-12-


                                                   CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS                                      27364                                      

: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS:

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, February 14, 2006, a City Council Meeting was held this date at 6:15 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, Mayor Jim Ardis presiding.

 Meeting

ROLL CALL

Roll call showed the following Council Members present: Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 9;  Absent: Grayeb, Turner - 2.
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Ardis requested a moment of silent prayer or silent reflection, and then he led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS, ETC.

COMMENDATION: 
CITY OF PEORIA POLICE DEPARTMENT: SGT. JERRY BAINTER and



OFFICER DAVE BUCHANAN

MINUTES

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting and Executive Sessions held on February 7, 2006, as printed; seconded by Council Member Morris.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, 
Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None.

PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OF PEORIA
(06-065)
PUBLIC HEARING Regarding Proposed Establishment of GROWTH CELL



1-A SPECIAL SERVICE AREA.

Council Member Nichting moved to open the Public Hearing regarding the proposed establishment of Growth Cell 1-A Special Service Area; seconded by Council Member Jacob.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None.

Mayor Ardis opened the Public Hearing for public comment at 6:25 P.M. 
City Manager Randy Oliver said the City annexed approximately 775 acres into the City and these were properties and parcels which would be additional tax revenue for the City.  He said there were approximately $6 million of improvements that would be funded for Radnor and Wilhelm Roads.  He said this would include a bridge to be built on Wilhelm Road that would improve the delivery of emergency services in that area.  He said the development agreement that was negotiated and approved by Council called for 50% of the property tax revenues from the City to be used to fund these improvements, and 100% of the revenues from the County property tax to fund these improvements.  
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City Manager Oliver said the purpose of the Public Hearing was to establish a Special Service Area in the event that these revenues fell short.  He noted that no other tax revenues or other revenues from the City would be used, other than those revenues generated by these properties, to retire and pay this debt.  He said the construction work would begin this coming construction season and it was anticipated that a large portion of the work would be finished by the end of the construction season.           

Ms. Sandra Birdsall, 124 S. W. Adams, Attorney for the developers and property owners in Growth Cell 1A, said she wanted the record to reflect that all the developers and land owners were in favor of the Special Service Area that was being established and they looked forward to the finalization of the bond transactions. 
Following a third call for public comment, and after Mayor Ardis determined no one wished to address the Council regarding this issue, Council Member Nichting moved to close the Public Hearing; seconded by Council Member Morris. 

Motion to close the Public Hearing was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None.

The Public Hearing closed at 6:31 P.M.

PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OF PEORIA

CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE, for the City of 

Peoria, with Recommendations as Outlined:

(06-066)
TAG DAY REQUEST by THE AMERICAN LEGION, PEORIA POST #2, to Hold Their ANNUAL POPPY DAY and Distribute Poppies for donations on THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2006, Between 11:00 A.M. and 1:30 P.M., with a Rain Date of Friday, May 19, 2006. (Dates are open.)
(06-067)
TAG DAY REQUEST by the SOUTH-WEST KIWANIS OF PEORIA to Hold Their ANNUAL PEANUT DAYS FUNDRAISER on THURSDAY, FRIDAY, and SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER 28, 29, and 30, 2006.  (Dates are open.)
(06-068) 
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  *
Requesting Approval of a REVISED INTERSECTION DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT Between LFH-100, SUD FAMILY LIMITED PARTNERSHIP, and the CITY OF PEORIA, with the Amount of Financing Changed from $650,000 to $750,000, and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute the Revised Agreement.
(06-069)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Approval of an INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT Between the CITY OF PEORIA and the PEORIA PARK DISTRICT for Property Located at the NW CORNER of WILHELM ROAD and ALLEN ROAD, and the NE CORNER of WILHELM ROAD and RADNOR ROAD (Commonly Known as Growth Cell 1A), and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute the Necessary Documents.
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(06-070) 
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Approval of an INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT Between the CITY OF PEORIA and THE GREATER PEORIA SANITARY AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL DISTRICT for Property Located in the NW 1/4 and SW 1/4 of SECTION 30 of MEDINA TOWNSHIP, and the NE 1/4, SE 1/4, and SW 1/4 of SECTION 25, and the N 1/2 of the NE 1/4 of SECTION 36 of RADNOR TOWNSHIP, Excepting the Trails Edge Subdivision and Trails Edge Condominiums, and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute the Necessary Documents.
(06-071) 
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel
  **
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending CHAPTER 17 of the Code of the City of Peoria Relating to COMPLAINTS OF DISCRIMINATION.
(06-072) 
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 15,886 ABATING the TAX Heretofore LEVIED TO PAY PRINCIPAL OF and INTEREST ON GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 1997A, 1998A, B, C, D, E & F, 1999A, 2000A, B & C, 2001A, B, C & D, 2002A & B, 2003A & B, 2004B & C, and 2005B Issued by the City of Peoria.
(06-073) 
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 15,887 Amending the BUDGET OF THE CITY OF PEORIA for FISCAL YEAR 2006 Relating to the OVERALL REDUCTION in FEDERAL GRANT AWARDS (Community Development Block Grant), HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIP ACT GRANT, and EMERGENCY SHELTER GRANT.
(06-074) 
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 
  ***
Growth Management Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Granting a SPECIAL USE in a Class R-3 (Single Family Residential) District for a PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING for Property Located at 2114 W. RICHWOODS BOULEVARD, with Conditions.
(06-075)  
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 15,888 Amending APPENDIX B of the Code of the City of Peoria Relating to ZONING for VARIOUS TEXT ADJUSTMENTS to Allow ART GALLERIES/ARTIST STUDIOS in the C-1 District.
(06-076)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Approval of the GUIDELINES for the 2006 RESIDENTIAL SECURITY ALLEY LIGHTING PROGRAM.
(06-077)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 
  ****
Growth Management Requesting Approval of the GUIDELINES for the 2006 ROOF REPAIR PROGRAM, MINOR REPAIR PROGRAM, EMERGENCY REPAIR PROGRAM, ADOPT-A-RAMP PROGRAM, and DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, as Outlined.
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(06-078)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Approval to REVISE the GUIDELINES for the HOME IMPROVEMENT LOAN PROGRAM (HILP), as Outlined.
(06-079)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning  Growth Management Requesting Approval of the GUIDELINES for the 2006 PAINT PROGRAM, as Outlined.
(06-080)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 
  *****
Growth Management Requesting Approval of the REVISED NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER GRANT POLICY, as Outlined.  (Refer to Item No. 05-076)
(06-081) 
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  *****
Requesting Approval of the ISSUANCE of a CLASS "H" TEMPORARY 
  *
OUTDOOR LIQUOR LICENSE for ST. MARK'S MEN'S CLUB on APRIL 29, 2006, at 406 N.E. MONROE.
Mayor Ardis questioned if the Council wanted any of the Consent Agenda items removed for further discussion.

Council Member Spears requested that Item No.06-074 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Gulley requested that Item No.06-071 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Manning requested that Item No.06-080 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Sandberg requested that Item No.06-068 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Jacob requested that Item Nos. 06-077 and 06-081 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Manning.
Item Nos. 06-066 through 06-081(excluding Item Nos. 06-068, 06-071, 06-074, 06-077, 06-080, and 06-081, which were removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion) were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None.

(06-068) 
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 

  *
Requesting Approval of a REVISED INTERSECTION DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT Between LFH-100, SUD FAMILY LIMITED PARTNERSHIP, and the CITY OF PEORIA, with the Amount of Financing Changed from $650,000 to $750,000, and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute the Revised Agreement.
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Council Member Sandberg said he had concerns regarding the original costs of the intersection and now the costs were even greater, so he said he would be voting against this proposal.
Council Member Nichting moved to approve a revised Intersection Development Agreement between LFH-100, SUD Family Limited Partnership, and the City of Peoria, with the amount of financing changed from $650,000 to $750,000, and to authorize the City Manager to execute the revised agreement; seconded by Council Member Morris.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 8;

Nays:
Sandberg - 1.

(06-071) 
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel

  **
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending CHAPTER 17 of the Code of the City of Peoria Relating to COMPLAINTS OF DISCRIMINATION.
Council Member Gulley expressed concern regarding the changes made in the Equal Opportunity Office.  He said he would not be voting in favor of the proposed Ordinance.
Council Member Van Auken moved to adopt the Ordinance amending Chapter 17 of the Code of the City of Peoria relating to complaints of discrimination; seconded by Council Member Nichting.

In discussion with Council Member Gulley, Council Member Van Auken said the proposed change would not take away responsibilities from the Fair Employment and Housing Commission members, but it would reduce Staff time in investigating claims. She said the City Ordinance was identical to the State’s Ordinance so, if an individual had a claim of discrimination, the individual would need to file a claim within 180 days of their incident.  She further explained that if the individual filed a claim with the City of Peoria, that individual would give up their right to file a claim with the State and Federal government.  She said this action would eliminate a redundant Statute with the City of Peoria.  
Motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 15,889 amending Chapter 17 of the Code of the City of Peoria relating to complaints of discrimination Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis–8;

Nays:
Gulley - 1.

(06-074) 
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 

  ***
Growth Management Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Granting a SPECIAL USE in a Class R-3 (Single Family Residential) District for a PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING for Property Located at 2114 W. RICHWOODS BOULEVARD, with Conditions.
Council Member Spears moved to adopt the Ordinance granting a Special Use in a Class R-3 (Single Family Residential) District for a Public Safety Building for property located at 2114 W. Richwoods Boulevard, with conditions; seconded by Council Member Sandberg.

Council Member Spears questioned if there was a plan in place to make certain there would be adequate fire protection for the western side of the City.  He said Nebraska Avenue would be under construction all summer and War Memorial Drive would also be reconstructed along Interstate #74.  He said he wanted to make sure that the portion of the City served by Fire House #13, which would be refurbished, would be covered.  He requested a report back regarding how the citizens would be protected during this period.
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Council Member Sandberg also requested a report back regarding the Nebraska Avenue bridge and why the bridge work had been started so early when the bridge would not be finished for some time.  He said he would also like to know when Nebraska Avenue would be reopened.
Motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 15,890 granting a Special Use in a Class R-3 (Single Family Residential) District for a Public Safety Building for property located at 2114 W. Richwoods Boulevard, with conditions, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None.

(06-077)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 

  ****
Growth Management Requesting Approval of the GUIDELINES for the 2006 ROOF REPAIR PROGRAM, MINOR REPAIR PROGRAM, EMERGENCY REPAIR PROGRAM, ADOPT-A-RAMP PROGRAM, and DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, as Outlined.
In discussion with Council Member Jacob regarding the adopt-a-ramp program, Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes said the program had provided between 19 and 20 ramps per year for the past three years.  She said the program was very popular and each year there was a waiting list.  She said she was not aware of any other entity in the community that provided this type of assistance to individuals who had mobility issues.  She said this program was offered to families in the greatest financial need.  

Council Member Jacob requested a report back regarding a list of those who had requested   assistance regarding a ramp and the City had been unable to meet the need because of financial reasons or other reasons.  

Council Member Jacob moved to approve the guidelines for the 2006 Roof Repair Program, Minor Repair Program, Emergency Repair Program, Adopt-a-Ramp Program, and Down Payment Assistance Program, as outlined; seconded by Council Member Morris.

In discussion with Council Member Van Auken, Director Landes explained that there were several volunteer groups in the area that assisted with these programs also.  

Motion  to approve the guidelines for the 2006 Roof Repair Program, Minor Repair Program, Emergency Repair Program, Adopt-a-Ramp Program, and Down Payment Assistance Program, as outlined, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None.

(06-080)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 

  *****
Growth Management Requesting Approval of the REVISED NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER GRANT POLICY, as Outlined.  (Refer to Item No. 05-076)
Following a brief comment and a clarification of the revised policy, Council Member Manning moved to approve the Revised Neighborhood Newsletter Grant Policy, as outlined; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None.
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(06-081) 
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 

  *****
Requesting Approval of the ISSUANCE of a CLASS "H" TEMPORARY 

  *
OUTDOOR LIQUOR LICENSE for ST. MARK'S MEN'S CLUB on APRIL 29, 2006, at 406 N.E. MONROE.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the issuance of a Class “H” Temporary Outdoor Liquor License for St. Mark’s Men’s Club on April 29, 2006, at 406 N. E. Monroe; seconded by Council Member Manning. 
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis–8;

Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Jacob - 1.

(06-082)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic Development Requesting Approval to ISSUE a CONDENSED VERSION of the REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) for the EDGEWATER BUILDING Located at 414 S. W. WATER STREET, as Outlined.
Council Member Gulley moved to approve the condensed version of the Request for Proposal (RFP) for the Edgewater Building located at 414 S.W. Water Street, as outlined; seconded by Council Member Manning.
Director of Economic Development Craig Hullinger reported this building was located on the Riverfront by AmerenCilco and Hooters Restaurant.  He said the City had owned the 20,000 square foot building for approximately eight years.  He stated several RFP’s had been sent out in the past with very little response, but recently the City had formally been marketing the building and there were 16 different inquiries.  He said five of the 16 had indicated they would be making an offer.  He recommended that the Council approve sending out the condensed version of the request for proposal rather than the original proposal which was an eight page document.  He said there were many developers who would not respond to a complicated RFP.  He added, if the Council found any sections they wanted added back into the RFP, he would be glad to do that.  
City Manager Oliver said he felt that the demolition of the Sears Block had stimulated additional interest in the Edgewater property. He also recommended that the RFP process be kept as simple as possible to get as many responses as possible.  

Council Member Sandberg said he supported the condensed version of the proposed RFP, and he discussed the past commitment to the Riverfront project area that there would be minority participation. He said he was not willing to forget the pledge and he expressed concern regarding incentives that were offered late in the process.

Motion to approve the condensed version of the Request for Proposal (RFP) for the Edgewater Building located at 414 S.W. Water Street, as outlined, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None.
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(06-083)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Approval of a RESOLUTION Approving an AMENDMENT to the COMPREHENSIVE PLAN for the PEORIA MEDICAL AND TECHNOLOGY DISTRICT MASTER PLAN, which is the Area Now 

Known as RENAISSANCE PARK.

City Council Member Van Auken said, after discussion with the Renaissance Park Commission Chairperson, she would like to request a deferral of this item until the April 18, 2006, City Council Meeting for the purpose of refinement, enhancement, and clarification of the Renaissance Park design guidelines.  She said prior to April 18th, she would expect amended language to be developed by the Renaissance Park Commission and presented for Public Hearing by the Zoning Commission.

Council Member Van Auken moved to defer this item until the April 18, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Sandberg.
Council Member Nichting questioned if the Council would retain the authority regarding the ability to approve or reject a project, and he questioned if the property owners would be able to provide their input regarding the proposed Master Plan.
Motion to defer this item until April 18, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None.

(06-084)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of the Following:
A. ORDINANCE Amending APPENDIX B of the Code of the City of 

Peoria Relating to ZONING for VARIOUS TEXT ADJUSTMENTS for the RENAISSANCE PARK NEIGHBORHOOD URBAN DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT AND DESIGN GUIDELINES;

B.
ORDINANCE Amending APPENDX B of the Code of the City of Peoria Relating to ZONING for VARIOUS TEXT ADJUSTMENTS for the RENAISSANCE PARK CORRIDOR URBAN DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT;

C.
ORDINANCE to ESTABLISH a RENAISSANCE PARK NEIGHBORHOOD URBAN DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT for Properties as Outlined;

D.
ORDINANCE to ESTABLISH a RENAISSANCE PARK CORRIDOR URBAN DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT for Properties as Outlined.
Council Member Van Auken moved to defer these items until the April 18, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Manning.
Motion to defer this item until April 18, 2006, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None.
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Unfinished Bus-Adjourn

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(05-709)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Direction on the REPLACEMENT LIST of OPTIONS Regarding POLICY DIRECTION on the ENFORCEMENT PROCESS of EXISTING NON-CONFORMING OFF-STREET PARKING and LOADING.  (New Communication)

Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes gave a brief explanation of the Council communication and she said Staff had provided three options for legally established non-complaint surfaces (gravel or rock established prior to 1972), and they provided two options for illegally established surfaces, but would have no “grandfather” status.   

Council Member Van Auken referred to the Council communication and the options for parking surfaces illegally established after 1972 and had no “grandfather” status and she moved to approve Option #2 and to allow one year for compliance; seconded by Council Member Sandberg.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 8;

Nays:
Gulley - 1.

Council Member Van Auken referred to the Council communication and the options for the legally established non-complaint  surfaces (gravel or rock established prior to 1972, and she moved to approve Option #2 and to allow one year for compliance.  No second was heard.

Council Member Nichting referred to the Council communication and the options for the legally established non-complaint  surfaces (gravel or rock established prior to 1972, and he moved to approve Option #3 to require compliance only when there is a change of use or expansion, which would require a change in the Zoning Ordinance; seconded by Council Member Morris.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 7;

Nays:
Gulley, Jacob - 2.

City Manager Randy Oliver said this would be coming back to Council in the near future.

(06-052)  
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Recommending Adoption of an ORDINANCE Rezoning Property Located at 6518, 6526 and 6600 N. SHERIDAN ROAD from the Present Class C-1 (General Commercial) and Class R-3 (Single Family Residential) Districts to a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District.

Council Member Nichting moved to adopt the Ordinance rezoning property located at 6518, 6526 and 6600 N. Sheridan Road from the present Class C-1 (General Commercial) and Class R-3 (Single Family Residential) Districts to a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District; seconded by Council Member Manning.
ORDINANCE NO. 15,891 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None.
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(06-053)  
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic Development Requesting Authorization to ACCEPT THE OFFER from SHERIDAN ROAD LUMBER to PURCHASE the City-Owned Properties at 6526 and 6518 N. SHERIDAN ROAD, in the Amount of $240,000.00, to Approve SHERIDAN ROAD LUMBER'S OFFER to BUY OUT the CELL TOWER LEASE, in the Amount of $45,000.00, and to Authorize the City Manager to Execute the Necessary Documents.

Council Member Nichting moved to accept the offer from Sheridan Road Lumber to purchase the City-owned properties at 6526 and 6518 N. Sheridan Road, in the amount of $240,000.00, to approve Sheridan Road Lumber’s offer to buy out the Cell Tower lease, in the amount of $45,000.00, and to authorize the City Manager to execute the necessary documents; seconded by Council Member Manning.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None.

 (06-054)  
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic Development Requesting Authorization to UTILIZE FUNDS from the SALE OF CITY-OWNED PROPERTIES, Located at 6526 and 6518 N. Sheridan Road for *RELOCATING the CITY'S RADIO SHOP to 832 W. HURLBURT and RELOCATING the FIRE GARAGE to DRIES LANE.

Council Member Sandberg moved to deny utilizing the funds from the sale of City-owned properties, located at 6526 and 6518 N. Sheridan Road for relocating the City’s Radio Shop to 832 W. Hurlburt and relocating the Fire Garage to Dries Lane; seconded by Council Member Spears.
Motion to DENY was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None.

Council Member Nichting moved to move the Radio Shop to Dries Lane and allow the mechanical operation of the Fire Fleet to continue to be operated at the 832 W. Hurlburt location; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.

*Council Member Nichting explained he felt the Fire Fleet should continue to be operated at the Hurlburt location due to the fact that the City, approximately three years ago, spent over $350,000 to accommodate this process at the W. Hurlburt location.  He also said, due to the 800 megahertz radio system that would be installed soon, many of the items in the Radio Shop would be deemed useless.  He suggested that management review the inventory and determine what needed to be retained.  He also suggested possibly outsourcing the Radio Shop.     

*Motion to move the Radio Shop to Dries Lane and allow the mechanical operation of the Fire Fleet to continue to be operated at the 832 W. Hurlburt location was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 8;

Nays:
Sandberg - 1.
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NEW BUSINESS

COMMENTS Regarding HONORING FORMER PEORIAN BETTY FRIEDAN

Council Member Van Auken said she was working with others in the community to find an appropriate way to honor former Peorian Betty Friedan, who recently passed away, for her modern leadership of women’s rights.  
Mayor Ardis acknowledged for the audience that Council Member Van Auken was the first President of Peoria’s NOW Chapter.
REQUEST for EXPLORATION of the HAZARDOUS MATERIALS FEE STRUCTURE 
Council Member Morris referred to the fee structure of Hazardous Materials, and he said there was a desire to revisit the fee structure.  He expressed concern regarding the impact of the present fee structure on small businesses.  He requested some exploration of this subject be conducted by Staff and Council to come to a more equitable fee structure.

COMMENTS Regarding SCHOOL DISTRICT #150’S PLAN TO CONSTRUCT NEW SCHOOLS TO BE USED AS NEIGHBORHOOD ANCHORS and COMMUNITY CENTERS
Council Member Morris referred to School District #150’s plan to build two new schools in the older neighborhoods, and he urged the School Board to construct these schools to be used as neighborhood anchors to assist with neighborhood revitalization and to be used in the evening hours as community centers.  
Council Member Manning also said the School Board needed to pay close attention to the location where these schools would be placed.  He stressed the importance of location and placing them in the heart of neighborhoods.
APPRECIATION for THOSE INVOLVED in the ADOPT-A-RAMP PROGRAM IN DISTRICT #3 
Council Member Manning thanked Council Member Sandberg, Public Works Director Steve Van Winkle, Planning and Growth Management Director Pat Landes, and Planning and Growth Management Staff Member Bob Jatkowski for their assistance with the Adopt-A-Ramp Program in District #3.

CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

(06-085)
Request for CITIZENS to ADDRESS the CITY COUNCIL Regarding VARIOUS ISSUES.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those citizens wishing to 

address the City Council. 

Mr. Paul Wilkenson, 2220 N. Sheridan, referred to the new annexation of property in Growth Cell 1-A and the investment the City would be making in this new area, and he urged the Council to make this same kind of investment in older neighborhoods.  He expressed concern regarding areas of high crime.  He referred to sidewalks in the area of McClure Street and Columbia School, and he urged the Council to make repairs for students who walked in these areas.
27375                          CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS                            FEBRUARY 14, 2006

In discussion with Council Member Gulley, Director of Public Works Steve Van Winkle gave a brief overview of the Sidewalk Participation Program, the SINR Program, and the Neighborhood School Sidewalk Program, and he stated he would review the sidewalks Mr. Wilkenson referred to and determine if these sidewalks could be repaired this year.  

Ms. Joyce Blumenshine, 2419 E. Reservoir, distributed a letter to all members of the Council and she discussed the IEPA’s history of the Peoria Disposal Company ‘s Hazardous Waste Landfill.  She explained that the landfill was not always run in an efficient and safe manner.  She spoke in opposition to the proposed expansion.

Mr. Roth Edwards, resident of the State of Wisconsin, expressed concern and spoke against  the proposed expansion of the Hazardous Waste site owned by Peoria Disposal Company. 
Ms. Mavis Young, 1512 Hollyhedges, spoke in opposition to the expansion of the Hazardous Waste site owned by Peoria Disposal Company.
Mr. Martin Palmer, 1706 N. California Avenue, expressed concern regarding crime in the East Bluff and he requested assistance from the City of Peoria regarding this problem.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

(06-086)
Requesting Approval of a Motion for the City Council to go into 

EXECUTIVE SESSION to Discuss 2(c)(6)  The setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body; and 2(c)(11)  Litigation, when an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that such an action is probable or imminent.

Council Member Manning moved for the City Council to go into Executive Session to discuss 2(c)(6)  The setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body; and 2(c)(11)  Litigation, when an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that such an action is probable or imminent; seconded by Council Member Jacob.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, 

Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None.

ADJOURNMENT
Council Member Van Auken moved to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Jacob.
Approved by viva voce vote.

The Council Meeting adjourned at 7:59 P.M.  

________________________________

Mary L. Haynes, MMC, City Clerk
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