amount of $20,000.00, as an Opportunity Acquisition for the Future Widening of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive.
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(06-213)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting 

Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 15,912 Amending CHAPTER 30 of the Code of the City of Peoria Relating to LICENSING of DRIVERS of HORSE-DRAWN VEHICLES, Lowering the Age of Drivers to 16.
(06-214)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller 

Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 15,913 Amending the BUDGET for FISCAL YEAR 2006 of the City of Peoria Relating to the WORLD WAR I and WORLD WAR II MEMORIAL MONUMENT, in the Amount of $112,000.00.  (Refer to Item No. 06-205)
(06-215)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting 

  **

Approval of an APPLICATION for a CLASS “H” (Temporary Outdoor) Liquor 

License at RIVERFRONT FESTIVAL PARK for the GERMAN AMERICAN CENTRAL SOCIETY MAIFEST FUNDRAISER on SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2006.
Mayor Ardis questioned if the Council wished to have any of the Consent Agenda items removed for further discussion.

Council Member Van Auken requested that Item No. 06-209 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Jacob requested that Item No. 06-215 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Item Nos. 06-209 through 06-215 (excluding Item Nos. 06-209 and 06-215, which were  removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion) were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

(06-209)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 

*
Requesting Approval of a CONTRACT with STANDARD HEATING AND COOLING for REPLACEMENT of the INCINERATOR at PAWS, in the BID Amount of $46,600.00.
Following a brief comment supporting the spaying and neutering of animals, Council Member Van Auken moved to approve the contract with Standard Heating and Cooling for replacement of the incinerator at PAWS, in the bid amount of $46,600.00; seconded by Council Member Jacob.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
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(06-215)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting 

  **

Approval of an APPLICATION for a CLASS “H” (Temporary Outdoor) Liquor 

License at RIVERFRONT FESTIVAL PARK for the GERMAN AMERICAN CENTRAL SOCIETY MAIFEST FUNDRAISER on SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2006.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 
5/6-2.

Council Member Nichting moved to approve an Application for a Class “H” (Temporary Outdoor) Liquor License at Riverfront Festival Park for the German American Central Society Maifest Fundraiser on Saturday, May 13, 2006; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Jacob - 1.
(06-216)
Communication from the City Manager and Economic Development Director 

Requesting Approval of the FAÇADE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM for the PROSPECT ROAD BUSINESS DISTRICT, as Described.

Director of Economic Development Craig Hullinger distributed a map showing the proposed improvement area to all members of the City Council.

Following a brief comment regarding the program, Council Member Manning moved to approve the 
Façade Improvement Program for the Prospect Road Business District; seconded by Council 
Member Grayeb.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

(06-217)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 
Requesting Approval of the PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT with THE FARNSWORTH GROUP, in an Amount Not to Exceed $48,000.00, to Assist the City in Meeting the Requirements of the NEW NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM PERMIT for the COMBINED SEWER OUTFALLS.
Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Professional Services Agreement with The Farnsworth Group, in an amount not to exceed $48,000.00, to assist the City in meeting the requirements of the new National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit for the combined sewer outfalls; seconded by Council Member Turner.
In discussion with Council Member Sandberg, Director of Public Works Steve Van Winkle explained his department was working with the I.E.P.A. and the U.S.E.P.A. to address some of the issues that were contained in the C.S.O. permit regarding the amount of time that would be allowed to perform certain functions. 
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Council Member Sandberg referred to the funding and expressed concern that additional funding may be requested in the future.  He also expressed concern that the funding would be taken from the sewer rehabilitation fund and the indication that the Sewer Rehabilitation Fund was originally established to deal with C.S.O. and other sanitary sewer system needs.  He said he would support the motion, but he requested copies of earlier Council communications and the minutes of the City Council meetings that supported the information that the sanitary sewer rehabilitation fee was originally established to deal with the C.S.O.  He said it was his recollection that the sanitary sewer rehabilitation fee was established to deal with the $30 million sanitary sewer rehabilitation effort that was necessary to convert the sanitary sewers from City of Peoria ownership to Greater Peoria Sanitary District ownership. 
Director of Public Works Steve Van Winkle said the City-wide sewer user fee, not to be confused  with the fee charged to those who were served by the lateral sewers owned by the City, was established in 1988 long before there was any proposal for a rehabilitation of the system and before the Sanitary District began maintaining the City’s system.  He explained the fee was for the C.S.O. and for other things, such as the Charter Oak Road interceptor, and the City used the funds for rehabilitation.  

City Manager Oliver said the study would ascertain if the combination of storm water and sewage that co-mingled would have an adverse impact on the Illinois River at the time of an overflow, which the plant could not process.  He said, if there was an adverse impact on the Illinois River, further remediation would be required to reduce the impact to an acceptable level.  He said to separate storm water and the sanitary sewer at the source would be an expensive alternative.
Motion to approve the Professional Services Agreement with The Farnsworth Group, in an amount not to exceed $48,000.00, to assist the City in meeting the requirements of the new National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit for the combined sewer outfalls was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

(06-218)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting 

to Approve an AMENDMENT to the TRASH BILLING AGREEMENT Changing the Billing to Monthly, and Authorize the City Manager to Execute the Amendment.
City Manager Randy Oliver reported that Illinois American Water Company may not be able to make this change for the May 1, 2006, billing.  He said he would have a conference call with the Water Company on Wednesday morning to determine when they would be able to make the change.  He said, if the change could not be made by May 1, 2006, it would be adopted in September, 2006, subject to Council approval.  

Council Member Nichting moved to approve an amendment to the Trash Billing Agreement changing the billing to monthly; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Council Member Sandberg said he felt the consideration of this proposal at this time was premature.  He indicated he felt this change, if it was going to be made, should wait until Budget discussions.  He said he would not support the motion.  

Council Member Turner said he did not support the garbage tax, but he felt a change to a monthly billing system would make it easier for those on a fixed income.  
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Council Member Grayeb expressed concern regarding the amount the City of Peoria had to pay Illinois American Water Company for billing the garbage fee, which was $2.40 per bill. He questioned why the City needed to pay Illinois American Water Company to perform this service that the City used to perform for themselves, and at a savings.  He said he would not support a change at this point.  He said he felt the whole issue of whether or not the City needed a separate fee needed to be revisited by the Council.
Council Member Van Auken said the City needed the revenue, but she felt the tax was regressive and the funding needed to be replaced with a more equitable plan to raise revenue. 

Council Member Spears said he, along with other Council Members, did not support the manner in which this tax was collected.  He said he felt the garbage fee should be reduced.  He said he felt this fee should be placed on the property tax bill so citizens could claim it on their income tax return.  

Discussion was held regarding how the garbage fee could be abolished at this time.  City Manager Oliver explained there would be a revenue shortfall that the Council would have to decide how to handle.  He suggested that the issue of the garbage fee be addressed during 2007 Budget deliberations.

Council Member Gulley moved to grant Privilege of the Floor to those who wished to address the Council; seconded by Council Member Morris.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those who wished to address the Council.

Mr. Randall Emert, Sr., 3027 W. Antoinette, spoke in opposition to changing the billing to monthly.  He said he felt the City would further increase the fee by $2.00 because a $2.00 increase would seem less than a $2.00 a month increase charged quarterly. He also expressed concern that the City was paying the Illinois American Water Company to perform the billing service.

Motion to approve an amendment to the Trash Billing Agreement changing the billing to monthly was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Turner, Mayor Ardis – 8;

Nays:
Grayeb, Sandberg, Van Auken - 3.

(06-219)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending CHAPTER 13 of the Code of the City of Peoria Relating to FEES for COLLECTION of REFUSE, Changing the Billing to Monthly.
Council Member Nichting moved to adopt an Ordinance amending Chapter 13 of the Code of the City of Peoria relating to fees for collection of refuse, changing the billing to monthly; seconded by Council Member Turner.
ORDINANCE NO. 15,914, amending Chapter 13, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Turner, Mayor Ardis – 8;

Nays:
Grayeb, Sandberg, Van Auken - 3.

l 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(06-083)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Approval of a RESOLUTION Approving an AMENDMENT to the COMPREHENSIVE PLAN for the PEORIA MEDICAL AND TECHNOLOGY DISTRICT MASTER PLAN, which is the Area Now Known as RENAISSANCE PARK.

Council Member Grayeb said he would be abstaining from the vote and discussion because he owned property in the Renaissance Park area.
Council Member Van Auken moved to approve a Resolution approving an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan for the Peoria Medical and Technology District Master Plan, which is the area now known as Renaissance Park; seconded by Council Member Manning.
RESOLUTION NO. 06-083 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Grayeb - 1.

(06-084)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of the Following (New Communication and Ordinances):

A.
ORDINANCE Amending APPENDIX B of the Code of the City of Peoria Relating to ZONING for VARIOUS TEXT ADJUSTMENTS for the RENAISSANCE PARK NEIGHBORHOOD URBAN DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT AND DESIGN GUIDELINES;

Council Member Grayeb said he would be abstaining from the vote and discussion because he owned property in the Renaissance Park area.

Following a brief explanation of why she supported the Staff’s recommendation, Council Member Van Auken moved to adopt the Ordinance amending Appendix B of the Code of the City of Peoria relating to Zoning for various text adjustments for the Renaissance Park Neighborhood Urban Design Overlay District and Design Guidelines; seconded by Council Member Turner.
ORDINANCE NO. 15,915, amending Appendix B, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Grayeb - 1.

B.
ORDINANCE Amending APPENDIX B of the Code of the City of Peoria Relating to ZONING for VARIOUS TEXT ADJUSTMENTS for the RENAISSANCE PARK CORRIDOR URBAN DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT;

Council Member Grayeb said he would be abstaining from the vote and discussion because he owned property in the Renaissance Park area.
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Council Member Van Auken moved to adopt an Ordinance amending Appendix B of the Code of the City of Peoria relating to Zoning for various text adjustments for the Renaissance Park Corridor Urban Design Overlay District; seconded by Council Member Manning.

ORDINANCE NO. 15,916, amending Appendix B, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Grayeb - 1.

C.
ORDINANCE to ESTABLISH a RENAISSANCE PARK NEIGHBORHOOD URBAN DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT for Properties as Outlined in Ordinance;

Council Member Grayeb said he would be abstaining from the vote and discussion because he owned property in the Renaissance Park area.

Council Member Gulley said he would be voting against the motion because he did not agree with the location of the boundaries.

Council Member Van Auken moved to adopt an Ordinance to establish a Renaissance Park Neighborhood Urban Design Overlay District for properties as outlined in the Ordinance; seconded by Council Member Manning.

ORDINANCE NO. 15,917 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 
Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
Gulley - 1;

Abstention:  Grayeb - 1.

D.
ORDINANCE to ESTABLISH a RENAISSANCE PARK CORRIDOR URBAN DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT for Properties as Outlined in the Ordinance.

Council Member Grayeb said he would be abstaining from the vote and discussion because he owned property in the Renaissance Park area.

Council Member Gulley said he would be voting against the motion because he did not agree with the location of the boundaries.

Council Member Van Auken moved to adopt an Ordinance to establish a Renaissance Park Corridor Urban Design Overlay District for properties as outlined in the Ordinance; seconded by Council Member Manning.
ORDINANCE NO. 15,918 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 
Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
Gulley - 1;

Abstention:  Grayeb - 1.
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(06-147)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting to AWARD MULTIPLE CONTRACTS, in the Total Amount of $297,142.00, for INSTALLATION and REPLACEMENT of EMERGENCY GENERATORS at the MUNICIPAL SERVICES BUILDING, CENTRAL FIRE STATION, PAWS and PUBLIC WORKS OPERATIONS and MAINTENANCE CENTER, With Request to Receive and File New Supplemental Communication.

Council Member Turner moved to award multiple contracts, in the total amount of $297,142.00, for installation and replacement of emergency generators at the Municipal Services Building, Central Fire Station, PAWS, and Public Works Operations and Maintenance Center, and receive and file the supplemental communication; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.
Council Member Sandberg requested that this item be separated into four motions.  He expressed concern that no data had been received regarding the condition of these generators, that they were not working properly, or that replacement parts could not be obtained.  He questioned this expenditure because the current generators had not failed in their testing nor had there been any indication of a need for new generators.  He said he would not support the replacement of an emergency generator at the Municipal Services Building because he felt the 911 fees should pay all the costs.  He said the Administration should consider other alternatives.
Council Member Nichting moved to divide the motion into four parts; seconded by Council Member Morris.

Motion to divide the motion into four parts was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
Council Member Nichting moved to remand the request to award a contract for the installation and replacement of an emergency generator at the Municipal Services Building back to the Peoria County Emergency Telephone System Board (ETSB) because they had always paid for 100% of the capital and the City paid 100% for operations, and he moved to receive and file the supplemental communication; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.
Council Member Grayeb questioned what the impact would be, if the proposed motion passed.
ECC Manager Dave Tuttle said the ETSB met on the first Wednesday in May.  He said he would place this item on the ETSB’s Agenda to determine if they would be willing to pay more toward the purchase of a generator.  He explained that the ETSB normally paid 50% of the generators for other communities.  He added, when the 911 Center was installed in 1993, the generator that was installed in 1970 was not in need of replacement at that time.  He said the ETSB maintained the generator currently, but the City paid for the fuel.
Discussion was held regarding the possibility of renting generators when needed.  It was also stated that there was no critical need at the moment, since the generator would be more likely to fail during a snow storm rather than warm weather. 
In discussion with Council Member Jacob, City Manager Oliver explained the process.  He said for the first 15 minutes of an outage, everything would go to an emergency battery backup, which provided an opportunity for the generator to fire and have the power to operate the circuits.  He said, under Federal law, manufacturers were required to have parts available and some 
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manufacturers would keep them longer.  He said, if a part was not available, the part could be made by a machine shop, but it could take up to a week to machine a part.  He said another generator could be obtained within a four hour period, but it could cause a problem because there was only a 15-minute battery backup. 
Motion to remand the request to award a contract for the installation and replacement of an emergency generator at the Municipal Services Building back to the Peoria County Emergency Telephone System Board (ETSB) because they had always paid for 100% of the capital and the City paid 100% for operations, and to receive and file the supplemental communication, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
Council Member Van Auken expressed concern that there had not been more investigation performed on all the generators to determine need.

In discussion with Council Member Morris, City Manager Oliver said almost all the generators were at least 30 years old. He stated it was difficult to determine when replacement should be done because of the issue with the parts.  He said, if there was a major power outage, generators may not be readily available for rental. 
Discussion was held regarding how a power outage would affect City operations and, if it was possible to continue operations during a power outage.  It was determined that minimal services could be performed and it would be difficult, but it would be possible to conduct some City business.  It was pointed out that any company who kept a generator on hand specifically for the needs of the City during an emergency situation would want to charge a monthly fee to the City for the convenience.  Discussion was also held regarding rental costs. 

Council Member Sandberg suggested that generators should be tested for failure and when parts began to fail or there were problems during testing, the purchase of a new generator could be brought before the Council at that time.
It was also pointed out by City Manager Randy Oliver that while there didn’t seem to be a critical need at this point for these generators, no one could predict what the future would bring regarding natural disasters or other events. 

Motion to award a contract for the installation and replacement of an emergency generator 

at Public Works Operations and Maintenance Center was DEFEATED by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Nichting, Turner – 3;

Nays:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 8.

Motion to award a contract for the installation and replacement of an emergency generator 

at Fire Central was DEFEATED by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Nichting, Turner – 5;

Nays:
Manning, Morris, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 6.

Motion to award a contract for the installation and replacement of an emergency generator 

at PAWS was DEFEATED by roll call vote.

Yeas: 
Grayeb, Turner – 2;

Nays:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 9.
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(06-188)
Communication  from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Approval of the FUNDING REQUEST from the YWCA OF PEORIA for the GLEN-MOR TRANSITIONAL HOUSING PROJECT, in an Amount Not to Exceed $343,896.00 of HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIP (HOME) FUNDS from the Housing Development Fund Contingent Upon the Applicant Providing the Required Matching Funds.

Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes distributed a replacement communication to all members of the City Council.

Council Member Gulley moved to approve the funding request from the YWCA of Peoria for the Glen-Mor Transitional Housing Project, in an amount not to exceed $343,896.00 of Home Investment Partnership (HOME) Funds, from the Housing Development Fund contingent upon the applicant providing the required matching funds; seconded by Council Member Manning.
Council Member Turner moved to grant Privilege of the Floor to Mr. Paul Sherwood, seconded by Council Member Morris.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Mr. Paul Sherwood.

Mr. Paul Sherwood discussed his plan to organize the National Organization of American Homeless in Peoria. He urged the Council to consider stopping the funding for the YWCA center, and he urged the Council to hold discussion relating to this issue.  
Council Member Manning said a meeting was held regarding the issues he was concerned about, which related to items in the agreement that YWCA had not complied with, and he said his concerns had been addressed.  He said all items had been reviewed and those items that were not in compliance, the YWCA had made a commitment to address those issues.  

Motion to approve the funding request from the YWCA of Peoria for the Glen-Mor Transitional Housing Project, in an amount not to exceed $343,896.00 of Home Investment Partnership (HOME) Funds, from the Housing Development Fund contingent upon the applicant providing the required matching funds was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

(06-197)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of VENDORS for 2006 STREET MAINTENANCE MATERIALS, as Outlined. (New Communication)

Council Member Grayeb moved to approve vendors for 2006 Street Maintenance Materials as outlined; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Council Member Gulley distributed a copy of the City Code regarding the Affirmative Action Requirement for Contracts with the City and a copy of notice to bidders to all members of the Council.  He said each bidder should agree to submit to the City upon request statistical data concerning employee composition or membership composition on race, color, sex and job description.  He said he did not know if this information was included in the bid. He said it was a part of compliance for the EEO policy.  He requested that all bidders supply this information in the future.  He said this would be a way to determine if contractors or vendors were making a good faith effort to include minorities and females in their operations. 
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Council Member Gulley said the Administration should monitor and make certain that any vendor who conducted business with the City of Peoria had EEO certification. 

Council Member Sandberg said that public policy made it the responsibility of all City Staff members, who worked with contractors, to make certain vendors were EEO certified.

City Manager Oliver reported that the City had adopted no standards regarding demographics of the workforce.

Council Member Gulley said the only projects in the City of Peoria that carried EEO goals were construction projects.  He requested that the City comply with the same rules with the vendors.  

Council Member Grayeb requested a report back on what statistical data concerning employee composition or membership composition was requested in the bidding process.
City Manager Oliver said he would respond in the City Manager’s Issues Update in the next week.

Motion to approve vendors for 2006 Street Maintenance Materials as outlined was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

(06-194)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of a RESOLUTION Amending Resolution No. 00-117-A SETTING FEES for the PEORIA COMBINED AND SANITARY SEWER DISTRICT from 0.2629/CCF to 0.4839/CCF for the Property Owners who, While Owning Property in the City of Peoria, are Directly Served by Sanitary Sewer Lines Owned by the City of Peoria; In General, the Portion of the City Served by City-Owned Sewer Lines is the Central, East and West Bluff Areas South of War Memorial Drive Along with Both the North and South Valley Areas, with the Net Impact on the Cost of Sewer Service for Those Served by City-Owned Sewer Lines will be Neutral.
Council Member Turner moved to reconsider the vote taken at the April 11, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting regarding the Resolution amending Resolution No. 00-117-A setting fees for the Peoria Combined and Sanitary Sewer District from 0.2629/CCF to 0.4839/CCF for the property owners who, while owning property in the City of Peoria, are directly served by sanitary sewer lines owned by the City of Peoria; in general, the portion of the City served by City-owned sewer lines in the Central, East and West Bluff Areas South of War Memorial Drive along with both the North and South Valley areas, with the net impact on the cost of sewer service for those served by City-owned sewer lines will be neutral; seconded by Council Member Manning.  
Motion to reconsider the vote was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
Clerk’s Note:  The motion before the Council at this time would be to approve the Resolution amending Resolution No. 00-117-A.

27477                                    CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS                                APRIL 18, 2006
Council Member Nichting moved to defer this item until the April 25, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Morris.

Motion to defer this item until April 25, 2006, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
NEW BUSINESS

COMMENTS Regarding the EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS SEMINAR
Mayor Ardis announced that an Emergency Preparedness Seminar would be held on April 22, 2006, from 10:00 A.M. until 1:00 P.M. at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, at 3700 W. Reservoir, and he invited the public to attend.  He said this topic would also be covered by the “Inside the City” program, which would air on May 4th and May 18th at 6:30 P.M. on Cable Channel 22.  He said guests would be Assistant Fire Chief and ESDA Director Kent Tomblin and the Director of the Red Cross Ann Fox.
CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

(06-220)
Request for CITIZENS to ADDRESS the CITY COUNCIL Regarding VARIOUS ISSUES.
Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those citizens wishing to 

address the City Council. 

Mr. Richard Mitchell, 1619 N. New York Avenue, said his East Bluff neighborhood had been working to clean up their neighborhood and deal with crime issues, and he felt they were making progress.  He expressed concern that School District #150 had proposed to locate a school near Glen Oak Park and would be taking a portion of park property.  He pointed out the School District planned to buy homes and businesses which were currently paying property taxes to the City.  He said citizens would be living with these decisions for the next 100 years.  He urged the Council to work with the School District to find another location for a school in the East Bluff.  

Ms. Carrie Alms, 1005 Perry Avenue, expressed her appreciation for the assistance of Council Member Manning in resolving the YWCA issue.  She expressed concern regarding the proposed location of the new school in the East Bluff and she spoke against the idea of building a new school in Morton Square Park.  She said Morton Square Park was in the National Historic District and the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency would need to be involved in any changes proposed for Morton Square Park. 

Mr. Tony Ripp, 304 E. Thrush, said he was encouraged by the monitoring of his neighborhood by the Peoria Police Department to deter loitering and disturbances.  He said a Police Officer indicated that tickets would be written to deter these problems to enhance quality of life issues.  Mr. Ripp also spoke in support of adoption of the proposed noise Ordinance that would be coming before the Council soon.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

It was determined that an Executive Session was not needed.
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ADJOURNMENT

Council Member Spears moved to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Manning.
Approved by viva voce vote.

The Council Meeting adjourned at 9:50 P.M.  

___________________________             

Mary L. Haynes, MMC, City Clerk
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