                             JOINT CITY COUNCIL & TOWN BOARD PROCEEDINGS
             27331                                          

: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS:

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, January 10, 2006, a Joint Meeting of the City Council and Town Board of Trustees of the City of Peoria was held this date at 6:20 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, Mayor Jim Ardis presiding.

ROLL CALL

Roll call showed the following Council Members present: Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;  Absent: None.

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Ardis requested a moment of silent prayer or silent reflection, and he then led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS, ETC.

PRESENTATION:
2005 ENVIRONMENTAL HERO AWARD to the CITY OF PEORIA

Mayor Ardis said Council Member Nichting traveled to Chicago on December 29, 2005, to accept the 2005 Environmental Hero Award on behalf of the City of Peoria presented by Illinois Lt. Governor Pat Quinn.
Council Member Nichting said the award was for the City’s Stream Buffer Ordinance to address erosion issues in the community by minimizing erosion going into the Illinois River. He thanked Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes, Senior Urban Planner Leah Allison, Senior Urban Planner Jim Martin, City Engineer Gene Hewitt, Senior Civil Engineer Jane Gerdes, Permit Engineer Ken Andriasage, and the Planning Commission.  He said Peoria was the first City to be recognized by the Governor’s office statewide with this award.  He said he felt other cities would model their own stream buffer ordinances after Peoria’s Ordinance. He presented the award to Mayor Ardis and to the City of Peoria.
Mr. Bob Wilkins, representing developers in Peoria, explained how the Stream Buffer Ordinance was streamlined.  He commended the City Staff’s extensive work on the Ordinance to make it more useable.  He thanked the City Staff for listening to those who were involved.  He added it was a great process of the Government working with the public.
MINUTES

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on December 20, 2005, and the Executive Sessions held on December 13 and 20, 2005; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,  

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 11;

Nays:
None.
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PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – TOWN OF THE CITY OF PEORIA

(06-001)
ADMINISTERING OATH OF OFFICE OF ASSESSOR to BONNIE D. GAVIN
City Clerk Mary Haynes administered the Oath of Office of Assessor to Ms. Bonnie D. Gavin, who would begin serving her second term of Office. 
Assessor Bonnie D. Gavin said she enjoyed her job and she liked serving the taxpayers in Peoria Township, and she was excited to begin her second term of Office.  She said she was ready for the challenges and responsibilities of assessing over 44,000 pieces of property in Peoria Township at fair market value.  She said the Assessor did not assess taxes.  She explained the Assessor appraised properties and put a value on properties according to the State of Illinois and the current market.  She said she would continue to listen to taxpayers’ concerns about their properties, and she wanted to make sure all homeowners received the exemptions they were entitled to on their tax bills.  She thanked her Staff for their skill, experience and knowledge, and their dedication to the taxpayers.  She thanked Township Clerk Mary Haynes, Township Collector Reginald Willis, and Township Supervisor Joe Whalen for their support in the past.  She especially thanked her husband and those who had been instrumental in her life over the past four years.

Council Member Nichting requested that Assessor Gavin’s comments be placed upon the permanent Record.

No objections were heard.   
WELCOME TO DIGNITARIES

Mayor Ardis welcomed Springfield Mayor Tim Davlin, former County Board Member Jeff Lickiss, and City Treasurer Reginald Willis. 
PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OF PEORIA
(06-002)
PRESENTATION by CONVERSE MARKETING Regarding the FINALIZED MARKETING MATERIALS for RENAISSANCE PARK.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Mr. Jason Sales of Converse Marketing.

Mr. Jason Salyer, representing Converse Marketing, discussed the research that went into this project, how the decision was made to change the name of the Med-Tech District to Renaissance Park, and he discussed the vision for the area. He explained that input from the neighborhoods was used in selecting the new name and the same input was used to select banners that would be displayed on Main Street.  He further discussed the development of the brochures, logos, and the web site.  

Following some brief comments, Council Member Van Auken moved to receive and file the presentation; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Council Member Gulley expressed concern regarding how quickly the marketing was moving forward.  He questioned if the motion to receive and file would allow Converse Marketing to place the brochure, etc. on the web site.
Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Ms. Karla Dennhardt.
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Ms. Karla Dennhardt, Chair of Renaissance Park Commission, said the intent of the presentation was for the Council to view the brochure and marketing materials prior to them being printed.  She said the brochure was close to going to print, and any proposed changes should be submitted as soon as possible so the Commission could still meet their deadlines.  

Ms. Jane Converse, 1125 Main Street, further explained the development of the brochure.

Council Member Gulley expressed concern that the medical piece of the project would not be lost in the message of the brochure.  He said he wanted to continue to make sure that the future opportunity for business growth would not be lost in the name change.  He said, in the beginning, there was a great deal of controversy regarding where the boundaries of the District were placed, and he said it had been suggested that there was an area in the First District that had not been included.  He said it would be a mistake to move forward without including the other areas of the City that needed recognition.  
Ms. Dennhardt said these suggestions would be taken into consideration at the next Commission meeting.  She said great detail was taken in not forming a specific boundary. She said the boundaries were open and flowing to include areas that were not located in the Med-Tech District, but was an asset and contributed to the Med-Tech District.  
Council Member Gulley requested that those medical facilities on Kumpf Boulevard, John Gwynn Avenue, and over to MacArthur be included also.  

Mr. Salyer said the web site would be an excellent location to specifically outline and highlight all the details of the area.  He said he felt the marketing materials needed to be more concise.

Council Member Sandberg referred to the Columbia Terrace North area on the map and he said Columbia Terrace did not have a boulevard.  He said the map may need to be changed to reference the Armstrong-Ellis area. 

Motion to receive and file the presentation was approved by roll call vote.
Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 11;

Nays:
None.

CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS  VOTE, for the City of Peoria, 

with Recommendations as Outlined:

(06-003)
Communication from the City Manager and Fire Chief Requesting Approval to PURCHASE TWO ADMINISTRATIVE CHIEF/EMERGENCY RESPONSE VEHICLES from MILES CHEVROLET, INC., in the Amount of $41,228.00, under the 2006 State of Illinois Bid.
(06-004)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic Development with Recommendation from the Loan Review Committee to APPROVE a $150,000 BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT FUND LOAN to SCSI, L.L.C. for Capital Equipment Acquisition and Business Expansion Located at 1515 N. BROADWAY STREET, and Authorize the City Manager to Execute the Necessary Documents.
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(06-005)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic Development Requesting Approval of a SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT with HELEN ULEVITCH, in an Additional Amount of $130,800.00 for a Total Amount of $270,000.00, for Property Located within the MUSEUM SQUARE PROJECT SITE.
(06-006)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting 
  *
Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending CHAPTER 28 of the Code of the City of Peoria Relating to VIOLATIONS of PARKING SPACES DESIGNATED for PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES, Raising the Minimum Fine per State Statute to $250.00, with a Maximum Fine to $350.00, and Providing for a $500.00 Fine for a Person Not Having a Disability who Uses Disability Plates or Decals to Exercise Parking Privileges in a Space Reserved for a Person with Disabilities.
(06-007)
REPORT of the CITY TREASURER, REGINALD A. WILLIS, for the MONTH of NOVEMBER, 2005, with Recommendation to Receive and File.
Mayor Ardis questioned if the Council wanted any of the Consent Agenda items removed for further discussion.

Council Member Grayeb requested that Item No. 06-006 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Grayeb moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Nichting.
Item Nos. 06-003 through 06-007 (excluding Item No. 06-006 which was removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion) were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Gulley, Grayeb, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

(06-006)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting 

  *
Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending CHAPTER 28 of the Code of the City of Peoria Relating to VIOLATIONS of PARKING SPACES DESIGNATED for PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES, Raising the Minimum Fine per State Statute to $250.00, with a Maximum Fine to $350.00, and Providing for a $500.00 Fine for a Person Not Having a Disability who Uses Disability Plates or Decals to Exercise Parking Privileges in a Space Reserved for a Person with Disabilities.
Corporation Counsel Randy Ray distributed a replacement Ordinance to all members of the City Council.

Council Member Grayeb moved to adopt the replacement Ordinance amending Chapter 28 of the Code of the City of Peoria relating to violations of parking spaces designated for persons with disabilities, raising the minimum fine per State Statute to $250.00, with a maximum fine to $350.00, and providing for a $500.00 fine for a person not having a disability who uses disability plates or decals to exercise parking privileges in a space reserved for a person with disabilities; seconded by Council Member Nichting.
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Motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 15,874 amending Chapter 28 of the Code of the City of Peoria relating to violations of parking spaces designated for persons with disabilities, raising the minimum fine per State Statute to $250.00, with a maximum fine to $350.00, and providing for a $500.00 fine for a person not having a disability who uses disability plates or decals to exercise parking privileges in a space reserved for a person with disabilities.
Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 11;

Nays:
None.

(06-008)
Communication from the City Manager and Police Chief Requesting Approval of a SOLE SOURCE PURCHASE of TWENTY-NINE (29) STOP STICK TIRE-DEFLATION DEVICES, Including TWO (2) TRAINING KITS, from STOP TECH, LTD, in the Amount of $10,796.50.
Council Member Grayeb moved to approve a Sole Source Purchase of Twenty-Nine (29) Stop

Stick Tire-Deflation Devices, including Two (2) Training Kits, from Stop Tech Ltd, in the 

Amount of $10,796.50; seconded by Council Member Jacob.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,  

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 11;

Nays:
None.

(06-009)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Proposing the ESTABLISHMENT of GROWTH CELL 1-A SPECIAL SERVICE AREA, Proposing the ISSUANCE of BONDS, in an Amount Not to Exceed $6 Million, for the Purpose of Paying the Cost of Providing Special Services in and for Such Area, and SETTING a PUBLIC HEARING for FEBRUARY 14, 2006, at 6:15 P.M.
Council Member Nichting moved to adopt an Ordinance proposing the Establishment of Growth 
Cell 1-A Special Service Area, proposing the Issuance of Bonds, in an amount not to exceed $6 
Million, for the purpose of paying the cost of providing Special Services in and for such area, and 
setting a Public Hearing for February 14, 2006, at 6:15 P.M.; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO.15,875, and to set a Public Hearing for February 14, 2006, at 6:15 P.M., was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,  

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 11;

Nays:
None.

ed Bus-UNFINISHED BUSINESS

It was determined there was no Unfinished Business.
NEW BUSINESS

It was determined there was no New Business.
CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

(06-010)
Request for CITIZENS to ADDRESS the CITY COUNCIL Regarding VARIOUS ISSUES.
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Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those citizens wishing to address the City Council.

Mr. Calvin Pettitt, 2220 W. Krause Avenue, gave a brief explanation regarding a situation that resulted in him going to the County Jail on Christmas Eve to pick up his son where Mr. Pettit said he was also arrested because of a 1991 fine that had not been paid.  He expressed concern regarding how the entire situation had been handled.  He said that the case was determined to be unfounded by the Court and $100.00 of his money was returned to him.  He said that $18.00 and a special and valuable coin was not returned to him.  He expressed concern regarding the incident and how this could have happened.  He requested a written apology from the County Jail.

Mayor Ardis urged Mr. Pettit to contact County Sheriff Mike McCoy to review this situation because Sheriff McCoy was in charge of the Peoria County Jail.

Mr. Jeff Lickiss, 907 W. Stratford Drive, relayed information regarding an automobile accident his daughter was involved and injured in at the intersection of Forrest Hill and University Streets.  He expressed concern that the decrease in personnel at Fire Station #11 because of budget reductions resulted in a delay in extricating his daughter from her vehicle before her injury could be treated.  He proposed several options for the Council to consider so that Fire Station #11 could be returned to full service to the community.  

Ms. Levetta Ricca, President of Olde Towne South Neighborhood Association, expressed concern regarding the continuing decline of her neighborhood due to businesses not keeping their properties in good repair, litter, vacant lots, boarded-up properties, weeds, prostitution, corner drug deals, and other undesirable activities.   
EXECUTIVE SESSION

(06-011)
Requesting Approval of a Motion for the City Council to go into EXECUTIVE 

SESSION to Discuss 2(c)(2)  Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their representatives, or deliberations concern salary schedules for one or more classes of employees; 2(c)(6)  The setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body; and 2(c)(11)  Litigation, when an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that such an action is probable or imminent.

Council Member Spears moved for the City Council to go into Executive Session to discuss 2(c)(2)  Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their representatives, or deliberations concern salary schedules for one or more classes of employees; 2(c)(6)  The setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body; and 2(c)(11)  Litigation, when an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that such an action is probable or imminent; seconded by Council Member Grayeb.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner,  

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 11;

Nays:
None.
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ADJOURNMENT

Council Member Spears moved to adjourn the Joint City Council & Town Board Meeting; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by viva voce vote.

The Joint City Council and Town Board of Trustees Meeting adjourned at 7:37 P.M.

__________________________                                                          

Mary L. Haynes, MMC

City Clerk, Peoria, IL
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