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Board of Election Commissioners

542 S.W. Adams · Peoria, IL 61602-1553

THIS MARCH 2009 MONTHLY MEETING OF THE BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF PEORIA WAS HELD IN THIS COMMISSION OFFICE AT 542 SW ADAMS ON TUESDAY,

 MARCH 3, 2009.
PRESENT:
LaColis Reed, Chairman



Mary E. Harkrader, Vice-Chairman
Camille M. Gibson, Secretary

Thomas Bride, Executive Director



Elizabeth Gannon, Assistant Executive Director

Frank Ierulli, Legal Counsel 
GUESTS: 
Becky Kelley
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Reed at 4:03 p.m.

MINUTES AND BILLS FOR FEBRUARY 2009
Vice-Chairman Harkrader moved to approve the minutes for the February 10th regular meeting.  Secretary Gibson seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 
Secretary Gibson moved to approve the February 2009 bills.  Vice-Chairman Harkrader seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

CANVASS FOR FEBRUARY 24TH, CONSOLIDATED PRIMARY ELECTION
Executive Director Bride stated there are three outstanding ballots for this election.  All three ballots were mailed within Peoria and would have to be postmarked more than a week prior to today’s date in order to count.  It is unlikely that these ballots will be returned, but if they are returned the canvass for the February 24th Consolidated Primary would have to be amended.  Commissioners were instructed to sign the two copies of the canvass.  One copy will remain in the office and the other will be mailed to the Illinois State Board of Elections.  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Executive Director Bride stated that the February 24th Consolidated Election cost just around $19,000.  There was a 7% turnout.  The election has been wrapped up and the staff is now moving forward with the Consolidated General Election
Secretary Gibson inquired into Early Voting numbers for the Consolidated Primary.  Executive Director Bride responded that around 100 people voted early, which was about 10% of the vote.  

Executive Director Bride stated that for the General Election, Early Voting is March 16th through April 2nd.  ICC North will be both an Early Voting site and a Polling Place.  Peoria Health Department will be a Polling Place for Precincts 23 and 31.  New voter registration cards have been mailed to voters affected by these Polling Place changes.  The staff is currently in the process of proofing both the ballot and the audio for voting equipment.

As a result of pending action from the State’s Attorney’s Office concerning one of the mayoral candidates, Executive Director Bride explained that all absentee in-person voting will be done on paper.  If a court order is issued to change the ballot, these paper ballots can be remade by Election Judges in order to be tabulated within the correct election database.  If the ballot is changed after the start of Early Voting, in which election equipment is used, then a second database will be created and a program call Fusion will be leased from Hart InterCivic.  This program allows multiple election databases to be merged into one for tabulation.  The rental fee for Fusion is around $5,000.00.  

Chairman Reed asked how much it would cost to make a change to the ballot.  Executive Director Bride stated that if a change does have to be made, it depends on when during the election process the change has to occur.  If the change is prior to Early Voting, the cost will be very minimal.  If the change is necessary after the start of Early Voting, there is a cost of leasing the software from Hart Intercivic for a fee around $5,000.00.  
The April meeting has been rescheduled for Tuesday, April 14th.  

ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion of Vice-Chairman Harkrader and seconded by Secretary Gibson, the motion passed unanimously, the meeting adjourned at 4:24 p.m.

______________________________








______________________________








______________________________
Page 2 of 2

