THIS MARCH 2008 MONTHLY MEETING OF THE BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF PEORIA WAS HELD IN THIS COMMISSION OFFICE AT 542 SW ADAMS ON TUESDAY,

MARCH 4, 2008.
PRESENT:
Camille M. Gibson, Chairwoman

LaColis Reed, Vice-Chairman


Mary E. Harkrader, Secretary



Tom Bride, Executive Director



Elizabeth Beach, Assistant Executive Director



Frank Ierulli, Legal Counsel 
GUESTS: 
Rosemary Trumpe



Tanya Koontz



Jackie Petty



Becky Kelley



Brian Feldt



Steve Sonnemaker



Jean Sanger
The meeting was called to order by Chairwoman Gibson at 4:00 p.m.

MINUTES AND BILLS FOR FEBRUARY 2008
Secretary Harkrader moved to approve the minutes for the February 12th and February 21st meetings.  Vice-Chairman Reed seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

Vice-Chairman Reed moved to approve the February 2008 bills.  Secretary Harkrader seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

FEBRUARY 5, 2008 GENERAL PRIMARY ELECTION
Executive Director Bride reported that voter turnout for the February 5, 2008 General Primary Election for the City of Peoria was 41%.  Executive Director Bride stated the turnout was over 15% higher than the last Presidential Primary Election.  All voter history has been completed along with the mandatory 5% retabulation assigned by the State Board of Elections.  No equipment will be backed up or reset until five business days after the canvass for the state of Illinois.  The State Board of Elections must canvass by March 7th.  

Vice-Chairman Reed asked for an explanation of the bad JBC and MBB cards from the General Primary Election for both the City of Peoria and the County Clerk’s Office.  Executive Director Bride reported the bad equipment has not yet been sent to Hart for explanations and corrections and will not be sent until after the deadline for filing a discovery recount.  However, after talking with Hart, he believes the JBC screen needs to be replaced and the JBC itself is stable.  A firmware update is needed to address the issue experienced at Peoria County.  

PROPOSAL FOR RELOCATION OF THE ELECTION COMMISSION AND THE ELECTION DIVISION OF THE PEORIA COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE

Chairwoman Gibson opened the discussion by stating a few personal thoughts on the subject asserting that voters have spoken twice on the issue of combining the two election authorities and in both instances have voted to keep the jurisdictions separate.  Chairwoman Gibson believes it is not the job of the Commission or its Commissioners to get involved in the politics of such decisions and all partisan issues should stop at the door.  The job of the Election Commission is to best serve the voters within the City of Peoria effectively and efficiently with no involvement in contests or referenda.  Chairwoman Gibson also addressed the many changes city and county voters have had over the last few years with regard to Early Voting and new voting equipment.  She expressed the concern that relocating the two offices may only add confusion instead of simplify matters.  The floor was then opened to the Peoria County Clerk Steve Sonnemaker to give a synopsis of the proposal.
Peoria County Clerk Steve Sonnemaker thanked the board for putting this item on the Election Commission’s agenda and allowing him to come and talk about the proposal.  Mr. Sonnemaker stated the proposal would enhance the current intergovernmental agreement by putting both the Election’s Division of the County Clerk’s Office and the Election Commission under one roof.  The proposal is not an attempt to change the will of the voter’s by combining the two election jurisdictions; however, the proposal is for the benefit of the voter’s through more convenient service and lower costs.  County Clerk Sonnemaker recommended that an ad-hoc committee be formed comprised of possibly a City Council member, a board member from the Election Commission, and a County Board member.  The committee could perform a feasibility study and research the proposal further.   Mr. Sonnemaker believes that putting both election jurisdictions under the same roof could have valuable outcomes and is worth looking into.  

Chairwoman Gibson stated she is not ruling out the proposal completely; however there are certain parameters that need to be considered.  There are many other ways in which the City Election Commission and the Election’s Division can cooperate such as joint troubleshooter and Election Judge training along with equipment sharing and maintenance.  Chairwoman Gibson also mentioned the possibility of putting an Election Commission Early Voting site in the County Clerk’s Office as a way to alleviate the number of city voters turned away each election at the county.  Executive Director Bride stated he would be willing to pursue this idea in November and thought the Intergovernmental Agreement could aide in staffing and equipment use.   Chairwoman Gibson stated the Election Commission and the Election Division of the County Clerk’s Office should concentrate on training and sharing an Early Voting site at this time.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Executive Director Bride reported that he and Assistant Executive Director Beach would be observing the special congressional election on March 8th in Kane County. He also stated the office is preparing to back scan all of the voter registration cards into the new voter registration system and at the same time redact the social security numbers, except the last for digits, before the cards are scanned. 
Executive Director Bride told the Commissioners that he and Assistant Director Beach are planning on attending the IACCR meeting in Bloomington, IL on March 16th & 17th. He also spoke with Midstate College about finding more room for early voting for the November General Election. The possibility exists to use one classroom for most of the day during early voting. 

Executive Director Bride stated that information had been sent to Bradley University for recruiting interns for the office and Election Judges. Chairwoman Gibson recommended getting announcements made in criminal justice classes to help with recruitment of Election Judges. Tanya Koontz stated she would make an announcement in her class at Bradley University.  
OTHER BUSINESS

Secretary Harkrader told the Commissioners that she felt that at least one precinct at Westminster needs to be moved for the November General Election. Tanya Koontz recommended the Global Communications Center at Bradley University. Chairwoman Gibson said she would investigate locations on the Bradley University campus. The suggestion to investigate Whittier School, and the Fire Station east of University was made from the floor and Vice-Chairman Reed. 

Chairwoman Gibson recommended that a letter be sent to the party chairs discussing poll watchers leading into the general election. Executive Director Bride told the Commissioners the issue of poll watchers would be addressed in election judge training for the upcoming general election.
ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion of Secretary Harkrader and seconded by Vice-Chairman Reed, the motion passing unanimously, the meeting adjourned at 5:05 p.m.
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