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Board of Election Commissioners

542 S.W. Adams · Peoria, IL 61602-1553

THIS NOVEMBER 2008 MONTHLY MEETING OF THE BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF PEORIA WAS HELD IN THIS COMMISSION OFFICE AT 542 SW ADAMS ON FRIDAY,

 NOVEMBER 7, 2008.
PRESENT:
Camille M. Gibson, Chairwoman



Mary E. Harkrader, Secretary



LaColis Reed, Vice-Chairman



Thomas Bride, Executive Director



Elizabeth Gannon, Assistant Executive Director

Frank Ierulli, Legal Counsel 
GUESTS: 
Jacqueline Petty


Becky Kelley
The meeting was called to order by Chairwoman Gibson at 3:35 p.m.

MINUTES AND BILLS FOR OCTOBER 2008
Secretary Harkrader moved to approve the minutes for the October 7th meeting.  Vice Chairman Reed seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
Secretary Harkrader moved to approve the October 2008 bills.  Vice-Chairman Reed seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

NOVEMBER 4, 2008 GENERAL ELECTION REPORT
Executive Director Bride stated the overall turnout for the November General Election was 68.56%, which is down around 4% from the 2004 General Election. The turnout was lower than expected.  However, Executive Director Bride stated 28% of voters voted early.  
On Election Day there were over 250 provisional ballots.  Research to determine which provisional ballots will be counted has not yet been completed.  Executive Director Bride reported a few problems on Election Day.  Roosevelt Magnet School started the day handing out all Federal Only ballots to the first twenty eight voters.  However, compared to 2006 and 2004 elections, federal only ballots issued were down.  Executive Director Bride believes this is due to the training of election judges and the points stress on federal only ballots.
Executive Director commended the staff on their hard work and dedication throughout the election process.  Chairwoman Gibson and Secretary Harkrader agreed and commended both Executive Director Bride and Assistant Executive Director Gannon personally for their hard work as well.
EARLY VOTING LOCATIONS FOR 2009
Executive Director Bride stated that MidState College has asked to no longer be used as an early voting location.  Early Voting satellite sites are not required in consolidated election years, but if the election commission does decide to have a satellite site an alternative location will need to be found.  Chairwoman Gibson recommended contacting Illinois Central College about using their north canvass in the future.

ELECTION DAY POLLING PLACES FOR 2009

Executive Director Bride reported two polling places have asked to not be used as polling locations in the future.  Those two polling places are Reservoir Estates and Madison Avenue Methodist Church.  Also Executive Director Bride reported he would like to move one of the precincts out of Sterling Towers because of parking issues.  These polling places changes will be addressed in the coming weeks.  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Executive Director Bride commended the staff and the commissioners for their hard work on Election Day.

OTHER BUSINESS

The Canvass Meeting has been set for Thursday, November 20th at 3:30 p.m.
Jacqueline Petty asked what the procedure is if a voter goes to the wrong polling place.  Executive Director Bride stated Election Judges at every polling place are supplied street guides and maps to help voters locate the correct polling location.
Jacqueline Petty stated the machines give many voters a hard time.  She requested an enhancement be made to the equipment to notify voters more effectively that a blank ballot is about to be cast.  Executive Director Bride stated he would be more than happy to have a conversation with Hart about implementing an enhancement to the system that would flash or blink on the voting screen, letting voters know a blank ballot is about to be cast.

ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion of Secretary Harkrader and seconded by Vice-Chairman Reed, the motion passed unanimously, the meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m.
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