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Board of Election Commissioners

542 S.W. Adams · Peoria, IL 61602-1553

THIS SEPTEMBER 2008 MONTHLY MEETING OF THE BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF PEORIA WAS HELD IN THIS COMMISSION OFFICE AT 542 SW ADAMS ON TUESDAY,

 SEPTEMBER 2, 2008.
PRESENT:
Camille M. Gibson, Chairwoman



Mary E. Harkrader, Secretary



LaColis Reed, Vice-Chairman



Thomas Bride, Executive Director



Elizabeth Gannon, Assistant Executive Director

Frank Ierulli, Legal Counsel 
GUESTS: 
Jacqueline Petty


Becky Kelley


Jean Sanger
The meeting was called to order by Chairwoman Gibson at 4:00 p.m.

MINUTES AND BILLS FOR AUGUST 2008
Secretary Harkrader moved to approve the minutes for the August 5th meeting.  Vice Chairman Reed seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
Vice-Chairman Reed moved to approve the August 2008 bills.  Secretary Harkrader seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

EARLY VOTING/ NEW EQUIPMENT ADVERTISEMENTS

Executive Director Bride discussed the Early Voting flyer and mailer designed for the newspaper and household mailing respectively.  A sticker for the front of the paper will also be included.  This sticker, along with the insert will be distributed in the Saturday, October 11th issue of the Journal Star.  Chairwoman Gibson wanted to make sure that all Deputy Registrars receive the flyers for further advertisement.  
EARLY VOTING POLLING PLACES
Executive Director Bride distributed a list of all Early Voting locations.  See attached.  The County Clerk’s Office is available for city residents to vote early, however it will only be published in the three notices required by law.  It will not be included on any other advertisement.  The County Clerk has decided not to have an Early Voting site for county residents in the Election Commission Office.  Secretary Harkrader moved to accept the Early Voting sites.  Vice Chairman Reed seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Executive Director Bride reported on his attendance at the Election Center National Conference in Dallas. Executive Director Bride reported that he enjoyed the speakers, especially the Election Assistance Commission presentations on new management guidelines and quick studies that have recently been released.  Executive Director Bride also reported interest in a new program that tracks equipment leaving and returning for the election.  This software would increase chain of custody procedures.  
Executive Director Bride reported that Assistant Executive Director Gannon will attend the AECOI meeting coming up in St. Louis.  Both Executive Director Bride and Assistant Executive Director Gannon plan on attending the County Clerk’s meeting in Springfield at the end of the month.

Executive Director Bride showed the Commissioners the ballot layout as it will appear on the eSlate voting equipment in the November election.  Executive Director Bride stated the ballot is organized with one column.  According to studies, having one column as opposed to two or three lessens the chances of voters under voting in races.  The ballot will be eight pages long.  Proofing of the ballot will begin tomorrow.    
Chairwoman Gibson inquired into how one becomes a military/overseas voter.  Assistant Executive Director Gannon reported the voter either request a ballot for overseas or a Federal Post Card Application is completed which acts as both a registration and an absentee application.  These ballots will be mailed out Friday, September 5th if the ballot has been finalized or early the following week.  Secretary Harkrader inquired about those voters who will be out of the county for the election and when they can request absentee ballots.  Executive Director Bride stated requests are being accepted now; the first day for absentee voting, both by mail and in person, is September 25th.  Vice Chairman Reed asked how the order for party candidates is decided for the ballot.  Executive Director Bride explained there is a drawing done at the County Clerk’s office and the Election Commission creates the ballot based on the results of the drawing.  

Executive Director Bride reported there is $35,600 left in HAVA funds without Early Voting advertisements and $2,500 for accessibility issues remaining.  Chairwoman Gibson asked if the program for tracking equipment can be paid for using HAVA funds.  Executive Director Bride reported that the program can be purchased with HAVA funds and he is waiting on prices.  More definite potential spending options will be presented at the October meeting.   Secretary Harkrader asked if the tax levy funds had been received yet from the county.  Executive Director Bride stated the funds had not yet been received but will call the county to see when the check is expected. Secretary Harkrader stated a ramp had been purchased last election and wanted to know which polling place was using it.  Executive Director Bride stated St. Bernards uses the ramp; there is a two inch lip at the entrance to the polling place and the ramp makes it accessible.  Chairwoman Gibson asked if all of our Polling Places where accessible.  Executive Director Bride reported that 100% of our Polling Places are accessible.  Chairwoman Gibson inquired into the number of Election Judges available for the November election.  Executive Director Bride stated recruitment has been successful and numbers are up.  He also stated a letter was mailed to Caterpillar in hopes of recruiting more Election Judges.  

OTHER BUSINESS

Secretary Harkrader stated a Republican Election Judge contacted her regarding a mailing sent out by the Republican Party for training.  The newsletter has some incorrect information printed on it regarding voting rights.  Secretary Harkrader requested that a member from the office be present at the meeting to make sure the information presented to the Election Judges is accurate.  Secretary Harkrader moved that Executive Director Bride call Republican Chairman Rudy Lewis and ask if a member of the office staff can be present at these trainings.  Vice-Chairman Reed seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

The October meeting has been moved to October 9th.  

Jean Sanger asked if there would be straight party voting on the November ballot.  Executive Director Bride reported there was a bill on the floor this year, however it did not pass.   
ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion of Secretary Harkrader and seconded by Vice-Chairman Reed, the motion passed unanimously, the meeting adjourned at 4:35 p.m.
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