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: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS :

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, December 17, 2007, a Special City Council Meeting was held this date at 6:18 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, with Mayor Jim Ardis presiding.  

ROLL CALL

Roll call showed the following Council Members were physically present:  Gulley (arrived at 6:30 P.M.), Jacob, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 9;  Absent:  Manning, Spears – 2.       

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Ardis requested a moment of silent prayer or silent reflection, and he requested the public remember singer and songwriter Dan Fogelberg, a native of Peoria’s East Bluff, who passed away recently.  Mayor Ardis then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS, ETC.

PROCLAMATION:
DUNLAP MIDDLE SCHOOL EIGHTH GRADE GIRLS BASKETBALL
CONGRATULATIONS TO POLICE CAPTAIN MIKE SCALLY

Mayor Ardis commended Police Captain Mike Scally on his graduation from the FBI Training Academy with honors.
MINUTES
Council Member Montelongo moved to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on December 11, 2007; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Jacob, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 8;
Nays:
None.

PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OF PEORIA
(07-698)
PUBLIC HEARING Regarding the PROPOSED ANNEXATION of 12201, 

12025, and 12300 N. CLINE ROAD.
Council Member Nichting moved to open the Public Hearing regarding the proposed annexation of 12201, 12025, and 12300 N. Cline Road; seconded by Council Member Turner.
No objection was heard.
The Public Hearing opened at 6:25 P.M.

Following the third call, Mayor Ardis determined there were no citizens who wished to address the Council regarding this issue.

Council Member Nichting moved to close the Public Hearing regarding the proposed annexation of 12201, 12025, and 12300 N. Cline Road; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Jacob, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 8
Nays:
None.
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The Public Hearing closed at 6:27 P.M.

(07-699)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Approval of a RESOLUTION Approving the ANNEXATION AGREEMENT for Property Located North of HICKORY GROVE ROAD, South of CEDAR HILLS DRIVE, Along the East and West Sides of CLINE ROAD, Identified as Parcel Numbers 08-24-200-003, 08-24-400-001, and 09-19-100-002, all Located within One and One-Half Miles of the City of Peoria.
Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes distributed a communication regarding additional language to be included in the proposed Annexation Agreement to all members of the Council.  

Council Member Gulley arrived at the meeting at 6:30 P.M.

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Resolution approving the Annexation Agreement for property located North of Hickory Grove Road, South of Cedar Hills Drive, along the East and West Sides of Cline Road, identified as Parcel Numbers 08-24-200-003, 08-24-400-001, and 09-19-100-002, all located within one and one half miles of the City of Peoria, as amended, to add the following language to Section 2. in the Annexation Agreement to read 

“With respect to the foregoing, the parties recognize and agree that the zoning classification of the entirety of the residential property shall be R-3 upon the annexation of the property to the City.  However, the residential property collectively shall be limited to 2.66 dwelling units per acre (which accommodates flexible design and increased quality of life with the preservation of open space).  Any subdivision or phase thereof shall be limited to the density of 2.66 dwelling units per acre.”; seconded by Council Member Turner.
In discussion with Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes regarding the issue of density for a Class R-3, Council Member Sandberg determined that the density for a Class R-3 was 7.26 units per acre with a minimum lot size of 6,000 square feet, and a larger lot size for a residential cluster development of 8,700 square feet, which was consistent with previous annexations in this area.  It was further determined this density requirement would allow for both natural and man-made amenities.  
Motion to approve RESOLUTION NO. 07-699 approving the Annexation Agreement for property located North of Hickory Grove Road, South of Cedar Hills Drive, along the East and West Sides of Cline Road, identified as Parcel Numbers 08-24-200-003, 08-24-400-001, and 09-19-100-002, all located within one and one half miles of the City of Peoria, as amended, to add the following language to Section 2. in the Annexation Agreement to read: “With respect to the foregoing, the parties recognize and agree that the zoning classification of the entirety of the residential property shall be R-3 upon the annexation of the property to the City.  However, the residential property collectively shall be limited to 2.66 dwelling units per acre (which accommodates flexible design and increased quality of life with the preservation of open space).  Any subdivision or phase thereof shall be limited to the density of 2.66 dwelling units per acre.” was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 8;

Nays:
Sandberg – 1.  
(07-700)
PUBLIC HEARING Regarding the PROPOSED ANNEXATION of 12301 AND 12101 N. ROUTE 40 (Temporary Address).
Council Member Nichting moved to open the Public Hearing regarding the proposed annexation of 12301 and 12101 N. Route 40 (temporary address); seconded by Council Member Turner.
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No objection was heard.
The Public Hearing opened at 6:33 P.M.

Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those citizens wishing to address the City Council regarding this item.
Mr. Robert Pfohl, President of Devonshire Estates Homeowners Association Board of Directors, 

speaking on behalf of the Devonshire Homeowners Association, explained the Class R-3 zoning which allowed for 2.66 acres per unit was not consistent with the surrounding developments, which were zoned R-2 and had larger lot sizes.  He said he supported the annexation and development of this site, but he requested the residential portion be zoned R-2.  
Ms. Susan Grant, resident of Brentfield Drive located across from the proposed northern boundary annexation site, discussed the following concerns, and she requested these concerns become part of the record.  She expressed concern that the twenty-three acre large scale commercial development component of this project would be the view from her residence. If this property was rezoned C-2, there were approximately 105 uses allowed under C-2 that could be developed on this site without further Council approval.  She questioned if the development would focus on drawing citizens from Peoria, Dunlap, and surrounding subdivisions, or would it include a larger radius which would increase traffic flow and littering. She questioned the number of points of access there would be off Route 40 and where those accesses would be located.  
Following the third call, Mayor Ardis determined there were no other citizens who wished to address the Council regarding this issue.

Council Member Nichting moved to close the Public Hearing regarding the proposed annexation of 12301 and 12101 N. Route 40 (temporary address); seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None.

The Public Hearing closed at 6:40 P.M.

(07-701)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Recommending Adoption of the Following:
A.
RESOLUTION Approving the ANNEXATION AGREEMENT for Property Located North of HICKORY GROVE ROAD, South of CEDAR HILLS DRIVE, Along the West Side of ILLINOIS ROUTE 40, Identified as Parcel Numbers 09-19-400-005, and 09-19-151-003, all Located within One and One-Half Miles of the City of Peoria.

Director of Planning and Growth Management distributed a handout regarding additional language to be included in the proposed Annexation Agreement to all members of the Council.  

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Resolution approving the Annexation Agreement for property located North of Hickory Grove Road, South of Cedar Hills Drive, along the West Side of Illinois Route 40, identified as parcel numbers 09-19-400-005, and 09-19-151-003, all located within one and one-half miles of the City of Peoria as amended, to add the following language to Section 2. in the Annexation Agreement to read “With respect to the foregoing, the parties recognize and agree that the zoning classification of the entirety of the residential property shall be R-3 upon the annexation of the property to the City.  However, the residential property collectively shall be limited to 2.66 dwelling units per acre (which accommodates flexible design and increased quality of life with the preservation of open space).  Any subdivision or phase thereof shall be limited to the density of 2.66 dwelling units per acre.”; seconded by Council Member Turner.
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In response to Council Member Sandberg, Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes explained that all land annexed to the City of Peoria was zoned R-3.  Director Landes further explained the zoning requirements established for various areas surrounding this site.    

Motion to approve RESOLUTION NO. 07-701 approving the Annexation Agreement for property located North of Hickory Grove Road, South of Cedar Hills Drive, along the West Side of Illinois Route 40, identified as parcel numbers 09-19-400-005, and 09-19-151-003, all located within one and one-half miles of the City of Peoria as amended, to add the following language to Section 2. in the Annexation Agreement to read “With respect to the foregoing, the parties recognize and agree that the zoning classification of the entirety of the residential property shall be R-3 upon the annexation of the property to the City.  However, the residential property collectively shall be limited to 2.66 dwelling units per acre (which accommodates flexible design and increased quality of life with the preservation of open space).  Any subdivision or phase thereof shall be limited to the density of 2.66 dwelling units per acre.” was approved by roll call vote.
Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 8;

Nays:
Sandberg - 1.
B.
ORDINANCE Annexing Territory Contiguous to the City of Peoria Located  North of HICKORY GROVE ROAD, South of CEDAR HILLS DRIVE, Along the West Side of ILLINOIS ROUTE 40.
Council Member Nichting moved to adopt the Ordinance Annexing Territory Contiguous to the City of Peoria located  North of Hickory Grove Road, South of Cedar Hills Drive, along the West Side of Illinois Route 40; seconded by Council Member Turner.
ORDINANCE NO. 16,223 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 8;

Nays:
Sandberg - 1.
(07-702)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending APPENDIX B by REZONING Property Located at 12301 N. ROUTE 40 (Temporary Address) from the Present Class, Upon Annexation, R-3 (Single-Family Residential) District to a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District.
A letter from the Devonshire Estates Homeowners Association Board of Directors regarding this issue was distributed to all members of the City Council.

Council Member Nichting moved to adopt the Ordinance amending Appendix B by rezoning property located at 12301 N. Route 40 (Temporary Address), upon annexation, from the Present Class R-3 (Single-Family Residential) District to a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District); seconded by Council Member Turner.
ORDINANCE NO. 16,224 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 8;

Nays:
Sandberg – 1.  
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CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE, for the City of 

Peoria, with Recommendations as Outlined:

(07-703)
Communication from the City Manager and Fire Chief Requesting Approval of the LOW BID of MOBILE CONCEPTS, in the Amount of $48,780.00, for the PURCHASE of a FIRE SAFE HOUSE.
(07-704)
Communication from the City Manager and Fire Chief Requesting Approval of a BID for the PURCHASE of a TECHNICAL RESCUE TEAM (TRT) TRAILER from FUNK TRAILER SALES, INC., in the Amount of $11,538.00.
(07-705)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting to Concur with the Recommendation of the Selection Committee to CONTRACT with THE FARNSWORTH GROUP, INC. for the DESIGN of the SHERIDAN TRIANGLE BUSINESS DISTRICT ENHANCEMENT, from McClure Avenue to Hanssler Place, in an Amount Not to Exceed $188,350.00.  (Refer to Item 07-562)
(07-706)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Concurrence in the CONTRACT AWARD by the Greater Peoria Sanitary District for the 2008 REPAIR and MODIFICATION of VARIOUS SANITARY SEWERS to J.C. DILLON, Inc., in the Amount of $64,481.55.
(07-707)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Inspections Requesting Approval of the AGREEMENTS with BRIMFIELD, CHILLICOTHE, ELMWOOD, AND PRINCEVILLE for ANIMAL IMPOUNDMENT SERVICES, Charged at a Per Animal Rate, in the Combined Amount of $4,000.00, and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Enter Into the Agreements.
(07-708)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Inspections Requesting Approval of the AGREEMENTS with BARTONVILLE, BELLEVUE, GLASFORD, HANNA CITY, NORWOOD, PEORIA HEIGHTS, AND WEST PEORIA for ANIMAL IMPOUNDMENT SERVICES, Charged at a Per Capita Rate, in the Combined Amount of $53,102.00, and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Enter Into the Agreements.
(07-709)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute an AGREEMENT with INSIGHT/COMCAST to EXTEND the CURRENT FRANCHISE AGREEMENT FOR UP TO 180 DAYS.
(07-710)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Finance/Comptroller Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,225 Amending the City of Peoria Budget for FISCAL YEAR 2007 Relating to TWO FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMA) ASSISTANCE to FIREFIGHTERS GRANTS PROGRAM and WAL-MART'S COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE GRANT.
(07-711)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Finance/Comptroller Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,226 Amending the City of Peoria Budget for FISCAL YEAR 2007 Relating to the LIBRARY GRANTS, GIFTS and MEMORIALS, in the Amount of $74,797.00.
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(07-712)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Finance/Comptroller Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,227 Amending the City of Peoria Budget for FISCAL YEAR 2007 Relating to the UNANTICIPATED MAJOR MECHANICAL BREAKDOWNS and DAMAGE of FIRE EQUIPMENT, the APPROPRIATION of ADDITIONAL REVENUES and EXPENDITURES for ASSET FORFEITURE and DUI 740 RESTRICTED REVENUES, and UNBUDGETED INCREASE in HEALTH BENEFIT COSTS.

(07-713)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 
Growth Management Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,228 LEVYING a TAX for FISCAL YEAR 2008 for the EAST BLUFF NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSING SPECIAL SERVICE AREA (Report is on File in the City Clerk’s Office). 

(07-714)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
 *
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending CHAPTERS 1 and 15 of the Code of the City of Peoria Adopting SMOKE FREE ILLINOIS ACT, 410 ILCS 82/1, et. seq.

(07-715)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,229 Amending APPENDIX C of the Code of the City of Peoria by Amending the USES in the I-1, I-2 and I-3 ZONING DISTRICTS.
(07-716)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,230 Granting a SPECIAL USE in a Class R-4 (Single-Family Residential) District for a CHURCH for the Property Located at 1821 N. NORTH STREET, with Conditions.
(07-717)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works

**
Recommending Approval of a SIDEWALK CAFE for WATER STREET WINE CAFE & COFFEE, a New Establishment to be Located at 100 STATE STREET.
(07-718)
APPOINTMENTS by Mayor Jim Ardis to the ZONING COMMISSION, with Recommendation to Concur:
Mark Misselhorn (Voting) – Term Expires 6/30/2010

Timothy F. Shea (Voting) – Term Expires 6/30/2010
(07-719)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller Requesting to Receive and File the City of Peoria FIREFIGHTERS' PENSION FUND and the City of Peoria POLICE PENSION FUND ACTUARIAL REPORTS as of JANUARY 1, 2007.
Mayor Ardis questioned if the Council wished to have any of the Consent Agenda items removed for further discussion. 

Council Member Van Auken requested that Item No. 07-714 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Sandberg requested that Item No. 07-717 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.
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Council Member Jacob requested that Item No. 07-717 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Montelongo.
Item Nos. 07-703 through 07-719 (excluding Item Nos. 07-714 and 07-717 which were removed for further discussion) were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None.

(07-714)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
 *
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending CHAPTERS 1 and 15 of the Code of the City of Peoria Adopting SMOKE FREE ILLINOIS ACT, 410 ILCS 82/1, et. seq.

Following a brief explanation, Council Member Van Auken moved to DENY an Ordinance
amending Chapters 1 and 15 of the Code of the City of Peoria Adopting Smoke Free Illinois  

Act, 410 ILCS 82/1, et. seq.; seconded by Council Member Sandberg.

Council Member Sandberg discussed the negative issues involving the enforcement of this Ordinance by Peoria Police Officers.  He pointed out that Police Chief Settingsgaard had previously stated during budget discussions that the Police Department was not prepared to enforce this Ordinance.  Council Member Sandberg said he felt since it was a State Law, it should be enforced by State Officials. 
Council Member Turner said he felt this Ordinance would result in numerous complaints and he inquired if these complaints would be part of a Police Officer’s regular duties.  He further questioned if the City had an option whether or not to comply with a State Law.  

Corporation Counsel Randy Ray said the State Law required that it be enforced by the Department of Health and Law Enforcement Agencies on the effective date.  He further commented it was not mandatory that the City pass this Ordinance.  
Police Captain Phil Korem said he felt the Law would be complaint driven and whether or not it would be a burden to the Police Department would depend on what the call load was at any given time and the amount of complaint calls received regarding this new law.  He said the complaint calls would not be considered a high priority.  
In discussion with Corporation Counsel Ray, Council Member Gulley determined that if the Ordinance was not adopted, Police Officers would be restricted to noticing citizens in violation of this Ordinance to appear in Court and enforcement would be executed by the State’s Attorney’s Office.  

City Manager Randy Oliver pointed out there would be a difference in revenue distribution if the Ordinance was not adopted.  He said if the Ordinance was adopted the City would be entitled to 100% in revenues.  

Mayor Ardis said the State of Illinois came forward and adopted this law Statewide following much discussion and deliberation.  He said he felt the Ordinance should be approved, which would provide the City with additional revenue, and the Police Department would find a solution to the enforcement issue.    
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Motion to deny an Ordinance amending Chapters 1 and 15 of the Code of the City of 
Peoria Adopting Smoke Free Illinois Act, 410 ILCS 82/1, et. seq. amending Chapters
1 and 15 of the Code of the City of Peoria Adopting Smoke Free Illinois Act, 410 ILCS

82/1, et. seq. was DEFEATED by roll call vote.
Yeas:
Gulley, Sandberg, Van Auken – 3;

Nays:
Jacob, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Turner, Mayor Ardis – 6.

Council Member Turner moved to adopt an Ordinance amending Chapters 1 and 15 of the 
Code of the City of Peoria Adopting Smoke Free Illinois Act, 410 ILCS 82/1, et. seq.; seconded 

by Council Member Montelongo.
Motion to adopt was DEFEATED by roll call vote.
Yeas:
Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Turner, Mayor Ardis – 5;
Nays:
Gulley, Jacob, Sandberg, Van Auken – 4.
Clerk’s Note:
This Ordinance needed 6 affirmatives to pas successfully.

City Manager Oliver indicated that failure to adopt this Ordinance would result in not having the 

City pursue smoking violations until further information was brought forward regarding this 

Ordinance.    

(07-717)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works

**
Recommending Approval of a SIDEWALK CAFE for WATER STREET WINE CAFE & COFFEE, a New Establishment to be Located at 100 STATE STREET.
Council Member Sandberg said he would be abstaining from discussion and voting on this item 

due to a working relationship with the petitioner.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and was prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Nichting moved to approve a sidewalk café for Water Street Wine Café & 

Coffee, a new establishment to be located at 100 State Street; seconded by Council Member 

Montelongo.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 7;

Nays:
None;
Abstentions:
Jacob, Sandberg – 2.
(07-720)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management with Recommendation from the Zoning Commission to Adopt and with City Staff Recommendation to DENY an ORDINANCE Amending APPENDIX B by REZONING Property Located at 8305 N. ALLEN ROAD from the Present Class I-1 (Industrial/Business Park) District to a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District.
A letter to Mayor Ardis from David M. Maloof regarding this issue was distributed to all members of the City Council.
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Council Member Nichting moved to concur with the recommendation from the Zoning Commission to adopt the Ordinance amending Appendix B by rezoning property located at 8305 N. Allen Road from the Present Class I-1 (Industrial/Business Park) District to a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District; seconded by Council Member Turner.
In response to Council Member Van Auken, Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes explained the City was currently using the Comprehensive Plan established in 1992 regarding amendments made to areas on Allen Road.  Director Landes said a rewrite would be provided to the Council in 2008, and following public hearings and additional meetings, a new document consisting of community recommendations would be presented to the Council in October 2008.  
Motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 16,231 amending Appendix B by rezoning property 

located at 8305 N. Allen Road from the Present Class I-1 (Industrial/Business Park) District to a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 8;

Nays:
Sandberg – 1.
(07-721)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending CHAPTER 18 of the Code of the City of Peoria Relating to ADULT BUSINESSES and LIQUOR LICENSES.
Council Member Turner moved to defer this item until the January 8, 2008, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Spain.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and was prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Sandberg said he would be abstaining from voting on this item due to providing architectural services to a specific location within the City.

Motion to DEFER this item until January 8, 2008, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 7;

Nays:
None;

Abstentions:
Jacob, Sandberg – 2.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(07-691)
Communication from the City Manager and Acting Director of Human 

Resources Department to Concur with the Recommendation of the City 

Manager to have MEDICARE-ELIGIBLE RETIREES Continue to Pay the PREMIUMS for MEDICARE B with no City Subsidy and for the City to Continue to Provide the Two 10% Subsidies. (Refer to 07-569 and 07-661)
An e-mail from the City’s new Auditor McGladrey & Pullen containing information pertaining to the Retiree Medicare Part B and GASB 45 was distributed to all members of the Council.  

City Manager Randy Oliver explained the e-mail was a response to a question regarding the City’s potential GASB 45 liability if the City paid for medical payments for retirees on Medicare B.  He said the Auditor agreed with the information contained in the December 11th Council Communication regarding this issue.  He said the Auditor’s had affirmed the opinion that it would be a GASB 45 liability for the City to assume liability for paying premiums for Medicare B for City retirees and he requested this information be made part of the official record.  
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF APPRECIATION TO PAWS DIRECTOR LAUREN MALMBERG & DIRECTOR OF INSPECTIONS JOHN KUNSKI
Council Member Nichting extended his thanks and appreciation to PAWS Director Lauren Malmberg and Director of Inspections John Kunski for moving forward and achieving various aggressive changes in animal control proposed during the 2008 Budget discussions.   
NEW BUSINESS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THANKS TO PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR DAVE BARBER AND PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Council Member Turner commended Public Works Director Dave Barber and the Public Works Department for their hard work and commitment to the City during the recent snow and ice storms.  

COMMENTS REGARDING BIG BOX STORES
Council Member Spain said he had read an article in the Peoria Journal Star newspaper regarding rezoning issues that were considered this evening and the topic of relating to “Big Box Stores.”   He said the Peoria area had several of these stores that were currently empty.  He suggested holding meetings with various City Departments and developers in 2008 to discuss potential and creative uses for these stores.  
PRESENTATIONS

(07-722)
PRESENTATION by the AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY Regarding the 
SMOKE FREE ILLINOIS ACT.
This item was withdrawn from the Agenda.
CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

There were no citizens who wished to address the Council at this meeting.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
(07-723)
REQUESTING APPROVAL of a MOTION for the CITY COUNCIL to go into EXECUTIVE SESSION to Discuss 2(c)(11)  Litigation, when an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that such an action is probable or imminent.

Council Member Nichting moved that the City Council to go into Executive Session to Discuss 

2(c)(11)  Litigation, when an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body 
has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body 
finds that such an action is probable or imminent; seconded by Council Member Montelongo.
Approved by roll call vote.
Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None.
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ADJOURNMENT

Council Member Gulley moved to adjourn the Special City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.  
Approved by viva voce vote.

The City Council Meeting adjourned at 7:15 P. M.  
  /s/  Mary L. Haynes
Mary L. Haynes, MMC, City Clerk
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