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: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS:

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, January 16, 2007, a Rescheduled Regular City Council Meeting was held this date at 5:14 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, Mayor Jim Ardis presiding. 

ROLL CALL

Roll call showed the following Council Members were physically present: Gulley (arrived at 6:08 P.M.), Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10; Absent: Grayeb - 1.  

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Ardis requested a moment of silent prayer or silent reflection, and then he led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS, ETC.

PROCLAMATION: 
KEEPSACKS FOR KIDS

MINUTES

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on January 9, 2007, as printed; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 
Mayor Ardis – 9;
Nays:
None.

PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OF PEORIA

POLICY/WORKSHOP SESSION

(07-026)
POLICY/WORKSHOP SESSION Regarding the IMPACT of NEW NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) PERMIT REQUIREMENTS Relating to the CITY'S COMBINED SEWER OUTFALLS (CSOs).

Council Member Jacob moved for the Council to go into a Policy/Workshop Session regarding the impact of new National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit requirements relating to the City’s Combined Sewer Outfalls (CSOs); seconded by Council Member Morris.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 
Mayor Ardis – 9;
Nays:
None.

The Policy/Workshop Session opened at 5:20 P.M.
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A Policy/Workshop Session regarding the impact of new National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit requirements relating to the City’s Combined Sewer Outfalls (CSOs) was held. 

Council Member Gulley arrived at 6:08 P.M.

Council Member Jacob moved to close the Policy/Workshop Session regarding the impact of new National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit requirements relating to the City’s Combined Sewer Outfalls (CSOs); seconded by Council Member Morris.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 
Mayor Ardis – 10;
Nays:
None.

The Policy/Workshop Session closed at 6:30 P.M.

REGULAR BUSINESS

(07-027)
Communication from the City Manager Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE for the SUBMISSION of the PROPOSITION of ISSUING LIBRARY BONDS Not to Exceed $35,000,000.00 to the VOTERS of the City of Peoria at the GENERAL ELECTION to be Held on APRIL 17, 2007, with a PRESENTATION by the Library Board Regarding the PEORIA PUBLIC LIBRARY’S STRATEGIC PLAN.
A replacement Ordinance was distributed to all members of the City Council.
Following a brief comment, Council Member Morris stated the replacement Ordinance amended the language to read that it was an Advisory Proposition to issue $35,000,000 Library Bonds and the question would be posed as “Shall bonds in the amount of $35,000,000 be issued for Library purposes of the City of Peoria, In Peoria County, Illinois, of acquiring, constructing and installing a new library building and additions to existing facilities (including site acquisition, library materials and technology) and related fixtures, furnishings, improvements, facilities and costs, bearing interest at the rate of not to exceed 7%? Paid for by a property tax increase approximately 16 cents per $100 of the equalized assessed valuation.”
Council Member Morris moved to grant Privilege of the Floor to Mr. Mike McKenzie, President of the Peoria Public Library Board of Trustees, and others representing the Peoria Public Library; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor for Mr. Mike McKenzie and others representing the Peoria Public Library.

Mr. Mike McKenzie, President of the Peoria Public Library Board of Trustees, thanked the Council for their support in the past. He said the physical plan for the Peoria Public Library had basically remained the same since the 1970’s when Lakeview was built. He said a consulting firm was hired in 2005 who brought in building and personnel specialists to assist in formulating a long-term plan. He said the Library Board officially adopted the plan, which proposing a referendum for the ballot was the first step in the plan.  
Mr. Ed Szynaka, Director of the Peoria Public Library, explained the Board’s process that had been followed to this point.  He discussed the challenges of expanding the McClure Branch Library and he said there was a plan to make the current building more functional.  He said the Library Board would be working with the Peoria Housing Authority on the RiverWest branch.  He said they had committed to having an unstaffed deposit collection at that location.  He said they 
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would be working with the School District regarding a Southside Branch. He explained the plans for the new Harrison School and he said negotiations were ongoing for a joint use of the building and other functions on which the Library and the School District could work together.  He said, once the North Branch was built, the bookmobile service would be reprogrammed for a larger presence in the Southside of the City.  He said, with the plan to build a new branch in the North area of Peoria, there would be no need to increase Staff.  He said there would be some expansion at the Lakeview Branch to accommodate citizens. He said Lakeview was the busiest branch and would continue to be a busy branch even after the new branch was built. He also discussed the project regarding the expansion behind the present Carnegie Library in Lincoln Park.  He said, after the expansion, their budget and staff would essentially be the same as it was currently.  

Council Member Van Auken commended the Library Board and Director Szynaka on the plan.  She also commended Director Szynaka for his work in the neighborhood on behalf of the Library.  

Council Member Morris moved to adopt the Ordinance for the submission of the proposition of issuing not to exceed $35,000,000 of Library Bonds to the voters of the City of Peoria, in Peoria County, at the General Election to be Held on April 17, 2007; seconded by Council Member Turner.
ORDINANCE NO. 16,063 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;
Nays:
None.

CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE, for the City of Peoria, with Recommendations as Outlined:

(07-028)
TAG DAY REQUEST from the KIWANIS CLUB of SOUTH-WEST PEORIA for Permission to Hold Their ANNUAL PEANUT DAYS FUNDRAISER in Peoria on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, September 27, 28, and 29, 2007.  (Dates are Open)
(07-029)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic 
  *
Development Requesting Authorization to COMMENCE the PROCESS to EXPAND the CITY OF PEORIA ENTERPRISE ZONE to Include Property Located at 6533 N. GALENA ROAD and to Include the Benefits of Building Materials Sales Tax Exemption and Property Tax Abatement, and to Assist FIREFLY ENERGY to Remain in the City of Peoria for Construction and Expansion of a New Facility.
(07-030)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 
  **
Requesting Approval of a SOLE SOURCE CONTRACT with ICCI, in the Amount of $49,077.00, to REMOVE and REPLACE CURBS and GUTTERS Along a Portion of the WEST SIDE of the 2900 BLOCK of N. MISSION and a Portion of the NORTH SIDE of the 2000-2100 BLOCKS of W. HARPER TERRACE.
(07-031)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Inspections Requesting Authorization to Enter into a CONTRACT with RIVER CITY DEMOLITION, the Low Bidder, in the Amount of $14,445.00, for the COURT ORDERED DEMOLITION of the COMMERCIAL STRUCTURE Located at 1906 W. LINCOLN AVENUE.
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(07-032)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Inspections 
  ***
Requesting Authorization to Enter into a TWO-YEAR RESIDENTIAL DEMOLITION CONTRACT with RIVER CITY DEMOLITION, the Low Bidder, on a UNIT-BASED PRICE as Outlined.
(07-033)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,064 Rezoning Property Located at 900-908 N. E. JEFFERSON AVENUE from the Present Class R-6 (Multi-Family Residential) District to a Class C-1 (Neighborhood Commercial) District.
(07-034)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,065 Granting a SPECIAL USE in a CONTROLLED THOROUGHFARE OVERLAY DISTRICT and a Class C-1 (Neighborhood Commercial) District for a MEDICAL OFFICE BUILDING for Property Located at 2806 N. KNOXVILLE AVENUE, with Conditions.
(07-035)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,066 Amending Ordinance No. 11,740, an EXISTING SPECIAL USE for a SHOPPING CENTER Commonly Known as STERLING BAZAAR SHOPPING CENTER Located at 3311 N. STERLING AVENUE in a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District and a CONTROLLED THOROUGHFARE OVERLAY DISTRICT for the Development of a MEDICAL OFFICE BUILDING and FUTURE COMMERCIAL BUILDING on the Parcel within the SHOPPING CENTER SPECIAL USE and Addressed as 2514 W. RICHWOODS BOULEVARD, with Conditions.
(07-036)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  ****
Requesting Approval of an APPLICATION for a Class C-2 (Grocery Store where Gasoline Stations are Attached as a Secondary Business) LIQUOR LICENSE for 9219 N. LINDBERGH, with Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to Approve.
(07-037)
REPORT from CITY TREASURER REGINALD A. WILLIS for the MONTH of NOVEMBER 2006, with Request to Receive and File.
(07-038)
TOWN OF THE CITY OF PEORIA FINANCIAL REPORT for the Period Ending 12/31/2006, with Request to Receive and File.
Mayor Ardis questioned if the Council wished to have any of the Consent Agenda items removed for further discussion.

Council Member Jacob requested that Item No. 07-036 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.
Council Member Manning requested that Item No. 07-029 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.
Council Member Gulley requested that Item Nos. 07-030 and 07-032 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.
Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Manning.
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Item Nos. 07-028 through 07-038 (excluding Item Nos. 07-029, 07-030, 07-032 and 

07-036, which were removed for further discussion) were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;
Nays:
None.

(07-029)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic 
  *
Development Requesting Authorization to COMMENCE the PROCESS to EXPAND the CITY OF PEORIA ENTERPRISE ZONE to Include Property Located at 6533 N. GALENA ROAD to Include the Benefits of Building Materials Sales Tax Exemption and Property Tax Abatement, and to Assist FIREFLY ENERGY to Remain in the City of Peoria for Construction and Expansion of a New Facility.
In discussion with Council Member Manning regarding how the expansion would lead to the Galena Road site, City Manager Oliver explained a three-foot wide strip of land could be used to connect the new Enterprise Zone area. 
Director of Economic Development Craig Hullinger said there were several different ways to connect the new Firefly site to the Enterprise Zone. He said he felt the City could work with the Park District Board to determine how this could be achieved. He said land owners would have to agree, if the strip crossed private property. 

Following a brief discussion regarding property tax abatement and incentives, City Manager Oliver said this proposed Council action would begin the process and this issue would be coming back before the Council in the future for final approval. He added other taxing bodies would be encouraged to participate in the five-year abatement, because in year six, all participating entities would begin to receive property taxes. He said participation was a voluntary act by the other taxing bodies.  

Council Member Spears questioned how the development of Firefly Energy at the Galena location, near the river, would affect the water supply.
Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Mr. Ed Williams.
Mr. Ed Williams, CEO of Firefly Energy, said the property would need State E.P.A. approval, and an application was sent in to the State approximately three weeks ago.  He said the application was for an existing building and for a new building on the same property.  

Council Member Nichting moved to commence the process to expand the City of Peoria Enterprise Zone to include 6533 N. Galena Road and to include the benefits of building materials sales tax exemption and property tax abatement to assist Firefly Energy in remaining in the City of Peoria for construction and expansion of a new facility; seconded by Council Member Morris.
Mayor Ardis commended Director Hullinger for his work in finding a new location for Firefly Energy to relocate and expand their business.
Motion to commence the process to expand the City of Peoria Enterprise Zone to include 6533 N. Galena Road and to include the benefits of building materials sales tax exemption and property tax abatement to assist Firefly Energy in remaining in the City of Peoria for construction and expansion of a new facility was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;
Nays:
None.
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(07-030)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 
  **
Requesting Approval of a SOLE SOURCE CONTRACT with ICCI, in the Amount of $49,077.00, to REMOVE and REPLACE CURBS and GUTTERS Along a Portion of the WEST SIDE of the 2900 BLOCK of N. MISSION and a Portion of the NORTH SIDE of the 2000-2100 BLOCKS of W. HARPER TERRACE.
In discussion with Council Member Gulley regarding his concern that this was a sole source contract, City Manager Oliver explained Illinois American Water Company was in the process of replacing sidewalks in this area, due to some water line replacements.  He said Illinois American Water Company was only replacing sidewalks and he felt the forty-year old curbs should also be replaced because they did not conform to the City’s code. He added the price provided by the subcontractor was approximately half of the original price, and he said he felt the price was acceptable.  He said the project would have been held up, if they had gone through a procurement process, and would have created some exposure for the City from time delays, etc.  He said a policy would be brought back to Council that would require that where the replaced sidewalk abutted the curb, the curb would also be replaced. 
Council Member Gulley expressed concern regarding the manner in which this was handled.  He indicated he felt other contractors should be considered and he felt the process was wrong.
He also pointed out there were other areas where there were older sidewalks that needed to be replaced.

Council Member Sandberg also expressed concern regarding the process that was followed and he said he felt the policy should have been forwarded to the Council prior to this time. 
Council Member Spears outlined the problem with the uneven sidewalk and pointed out the neighbors should not be held responsible. He said this would correct a long-standing problem. He stated he felt the Illinois American Water Company should be responsible for replacing the curbs. He urged the Council to vote in favor of the recommendation to approve so that this situation could be corrected for the neighborhoods in the areas of N. Mission and W. Harper Terrace.
Council Member Gulley moved to approve a sole Source contract with ICCI, in the amount of $49,077.00, to remove and replace curbs and gutters along a portion of the West Side of the 2900 Block of N. Mission and a portion of the North Side of the 2000-2100 Blocks of W. Harper Terrace; seconded by Council Member Spears.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;
Nays:
None.

(07-032)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Inspections 
  ***
Requesting Authorization to Enter into a TWO-YEAR RESIDENTIAL DEMOLITION CONTRACT with RIVER CITY DEMOLITION, the Low Bidder, on a UNIT-BASED PRICE as Outlined.
Following a brief clarification by Director of Inspections John Kunski, Council Member Gulley moved to authorize entering into a two-year residential demolition contract with River City Demolition, the low bidder, on a unit-based prices as outlined in the communication; seconded by Council Member Manning.
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Motion to authorize entering into a two-year residential demolition contract with River City Demolition, the low bidder, on a unit-based prices as outlined in the communication was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;
Nays:
None.

(07-036)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  ****
Requesting Approval of an APPLICATION for a Class C-2 (Grocery Store where Gasoline Stations are Attached as a Secondary Business) LIQUOR LICENSE for 9219 N. LINDBERGH, with Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to Approve.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Nichting moved to concur with the Liquor Commission to approve an Application fro a Class C-2 (Grocery Store where Gasoline Stations are attached as a secondary business) Liquor License for 9219 N. Lindbergh; seconded by Council Member   Manning.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 
Mayor Ardis – 9;
Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Jacob - 1.

(07-039)
Communication from Mayor Jim Ardis Requesting Approval of a RESOLUTION Urging ILLINOIS GOVERNOR ROD BLAGOJEVICH to REAPPOINT FORMER PEORIA POLICE CHIEF JOHN STENSON to the ILLINOIS PRISONER REVIEW BOARD.

Following several brief comments, Council Member Turner moved to approve the Resolution urging Illinois Governor Rod Blagojevich to reappoint former Peoria Police Chief John Stenson to the Illinois Prisoner Review Board; seconded by Council Member Jacob.
RESOLUTOIN NO. 07-039 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 
Mayor Ardis – 9;
Nays:
Sandberg - 1.

(07-040)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of the 2007 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT with MACTEC ENGINEERING and CONSULTING, INC., in an Amount Not to Exceed $500,000.00, to Assist the City in the Development of a LONG-TERM CONTROL PLAN to Meet the Requirements of the NEW NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) PERMIT for the CITY'S COMBINED SEWER OUTFALLS.
Council Member Van Auken moved to defer this item for one week until the January 23, 2007, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Morris.  
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Following a brief discussion regarding a suggestion for a longer deferral period, Council Member Van Auken questioned if a longer deferral period would impact the ability to meet the proposed schedule.

City Engineer Gene Hewitt stated that any deferral at this point would be difficult for his department.
Council Member Van Auken stated, even though she understood the situation and the problems involved with a deferral, she had several questions that needed to be addressed.  

Council Member Van Auken moved to amend her motion to defer this item for three weeks until the February 6, 2007, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Sandberg.

Council Member Nichting expressed concern regarding a three-week deferral.  He moved for a substitute motion for a one-week deferral until the January 23, 2007, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Motion to defer this item for one week until the January 23, 2007, Regular City Council Meeting was DEFEATED by roll call vote.
Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Morris, Nichting, Turner – 5;
Nays:
Manning, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 5.
Motion to defer this item for three weeks until the February 6, 2007, Regular City Council Meeting was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 
Mayor Ardis – 9;
Nays:
Nichting - 1.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(06-589)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Annexing Territory Contiguous to the City of Peoria – 9123 N. RADNOR ROAD.

Council Member Nichting moved to adopt the Ordinance annexing Territory Contiguous to the City of Peoria – 9123 N. Radnor Road; seconded by Council Member Turner.

ORDINANCE NO. 16,067 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;
Nays:
None.

(06-735)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works


Requesting Approval of a LOCAL AGENCY AGREEMENT with IDOT for Federal Participation for PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING COSTS and ADMINISTRATION FEE for the Total Amount of $65,798.00, Regarding the SPRINGDALE CEMETERY ROADWAY REHABILITATION PROJECT, and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Sign the Agreement.

Council Member Manning moved to approve the Local Agency Agreement with IDOT for federal participation for preliminary engineering costs and administration fee for the total amount of $65,798.00 regarding the Springdale Cemetery Roadway Rehabilitation Project, and authorize the City Manager to sign the agreement; seconded by Council Member Turner.
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Council Member Sandberg said this appeared to be a sole source selection and he expressed concern regarding this as a public policy. He stated he did not feel the City was part of the process, but yet the City would be the responsible party.  He said he would not support the motion.

Council Member Manning moved to grant Privilege of the Floor to Mr. Pat Lewis; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Mr. Pat Lewis.

Mr. Pat Lewis, Manager of Springdale Cemetery, explained MACTEC was already involved in a contract for erosion control at Springdale Cemetery, and he said MACTEC had broad  experience with other well known cemeteries. He said the cemetery was trying to be conservative with their funds and he felt that another company would need to duplicate engineering work that had already been completed. 

Council Member Van Auken and Council Member Spears also expressed concern regarding the process.  It was indicated that other engineering firms should have been given an opportunity to bid the project.
City Manager Oliver said there was a State law that would not permit cities to seek a price for professional services contracts.  He said a benefit in asking for a price to ensure the scope of services would be comparable. He said he felt he could use the Home Rule law to get around this law, but at this point, prices could not be requested. He explained the process would be to determine the most qualified firm, get prices from the most qualified firm, and then negotiate the price against professional estimates.   
Motion to approve the Local Agency Agreement with IDOT for federal participation for preliminary engineering costs and administration fee for the total amount of $65,798.00 regarding the Springdale Cemetery Roadway Rehabilitation Project, and authorize the City Manager to sign the agreement was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Turner – 7;
Nays:
Sandberg, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 3.

(06-736)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works


Requesting Approval of a JOINT AGREEMENT with IDOT for LOCAL AGENCY AGREEMENT for Federal Participation in the Total Amount of $429,202.00 for CONSTRUCTION and CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING Regarding the IMPROVEMENT of a PORTION of the ROADWAYS within SPRINGDALE CEMETERY, and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Sign the Agreement.

Council Member Manning moved to approve the Joint Agreement with IDOT for a Local Agency Agreement for federal participation in the total amount of $429,202.00 for construction and construction engineering regarding the improvement of a portion of the roadways within Springdale Cemetery, and authorize the City Manager to sign the agreement; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;
Nays:
None.
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(06-737)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works


Requesting Approval of an ENGINEERING SERVICES CONTRACT with MACTEC ENGINEERING and CONSULTING, INC., in an Amount Not to Exceed $60,848.00, to Provide a Project Development Report and Plans, Specifications, and Estimates Prepared to IDOT Standards for the REHABILITATION of the SPRINGDALE CEMETERY ROADWAY SYSTEM.

Council Member Manning moved to approve an engineering services contract with MACTEC Engineering and Consulting, Inc., in an amount not to exceed $60,848.00, to provide a project development report and plans, specifications, and estimates prepared to IDOT standards for the rehabilitation of the Springdale Cemetery Roadway System; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Mayor Ardis – 9;
Nays:
Van Auken - 1.
(06-753)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Granting a SPECIAL USE in a Class R-8 (Multi-Family Residential) District for CHURCH OFFICES and BANQUET FACILITIES for Property Located at 503 BRYAN STREET, 401, 412, and 407 N. E. MADISON AVENUE and 406 N. E. MONROE STREET, with Conditions.

Council Member Manning said he would abstain from the vote because he was a member of the Financial Committee for the diocese. 
Council Member Gulley moved to adopt an Ordinance granting a Special Use in a Class R-8 (Multi-Family Residential) District for Church Offices and Banquet Facilities for property located at 503 Bryan Street, 401, 412 and 407 N. E. Madison Avenue and 406 N. E. Monroe Street, with conditions; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.

Council Member Gulley moved to grant Privilege of the Floor to Ms. Patricia Gibson; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Ms. Patricia Gibson.

Mr. Patricia Gibson, one of the Petitioners, urged the Council to adopt the proposed Ordinance and she displayed pictures of how the building would appear following construction.  She said completion date was planned for August, 2008.

Motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 16,068 granting a Special Use in a Class R-8 (Multi-Family Residential) District for Church Offices and Banquet Facilities for property located at 503 Bryan Street, 401, 412 and 407 N. E. Madison Avenue and 406 N. E. Monroe Street, with conditions, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 
Mayor Ardis – 9;
Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Manning - 1.
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(06-754)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Granting a SPECIAL USE in a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District for an OFF-PREMISE SIGN (BILLBOARD) for the Unaddressed Property Located EAST of 1418 N. LINN STREET, with Conditions.

Clerk’s Note:  Motion on the Floor was to adopt the proposed Ordinance.

A letter from Attorneys Tim Bertschy and Gregory Rastatter, representing the petitioner, was distributed to all members of the City Council requesting a one week deferral of this item.

Council Member Van Auken moved to defer this item for one week until the January 23, 2007, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Sandberg.
Council Member Sandberg requested a report back regarding sales or land transactions that may have been conducted in conjunction with the I-74 project that would impact this property, the Hardee’s property across the street, and whether there were any conditional sales.  He said this property was once owned by Mr. Floyd Rashid, and he questioned if Mr. Rashid sold the property outright or if there was a land swap involved. 

Motion to defer this item for one week until the January 23, 2007, Regular City Council Meeting was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;
Nays:
None.

(07-010)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic 


Development Requesting to Concur with the Administration to Exclude RESTAURANTS and BARS from Participating in the BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT FUND LOAN PROGRAM Unless the Application is Currently in Process, with REPORT BACK.

Director of Economic Development Craig Hullinger distributed a copy of a chart showing the number of restaurants in default and minority participation.
Council Member Turner moved to concur with the Administration to exclude restaurants and bars from participating in the Business Development Fund Loan Program unless the application was currently in process, and receive and file the report back.  No second was heard.

Council Member Van Auken moved to deny the recommendation from the Administration to exclude restaurants and bars from participating in the Business Development Fund Loan Program unless the application was currently in process, and receive and file the report back; seconded by Council Member Spears.

Council Member Gulley requested that the Administration review the current policy and determine how this program could work better in the future.
Mayor Ardis said he felt that City Manager Randy Oliver was aware of the Council’s desire to review the Business Development Loan Fund policy and he felt by this affirmation that the City Manager had been directed to do so.

No objections were heard.
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Motion to DENY the recommendation from the Administration to exclude restaurants and bars from participating in the Business Development Fund Loan Program unless the application was currently in process, and receive and file the report back was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;
Nays:
None.
NEW BUSINESS
(07-041)
REQUEST for the Administration to DEVELOP A STRATEGY to RE-ESTABLIHS the KELLAR BRANCH RAIL LINE to an OPERATION LINE, and to Review Opportunities or Options for Shared Recreational Trail, or a Sole Recreational Trail, and Come Back to the City Council in a timely fashion with the Process or a Recommendation to Reuse the Kellar Branch.  

Council Member Sandberg said the Surface Transportation Board made a decision last week that would place the fate of the Kellar Branch of the rail line back to 1999 by accepting the abandonment of the discontinuance petition that Central Illinois Rail filed.  The STB ruled that there was no standing discontinuance for the Kellar Branch Railroad, and they ruled that they would take up whether or not the Pioneer Rail proposal should be forced upon the City as the operator.  He expressed concern that while the City was waiting for this ruling, there was a Peoria business that was being negatively impacted by this situation.  He said he felt it was imperative for the Council or Administration to develop a strategy that would provide timely economical rail service to be re-established for the Kellar Branch Railroad. He requested a report back regarding a strategy.  He said he did not feel this was something the City could wait for, and he felt the City should be proactively thinking how the Kellar Branch could be used in the best way as an economic development tool and work toward shared hiking/biking trail with rail usage.
Council Member Sandberg moved to request the Administration to develop a strategy to re-establish the Kellar Branch to an operational line, if that was the direction provided by the Surface Transportation Board, and come back to the City Council with the process or a recommendation to reuse the Kellar Branch for approval; seconded by Council Member Gulley.
Council Member Nichting said a train tour of the rail line showed the poor condition of the tracks. He said the train derailed and they had to move debris from the track in order to progress. He said trees were growing through the railroad tracks.  He said it had been reported over the years that the City Council had denied a hiking/biking trail, which was not true.  He pointed out this issue had been before the Surface Transportation Board in Washington D.C. for a number of years.
Council Member Sandberg pointed out that, if the Surface Transportation Board designated Pioneer Rail as the exclusive operator, the City would lose all negotiating powers.  He said this was the reason he felt a strategy needed to be formulated.  He said he supported a shared use of the Kellar Branch.
Council Member Nichting expressed concern regarding costs for adapting a hiking/biking trail to the terrain on parts of the Kellar Branch line.

City Manager Oliver suggested that the strategy come back to the Council at the February 13, 2007, Regular City Council Meeting.
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Council Member Sandberg restated his motion to read to request the Administration to develop a strategy to re-establish the Kellar Branch to an operational line, if that was the direction provided by the Surface Transportation Board, and to review opportunities or options for shared recreational trail, or a sole recreational trail, and come back to the City Council in a timely fashion with the process or a recommendation to reuse the Kellar Branch.  The seconder agreed.

Motion to request the Administration to develop a strategy to re-establish the Kellar Branch to an operational line, if that was the direction provided by the Surface Transportation Board, and to review opportunities or options for shared recreational trail, or a sole recreational trail, and come back to the City Council in a timely fashion with the process or a recommendation to reuse the Kellar Branch was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;
Nays:
None.

(07-042)
REQUEST for INFORMATION Regarding the MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DRIVE PROJECT.
Council Member Gulley requested to know the status of the plan for acquisition of property for the Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive project.

Following a brief discussion, Mayor Ardis suggested that this information be provided in the City Manager’s Issues Update. He said the Council could decide how they wanted the issue brought forward.
CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

(07-043)
Request for CITIZENS to ADDRESS the CITY COUNCIL Regarding VARIOUS ISSUES.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those citizens wishing to 

address the City Council.
Ms. Joyce Blumenshine, representing the Heart of Illinois Sierra Club and the Rail Trail Advocates, spoke in support of the development of the Kellar Branch hiking/biking trail.  She expressed concern that the Park District’s grants for the project were in jeopardy due to the delays. She thanked Mayor Ardis for his assistance in the matter this evening.
Ms. Levetta Ricca, President of Olde Towne South Neighborhood Association, thanked the City Council for voting in favor of the demolition of 1902 Lincoln Avenue.  She also urged the Council to consider placing Western Avenue in a TIF to encourage new development of businesses.
Mr. David Henderson provided an update regarding historic memorials around the City, where they were now located and their condition.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

(07-044)
Requesting Approval of a Motion for the City Council to go into 
EXECUTIVE SESSION to Discuss 2(c)(1)  The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee to determine its validity.

Council Member Manning moved for the City Council to go into Executive Session to discuss 2(c)(1)  The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee to determine its validity; seconded by Council Member Spears.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;
Nays:
None.

ADJOURNMENT

Council Member Van Auken moved to adjourn the Rescheduled Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Gulley.

Approved by viva voce vote.

The City Council Meeting adjourned at 8:34 P.M.  







______________________________
Mary L. Haynes, MMC, City Clerk
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