THIS OCTOBER 2007 MONTHLY MEETING OF THE BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF PEORIA WAS HELD IN THIS COMMISSION OFFICE AT 542 SW ADAMS ON TUESDAY,

OCTOBER 2, 2007.
PRESENT:
Mary E. Harkrader, Chairwoman

Camille M. Gibson, Vice-Chairwoman



LaColis Reed, Secretary



Tom Bride, Executive Director



Elizabeth Beach, Assistant Executive Director



William Atkins, Assistant States Attorney

GUEST: 
Karen McDonald


Tanya Koonce

The meeting was called to order by Chairwoman Harkrader at 4:02 p.m.

MINUTES AND BILLS FOR SEPTEMBER 2007

Secretary Reed moved to approve the minutes for the September 4th meeting. Vice-Chairwoman Gibson seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

Executive Director Bride explained that a scanner had been purchased in addition to the hardware proposed at no additional expense to the original figure.  All hardware purchased will be paid for using grant money. Vice-Chairwoman Gibson moved to approve the September 2007 bills.  Secretary Reed seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

EARLY VOTING POLLING PLACES
Executive Director Bride stated that Allied Agencies on Knoxville agreed to let us use their building for Early Voting.  It is a public building, so there will be no fees, plenty of parking is available, and internet access will be managed by Peoria County’s IT Department.  Allied Agencies will replace the Gift Advocacy Center as an Early Voting Polling Place.  The County Clerk will be extending Early Voting hours from 8:00am to 7:00pm Monday through Friday.  Executive Director Bride recommended the Board not extend Early Voting hours because of fiscal constraints and Election Judge logistics.  The Board agreed not to increase hours, but to reevaluate the need for extended Early Voting hours after the primary election.    
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Executive Director Bride presented the current budget figures to date and a projected draft budget for 2008.  Utilities and maintenance projections were based on last years figures.  Health insurance, FICA, IMRF, and Medicare are based on three employees as opposed to four.  Executive Director Bride asked Assistant States Attorney Atkins if the budget needs to be posted.  Assistant States Attorney Atkins said he would prepare a legal opinion regarding the matter.  Chairwoman Harkrader inquired into the amount listed for Election Judges and what this amount covered.  Executive Director Bride stated this amount covers Election Day and Early Voting staffing costs.  He also stated the amount figured under maintenance agreements for the Voter Registration System will more than likely be paid through HAVA funds for the first two years.  
Executive Director Bride stated the installation of the Voter Registration software and new hardware has begun.  Training with a DFM associate will begin next week and last for three weeks.  
Executive Director Bride stated the Voter Purge is well underway.  Following National Voter Registration Act guidelines, registered voters who have been suspended and have not voted since prior to the November 2004 election have been deleted from the database.  As a result, the city of Peoria currently has around 60,000 registered voters.
Chairwoman Harkrader stated both her and Executive Director Bride attended the Association of Election Commission Officials of Illinois in early September.  At the meeting both Harkrader and Bride voted against amending the bylaws to increase membership fees.  Executive Director Bride stated the Election Commission is spending over $2000.00 a year to attend three AECOI meetings.  The Peoria Election Commission is scheduled to host the December AECOI meeting.  The Commissioners decided to continue to belong to the association and to host the December 2008 meeting in Peoria on the assumption that AECOI will pay for all expenses incurred.  Executive Director Bride agreed to check with AECOI about expenses for the winter meeting and to make hotel reservations as well.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

Secretary Reed moved and Vice-Chairwoman Gibson seconded to enter into executive session to discuss pending litigation at 4:44 p.m. The motion passed unanimously.  Vice-Chairwoman Gibson and Secretary Reed seconded to come out of executive session at 5:57 p.m. The motion passed unanimously. 
OTHER BUSINESS

No other business.
ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion of Secretary Reed and seconded by Vice-Chairwoman Gibson, the motion passing unanimously, the meeting adjourned at 5:58 p.m.
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