
                                        PEORIA CITY/COUNTY LANDFILL COMMITTEE                          6.15.2011 
  

: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS : 
 

: FOR THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS : 
 
Peoria, Illinois, June 15, 2011, a Peoria City/County Landfill Committee Meeting was held this date at 
8:34A.M., at the Lester D. Bergsten, Operations & Maintenance Facility, 3505 N. Dries Lane, Peoria, 
Illinois. 

ATTENDANCE 
 

The following Committee Members were physically present: Bob Akers, Les Bergsten, Steve Morris, 
Ryan Spain, Steve Van Winkle – 5; Absent: Dan Irving, Lynn Scott-Pearson – 2.  
 
City/County Staff present:  Dave Barber, Steve Giebelhausen, Patti Pitcher, Karen Raithel 
 
Other interested parties: Simon Alwan, Joyce Blumenshine, Chris Coulter, Ron Edwards, Rick Fox, 
Tracy Fox, Joyce Harant, Steve Harenberg, Will Hayes, Steve Matheny, Patrick Sloan, Mike 
Wiersema, Jerry Wyatt 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, ETC. 
None. 

MINUTES 

Mr. Van Winkle moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Peoria City/County Landfill Committee 
Meeting held on May 18, 2011; seconded by Mr. Morris. 
 

Approved by viva voce vote. 
 

AGENDA ITEMS  
 

ITEM NO. 1. REPORT from FOTH INFRASTRUCTURE & ENVIRONMENT, LLC 
 

A. Special Waste approvals as needed 
 
Mr. Alwan said one Special Waste permit in the packet from ADM [Wet/dry Dryer Distilled Grain – 
DDGs] requires Committee approval. The generator previously mixed this in with garbage and hauled 
to the landfill, but has recently chosen to profile this corn by-product to be processed as Special 
Waste. It’s estimated it would be disposed of quarterly in the Landfill, not to exceed 100 T annually. 
This material produces odor, so composting is less desirable. ADM ships thousands and thousands of 
tons of this feed on barges. As a food product, Waste Management has previously included this as an 
MSW but ADM now wants a way to track this waste. This application from ADM is for the by-product - 
the sweepings off the floor after the bulk of the material is dried and sold as animal feed. 
 
Mr. Matheny also noted the current composting permit does not allow for DDGs so an IEPA approval 
of a permit modification would be required before this material could be considered for composting. 
With it being an organic material, testing and further investigation would be required to ensure Waste 
Management’s composting methods would be acceptable. While Waste Management wouldn’t be 
opposed to doing so, the quantity in question (100 T/annually) would be costly. Mr. Sloan explained 
IEPA is not involved at this point. This is being certified as non-Special Waste based on the 
generator’s certification and Waste Management’s acceptance. It requires Committee approval based 
on this Landfill’s policy, therefore IEPA is not involved (nor requiring this certification).   
 
Mr. Sloan said other facilities could take this waste but the generator is likely doing the most 
economical method while still providing a means by which to track (which a Special Waste profile 
classification provides). The Committee wants more details from the generator – whether or not ADM 
just wants Waste Management to weigh the material rather than doing it themselves, for example.  
Mr. Matheny said he’d inquire. Mr. Coulter added PDC has had similar experiences with other clients 
and sometimes it simply means giving the generator peace of mind to have documentation. Mr. Sloan  
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added engineers do a similar thing, especially when items are measured and paid based on scale 
receipts.  Perhaps this a contractual issue for ADM as well as a paper trail. A deferral won’t be 
detrimental to this request if that’s the Committee’s desire. 
 
Mr. Van Winkle moved to approve the Special Waste permit as described; seconded by Mr. Akers. 
 
 Approved by viva voce vote 
 

B. Permit Approvals as needed 
None. 

C. Landfill Gas – Electricity Facility Update 
 
• Approval of clean-up costs for former RTC facility 

 
Mr. Alwan stated the initial clean-up would include: 60 drums (some empty; others containing various 
oils, coolants and solvents), concrete surfaces scrubbed where drum contents have been spilled, 
emptying and cleaning of vaults and above-ground storage tanks (the largest of which contains 
approximately 15,000 gallons of condensate) and disposal of all solid and liquid waste materials in 
accordance with applicable regulations. Foth solicited four quotes and received two responses 
ranging from $24,000 to $34,000. Foth estimates the cost for their oversight of the clean-up 
operations would be an additional $5,000, for a total financial impact of $29,000. 
 
Foth met June 10th with Ameren representatives to discuss electrical service options. They indicated 
there should be little to no cost to restore basic electrical service to the site for purposes of evaluating 
the existing equipment (engines notwithstanding). If the engines are to be brought back online, an 
application and associated fees would need to be submitted to Ameren for an engineering review. 
Another option would be a service drop off the power supporting the flare operation. Once power is 
restored, Foth would have an electrician evaluate all components in and around the building, the cost 
of which would be dependent on the amount of attention the equipment requires.  Foth has a list of 
demolition contractors from the City to contact once the assessment has been completed regarding 
the feasibility of restoring or scrapping the components. 
 
Foth is ready to sub-contract with vendor for clean-up operation. A budget amendment is not needed 
at this time and Foth is currently under budget for this time of year which will be factored in as well.  
Mr. Alwan requested approval to proceed with the clean-up which can be done without electrical 
service at this time. 
 
Mr. Barber felt it wasn’t appropriate for Foth to sub-contract with a vendor but rather the City/County 
do so.  Mr. Giebelhausen agreed, adding it was acceptable to use the quotes Foth already solicited. 
Mr. Barber stated a budget amendment would, then, be in order. Additionally, Mr. Barber said the 
City’s contract requirements would need to be met – minority, prevailing wage and payroll records, for 
example – all funneled through the City’s Purchasing Division. Mr. Sloan agreed and will comply. 
 
Mr. Van Winkle moved to defer this matter until next month, bringing it back as an Agenda item; 
seconded by Mr. Akers. 
 
 Approved by viva voce vote  
 

D. Dam Project Update 
 

Mr. Alwan reported Foth has yet to receive final comments from DNR. He spoke with a DNR 
representative recently inquiring about the expected time frame.  Mr. Giebelhausen added a meeting 
with Waste Management has been scheduled on site next week to discuss repairs to the entrance 
road embankment.  
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Mr. Morris moved to receive and file the Landfill Gas and Dam Update reports; seconded by Mr. Akers 
 
 Approved by viva voce vote 
 
ITEM NO. 2 REPORT from WASTE MANAGEMENT, INC. 
 

A.       Monthly Activity Report 
 
Mr. Matheny clarified Waste Management is not closing the yardwaste compost facility as has been 
rumored. Not only do they not have plans to do so, they are contractually obligated to provide this 
service unless or until the Committee decides otherwise. He also explained while the report looks like 
Waste Management is landfilling yardwaste, it is not. The column under Year-To-Date – reflects 2010 
and 2011 MSW and Special Waste and for yardwaste just the quantities accepted, not necessarily 
landfilled. This column also reflects the monies paid to the Committee per contract.  No discussion.  
 
Mr. Van Winkle asked if composting material is used as daily cover; Mr. Wiersema said the current 
volumes make it difficult to use sufficient wind rows to get the composting started on such a large 
scale but is still used as daily cover. 
 
Mr. Spain moved to receive and file Waste Management’s report; seconded by Mr. Van Winkle 
 
 Approved by viva voce vote 
 

B.        Permit Approvals as needed 
 
Committee members agreed to return to the previous procedure of Mr. Barber administratively signing 
Special Waste profiles. 
 
Mr. Matheny reported Waste Management has two permits requiring Mr. Barber’s signature upon 
Foth’s technical review and approval – (1) IEPA Bureau of Land permit for Landfill No. 2 for another 
five-year term; (2) IEPA Bureau of Water for another four-year term, both of which expire soon and 
renewal is required to stay in compliance. 
 
Mr. Akers moved to approve securing Mr. Barber’s signatures as outlined; seconded by Mr. Spain. 
 
 Approved by viva voce vote 
 
ITEM NO. 3 REPORT from PEORIA DISPOSAL CO. 
 
 A. Landfill No. 3 Expansion Update 
 

• Peoria County Siting Committee 
 
Mr. Coulter reported the County appointed the Siting Committee members last week: Allen Mayer; 
Mary Ardapple; Bob Baietto; Jim Fennell; Andrew Rand; Rachael Parker and Phil Salzer.  
 

• Date/Location of Siting Hearing 
 
To be determined prior to the next [July] Landfill Committee meeting. The Chairman of the Siting 
Committee will be selected at their initial meeting in July.  
 

• Website of Siting Application 
 
Mr. Coulter announced the website for the Siting Application is www.peoriacounty.org. Click on 
“Landfill Expansion Process” button on the left-hand side of screen to view all associated documents  
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and PowerPoint presentations as well as a link to “Application for Local Siting Approval.” A more 
direct link is www.peoriacounty.org\countyboard\PDC3.  
 
Ms. Raithel distributed two handouts to meeting attendees: (1) “Pollution Control Facilities and the 
Siting Process: A Citizen’s Guide to Landfill #3” brochure and (2) “Peoria City/County Landfill Inc. Site 
Application Deadlines” graph. The dates are based on the assumption of a public hearing date of late 
August/early September, so some of the deadline dates listed are subject to change based on the 
actual hearing date. 

• Public Comment period 
 
To be determined prior to the next Landfill Committee meeting.  
 

• Decision deadline 
 
To be determined prior to the next Landfill Committee meeting. 

 
Mr. Morris moved to approve PDC’s report; seconded by Mr. Akers. 
 
 Approved by viva voce vote 
    
ITEM NO. 4 REVIEW and APPROVAL of SEYFARTH & SHAW, LLC INVOICE for $1,691.48 
 
Mr. Giebelhausen said there’s at least one more hearing expected. At the June 8th hearing the 
Receiver submitted a third amended Final Report which still contained objectionable items to Peoria 
City/County as well as the State of Illinois. Our objections were filed and the Judge was told we’re 
willing to have the Court accept this Final Report with our objections included in order for this case to 
be dismissed.  If the Judge doesn’t sign-off on this issue as presented, another hearing has been 
tentatively scheduled for June 22nd.   
 
Mr. Giebelhausen explained the (additional) outside counsel charge on the invoice ($295.15) is 
because Mr. Comella hired a third party to research the UCC regarding any possible liens against the 
equipment. None were found, so the equipment is free and clear [of any liens].   
 
Mr. Van Winkle moved to approve this payment in the amount of $1,691.48; seconded by Mr. Akers. 
  
 Approved by viva voce vote 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
None. 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Mr. Giebelhausen reported the City/County received an IRS summons as part of a criminal 
investigation regarding RTC’s use of tax credits. With the help of Mr. Sloan, he was able to respond in 
a timely manner.   
 
Mr. Bergsten said his friend in Tennessee mentioned several landfills down there pipe the methane to 
a station and the energy company, in turn, mixes it with natural gas. It’s common practice down there 
because it has proven to be more efficient and cost-effective.  
 
Mr. Spain thanked Ms. Tracy Fox for helping to arrange a meeting with Neil Feldman discuss 
recycling and sustainability issues as ways to promote economic development and different types of 
businesses for our community. It was a very productive meeting and resulted in great leads. 
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CITIZENS’ OPPORTUNITY TO ADDRESS THE COMMITTEE 
 
None. 

NEXT MEETING 
 
The next Regular Landfill Committee meeting will be held at the Lester D. Bergsten Operations & 
Maintenance Facility, 3505 N. Dries Lane, Peoria, Illinois, on Wednesday, July 20, 2011. 
 
Mr. Bergsten asked Mr. Matheny if a date has been set yet regarding the Customer Appreciation 
lunch mentioned last month. Mr. Matheny said due to the wet weather, a date has not yet been set but 
will be soon.  He anticipates it will be late July or August.   
  

ADJOURNMENT 
 

Mr. Akers moved to adjourn the regular meeting; seconded by Mr. Morris. 
 
 Approved by viva voce vote.  
 
The regular Landfill Committee meeting adjourned at 9:19A.M.  
    
 

          ______________________________ 
                                               Lester D. Bergsten, Chairman                                                            
 
/pp       






