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Board of Election Commissioners

542 S.W. Adams · Peoria, IL 61602-1553

THIS JULY 2008 MONTHLY MEETING OF THE BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF PEORIA WAS HELD IN THIS COMMISSION OFFICE AT 542 SW ADAMS ON TUESDAY,

JULY 1, 2008.
PRESENT:
Camille M. Gibson, Chairwoman



Mary E. Harkrader, Secretary



LaColis Reed, Vice-Chairman



Thomas Bride, Executive Director



Frank Ierulli, Legal Counsel 
ABSENT:
Elizabeth Beach, Assistant Executive Director

GUESTS: 
Jacqueline Petty


Jean Sanger
The meeting was called to order by Chairwoman Gibson at 4:00 p.m.

MINUTES AND BILLS FOR JUNE 2008
Vice-Chairman Reed moved to approve the minutes for the June 3rd meeting.  Secretary Harkrader seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

Vice-Chairman Reed moved to approve the June 2008 bills.  Secretary Harkrader seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Executive Director Bride reported on the meeting with the Peoria County Clerk and staff in regard to joint advertising for the November election.  The two jurisdictions agreed to utilize the peoriavotes.com website more readily, print flyers for Early Voting to distribute to local entities and businesses, and share the responsibility of promoting Early Voting through media outlets.  Chairwoman Gibson asked Executive Director Bride to present figures next month on stickers and inserts in the Peoria Journal Star as well as public service announcements.  
Executive Director Bride reported both the Election Commission and the County Clerk will allow Early Voting for the other jurisdiction in each office.  This is possible through the Intergovernmental Agreement allowing each office’s staff to work the voting unit and process voters.  
Executive Director Bride reported on the meeting with the major parties within Peoria.  Unfortunately the Republican Party chair was unable to attend, therefore Sheldon Schaffer representing the Green Party, Billy Haalstead representing the Democratic Party, and the Peoria County Clerk were present. Mr. Haalstead would like to see an Early Voting site added on the South Side of Peoria.  Executive Bride stated if he sees voter registration increase in the South Side of Peoria he will address the idea of adding an addition Early Voting Site in this area.  Vice-Chairman Reed asked if Mr. Haalstead suggested possible locations on the South Side for the additional Early Voting Site.  Executive Director Bride reported no suggestions were made.  Chairwoman Gibson stated she thinks the additional Early Voting site is a great idea, but would like to ensure balance and suggested an additional site be added further north than MidState College.  Executive Director Bride agreed the two additional sites could alleviate congestion on Election Day, especially out north and suggested the sites only be open for voting on the weekends during Early Voting.   
Executive Director Bride stated he did not think there would be any problem using Peoria Next as a new polling place; however no final answer has been given by Peoria Next staff.  Next month, a final answer will be received and a motion for an official move will be placed on the agenda.  
Executive Director Bride stated the new office furniture has been installed.  Staff is in the process of reorganizing and cleaning up the office.
Executive Director Bride reported the back scan of all voter registration cards and additional attachments is around three fourths of the way complete.  An estimated completion date is the end of July.  

Executive Director Bride stated 47 applications for the Election’s Specialist position have been received.  Advertisements for the position were posted on the County website, the Peoria Election Commission website, within the Peoria Journal Star and mailings were sent to local groups and entities.    A candidate will hopefully be hired and start work by beginning to mid August.  
OTHER BUSINESS

The Peoria Board of Election Commissioners agreed to meet August 5th at 4:00 pm for next month’s regular board meeting.
Mrs. Petty asked if she needed to attend a Deputy Registrar training course at the Peoria County Clerk’s Office if she had already been trained through the Peoria Election Commission. Executive Bride stated she did not need to attend any additional training courses to meet her appointment qualifications as a Deputy Registrar for the County of Peoria.   

ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion of Secretary Harkrader and seconded by Vice-Chairman Reed, the motion passing unanimously, the meeting adjourned at 4:29 p.m.
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