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Board of Election Commissioners

542 S.W. Adams · Peoria, IL 61602-1553

THIS AUGUST 2008 MONTHLY MEETING OF THE BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF PEORIA WAS HELD IN THIS COMMISSION OFFICE AT 542 SW ADAMS ON TUESDAY,

 AUGUST 5, 2008.
PRESENT:
Camille M. Gibson, Chairwoman



Mary E. Harkrader, Secretary



LaColis Reed, Vice-Chairman



Thomas Bride, Executive Director



Elizabeth Gannon, Assistant Executive Director

Frank Ierulli, Legal Counsel 
GUESTS: 
Jacqueline Petty


Becky Kelley


Sarah Goldstein WCBU

The meeting was called to order by Chairwoman Gibson at 4:10 p.m.

MINUTES AND BILLS FOR JULY 2008
Secretary Harkrader moved to approve the minutes for the July 1st meeting.  Vice Chairman Reed seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
Secretary Harkrader moved to approve the executive minutes for May 13th and June 3rd meetings with corrections to June 3rd minutes.  Vice Chairman Reed seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
Vice-Chairman Reed moved to approve the July 2008 bills.  Secretary Harkrader seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

EARLY VOTING ADVERTISEMENTS

Executive Director Bride discussed using the HAVA funds for advertisements on the new equipment but not on Early Voting. Chairman Gibson asked when the mailings for early voting and the new equipment would take place. Executive Director Bride said the mailings would go out the week before early voting starts. Assistant Executive Director Beach discussed the options for advertising including robo calls to registered voters @ $.035 per call, public access channel for voting on the new equipment and scrolling the early voting sites, television commercials on Insight cable channels with three packages of $500, $1000, and $1500, and a three color-up household mailing for 45250 @ $.118, a billboard, and an insert and sticker in the Journal Star. 
Executive Director Bride stated that the mailings and robo calls were good because they targeted only registered voters. Secretary Harkrader commented that a billboard would be hard to explain the early voting sites or voting on the new equipment and would only be good for general information. Chairman Gibson discussed going on local TV stations and new programs, and Executive Director Bride said that the Commission and County Clerks offices were going to both, splitting appearances on the new programs. Executive Director Bride spoke about sending out press releases, including audio press releases to radio stations.  Chairman Gibson liked the idea of using a sticker on the outside and an insert in the Journal Star and said that by using most of the proposed advertisements the Board was doing a good job of getting the news out to the voters. Secretary Harkrader commented that the cost difference between the Thursday paper and Saturdays was minimal and she liked the idea of advertising in the Saturday paper.  Vice-Chairman Reed moved to proceed with advertisements including robo calls, direct mailing, public access channel, TV commercials and an insert in the Journal Star.  Secretary Harkrader seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

NEW POLLING PLACE

Executive Director Bride told the Commissioners that we needed to move Precinct 17 from Westminster Presbyterian Church to Trinity Lutheran Church with Precincts 15 & 16. He told the Commissioners that we could not use the Peoria Next building because of security issues. He said Precinct 17 is the smallest precinct in Westminster. Secretary Harkrader asked if more judges would be placed at Trinity Lutheran Church and was told the number would be increased. Chairman Gibson asked how the voters would be notified of the change and Executive Director Bride said all voters in Precinct 17 would be sent a new voter id card and a press release about the changes that would be issued by the office. Secretary Harkrader moved to move Precinct 17 to Trinity Lutheran Church, and Vice Chairman Reed seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Executive Director Bride reported about his attendance at the Certified Election Registration Administration Classes in Florida. He said he would be attending the Election Center National Conference in August in Dallas.

Executive Director Bride reported that the joint meeting with the Election Commission Association and the County Clerk’s Association had fallen through and he wasn’t sure if he would be attending the Election Commission meeting in Collinsville. Secretary Harkrader asked to have an agenda of the Clerks’ meeting sent to her.

Secretary Harkrader told the Commissioners that she would be gone the date of the October meeting. The October Election Commission meeting was moved to Thursday, October 9th at 4:00 pm.
Executive Director Bride reported that the Election Specialist position was offered to Rebecca Plotkin and that she had accepted the position with the Election Commission. She will start Monday.

Executive Director Bride showed the Commissioners the Election Judges letter. The Commissioners asked to be added to the Election Judges mailing list. He told the Commissioners that a letter had been sent out to Precinct 1-20 and so far about 30 people had responded with an interest in being an Election Judge. He stated that the Election Judge’s training will begin the last week of September.

OTHER BUSINESS

Secretary Harkrader asked about adding two Early Voting locations. Executive Director Bride reported that Brian Elsasser had inquired about adding an early voting location at the Northwoods Community Church on Wilhelm. Executive Director Bride said he wanted to add two locations on weekends from 9-3 on Saturday and 1-4 on Sundays. Secretary Harkrader mentioned she had talked to Roger John about an additional early voting location in the south end and he suggested Riverwest Apartments or the Peoria Housing Authority. Chairman Gibson mentioned the possibility of St. Joseph Hall. 
Becky Kelley asked if the Commission had received the tax levy check from Peoria County. Executive Director Bride said the money had be requested but not yet received. 
ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion of Secretary Harkrader and seconded by Vice-Chairman Reed, the motion passed unanimously, the meeting adjourned at 4:58 p.m.
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