THIS MAY 2008 MONTHLY MEETING OF THE BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF PEORIA WAS HELD IN THIS COMMISSION OFFICE AT 542 SW ADAMS ON TUESDAY,

MAY 13, 2008.
PRESENT:
Camille M. Gibson, Chairwoman

LaColis Reed, Vice-Chairman


Mary E. Harkrader, Secretary



Thomas Bride, Executive Director



Elizabeth Beach, Assistant Executive Director



Michael Gifford, Legal Counsel 
GUESTS: 
Becky Kelley



Jean Sanger


Jackie Petty


Karen McDonald
The meeting was called to order by Chairwoman Gibson at 4:17 p.m.

MINUTES AND BILLS FOR APRIL 2008
Secretary Harkrader moved to approve the minutes for the April 8th meeting.  Vice-Chairman Reed seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

Vice-Chairman Reed moved to approve the April 2008 bills.  Secretary Harkrader seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

OFFICE EQUIPMENT PROPOSAL
Executive Director Bride stated two government bids were received from Widmer Interiors and Lincoln Office for new workstations in the main area of the office.  Executive Director Bride recommended the Board accept the bid from Lincoln Office in the amount of $48887.37.  This amount does not include a rail and additional shelving and storage accessories for the workstations.  These additions will be minimal price increases to the quoted figure.  Secretary Harkrader inquired into a time frame for installation.  Executive Director Bride stated delivery and install can be expected within four to six weeks of order placement.  Vice-Chairman Reed moved to approve the quote from Lincoln Office.  Secretary Harkrader seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.   
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Executive Director Bride reported Illinois House Bill 273 calls for straight party voting for the November 2008 election only.  The status of the bill and the final language are unknown.  As the bill stands now potential hurdles for implementation may be certification of voting equipment to tabulate straight party voting, how the software counts straight party votes, and voter education.  Executive Director Bride stated he would keep the Board updated on the status of this bill.

Executive Director Bride reported the upgrade to the JBC software has been completed.  Hart Intercivic has decided to decrease the cost from $1000 to $500 as a result of the efficiency of upgrade.

Executive Director Bride reported Precinct 17 will be moved to the Peoria Next building as long as its Board of Directors approves the move.  The Peoria Next building is actually located in Precinct 16, however election law allows for adjoining precincts to cross boundaries.
Executive Director Bride reported Phase II of our HAVA funds has a balance of $48,768.00.  Uninterrupted Power Supply units will be purchased for under $10,000 with these funds along with voter education expenses, extension cords, and a backup system.  The accessibility grant has a balance of $5230.  Funds from both HAVA grants must be spent by the end of this year, and plans for spending these funds will be laid out within the next few months.  
Executive Director Bride informed the board that Populex has been decertified as acceptable voting equipment by the State Board of Elections.  Executive Director Bride stated the primary reason in the report for the decertification was the fact that no absentee program had been developed.  Sangamon County, the only county in Illinois using the system, will need to find replacement voting equipment before the November election.  Chairwoman Gibson stated her relief in the fact that the Peoria Board of Election Commissioners had not bought the Populex system and was not in the same situation as Sangamon County.
Executive Director Bride presented estimated costs over the next two years for him to complete the Certified Election Registration Administrators (CERA) program through the Election Center.    Secretary Harkrader inquired into what the classes entail.  Executive Director Bride stated the classes are broken down into twelve specific categories ranging from Certification of Voting Systems to the History of Elections.  Chairwoman Gibson stated Executive Director Bride needed to contact the County of Peoria to see if these classes qualify for the Educational Reimbursement Plan in the current Employee Personnel Manual.  Vice-Chairman Reed moved for approval of the program for Executive Director Bride.  The motion was seconded by Secretary Harkrader.  Motion passed unanimously.  Vice-Chairman Reed requested anticipated expenses be added into the budget for next year. 
OTHER BUSINESS

Secretary Harkrader stated after meeting with County Clerk Sonnemaker, some questions were raised concerning advertising for the upcoming November 2008 election.  County Clerk Sonnemaker would like to advertise as much as possible with the Election Commission.  Executive Director Bride stated he is willing to work with the County Clerk’s office in this regard.  Executive Director Bride also stated most of these advertising expenses can be paid for with Phase II grant money.  
Secretary Harkrader inquired into the United States Supreme Court decision to uphold identification requirements to vote in Indiana and whether or not Illinois is moving in this direction.  Executive Director Bride stated there is a bill in the Illinois House concerning this issue, but it was presented by the opposing party and does not feel it will pass in Illinois at this time.    

Assistant Executive Director Beach reported on the Association of Election Commissioners of Illinois (AECOI) meeting held in Bloomington, Illinois May 8th through May 9th.  Overall, the conference and the speakers were very educational.  Doug Lewis from the Election Center presented good ideas for preparing for the Presidential Election.  Kyle Thomas from the State Board of Elections announced the statewide voter database is currently being implemented and training will be scheduled by voter registration vendor in the near future.  Presentations were also given on Election Day voter registration and recruitment and retention of Election Judges.  Many helpful and innovative ideas were taken from the conference and will be implemented within the office. 
Vice-Chairman Reed asked Executive Director Bride to look into the successful Early Voting turnout in West Virginia for the Primary election.  Vice-Chairman Reed was hoping to find innovative ways to improve our Early Voting numbers through their example.
Frank Ierulli, Sr. and Rosemary Trump recently passed.  Vice-Chairman Reed acknowledges and sends our sympathies to their families and friends.    

EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS PENDING LITIGATION

A motion was made to go into Executive Session pursuant to Section 2(c)(11) of the Open Meetings Act by Secretary Harkrader and seconded by Vice-Chairman Reed in order to discuss pending litigation at 5:06 p.m.  The motion passed unanimously.  The meeting was closed to the public and Executive Session was convened. Vice-Chairman Reed moved and Secretary Harkrader seconded to come out of executive session at 5:30 p.m. The motion passed unanimously. 

ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion of Vice-Chairman Reed and seconded by Secretary Harkrader, the motion passing unanimously, the meeting adjourned at 5:32 p.m.
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