THIS JANUARY 2008 MONTHLY MEETING OF THE BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF PEORIA WAS HELD IN THIS COMMISSION OFFICE AT 542 SW ADAMS ON MONDAY,

DECEMBER 31, 2007.
PRESENT:
Camille M. Gibson, Chairwoman

LaColis Reed, Vice-Chairwoman



Mary E. Harkrader, Secretary



Tom Bride, Executive Director



Elizabeth Beach, Assistant Executive Director

GUEST: 
Frank Ierulli
The meeting was called to order by Chairwoman Gibson at 2:10 p.m.

MINUTES AND BILLS FOR DECEMBER 2007

Secretary Harkrader moved to approve the minutes for the December 4th meeting. Vice-Chairman Reed seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

Secretary Harkrader moved to approve the December 2007 bills.  Vice-Chairman Reed seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

BID SELECTION FOR PRINTING APPLICATIONS TO VOTE
Executive Director Bride recommended the Board select American Speedy Printing for the printing of Applications to Vote for the February 5, 2008 General Primary Election.  Secretary Harkrader asked if anyone has had any experience with this company.  Vice-Chairman Reed mentioned the organization he is apart of uses the company frequently and is very satisfied with their services.  Secretary Harkrader moved to accept the low bid from American Speedy Printing.  Vice-Chairman Reed seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

FEBRUARY 5TH, 2008 GENERAL PRIMARY
Executive Director Bride reported the office has had fourteen In-Person Absentee Voters thus far.  A handful of ballots have been mailed and several Applications for Absentee Ballots have been mailed as well.  
The issues with the audio have been corrected and the ballot is complete.  Election Judge training begins on Monday, January 7th.  There will be a make-up Election Judge training closer to the election for those Judges who could not make it to the regularly scheduled training sessions.  Chairwoman Gibson wanted to make sure that courtesy, kindness, and fairness be stressed to Election Judges when working with the public.  As far as Election Judge staffing, a few polling places are short on Republican Judges, but Executive Director Bride is comfortable with the staffing numbers for Election Day.  
Executive Director Bride reported that starting next week he will be advertising Early Voting to the public through the newspaper, television, and radio.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Secretary Harkrader moved to allow Election Commission employees to have Christmas Eve off as a holiday.  Vice-Chairman Reed Seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Chairwoman Gibson pointed out that the regular February meeting is scheduled for Election Day.  The board agreed to move the regular meeting back a week to February 12th, 2008 at 4:00 p.m.  
Secretary Harkrader expressed her concerns over voters not understanding how to use the electronic voting equipment.  Executive Director Bride stated the importance of training Election Judges on giving helpful instructions to voters is essential and will be stressed in training.  

Secretary Harkrader asked how write-in votes will work as a result of the change in the law.  Executive Director Bride explained that in the past all races had a space to write-in a candidate.  That is no longer the case.  Now, only races with certified write-in candidates will have a write-in line on the ballot.  Election Judge training will also concentrate on this issue to ensure Election Judges are aware and understand the change. Secretary Harkrader inquired into how many votes a certified write-in candidate has to receive to be elected.  Mr. Ierulli stated he would look into the law concerning this issue.   
OTHER BUSINESS

Vice-Chairman Reed inquired into the discrepancies found in the cumulative voting report recently dispersed to Election Commission board members.  Executive Director Bride stated the issue is coming from the rounding.  The report has been forwarded to Hart Intercivic to look into the rounding issue.  
ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion of Secretary Harkrader and seconded by Vice-Chairman Reed, the motion passing unanimously, the meeting adjourned at 2:43 p.m.
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