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Board of Election Commissioners

542 S.W. Adams · Peoria, IL 61602-1553

THIS APRIL 2009 MONTHLY MEETING OF THE BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF PEORIA WAS HELD IN THIS COMMISSION OFFICE AT 542 SW ADAMS ON TUESDAY,

 APRIL 14, 2009.
PRESENT:
LaColis Reed, Chairman



Mary E. Harkrader, Vice-Chairman
Camille M. Gibson, Secretary

Thomas Bride, Executive Director



Elizabeth Gannon, Assistant Executive Director

John Kim, Legal Counsel 
GUESTS: 
Becky Kelley


Jean Sanger



Jacqueline Petty



Karen McDonald

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Reed at 4:00 p.m.

MINUTES AND BILLS FOR MARCH 2009
Vice-Chairman Harkrader moved to approve the minutes for the March 3rd regular meeting.  Secretary Gibson seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 
Secretary Gibson moved to approve the March 2009 bills.  Vice-Chairman Harkrader seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

PAYMENT OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS BONDS
Chairman Reed asked Legal Counsel Frank Ierulli at the last board meeting if it would be appropriate for the Election Commission to pay for the Commissioners’ bonds.  Mr. Ierulli replied this act would be acceptable.  Chairman Reed asked for a motion for the payment of Commissioner Bonds by the Election Commission.  Vice-Chairman Harkrader stated she did not have any issue paying her own bond.  Chairman Reed stated he felt the payment by the Election Commission would be seen as a cost of doing business.  Secretary Gibson stated she felt no reason for the Election Commission to begin paying for the bonds.  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Executive Director Bride stated there was a 24% turnout in the April Consolidated General Election.  There are currently eight outstanding absentee ballots that will be counted in the coming week.  Election Judges will be brought in to process these ballots.  There were a total of nine provisional ballots, none of which counted.  The only close race was the 3rd district City Council race; there is a thirteen vote difference.  Two of the eight outstanding absentee ballots are from the third district.  Executive Director Bride stated there was an issue during the closing of the polls which dealt with daylight savings time.  The equipment was asking for an administrative password.  Once all polling places were notified of this password, they were able to close the polls.  This issue with daylight savings time will need to be addressed with Hart InterCivic in the coming months.  

Mrs. Petty stated that while she was voting, a voter left without casting the ballot.  An Election Judge, instead of cancelling the ballot, completed voting for the individual.  Assistant Executive Director Gannon stated she remembered speaking with Mrs. Petty on Election Day concerning this issue.  A phone call was made to that specific polling location to let all Election Judges know that if a ballot is abandoned, it must be cancelled.  Executive Director Bride stated this issue is stressed in training and will continue to be stressed in future training sessions.

Mrs. Petty also inquired into the affidavit that must be completed if a voter is requesting assistance and whether or not this form could be changed.  Assistant Executive Director Gannon stated this form is a mandated form by the state and no provisions to the form can be made.  Mrs. Petty stated she would have to contact the State Board of Elections concerning the wording.  She feels that elderly persons, without a disability, should be able to ask for assistance.  The way the form currently reads, this is not allowed.

Mrs. Kelley stated while she was in her polling place a voter had selected two candidates they did not wish to vote for.  Mrs. Kelley pointed out that none of the Election Judges knew how to deselect the two candidates.  Assistant Executive Director Gannon stated she remembered this call coming in on Election Day by the Election Judges.  A staff person was able to walk the Election Judges through the process in order to successfully assist the voter.  Again, this issue is stressed in Election Judge training and will continue to be stressed in future training sessions. 
Executive Director Bride stated the mandatory 5% retabulation will begin on Wednesday, April 15th at 10:00 a.m.  All parties that must be notified have been along with the two candidates from the 3rd District City Council race.  One of the precincts that have been randomly chosen is within the 3rd City Council District.  Executive Director Bride stated he invited the candidates to allow them to see the process and if a discovery recount is filed, to explain why one of the precincts had already been tampered with.  

Assistant Executive Director Gannon stated there have been concerns raced with the current size of the voter registration cards.  The cards are either being lost in the mail or lost when received by the voter.   Secretary Gibson asked if all registered voters are in need of a new voter registration card.  Assistant Executive Director Gannon stated with the voter purge this summer, a new voter registration card by law must be mailed to all registered voters.  Now is the time to make a change to the voter registration card if this is something the Commissioners are interested in doing.  Vice-Chairman Harkrader stated making the card a little bigger may help to ensure registered voters are not mistakenly throwing away their voter registration card when it arrives or misplacing it before the next election.  Ms. McDonald stated she would be willing to run a press release prior to each mailing.

Mrs. Petty commented she nor did anyone else from her polling place, that she spoke with, receive a new voter registration card notifying them of the change in polling place.  Assistant Executive Director Gannon stated there is a record of the cards being mailed.  She will follow up with the bulk mail unit at the post office to ensure the cards were mailed.

Executive Director Bride stated that prior to the April election Washington School requested they no longer be used as a polling location.  Executive Director Bride stated he would find another location after the April election, as it was too close to the election to move it at that time.  Also, WeaverRidge Clubhouse has requested to no longer use their facility as a polling location.  On Election Day there was a candidate who was very aggressive to all persons entering the clubhouse.  Unfortunately, if the candidate is more that 100 feet away from the entrance to the polling location, it is outside of the Election Commission’s jurisdiction.  The police were called a number of times to the facility, yet the candidate persisted.  WeaverRidge felt this was such an inconvenience; they would no longer like to be used as a polling location.  Secretary Gibson stated she is outraged by this candidates’ persistence and the inconvenience it has caused to a number of voters who will be dislocated to another polling location.  

Mrs. Petty recommended looking into the Rising Sun Baptist Church as a possible replacement for WeaverRidge Clubhouse.

Executive Director Bride stated he would like to attend a three day training in May for the Maptitude program that was purchased last year.  Grant money can be used for the training; however, there would be expenses for travel, food and lodging.  Vice-Chairman Harkrader moved to approve the training session for Maptitude.  Secretary Gibson seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  

The Canvass Meeting for the April Consolidated General Election has been scheduled for Wednesday, April 22nd at 4:00 p.m.  
The Association of Election Commission Officials of Illinois’ Spring Conference is being hosted in Peoria May 6th through May 8th.  May 6th is the executive board meeting, May 7th is the conference, and May 8th is the association meeting.  Executive Director Bride stated it would be nice for the Commissioners to try to attend a portion of the conference and perhaps join the members at dinner either Wednesday or Thursday evening.      

The regular May meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 5th.  

ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion of Vice-Chairman Harkrader and seconded by Secretary Gibson, the motion passed unanimously, the meeting adjourned at 4:35 p.m.
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