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Board of Election Commissioners

542 S.W. Adams · Peoria, IL 61602-1553

THIS OCTOBER 2008 MONTHLY MEETING OF THE BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF PEORIA WAS HELD IN THIS COMMISSION OFFICE AT 542 SW ADAMS ON THURSDAY,

 OCTOBER 9, 2008.
PRESENT:
Camille M. Gibson, Chairwoman



Mary E. Harkrader, Secretary



LaColis Reed, Vice-Chairman



Thomas Bride, Executive Director



Elizabeth Gannon, Assistant Executive Director

Frank Ierulli, Legal Counsel 
GUESTS: 
Jacqueline Petty


Becky Kelley


Jean Sanger


William Halstead

The meeting was called to order by Chairwoman Gibson at 4:10 p.m.

MINUTES AND BILLS FOR SEPTEMBER 2008
Secretary Harkrader moved to approve the minutes for the September 2nd meeting.  Vice Chairman Reed seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
Vice-Chairman Reed moved to approve the September 2008 bills.  Secretary Harkrader seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION NOTICE
Executive Director Bride explained the court order issued in Cook County binding both Cook County election jurisdictions to republish the language, post new language in Polling Places, and hand the new language for the Calling of a Constitutional Convention to each voter.  Mr. Ierulli discussed the email sent from the State Board of Elections regarding guidance to all other election jurisdictions throughout the state to comply with the court order as best they can.  No further direction will be provided by the State Board of Elections.  The Cook County court decision is not binding on the election commission, therefore the Commissioners need to decide how to handle this within the City of Peoria.  County Clerk Steve Sonnemaker has stated the county will send the new language with all outgoing absentee ballots and post the new language in each voting booth.  The Commissioners decided to follow the direction the County Clerk.  Secretary Harkrader moved and Vice Chairman Reed seconded to post the new language for the Calling of a Constitutional Convention as decided in the Cook County court decision in each voting booth and mail out with absentee ballots.  The motion passed unanimously.  
EARLY VOTING/NEW VOTING EQUIPMENT ADVERTISING
Executive Director Bride showed the Commissioners the commercial that will be aired on several different channels throughout Early Voting.  Claire Howard from the Peoria Journal Star will be covering Early Voting in the Sunday paper throughout Early Voting.  Executive Director Bride also showed the Commissioners the sticker design and insert for the Saturday newspaper advertising Early Voting to Peoria residents.  The direct mail will be sent the second week of early voting and the robo calls the Monday of the last week.  Executive Director Bride stated he thought it would be a better idea to spread the advertisements out over Early Voting.  
Jacqueline Petty asked if military personnel have to be registered to vote by the close of registration in order to request an absentee ballot.  Executive Director Bride informed her that military personnel can register and request and absentee ballot on one form called a Federal Post Card Application.  The deadline for receiving these applications is extended past the close of registration to allow more time for military to register to vote. 
William Halstead voiced his concerns about visitor parking for Early Voters voting at the election commission.  Executive Bride stated a notice has been distributed to all employees within the Police Station and the Municipal Building to not park in the visitor parking spots.  Secretary Harkrader asked to discuss with the police station the possibility of leaving the bar up that leads to the side parking lot for the weeks of early voting.  Also to designate at least five parking spots between the Municipal Building and the Police Station as Park to Vote only spots.  Assistant Executive Director Gannon stated she would discuss the possible solutions with the Police Station and attempt to make parking as assessable as possible for Early Voters coming to the office.

William Halstead requested another Early Voting Site in the south end of Peoria.  He believes the designated south side Early Voting sites will be too overwhelmed to handle the turnout.  Executive Director Bride stated Early Voting sites for the first week have already been published.  If we look at turnout in the first week and decide more Early Voting sites and/or expansion or hours on both the north and south end of town is necessary, the issue can be addressed at that time.   

William Halstead inquired into the number of people who will be out on Election Day for problem solving issues.  Executive Director Bride stated over fifteen technical workers have been recruited to handle issues that may arise with the voting equipment.  Staff in the office will handle all other issues phoned in on Election Day.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Executive Director Bride reported cellular phones have been purchased for all Polling Places.  The phones themselves were free through Verizon Wireless, the only expense is a flat rate of $.06 per minute and a minimal federal tax when not activated.  
A presentation on Maptitude was completed for the Commissioners.  The program is designed specifically for election jurisdictions.  It allows for easy redistricting, mapping of precincts and polling places, and street guide updates.  The upfront purchase of this program can be paid for with HAVA funds, maintenance fees in coming years will need to be paid for through the election commission’s budget.  Vice Chairman Reed moved and Secretary Harkrader seconded to purchase the Maptitude GIS program.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Executive Director Bride asked to purchase extra extension cords and surge protectors for all polling places.  Secretary Harkrader moved to purchase any election supplies needed for the upcoming election. Vice Chairman Reed seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.
OTHER BUSINESS

The November meeting has been moved to 3:00pm on November 7th.  

ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion of Secretary Harkrader and seconded by Vice-Chairman Reed, the motion passed unanimously, the meeting adjourned at 5:20 p.m.
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