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: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS : 
  

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS : 
 
Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, November 26, 2002, a Regula r Meeting of the City Council was held 
this date at 6:18 P.M., at City Hall, 419 Fulton Street, Mayor David P. Ransburg presiding. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Roll call showed the following Council Members present:  Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting,  
Sandberg (arrived at 6:28 P.M.), Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg  – 11; Absent:  None. 
  

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Mayor Ransburg requested a moment of silent prayer and requested that the family of former Public 
Official Zack O. Monroe, who passed away on November 24, 2002, be remembered in everyone’s 
thoughts, and then he lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

MINUTES 
 
Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting and 
Executive Sessions held on November 19, 2002, as printed; seconded by Council Member Turner. 
 
 Approved by roll call vote. 

Yeas: Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner,  
Mayor Ransburg - 10;  

Nays: None. 
 
PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS  
 
CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE. 
 
(02-777) PAYMENT ESTIMATE FOR PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT PROJECT:   

STONEGATE ROAD ROADWAY IMPROVEMENT (North Street to Lake Street)  
(Removal of existing combination curb and gutter, and driveway approaches;  
construction of concrete sidewalks, combination curb-sidewalks, p.c.c. gutter,  
driveway pavement, underdrain, storm sewer, and a bituminous concrete pavement  
overlay.)  C&G CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION – PAY ESTIMATE #2:   
$77,380.26; TOTAL AUTHORIZATION APPROVED:  $77,380.26.  (For  
Information Only) 

 
(02-778) Communication from Corporation Counsel Requesting Authorization for the  
  *  Retention of RAFTELIS FINANCIAL CONSULTING and GEORGE RAFTELIS,  

for an Amount not to Exceed $150,000; TRI-COUNTY  REGIONAL PLANNING  
COMMISSION, for an Amount not to Exceed $20,000; and HOWARD &  
HOWARD, ATTORNEYS AT LAW, for an Amount not to Exceed $100,000, as  
Approved by the Water Selection Committee. 

 
(02-779) Communication from Director of Inspections Requesting Authorization to Enter  
  **  into the NECESSARY CONTRACTS to Award the TWO-YEAR RESIDENTIAL  

DEMOLITION CONTRACT to the Low Bidder, BACHMAN, INC., in the Amount  
of  *$5,713.00 (AVERAGE) Cost Per Unit, with Backup Contractor Provisions for 
the Sequential Low Bidder of NE FINCH, in the Amount of *$7,989.85 
(AVERAGE) Cost Per Unit. 
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(02-780) Communication from Corporation Counsel with ORDINANCE NO. 15,394  
Amending CHAPTER 31 of the Code of the City of Peoria PROHIBITING THE  
USE OF WATER WELLS Within a Defined Area of the City at or Near 4245 N.  
KNOXVILLE AVENUE. 

 
(02-781) Communication from Finance Director/Comptroller Regarding the Schedule of  
  Results of the OCTOBER 26, 2002, AUCTION.  (For Information Only) 

 
CONSIDERATION OF REPORT BACKS AS FOLLOWS: 

 
(02-690) Communication from Superintendent of Police, Corporation Counsel and Director  
  *** of Inspections with REPORT BACK on NOISE AND LITTER VIOLATIONS AND 

ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES.  
 
Council Member Grayeb moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the communications; 
seconded by Council Member Morris.                 
 
Council Member Grayeb requested Item No. 02-690 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further 
discussion. 
 
Council Member Gulley requested Item No. 02-779 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further 
discussion. 
 
Council Member Nichting requested Item No. 02-778 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further 
discussion. 

 
Item Nos. 02-777 through 02-781 (excluding Item Nos. 02-778, 02-779, and 02-690 which were 
removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion) were approved by roll call vote under 
the Omnibus Vote Designation. 
Yeas: Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner,  

Mayor Ransburg - 10;  
Nays: None. 

 
(02-778) Communication from Corporation Counsel Requesting Authorization for the  
  *  Retention of RAFTELIS FINANCIAL CONSULTING and GEORGE RAFTELIS,  

for an Amount not to Exceed $150,000; TRI-COUNTY  REGIONAL PLANNING  
COMMISSION, for an Amount not to Exceed $20,000; and HOWARD &  
HOWARD, ATTORNEYS AT LAW, for an Amount not to Exceed $100,000, as  
Approved by the Water Selection Committee. 

 
Council Member Nichting said given that a decision had yet to be made by the Illinois Supreme Court, 
and the concern what the outcome might be, he suggested that the analysis could be done through a more 
competitive process to provide a different angle.  He said he would not support this item. 
 
Council Member Thetford moved to authorize the retention of Raftelis Financial Consulting and George 
Raftelis, for an amount not to exceed $150,000; Tri-County Regional Planning Commission, for an 
amount not to exceed $20,000, and Howard & Howard, Attorneys at Law, for an amount not to exceed 
$100,000, as approved by the Water Selection Committee; seconded by Council Member Teplitz. 
 
 Approved by roll call vote. 

Yeas: Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg - 9;  
Nays: Nichting - 1. 

 
Council Member Sandberg arrived at 6:28 P.M. 



 

NOVEMBER 26, 2002                           CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS                                  25862 
 
(02-779) Communication from Director of Inspections Requesting Authorization to Enter  
  **  into the NECESSARY CONTRACTS to Award the TWO-YEAR RESIDENTIAL  

DEMOLITION CONTRACT to the Low Bidder, BACHMAN, INC., in the Amount  
of  *$5,713.00 (AVERAGE) Cost Per Unit, with Backup Contractor Provisions for 
the Sequential Low Bidder of NE FINCH, in the Amount of *$7,989.85 
(AVERAGE) Cost Per Unit. 

 
Council Member Gulley said after a review of the recommendation, it was brought to his attention that the 
recommendation approved a contract at a cost per unit price.  He said the price in the recommendation  
was actually a square foot price as it was bid and approved.  He said he wanted to note the $5,713.00 was 
the average cost per unit.  He explained the record should reflect the motion would be an approval of a 
square foot unit price, but each demolition project would have an actual cost and not an average cost. 
 
In discussion with Council Member Sandberg regarding how many demolitions there had been in the past 
two or three years, and the number anticipated for 2003, Director of Inspections John Kunski said he had 
the information from 1992 to 2002 that was broken down by commercial structures, garages, residential, 
and asbestos removal, and he said he would provide a copy of the information to Council Member 
Sandberg.     
 
Council Member Gulley moved to author ize the City to enter into the necessary contracts to award the 
two-year residential demolition contract to the low bidder, Bachman, Inc., in the amount of $5,713.00 
average cost per unit, with backup contractor provisions for the sequential low bidder of NE Finch, in the 
amount of $7,989.85 average cost per unit, with the understanding that each demolition project would 
have an actual cost and not an average cost; seconded by Council Member Morris. 
 
 Approved by roll call vote. 

Yeas: Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner,  
Mayor Ransburg - 11;  

Nays: None. 
 
(02-690) Communication from Superintendent of Police, Corporation Counsel and Director  
  *** of Inspections with REPORT BACK on NOISE AND LITTER VIOLATIONS AND 

ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES.  
 
Council Member Grayeb said he was particularly interested in the enforcement of noise violations  
coming from vehicles on the public way.  He said he noted there were 156 tickets issued for this violation 
through August, 2002.  He said that probably was not enough but he realized the violators had to be 
caught in action and he had confidence these tickets would be sustained in the court of law.  He said he 
also was interested in the fine structure as it related to homes and apartments.  He said he had many 
complaints from neighbors of rude and obnoxious neighbors who disturbed the peace through their 
partying and loud music.  He said he noticed the fine was still at the $50.00 level and he said fines for 
noise generated on the public way was increased to $200.00, and he suggested that $50.00 was too little.  
 
Council Member Grayeb moved to increase the fine for noise generated from homes and apartments to 
$200.00; seconded by Council Member Teplitz. 
 
Council Member Nichting pointed out that this motion would direct Staff to bring back an Ordinance that 
would change the fine to $200.00. 
 
In discussion with Council Member Thetford regarding the collection of noise violation fines, 
Corporation Counsel Randy Ray said the experience of trying these issues had generally been good and 
the courts had uniformly enforced the fines.  He said fines were paid to the Circuit Clerk’s Office and 
then were transferred to the City in a lump sum, so it was difficult to obtain a statistical feedback on what 
percentage had been paid.  He said he could request a representative sample to determine the progress. 
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He said there had been follow up on these fines, in that if a person did not pay their fine, they would be 
brought back to court; and, if the person did not show up for court, a warrant was issued.  He said this 
situation was certainly not being ignored.   
 

Motion to increase the fine for noise generated from homes and apartments to $200.00, which 
directed the Administration to bring an Ordinance back to the Council for action and receive and 
file the report was approved by roll call vote. 
Yeas: Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner,  

Mayor Ransburg - 11;  
Nays: None. 
 

(02-782) Communication from Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting  
Approval of the SALE of 1807 NORTH BIGELOW, in the Amount of $49,450.00, 
and Authorizing the City Manager to Execute the Necessary Documents. 

 
Council Member Teplitz moved to approve the sale of 1807 North Bigelow, in the amount of $49,450.00, 
and authorize the City Manager to execute the necessary documents; seconded by Council Member 
Turner. 
 

Approved by roll call vote. 
Yeas: Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner,  

Mayor Ransburg - 11;  
Nays: None. 

 
(02-783) SITE APPROVAL FOR AN EXPANSION OF A CLASS “A” (TAVERN) LIQUOR 

LICENSE for 3000 STERLING, with Recommendation of Liquor Commission to 
Approve, with Petitions Bearing 32 Signatures in Opposition.  

 
Council Member Sandberg said he would be abstaining from the vote due to a business relationship with 
the Petitioner. 
 
Council Member Spears moved to defer this item until the first meeting in January, 2003, which would be  
the January 7, 2003, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Morris. 
 

Motion to defer this item until January 7, 2003, was approved by roll call vote. 
Yeas: Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner,  

Mayor Ransburg - 10;  
Nays: None; 
Abstention:  Sandberg - 1. 

 
(02-784) CITY MANAGER REPORT TO CITY COUNCIL. 
 
Council Member Turner moved to receive and file the City Manager Report to City Council; seconded by  
Council Member Grayeb 
 

Approved by roll call vote. 
Yeas: Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner,  

Mayor Ransburg - 11;  
Nays: None. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
(02-412) Communication from Director of Economic Development Recommending the SALE  
   of a CITY-OWNED VACANT LOT, in the Amount of $250.00 Plus Closing Costs,  

Located at 1924 N. HAMPTON COURT, Rescinding Action Taken on June 18,  
2002, and Authorizing the City Manager to Execute the Necessary Documents.   
(New Communication)   

 
Council Member Teplitz moved to approve the sale of a City-owned vacant lot, in the amount of $250.00  
plus closing costs, located at 1924 N. Hampton Court, rescind action taken on June 18, 2002, and  
authorize the City Manager to execute the necessary documents; seconded by Council Member Grayeb. 
 
In discussion with Council Member Nichting, Development Specialist Greg Banks explained there was a 
misunderstanding regarding the amount of one bid involving a progressive bid, which the City could not 
accept. 
 

Motion to approve the sale of a City-owned vacant lot, in the amount of $250.00 plus closing  
costs, located at 1924 N. Hampton Court, rescind action taken on June 18, 2002, and  
authorize the City Manager to execute the necessary documents was approved by roll call vote. 
Yeas: Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner,  

Mayor Ransburg - 10;  
Nays: Nichting - 1. 

 
(02-755) Communication from Finance Director/Comptroller with 2003 PRELIMINARY 

BUDGET DOCUMENTS and ADDITIONAL 2003 BUDGET INFORMATION: 
 
A. Communication from Finance Director/Comptroller with REPORT BACK 

on the 2003-2007 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM; 
 

B. Communication from Director of Public Works with REPORT BACK 
Regarding 613-615 N. E. JEFFERSON STREET. 

 
City Manager Michael McKnight distributed a copy of a communication regarding 2003 Budget 
Reduction by Line Item and Estimated 2002 Expenditures to all members of the City Council. 
 
City Manager McKnight gave a brief overview of the communication.  He explained the list of affected 
department line items requested to achieve savings that would offset the number of employees targeted by 
layoffs due to the operating deficit.  He said the amount reduced from departmental services was 
$413,690, with an additional amount reduced as a result of a decrease in medical insurance for City 
employees of $349,988, and an additional $51,728 decrease in Library medical insurance costs (both of 
which had a corresponding decrease in revenue), for a total amount realized from this round of cuts in the 
amount of $815,406.     
 
Council Member Thetford said she felt more cuts could have been made to reduce the number of layoffs. 
She referred to a communication from the previous week that had a chart regarding what had been spent 
year-to-date and what had been budgeted, in the contractual line, there was approximately $3 million.  
She expressed concern that more funding was not reduced from that area and used as a reduction on the 
deficit. 
 
Finance Director/Comptroller Ellie Hogan said the October Revenue Report that would be presented to 
Council at the December 3rd Council Meeting reported revenues were under-budget, discounting the 
State’s portion, by about 5%.  She said expenditures were under-budget by 4%, which meant there were 
less revenues than expenditures for 2002.  She said this would require 1% to come from fund balance and 
Department Heads knew they would have to spend the bare minimum.   
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In discussion with Council Member Thetford regarding what was being done to place a hold on additional 
expenditures for the remainder of the year, City Manager McKnight explained there was a major 
adjustment to contractual in August to meet the adjusted budget.   
 
In further discussion, Director Hogan explained that if the $815,406 in reductions were accepted, at this 
point, there would be 32 employees laid off, plus 12 employees who would be taking early retirement. 
Director Hogan said the Council would receive more up-to-date projections of revenue and actual 
expenditures for contractuals and supplies at the December 3rd Council Meeting. 
 
Additional discussion was held regarding the 5% reduction in revenues projected for the end of 2002 and 
adjustments in projected revenue for 2003. Council Member Nichting expressed concern that if revenue 
projections were reduced for 2002, even more 2003 revenues would be needed to make up the difference 
for 2003.   
 
Accounting Coordinator Jim Scroggins discussed assumptions on Page 7 of the communication that was 
distributed, and he said a break-even budget did not provide any increases in reserves or coverage for the 
prior year deficit, if one existed.   
 
Council Member Nichting indicated if revenues were less then expenses for the last two months of 2002, 
then there would be a deficit for the year and 2003 would start with a lower fund balance than was in the 
model.  He said more funding would be needed to cover current losses and the funding would have to 
come from some place or a lower fund balance would have to be accepted for 2003. 
 
City Manager McKnight agreed with that concept and he said the 2002 Budget could be continually 
adjusted until the very end of 2002.  He said if the revenues for the end of 2002 changed, then those 
actuals could change everything, which was out of his control.  He said he could only provide the Council 
with the best estimates possible. 
 
Mayor Ransburg pointed out that if there was a 1% difference in a $100 million budget, then that equaled 
$1 million and this was a legitimate concern if the City began 2003 with a deficit of $1 million, which 
would affect expenditures for 2003.  He added, before next week, the City Manager needed to review the 
revenue estimates for the last two months of 2002 and make sure the estimates were as accurate as 
possible.  
 
Council Member Spears said there were quite a few departments that brought in revenue in different 
ways, and he requested that there be a revenue break-down, per department, so the Council could review 
revenue streams. 
 
Council Member Nichting referred to training for the Council that was reduced 80%, and he requested a 
report back what the reductions would be if all departments reduced their training by 80%. 
 
In further discussion, City Manager McKnight said his instruction from the Council was to go back to the 
2002 level of funding and that would have been even a deeper cut than 80%. 
 
In discussion with Council Member Ardis regarding the cuts and he questioned if department heads had 
made a review, Director Hogan explained that a meeting was held with departments heads and they 
suggested cuts and those cuts were reviewed by the Budget Staff. 
 
City Manager McKnight further explained some department heads indicated that these cuts would impact 
the level of service they could provide.    
 
Council Member Morris referred to training reductions that had been made in the past, plus the current 
reductions, and he said he felt training for Staff was crucial for the future of the City and he indicated he 
hoped this was not a permanent reduction. 



 

NOVEMBER 26, 2002                           CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS                                  25866 
 
Council Member Thetford said even though reductions in training had been made, she pointed out that 
there was still funding in each individual department’s budget for travel and training.  She indicated she 
felt there could still be additional cuts in travel and training.  She said she would be interested in 
reviewing the reduction of expenditures for the remainder of the year.  She spoke in support of the 
proposed reductions outlined in the communication that was distributed. 
 
Council Member Thetford moved to accept the 2003 budget reductions, as proposed, in the amount of 
$815,406.00, with the understanding this was not the final budget; seconded by Council Member 
Sandberg. 
 
Council Member Nichting withdrew his request made earlier for a report back regarding what the 
reductions would be if all departments reduced their training by 80%. He said he had reviewed some 2002 
line item budget numbers and he was satisfied with the amounts proposed.    
 

Motion to accept the 2003 budget reductions, as proposed, in the amount of $815,406.00, with the 
understanding this was not the final budget was approved by roll call vote. 
Yeas: Ardis, Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Teplitz, Thetford, Turner,  

Mayor Ransburg - 11;  
Nays: None. 

 
Council Member Nichting referred to the 32 positions that would be reduced, and he requested a list of 
positions that would be affected. 
 
City Manager McKnight stated that list would be available and distributed at the next Council Meeting.  
He said he would be meeting with the Staff on Monday morning to determine what positions would be 
affected. 
 
Council Member Sandberg referred to a letter from the Chairman of the GIS Consortium Policy 
Committee which indicated their funding request was already included in the 2003 City of Peoria Budget, 
and he questioned if GIS Staff salaries would be discussed at a later date.  He added if these were 
contractual services, he questioned why the funding was in the salaries portion. 
 
Council Member Teplitz requested that City Engineer Gene Hewitt attend the December 3rd Council 
Meeting so this issue could be discussed further.   
 
Council Member Turner expressed further concern regarding the reduction in projected revenue for the 
end of 2002, and he discussed increases in base wage rates and healthcare and he said this would again be 
a problem for 2003.  He said there was a need to discuss, in detail, structural changes to continue to 
provide services and not have to continually deal with these funding problems.   
 
Council Member Thetford said the Neighborhood Development Commission did not receive any 
corporate funding this year and there was a need for $12,000.  She said without this funding, the NDC 
could not mail agendas for their meetings and she was concerned about how the Commission would 
function. She said there were some neighborhood groups that were not entitlement eligible and there were 
pending applications.  She said, if corporate funding was not identified, Charter Oak Village sign 
renovation, Hamilton Park survey, Western Avenue Greenway, Sunset Hills newsletter, Columbia 
Terrace-North Day Spring Park and Armstrong green space would go unfunded.   
 
Council Member Thetford moved to adjust the proposed 2003 amount for computers from $350,000 to 
$180,000, take $158,000 of that amount and put it into operations to decrease the shortfall, and give the 
other $12,000 to the Neighborhood Development Commission for printing, mailing agendas, and funding 
the non-entitlement grants; seconded by Council Member Teplitz. 
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Director Hogan explained if this funding was removed from Capital in 2003, it would also have to be 
removed in 2004, or layoffs would be deferred for another year. 
 
Information Systems Director Cathy Roger explained the $350,000 funding was to purchase software and 
network servers, along with computers.  She said her department was in the middle of a program to 
replace one-third of all personal computers annually, which had been ongoing for about four years.  She 
indicated the current system was Windows 95 and it was necessary to move over to Windows XP.  She 
said Windows 95 was no longer supported and could not continue operating at this pace.  She said this 
was not a choice of whether or not to replace computers on desks.  She explained some employees 
received new personal computers only because the computers were mandated by the software needed.  
She said this reduction would affect the Engineering Department in Public Works, GIS, etc. 
 
Council Member Morris said it seemed that the Council was not willing to entertain new revenue, and 
even with a good economy in 2004, there was still a zero balance for unrestricted fund balance.  He 
expressed concern how Bond Counsel would view this situation and the financial health of the City.  He 
said he could not support the motion. 
 
Council Member Turner said he agreed with Council Member Morris and he referred to an article about 
cities across the nation and the article indicated that cities would be less able to support their financial 
needs in 2003 than any time in the past.  He said all economic indicators were a concern and this situation 
would not end in 2003 or 2004. 
 
Council Member Grayeb said there was need for cooperation from the Federal Government in these times 
of financial emergency.  He said there was a need for emergency revenue-sharing for State and Local 
governments. He further stated, after 9-11, Federal money was promised to train emergency first-
responders in disasters which had not been received.  He expressed concern how employee reductions 
would affect the services provided by the City.   
 
Council Member Thetford moved to amend her motion to take $12,000 from the $350,000 computer line 
and dedicate that funding to the Neighborhood Development Commission for printing, postage, and 
project grant needs; seconded by Council Member Teplitz. 
 
Council Member Gulley referred to the $7,200.00 for neighborhood signs, and he suggested that these 
signs could be made in-house by Public Works, which would be a cost savings.  He also suggested that 
NDC members could receive their agendas by e-mail to save additional costs. He added there were other 
savings in the Neighborhood Development Commission budget which could be explored.   
 
Council Member Sandberg reiterated that organization restructuring was needed.  He said he would not 
support the motion. 
 

Amended motion to take $12,000 from the $350,000 computer line and dedicate that funding to 
the Neighborhood Development Commission for printing, postage, and project grant needs was 
DEFEATED by roll call vote. 
Yeas: Grayeb, Gulley, Teplitz, Thetford - 4;  
Nays: Ardis, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Mayor Ransburg - 7. 

 
Council Member Ardis requested that Staff provide information regarding any amounts of monies that 
were not earmarked for any necessary project or that had not been accounted for, and bring this back to 
Council at the next Council Meeting for review. 
 
Council Member Grayeb said many comments had been made regarding cost-cutting and metro-
government, and he expressed concern that such changes could have a negative impact on the quality of 
services.  He said he did not want to erode the quality of police and fire services already in place. He 
added he did not want change that would sacrifice the public safety and quality.   
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Council Member Nichting referred to Item No. 02-755-B concerning the report back regarding 613-615 
N. E. Jefferson Street, and he requested information about Code Enforcement being responsible for the 
entire building now that they were the only division left, and the costs involved.  He requested some 
clarification on what the additional savings would be, and he expressed concern that the Staff 
recommended not selling the property. He recommended that the building be placed on the market to 
down-size. 
 
Council Member Nichting moved to move the Code Enforcement Department and place the City-owned 
building located at 613-615 N. E. Jefferson on the market to sell; seconded by Council Member Sandberg. 
 
Council Member Nichting said an RFP to go to bid for a listing agent and appraisal would have to be 
done. 
 
Discussion was held regarding the history of the building and how it came to be the Code Enforcement 
office. It was suggested that Code Enforcement should be moved closer to City Hall. 
 
In discussion with Council Member Grayeb regarding the building, City Manager McKnight said he had 
no problem with placing this building on the market, but he expressed concern whether or not the 
building would sell and what the actual value would be.   
 
Council Member Grayeb expressed concern that once the budget crisis had passed, whether or not the 
City would again need the building or if the City sold the building for too little money. 
 

Motion to move the Code Enforcement Department and place the City-owned building located at 
613-615 N. E. Jefferson on the market to sell was approved by roll call vote. 
Yeas: Ardis, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Thetford, Turner, Mayor Ransburg - 7;  
Nays: Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Teplitz – 4. 

 
Council Member Nichting clarified the amount anticipated for the sale of the building should not be 
included in the 2003 Budget projections. 
 
Council Member Sandberg suggested that, depending on the schedule and quickness of the move, certain 
cost savings could be included in the 2003 Budget.  He said all costs could not be eliminated until the 
building was sold. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
(02-785) REQUEST for REPORT BACK Regarding POLICE SPECIAL EVENT COSTS. 
 
Council Member Ardis requested Police Superintendent Stenson to provide a report back regarding Police 
special event costs.  He suggested cost sharing of police overtime and security for special events. 
 
(02-786)  REQUEST for INFORMATION on APPEARANCE of CELL TOWERS. 
 
Council Member Nichting referred to the appearance of cell towers and he questioned how color and 
aesthestics were addressed in the Code.  He said the Ordinance may need to be reviewed by Staff. 
 
Director of Planning and Growth Management Wayne Anthony said there had been some concern about 
the color of a particular tower that was being erected.  He said the Ordinance indicated that the tower 
needed to be made of galvanized aluminum or a neutral color. He indicated this was the first issue he had 
been made aware of regarding color.  He suggested his department could review this issue. 
 
Council Member Nichting requested that this issue be reviewed and Director Anthony could leave a voice 
mail for the Council to determine if this was something they wanted brought back for consideration. 
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CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 
 
No citizens came forward to address the Council. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
It was determined that no Executive Session was needed. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
Council Member Turner moved to adjourn the City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member 
Morris. 
 
 Approved by viva voce vote. 
 
The Council Meeting adjourned at 8:53 P.M. 
 
 
        ____________________________        
        Mary L. Haynes, MMC 
        City Clerk of Peoria, Illinois 
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