                                                 CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS                                       27347                                      

: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS:

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, January 24, 2006, a City Council Meeting was held this date at 6:18 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, Mayor Jim Ardis presiding.

ROLL CALL

Roll call showed the following Council Members present: Gulley, Grayeb, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;  Absent: None.

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Ardis requested a moment of silent prayer or silent reflection, and he then led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS, ETC.

PROCLAMATION: 
PEORIA AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE:  COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP SCHOOL

PROCLAMATION: 
CENTRAL ILLINOIS HOMEOWNERSHIP COALITION FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES DAY - JANUARY 24, 2006

MINUTES

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on January 17, 2006 and the Executive Sessions held on January 10 and 17, 2006; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

WELCOME TO LOCAL DIGNITARIES

Mayor Ardis welcomed former City Council Member James Polk, School District #150 School Board President Alicia Butler, and City Treasurer Reginald Willis to the meeting.
PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OF PEORIA

(06-031)
PRESENTATION by CITY MANAGER RANDY OLIVER of the 2005 GOALS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

City Manager Randy Oliver discussed accomplishments made in the Police Department regarding staffing, implementation of Automated Vehicle Locator System, and electronic handhelds for parking tickets.  He also discussed LED traffic light replacement, the Museum Square Project, Physicians’ Building on the Medical School Campus, annexation of 775 acres of property in Growth Cell One-A, business retention visits, implementation of the Stream Buffer Ordinance, streamlining of building permits, use of laptops for Code Enforcement Officers, hiring of a new Police Chief, a new Economic Development Director and a new Assistant City Manager.  He discussed the ability to pay property taxes online, City of Peoria streamline video, the implementation of placing names of Johns on the web and installing shaming signs on blighted properties.  He closed by discussing increased cooperation with Peoria School District #150.  
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Council Member Nichting moved to receive and file the presentation by City Manager Randy 

Oliver of the 2005 goals and accomplishments; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,  

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 11;

Nays:
None.

CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE, for the City of 

Peoria, with Recommendations as Outlined:

(06-032)
NOTICE OF LAWSUIT Filed on Behalf of JAMES and JAYNE 
BENCKENDORF Regarding a Complaint for Replevin Against Michael and Rhonda Morrow and the Peoria Animal Welfare Shelter Regarding Ownership of a Dog, with Recommendation to Receive and File and Refer to the Legal Department.
(06-033)
Communication from the City Manager and Fire Chief Requesting Approval to PURCHASE THIRTEEN COMPLETE SETS of SCBA EQUIPMENT (Harness, Pac Alert, Air Cylinder) and EIGHT SPARE AIR CYLINDERS from GLOBAL MES, in the Amount of $39,810.00.
(06-034)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of FLEET REPLACEMENT of ELEVEN POLICE PATROL CARS, Plus TWO POLICE PATROL CARS, Replacing Two Cars that were Totaled, from MILES CHEVROLET per the State of Illinois Contract, in the Amount of $234,126.23, and the FLEET REPLACEMENT of NINE INTERMEDIATE POLICE DETECTIVE CARS from DENNISON CORPORATION per the State of Illinois Contract, in the Amount of $114,440.00.
(06-035)         Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 

Requesting Approval of STATE MFT FUNDING RESOLUTION NO. 06-035 for CONTRACTUAL WORK, in the Amount of $170,000.00.
(06-036)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of STATE MFT MAINTENANCE FUNDING RESOLUTION NO. 06-036 for MFT TRAFFIC SIGNAL ENERGY, in the Amount of $45,000.00, and MFT STREET LIGHT ENERGY, in the Amount of $95,000.00.
(06-037)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director /Comptroller Requesting Adoption of RESOLUTION NO. 06-037 Declaring OFFICIAL INTENT Regarding CERTAIN CAPITAL EXPENDITURES to be REIMBURSED from the PROCEEDS of an OBLIGATION.
(06-038)
Communication from the City Manager and City Treasurer Requesting Approval of RESOLUTION NO. 06-038 ADOPTING an INVESTMENT POLICY for the CITY OF PEORIA.
(06-039)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  *
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE, Amending Ordinance 15,473, RENAMING the PEORIA MEDICAL AND TECHNOLOGY DISTRICT to RENAISSANCE PARK.
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Mayor Ardis questioned if the Council wanted any of the Consent Agenda items removed for further discussion.

Council Member Gulley requested that Item No. 06-039 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Grayeb moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Spears.

Item Nos. 06-032 through 06-039 (excluding Item No. 06-039 which was removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion) were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Gulley, Grayeb, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

(06-039)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 

  *
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE, Amending Ordinance No. 15,473, RENAMING the PEORIA MEDICAL AND TECHNOLOGY DISTRICT to RENAISSANCE PARK.
Council Member Gulley expressed concern that the proposed Ordinance referred to an Exhibit “A,” but it was not included.
Corporation Counsel Randy Ray explained that the proposed Ordinance amended another portion of the Ordinance and did not amend Exhibit “A” and did not affect the boundaries of the District.  He distributed a copy of Exhibit “A” to all members of the Council for clarification.  

Council Member Sandberg said it was his understanding that after the Med-Tech Ordinance had been approved, there were some problems with the boundaries that were defined because some residential properties were to have been left out of the boundaries.  He questioned what the status was regarding those few parcels, which were to have been left out of the boundaries of the Med-Tech District.

Corporation Counsel Ray said he would be reviewing this situation, and he would report back.

Council Member Van Auken moved to adopt the Ordinance, amending Ordinance No. 15,473, renaming the Peoria Medical and Technology District to Renaissance Park; seconded by Council Member Morris.

City Manager Randy Oliver pointed out there would be a certain amount of due diligence required to determine that a certain boundary could be expanded upon, and that work would be performed by the Planning Staff.  
Council Member Sandberg said, before any due diligence or expansion was conducted, that the necessary reductions be made to only include the areas and properties who’s owners wanted to be included initially.  
Motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 15,880, amending Ordinance No. 15,473, renaming the Peoria Medical and Technology District to Renaissance Park was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 11;

Nays:
None.
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(06-040)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel with Staff Recommendation to DENY the CONSENT to DISCONNECT CERTAIN REAL ESTATE, Commonly Known as 2207 WEST FARMINGTON ROAD, Owned by the Crusen Land Trust from the City of Peoria for the Purpose of Annexing to the City of West Peoria OR if the Council Wishes to Grant the Petition, the Council Will Need to ADOPT the ORDINANCE Allowing for the DISCONNECTION of the Property.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Van Auken moved to defer this item until the February 7, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Gulley.
Council Member Sandberg requested that during the next several weeks, he would like to have information regarding when and why the property at 2207 West Farmington Road was annexed into the City of Peoria initially.  He said this was the only property located west of Park Road that was in the City limits.
Council Member Turner expressed concern that owners of other properties currently in the City limits, which were located on the edge of the City, would make requests for disconnection, if the City allowed this property to be disconnected from the City of Peoria.  He said he felt the request by the Petitioner to disconnect the property on Farmington Road should be denied by the Council.
Motion to defer this item until the February 7, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 7;

Nays:
Grayeb, Morris, Turner - 3;

Abstention:  Jacob - 1.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(06-026) 
A.
Communication from Council Member Nichting Requesting 

RECONSIDERATION OF THE MOTION TO DEFER ITEM NO. 06-026 Regarding OPTION AGREEMENT with SELECT MEDICAL CORPORATION, LLC., for the PURCHASE of CITY-OWNED PROPERTY, (Bordered by Hightower, R.B. Garrett, and Richard Pryor Way), in the Amount of $714,384.00.

Council Member Nichting moved to reconsider the motion made at the January 17, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting to defer Item No. 06-026 regarding the option agreement with Select Medical Corporation, LLC., for the purchase of City-owned property, (bordered by Hightower, R.B. Garrett, and Richard Pryor Way), in the amount of $714,384.00; seconded by Council Member Sandberg.
Motion to reconsider Item No. 06-026 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,  

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 11;

Nays:
None.

Clerk’s Note:  Motion on the Floor following this vote would be the motion to defer Item No. 

06-026 until the February 7, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting.
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Motion to defer Item No. 06-026 regarding the option agreement with Select Medical Corporation, LLC., for the purchase of City-owned property, (bordered by Hightower, R.B. Garrett, and Richard Pryor Way), in the amount of $714,384.00 was DEFEATED by roll call vote.

Yeas:
None;

Nays:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 11.

B.
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic Development Requesting Authorization to Enter into an OPTION AGREEMENT with SELECT MEDICAL CORPORATION, LLC., for the PURCHASE of CITY-OWNED PROPERTY (Bordered by Hightower, R.B. Garrett, and Richard Pryor Way), in the Amount of $714,384.00, and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute the Necessary Documents.

Council Member Gulley moved to enter into an Option Agreement with Select Medical Corporation, LLC., for the purchase of City-owned property, (bordered by Hightower, 
R.B. Garrett, and Richard Pryor Way), in the amount of $714,384.00, and to authorize the City Manager to execute the necessary documents; seconded by Council Member Turner.
In discussion with Council Member Sandberg, City Manager Oliver confirmed that the commission would be 7% of the amount of the sale.

Council Member Sandberg expressed concern that he felt the purchase price was too low.  He said that $4.00 a square foot was the highest amount that had been offered in Southtown to date, and it would not match the $5.00 a square foot paid for the two-acre parcel, which was located adjacent to the proposed property.  He also expressed concern that there was no reference to new urbanism in the proposed document.  He urged the Council to vote against the proposed project because he did not feel it was the highest and best use of the land.

In discussion with Council Member Gulley, City Manager Oliver stated there would be no redevelopment agreement with the City of Peoria.

Motion to enter into an Option Agreement with Select Medical Corporation, LLC., for the purchase of City-owned property, (bordered by Hightower, R.B. Garrett, and Richard Pryor Way), in the amount of $714,384.00, and authorize the City Manager to execute the necessary documents was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Turner,  Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 10;

Nays:
Sandberg - 1.

NEW BUSINESS

CONGRATULATIONS Regarding CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT FOR EXCELLENCE IN FINANCIAL REPORTING
Council Member Van Auken said the Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada selected the City of Peoria’s Finance Department to receive the Certificate for Excellence in Financial Reporting.  She congratulated City Manager Randy Oliver and Finance Director/Comptroller Jim Scroggins and his Staff on this achievement and for an outstanding job.

City Manager Oliver said the City’s bond rating was currently at AA.
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UPDATE Regarding PROGRESS of CHAMPAIGN-URBANA and OTHER CITIES Who Were PURSUING LEGISLATION AGAINST ILLINOIS AMERICAN WATER COMPANY
Council Member Grayeb referred to the Council’s decision not to proceed with participation in hiring the firm of Clark-Dietz to assist with a possibility of purchasing the Illinois American Water Company and working to ensure that entities affected had the right of first refusal.  He requested that the City Manager provide an update to the Council regarding activities of those who had continued the endeavor.

City Manager Oliver said, since there was no cost, the City of Peoria had continued to be included in the communication loop.  He said there had been a number of letters sent out by Illinois American Water Company to other entities, similar to the letters sent to the City of Peoria.  He said the other entities would proceed on their own to seek legislation to remedy the situation.  He noted that Champaign-Urbana had filed a formal notice with the Illinois Commerce Commission relating to problems with water quality.

Council Member Grayeb said the Champaign-Urbana area had been subjected to five different boil orders just last summer.  

In further discussion with Council Member Grayeb regarding legislation drafted by a State Lawmaker in New Lenox, City Manager Oliver said the legislation would require some modification and some other bills were being introduced.       
UPDATE Regarding the DEMOLITION of VACANT HOUSING in NEIGHBORHOODS
Council Member Jacob requested an update regarding the City’s ability and expediency in demolishing vacant housing in neighborhoods.  He expressed concern that these properties were disruptive to the neighborhoods.  He questioned if there had been any improvements in the process.

City Manager Randy Oliver said there were still four properties from 2004 that the Courts had not taken action on for a variety of reasons to allow demolition.  He said the Legal Department had committed to seeing those properties being taken care by the end of April, 2006.  He explained the difficulties in determining who was responsible for the property, which made certified mail almost impossible.  He added that many people neglected to claim their certified mail on a normal basis, so it usually required several weeks for the City to receive notice from the Post Office that attempts at delivery had failed.  

City Manager Oliver said the Legal Department indicated, under State law, that the notice requirement would include serving notice by regular mail or by publication.  He said this would require a change in the policy. He said the City would have to show the Court the City had made all good faith efforts to serve the proper party regarding the property.  

Council Member Sandberg expressed concern regarding the delays and timeliness of notification.
ANNOUNCEMENT Regarding the CONNECTIONS SOCIAL GATHERING on FEBRUARY 3, 2006, for a Group of POLICY MAKERS in the Area 

City Clerk Mary Haynes reminded the Council they were invited to attend the Connections social gathering at the Water House on Water Street at 5:00 P.M. on Friday, February 3, 2006.  She said the event would be hosted by Mr. Pat Sullivan of Kelleher’s, Rizzi’s on State, and Mr. Andrew Driscol.  City Clerk Haynes encouraged everyone to stay for the entertainment following the event.
JANUARY 24, 2006                             CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS                           27353                                      

UPDATE Regarding the RECOVERY of SHERIFF MIKE McCOY and ELMWOOD COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT 322 SUPERINTENDENT TOM KAHN 
Mayor Ardis reported that both Sheriff McCoy and Superintendent Kahn had been released from the hospital and continued their recovery at their homes.  He said both sent their thanks for all the thoughts and prayers from people in the community.

CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

(06-041)
Request for CITIZENS to ADDRESS the CITY COUNCIL Regarding VARIOUS ISSUES.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those citizens wishing to address the City Council. 
Mr. Severino Sierra, 1708 S. Stanley, expressed concern regarding the poor condition of sidewalks around schools in his area of the City, and he expressed further concern that children walking in the area could be endangered if the sidewalks were not repaired.  He said there were further safety concerns when utility workers blocked the streets, and he suggested that they use a flagman to assist with safety.  He requested that the Police concentrate on doing a better job of monitoring speeding and other traffic violations in the South side of Peoria.

Mayor Ardis requested that Mr. Neal Johnson, spokesman for AmerenCilco, who was present in the audience, and Director of Public Works Steve Van Winkle meet with Mr. Sierra and determine the locations he had referred to so these problem areas could be corrected.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

(06-042)
Requesting Approval of a Motion for the City Council to go into 

EXECUTIVE SESSION to Discuss 2(c)(1)  The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee to determine its validity; and 2(c)(11)  Litigation, when an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that such an action is probable or imminent. 

Council Member Van Auken moved for the City Council to go into Executive Session to discuss 2(c)(1)  The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee to determine its validity; and 2(c)(11)  Litigation, when an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that such an action is probable or imminent; seconded by Council Member Manning.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Grayeb, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 11;

Nays:
None.
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ADJOURNMENT

Council Member Spears moved to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Manning.
Approved by viva voce vote.

The Council Meeting adjourned at 8:04 P.M.  

________________________________
Mary L. Haynes, MMC








City Clerk, Peoria, IL
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