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Board of Election Commissioners

542 S.W. Adams · Peoria, IL 61602-1553

THIS JANUARY 2009 MONTHLY MEETING OF THE BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF PEORIA WAS HELD IN THIS COMMISSION OFFICE AT 542 SW ADAMS ON FRIDAY,

 JANUARY 2, 2009.
PRESENT:
LaColis Reed, Chairman



Mary E. Harkrader, Vice-Chairman
Camille M. Gibson, Secretary

Thomas Bride, Executive Director



Elizabeth Gannon, Assistant Executive Director

ABSENT:
Frank Ierulli, Legal Counsel 
GUESTS: 
Becky Kelley


Jean Sanger



Tanya Koonce

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Reed at 2:02 p.m.

MINUTES AND BILLS FOR NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 2008
Secretary Gibson moved to approve the minutes for the November 20th canvass meeting.  Vice-Chairman Harkrader seconded. Motion passed unanimously. Secretary Gibson moved to approve the minutes for the December 2nd regular meeting.  Vice-Chairman Harkrader seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  Vice-Chairman Harkrader moved to approve the minutes for the December 2nd executive session meeting.  Secretary Gibson seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Vice-Chairman Harkrader moved to approve the December 2008 bills.  Secretary Gibson seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

NEW POLLING PLACES
Executive Director Bride stated he was unable to find an alternative polling place building for Precinct 37.  Instead, Executive Director Bride recommended moving precinct 37 with precinct 14 at St. Andrews Anglican Church.  This polling place will be used for the February Primary for precinct 37 only and open for both precincts 14 and 37 for the April Election.  Secretary Gibson asked if Executive Director Bride looked into using Lincoln Middle School.  Executive Director Bride reported he felt parking was insufficient and ruled out Lincoln Middle School as a possible alternative.  

Executive Director Bride recommended moving precinct 59 out of Sterling Towers and back to Universalist Unitarian Church.  This is a result of lack of parking at Sterling Towers.  Precinct 58 will remain at Sterling Towers since this precinct encompasses this building.  

Vice-Chairman Harkrader moved to accept Executive Director Bride’s recommendations for polling place changes.  Secretary Gibson seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Executive Director Bride stated there will be a February 24th Consolidated Primary Election in City Council Districts three and five. There will be twenty four Polling Places.  Election Judges have been mailed availability letters, Election Judge placement in Polling Places has begun, and overseas ballots will be mailed on Monday.  

Extended registration begins tomorrow and the office will be open from 9:00 a.m. to12:00 p.m. through the end of January.  Grace Period Voting begins January 27th through February 10th and Early Voting begins February 2nd through February 19th.  

Executive Director Bride stated he was unable to finalize ICC North as an Early Voting satellite site for upcoming elections, due to the holidays.  The contact will be back in the office on Monday and is confident an arrangement will be met based on previous conversations.  A definitive answer will be made in the coming week.

Chairman Reed asked that an informational handout be designed with important dates and timeframes for the February Primary Election and this be posted on the website as well.

Vice-Chairman Harkrader inquired into the timeframe between the February Consolidated Primary Election and the April Consolidated General Election.  Executive Director Bride stated there is an overlap in timeframes with regard to canvass deadlines and absentee voting.  Only City Council Districts 3 and 5 will be affected by these overlaps in timeframes.  Executive Director Bride explained that within the past six years election timeframes have grown longer with Early Voting and Provisional Voting.  Changing the Consolidated General election to late April has been discussed, but no legislation was introduced.  Executive Director Bride stated election law has been changed to allow more candidates to trigger a Primary Election.  Since the City of Peoria has changed this election law back to three candidates to trigger an election, this does not affect the Peoria Election Commission.
Secretary Harkrader asked if the Care and Treatment Board will be open for Early Voting for the February Primary Election.  Executive Director Bride stated only the office and ICC North will be used in February, but both ICC North and the Care and Treatment Board will be open for the April Consolidated General Election.  No Early Voting will be available to City of Peoria voters at the Peoria County Clerk’s office for the Primary Consolidated Election.  Secretary Gibson stated she thinks there should be Early Voting in the Peoria County Clerk’s Office for City of Peoria voters for the April General Election.  

Secretary Gibson inquired into how the Peoria Election Commission will handle the potential special election for the open Senate seat.  Executive Director Bride stated the language in the legislation designed to deal with this situation, although it hasn’t been acted on, states that if the decision to hold a special election is made after January 1, 2009 the Primary for the Senate seat will be held during the April Consolidated General Election and the General for the open Senate seat will be held May 25, 2009.
ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion of Secretary Gibson and seconded by Vice-Chairman Harkrader, the motion passed unanimously, the meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m.

______________________________








______________________________








______________________________
Page 1 of 3

