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: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS:

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, December 11, 2007, a Joint City Council/Town Board Meeting was held this date at 6:18 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, Mayor Ardis presiding. 
ROLL CALL
Roll call showed the following Council Members were physically present: Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11; Absent:  None. 
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Ardis requested a moment of silent prayer or silent reflection, and he requested that the families of City Link General Manager Jerome Lilly and Mr. Mark Widmer, son of County Board Member Merle Widmer, be remembered due to their recent passings.  Mayor Ardis then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS, ETC.

PROCLAMATION:
 HONORARY CITIZENS:  ROMANIAN DIGNITARIES

PROCLAMATION: 
HONORING EXCELLENCE IN PEORIA AREA EDUCATION

MINUTES

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting and Executive Sessions held on November 27, 2007, and the Special City Council Meeting held on December 4, 2007; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OF PEORIA

(07-665)
PUBLIC HEARING Regarding the PROPOSED ANNEXATION of 7301 N. RADNOR ROAD (Address Changed from 3801 N. Radnor Road).
Council Member Nichting moved to open the Public Hearing regarding the proposed annexation of 7301 N. Radnor Road; seconded by Council Member Montelongo.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

Mayor Ardis opened the Public Hearing at 6:44 P.M.

Mr. John Arnholt, the Petitioner, urged the Council to vote in favor of the proposed Annexation Agreement so the application for an Enterprise Zone could move forward.
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Following the third call, Mayor Ardis determined that there were no other citizens who wished to address the Council regarding this issue.

Council Member Nichting moved to close the Public Hearing regarding the proposed annexation of 7301 N. Radnor Road; seconded by Council Member Montelongo.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

The Public Hearing closed at 6:47 P.M.

(07-666)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Recommending Adoption of the Following:

A.
RESOLUTION Approving the ANNEXATION AGREEMENT for Property Located at the NORTHWEST CORNER of WILLOW KNOLLS ROAD and RADNOR ROAD, with a Temporary Address of 7301 N. RADNOR ROAD, Identified as Parcel Number 13-12-100-021, Located within One and One-Half Miles of the City of Peoria; AND

Corporation Counsel Randy Ray explained the inter-relationship between this item and Item No. 07-679.  He said the Annexation Agreement would obligate the City to apply for Enterprise Zone status.  He stated Item 07-679 would be a contractual obligation, if the Council approved the Annexation Agreement.
Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Resolution approving the Annexation Agreement for property located at the Northwest Corner of Willow Knolls Road and Radnor Road, with a temporary address of 7301 N. Radnor Road, identified as Parcel Number 

13-12-100-021, located within one and one-half miles of the City of Peoria, as amended by adding the following wording so Section 2.A. would read “The property shall be classified as 
C-2, Large Scale Commercial, with a Special Use for a shopping center with terms and conditions per City Council adopted Ordinance No. 16,210”; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Council Member Sandberg said he would not support the motion due to the linkage to applying for an Enterprise Zone.  He said he felt that Enterprise Zones were intended for a different kind of purpose.   
In discussion with Council Member Van Auken, Director of Economic Development Craig Hullinger stated the project could have been developed in the unincorporated portion of the County.  He said, if that was the case, the City would have received no revenue at all.  He explained by extending the Enterprise Zone to this property, the City would give up the sales tax on building materials that the City would never have received, but the City would receive property tax, utility tax, and sales tax from the property. He said he agreed with Council Member Sandberg that Enterprise Zones were established to assist poor areas, but the proposal for this property was routine over the entire State of Illinois.  

Council Member Van Auken said she would support the motion due to the points made by Director Hullinger.

Council Member Gulley said he was against the practice of using Enterprise Zones in this manner, but he said he supported small businesses so he would support the motion.
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Motion to approve RESOLUTION NO. 07-666 approving the Annexation Agreement for property located at the Northwest Corner of Willow Knolls Road and Radnor Road, with a temporary address of 7301 N. Radnor Road, identified as Parcel Number 

13-12-100-021, located within one and one-half miles of the City of Peoria, as amended by adding the following wording so Section 2.A. would read “The property shall be classified as C-2, Large Scale Commercial, with a Special Use for a shopping center with terms and conditions per City Council adopted Ordinance No. 16,210” was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
Sandberg - 1.
B.
ORDINANCE Annexing Territory Contiguous to the City of Peoria Located at 7301 N. RADNOR ROAD.
Council Member Nichting moved to annex territory contiguous to the City of Peoria located at 7301 N. Radnor Road; seconded by Council Member Turner. 
ORDINANCE NO. 16,215 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
Sandberg - 1.
WELCOME TO LOCAL DIGNITARIES

Mayor Ardis welcomed former Council Member James Polk, who was present for the Honoring Excellence in Peoria Area Education Proclamation, and City Treasurer Reginald Willis.
CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE, for the City of Peoria, with Recommendations as Outlined:
(07-667)
NOTICE OF LAWSUIT Filed on Behalf of DAVID L. and SARA L. BACKES Regarding a Police Incident on October 17, 2006, with Recommendation to Receive and File and Refer to the Legal Department.
(07-668)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of a PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT with KEITH ENGINEERING DESIGN for the DESIGN of the HVAC SYSTEMS of CITY HALL for a Cost of $69,000.00, Plus $2,000.00 Estimated Reimbursables.
(07-669)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of the LOW BID and Award of the CONTRACT to STANDARD HEATING AND COOLING, INC., in the Amount of $155,800.00 for the REHABILITATION of the HVAC & TEMPERATURE CONTROL SYSTEM at the OPERATIONS & MAINTENANCE CENTER at DRIES LANE.
(07-670)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of the LOW BID and Award of the CONTRACT to PEORIA METRO CONSTRUCTION, in the Total Amount of $18,700.00, to BUILD and INSTALL the WELCOME DESK for CITY HALL.
28382       JOINT CITY COUNCIL/TOWN BOARD PROCEEDINGS         DECEMBER 11, 2007

(07-671)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting Approval of the INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT with WEST PEORIA Pertaining to a WELCOME WALL and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute the Agreement.
(07-672)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic 
  *
Development Requesting Approval to Enter into a TIF REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT with LAVILLE DE MAILLET, LLC, and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute the Necessary Documents.
(07-673)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic 
  **
Development Requesting Approval to Enter into a TIF REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT with DRUMHELLER BAG CORPORATION, LLC, and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute the Necessary Documents.
(07-674)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of the PARTIAL RELEASE of a STORM SEWER EASEMENT on LOT 35 of SABLE CREEK SUBDIVISION.
(07-675)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of the PARTIAL RELEASE of a STORM SEWER EASEMENT on LOT 74 of SOMMER PLACE SUBDIVISION, SECTION ONE.
(07-676)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting to Concur with the Recommendation from the Administration to REALLOCATE LINE ITEMS Within the PCCEO CHDO BUDGET Without Increasing the Overall Budget, as Outlined.
(07-677)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation  Counsel Requesting Approval of RESOLUTION NO. 07-677 Amending Resolution No. 06-693 Pertaining to Increasing PARKING RATES at CITY-OWNED PARKING FACILITIES.
(07-678)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 
  ***
Growth Management Requesting Approval of a RESOLUTION Approving the PRELIMINARY PLAT of MORNING GLORY SUBDIVISION Located at 4320 N. WEST SCENIC DRIVE, Identified as Parcel Number 13-24-476-034.
(07-679)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic 
  ****
Development Requesting Authorization to SUBMIT an APPLICATION to the State of Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO), and Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending Ordinance No. 11,051 Expanding the BOUNDARIES of the ENTERPRISE ZONE to Include the Benefits of Building Material Sales Tax Exemption Only, to Assist HORAN CONSTRUCTION in a new Development on RADNOR ROAD & WILLOW KNOLLS ROAD Contingent upon the Property Being Annexed into the City of Peoria. (Approximately 6.213 Acres at 7301 N. RADNOR ROAD)
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(07-680)
Communication from the City Manager and Fire Chief Requesting Adoption 
  *****
of an ORDINANCE Amending CHAPTER 11 of the Code of the City of Peoria Pertaining to FIRE PREVENTION Regarding HAZARDOUS MATERIALS INSPECTIONS, ENFORCEMENT, and PERMIT FEE ASSESSMENT.
(07-681)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,216 Amending the CITY OF PEORIA BUDGET for FISCAL YEAR 2007 Relating to the 1) SLATE (State and Local Auto Theft Enforcement) GRANT ADDITION; 2) TWO POLICE IDOT TRAFFIC LAW ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM PHASE #1 GRANTS; 3) POLICE IMAGE GRANT; 4) TWO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE TEAM GRANTS; 5) POLICE TOBACCO GRANT; 6) DCEO PLANNING COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; 7) PEORIA COUNTY BOARD CRIME PREVENTION & PUBLIC SAFETY GRANT.
(07-682)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,217 Providing for the IMPROVEMENT of WEST TOMAR COURT (South of West Clarewood Avenue).
(07-683)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,218 Providing for the IMPROVEMENT of AVALON PLACE ROADWAY (From Hudson Street to Albany Avenue) and ORNAMENTAL STREET LIGHTING IMPROVEMENT Project.
(07-684)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 
  *****
Requesting Approval of a SIDEWALK PARTICIPATION REQUEST - OSF 
  *
SAINT FRANCIS MEDICAL CENTER for 510 N.E. GLENDALE AVENUE, in the Amount of $29,676.76.
(07-685)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of a STREET LIGHT REQUEST, in the Total Amount of $97.56 Annually for the Location of 2121 NORTH WISCONSIN.
(07-686)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation  Counsel 
  *****
Requesting Approval of a SITE APPROVAL Change from a CLASS B-1 to a 
  **
CLASS A (Tavern) LIQUOR LICENSE at 4700 N. UNIVERSITY, #15 in the Metro Center, with the Liquor Commission's Recommendation to Approve.
 (07-687)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation  Counsel 
   *****
Requesting Approval of the APPLICATION for a SUBCLASS 1 (4:00 A.M. 
   ***
Closing) to be Added to a CLASS B (Restaurant) LIQUOR LICENSE at 112 S.W. JEFFERSON, with the Liquor Commission's Recommendation to Approve.
(07-688)
APPOINTMENTS by Mayor Jim Ardis to the HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION, with Recommendation to Concur:
Timothy Herold (Voting) - Term Expires 6/30/2009

Sid Paul Ruckriegel (Voting) - Term Expires 6/30/2009
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(07-689)
REPORT of the CITY TREASURER REGINALD A. WILLIS for the Month of OCTOBER 2007, with Recommendation to Receive and File.
Mayor Ardis questioned if the Council wished to have any of the Consent Agenda items removed for further discussion.

Council Member Nichting requested that Item Nos. 07-672 and 07-673 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.
Council Member Sandberg requested that Item Nos. 07-679 and 07-680 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.
Council Member Spears requested that Item No. 07-678 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.
Council Member Montelongo requested that Item No. 07-684 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.
Council Member Jacob requested that Item Nos. 07-686 and 07-687 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Montelongo moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Spain. 

Item Nos. 07-667 through 07-689 (excluding Item Nos. 07-672, 07-673, 07-678, 07-679, 07-680, 07-684, 07-686, and 07-687, which were removed for further discussion) were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

(07-672)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic 
  *
Development Requesting Approval to Enter into a TIF REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT with LAVILLE DE MAILLET, LLC and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute the Necessary Documents.
Council Member Nichting said he would be abstaining from discussion and voting because he owned property in the Warehouse District.
Council Member Montelongo moved to enter into a TIF Redevelopment Agreement with Laville De Maillet, LLC, and authorize the City Manager to execute the necessary documents; seconded by Council Member Spain.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.

Abstentions:  Nichting – 1.

(07-673)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic 
  **
Development Requesting Approval to Enter into a TIF REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT with DRUMHELLER BAG CORPORATION, LLC, and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute the Necessary Documents.
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Council Member Nichting said he would be abstaining from discussion and voting because he owned property in the Warehouse District.

Council Member Montelongo moved to enter into a TIF Redevelopment Agreement with Drumheller Bag Corporation, LLC, and authorize the City Manager to execute the necessary documents; seconded by Council Member Spain.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.

Abstentions:  Nichting – 1.

(07-678)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 
  ***
Growth Management Requesting Approval of a RESOLUTION Approving the PRELIMINARY PLAT of MORNING GLORY SUBDIVISION Located at 4320 N. WEST SCENIC DRIVE, Identified as Parcel Number 13-24-476-034.
Council Member Spears said he felt it was important to include sidewalks in this project to address safety concerns.  He said he would like the developer to fund sidewalks and the money should be placed in an escrow account.
Council Member Spears moved to approve a Resolution approving the Preliminary Plat of Morning Glory Subdivision located at 4320 N. West Scenic Drive, identified as Parcel Number 13-24-476-034, as amended, with the stipulation that an escrow account be provided for sidewalks; seconded by Council Member Manning.

RESOLUTION NO. 07-678, as amended, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
(07-679)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic 
  ****
Development Requesting Authorization to SUBMIT an APPLICATION to the State of Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO), and Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending Ordinance No. 11,051 Expanding the BOUNDARIES of the ENTERPRISE ZONE to Include the Benefits of Building Material Sales Tax Exemption Only, to Assist HORAN CONSTRUCTION in a new Development on RADNOR ROAD & WILLOW KNOLLS ROAD Contingent upon the Property Being Annexed into the City of Peoria. (Approximately 6.213 Acres at 7301 N. RADNOR ROAD) (See Item No. 07-666 for annexation of the property.)
Council Member Jacob moved to authorize submitting an Application to the State of Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO), and to Adopt an ORDINANCE Amending Ordinance No. 11,051 expanding the boundaries of the Enterprise Zone to include the benefits of building material sales tax exemption only, to assist Horan Construction in a new development on Radnor Road and Willow Knolls Road contingent upon the property being annexed into the City of Peoria. (approximately 6.213 acres at 7301 N. Radnor Road) (See Item No. 07-666 for annexation of the property.); seconded by Council Member Spain.
28386       JOINT CITY COUNCIL/TOWN BOARD PROCEEDINGS         DECEMBER 11, 2007

Motion to authorize submitting an Application to the State of Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO), and to Adopt ORDINANCE NO. 16,219 Amending Ordinance No. 11,051 expanding the boundaries of the Enterprise Zone to include the benefits of building material sales tax exemption only, to assist Horan Construction in a new development on Radnor Road and Willow Knolls Road contingent upon the property being annexed into the City of Peoria. (approximately 6.213 acres at 7301 N. Radnor Road) (See Item No. 07-666 for annexation of the property.) was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
Sandberg - 1.
(07-680)
Communication from the City Manager and Fire Chief Requesting Adoption 
  *****
of an ORDINANCE Amending CHAPTER 11 of the Code of the City of Peoria Pertaining to FIRE PREVENTION Regarding HAZARDOUS MATERIALS INSPECTIONS, ENFORCEMENT, and PERMIT FEE ASSESSMENT.
Council Member Sandberg expressed concern regarding the fee structure and the impact the process had on the private sector.  He said the benefit of hazardous material inspections was not in the fees, but the information was available so the City would know how to attack a fire or what public safety precautions needed to be in place in case of an emergency.  He said the proposed Ordinance would encourage businesses to circumvent the rules.  
In discussion with Council Member Jacob regarding the changes that had been made recently due to the Six Sigma project, Fire Chief Kent Tomblin said haz-mat fees had been a work in progress for several years, and he felt the City was currently better prepared than in the past.  He stated, as a Six Sigma project, the system became more efficient and more revenue would be created as a result.  He added that fees were rolled back to the amounts charged in 2006, and he felt the businesses in the City would be more pleased with how the program would be implemented in the coming year.  He said the Fire Department would continue to remain open to change so the Ordinance could become a better working document for the community.

Following some brief comments of support, Council Member Spain moved to adopt the Ordinance amending Chapter 11 of the Code of the City of Peoria pertaining to Fire Prevention regarding Hazardous Materials Inspections, Enforcement, and Permit Fee Assessment; seconded by Council Member Turner.

ORDINANCE NO. 16,220 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
Gulley, Sandberg - 2.
(07-684)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 
  *****
Requesting Approval of a SIDEWALK PARTICIPATION REQUEST - OSF 
  *
SAINT FRANCIS MEDICAL CENTER for 510 N.E. GLENDALE AVENUE, in the Amount of $29,676.76.
Director of Public Works Dave Barber distributed a replacement communication to all members of the City Council.
Council Member Montelongo moved to approve the Sidewalk Participation Request for OSF Saint Francis Medical Center for 510 N. E. Glendale Avenue, in the amount of $29,676.76; seconded by Council Member Spain.
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Motion to approve the Sidewalk Participation Request for OSF Saint Francis Medical Center for 510 N. E. Glendale Avenue, in the amount of $29,676.76, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
(07-686)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation  Counsel 
  *****
Requesting Approval of a SITE APPROVAL Change from a CLASS B-1 to a 
  **
CLASS A (Tavern) LIQUOR LICENSE at 4700 N. UNIVERSITY, #15 in the Metro Center, with the Liquor Commission's Recommendation to Approve.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining because he was a liquor licensee and was prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Montelongo moved to concur with the Liquor Commission’s recommendation to approve a site approval change from a Class B-1 to a Class A (Tavern) Liquor License at 4700 N. University, #15 in the Metro Center; seconded by Council Member Spain.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None;

Abstentions:  Jacob – 1.

(07-687)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation  Counsel 
   *****
Requesting Approval of the APPLICATION for a SUBCLASS 1 (4:00 A.M. 
   ***
Closing) to be Added to a CLASS B (Restaurant) LIQUOR LICENSE at 112 S.W. JEFFERSON, with the Liquor Commission's Recommendation to Approve.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining because he was a liquor licensee and was prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Montelongo moved to concur with the Liquor Commission’s recommendation to approve the Application for a Subclass 1 (4:00 A.M. Closing) to be added to a Class B (Restaurant) Liquor License at 112 S. W. Jefferson; seconded by Council Member Spain.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None;

Abstentions:  Jacob – 1.

(07-690)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management with Recommendation from the Human Resources Commission (HRC) to Approve PUBLIC SERVICE FUNDING at the Levels as Outlined, Utilizing 2008 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) and EMERGENCY SHELTER GRANT (ESG) FUNDS from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and Requesting Permission to Adjust Said Funding, if Necessary, for Each Funded Application by the Percentage of Change in HUD'S 2008 CDBG and ESG ALLOCATION to the City of Peoria, as Compared to the HRC's 2008 ALLOCATION of $294,100.00 in CDBG FUNDS and $84,843.00 in ESG FUNDS.
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Council Member Van Auken moved to concur with the recommendation from the Human Resources Commission (HRC) to approve public service funding at the levels as outlined, utilizing 2008 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) funds from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and requesting permission to adjust said funding, if necessary, for each funded application by the percentage of change in HUD's 2008 CDBG and ESG allocation to the City of Peoria, as compared to the HRC's 2008 allocation of $294,100.00 in CDBG funds and $84,843.00 in ESG Funds; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
(07-691)
Communication from the City Manager and Acting Director of Human 
  *****
Resources Department to Concur with the Recommendation of the City 
  ****
Manager to have MEDICARE-ELIGIBLE RETIREES Continue to Pay the PREMIUMS for MEDICARE B with no City Subsidy and for the City to Continue to Provide the Two 10% Subsidies. (Refer to 07-569 and 07-661)
Council Member Turner moved to DENY the recommendation of the City Manager to have Medicare-Eligible retirees continue to pay the premiums for Medicare B with no City subsidy and for the City to continue to provide the two 10% subsidies; seconded by Council Member Manning.
Council Member Van Auken expressed concern regarding that inaccurate information had been provided and she moved for a one week deferral.  No second was heard.  She also expressed concern regarding the cost and the impact this proposal would have on the City’s 2008 Budget.  

Discussion was held regarding the impact this change would have on the 2008 City’s Budget adoption later in the meeting.  Mayor Ardis said a report back could be provided regarding corrected information.

Motion to DENY the recommendation of the City Manager to have Medicare-Eligible retirees continue to pay the premiums for Medicare B with no City subsidy and for the City to continue to provide the two 10% subsidies was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
Jacob - 1.
Clerk’s Note:  See Page 28390 under Unfinished Business for further discussion and action.

(07-692)
Communication from the City Manager and Acting Director of Human Resources Requesting Approval to Enter into a ONE YEAR CONTRACT for STOP LOSS COVERAGE for the City's HEALTH CARE PLAN with ING, the LOW BIDDER, for the Year 2008 at an Annual Estimated Cost of $594,084.00.
Council Member Manning moved to enter into a one year contract for stop loss coverage for the City’s Health Care Plan with ING, the low bidder, for the year 2008 at an annual estimated cost of $594,084.00; seconded by Council Member Spain.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
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(07-693)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller Requesting Approval of the RESOLUTION Adopting the 2008 CITY of PEORIA BUDGET.
Finance Director/Comptroller Jim Scroggins distributed a new communication and Resolution to all members of the City Council on the Friday prior to this meeting.
Council Member Van Auken moved to approve the Resolution adopting the 2008 City of Peoria Budget with the elimination of the $2 million set aside for Exposition Gardens out of fund balance and returning that amount to fund balance; seconded by Council Member Manning.      

Council Member Van Auken spoke in support of Council Member Spears’ efforts to develop a sports arena, space for sports activities, and programs. She expressed concern that taking $2 million from the reserve fund could set an unfortunate precedent and she would like the plan further discussed and analyzed prior to setting aside dollars for the project.  She said she felt discussion should be held with the Library Board and Administrators regarding locating a northern branch at the Exposition Gardens’ location.  She further stated Council Member Spears should begin immediate discussions with the directors of Exposition Gardens and the Park District Board and come back with a plan.  She said it could be well over a year before a plan could be developed, so she did not feel money should be removed from the reserve fund at this time. She further explained she felt the $2 million set aside for Exposition Gardens should be removed from the remainder of the proposed 2008 City of Peoria Budget.

Council Member Spears expressed concern regarding the removal of the $2 million set aside for the Exposition Gardens project, and he said he would not be voting in favor of the motion.  He explained he felt the fund balance would grow in the next year and he felt that sales tax for 2008 was under-estimated. He said he felt more should be done for neighborhoods in the Fourth District.  He said there were no TIF’s or Enterprise Zones in the Fourth District, but the Fourth District created a great deal of tax dollars for the City. He said he felt it was time to take a risk on a property that was the City’s original civic center and create something unique for the City of Peoria.          
Motion to approve RESOLUTION NO. 07-693, as amended, adopting the 2008 City of Peoria Budget with the elimination of the $2 million set aside for Exposition Gardens out of fund balance and returning that amount to fund balance, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 8;

Nays:
Gulley, Sandberg, Spears - 3.
(07-694) Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller 
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE LEVYING the TAXES for FISCAL YEAR 2008 for MUNICIPAL PURPOSES for the City of Peoria.
Finance Director/Comptroller Jim Scroggins distributed a new communication and Ordinance to all members of the City Council on the Friday prior to this meeting.

Council Member Turner moved to adopt an Ordinance levying the taxes for fiscal year 2008 for Municipal Purposes for the City of Peoria; seconded by Council Member Manning.
Director Scroggins said the proposed Ordinance would be amended to reflect the amendment regarding the $2 million for Exposition Gardens in the 2008 City of Peoria Budget.
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Motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 16,221, as amended, levying the taxes for fiscal year 2008 for Municipal Purposes for the City of Peoria was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
Gulley, Sandberg - 2.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(07-427)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting to Concur with the Recommendation from the Traffic Commission and Staff to DENY a REVOCABLE RIGHT-OF-WAY PERMIT for the COVES of CHARTER OAK HOMEOWNER’S ASSOCIATION to Allow Them to Install a GATE, at no Cost to the City, on SEDLEY AVENUE Between Mooring Way and Verner Drive.

Council Member Spears moved to defer this item for four weeks until the January 8, 2008, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.
Motion to defer this item until January 8, 2008, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
(07-659)
Communication from the City Manager and  Director of Planning and Growth Management with Recommendation from the STAFF to ADOPT ORDINANCE “A” OR with Recommendation from the Zoning Commission to ADOPT EITHER ORDINANCE “A” OR ORDINANCE “B” Amending APPENDIX C of the Code of the City of Peoria Relating to Zoning for Various Text Adjustments. 

Council Member Sandberg moved to grant Privilege of the Floor to Mr. Wilson Washkuhn and any others who wished to address this issue; seconded by Council Member Nichting.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Mr. Wilson Washkuhn and any others who wished to address this issue.

Mr. Wilson Washkuhn, Chairperson for the Heart of Peoria Commission, provided a brief overview regarding proposed changes regarding porch structures and outside window coverings.  He further discussed alley access and maintenance, on street parking, garage use, and narrow curbing.  He discussed home design that would be consistent with the neighborhoods. He added it was found that the word “compatible” was too objective of a word, and it was felt that the word “consistent” would be more appropriate.  He stated there would need to be a definition of the word to avoid confusion. 

Discussion was held regarding proposed regulations involving enclosed porches, temporary signage, and accessory structures or sheds on properties. 
Mr. Washkuhn said the goal was to encourage people to become a part of their neighborhoods and to strengthen the neighborhoods.  
In discussion with Council Member Jacob regarding accessory structures and how to make these Form Districts the center, heart, and core of the City and spread the idea of having neighborhoods that were aesthetically pleasing throughout the community, Director of Planning 
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and Growth Management Pat Landes stated, when this Ordinance was considered, it would need to be decided how to balance the need to be competitive with the rest of the City for investment with design standards.  She said the direction of the Ordinance that was adopted was clear and supported a heavier level of regulation for design, materials placement, etc. in the Form District.  She said, if there was direction for the Planning Department to decrease the level of coding in design considerations in the rest of the area, that was a direction the Ordinance did not address.   
In discussion regarding open porch structures, aesthetics of neighborhoods, and a sense of community, Council Member Sandberg discussed the balance of all these components and he said he did not want residents to flee older neighborhoods because of regulations.  
Council Member Sandberg referred to the precise terms of “compatibility” and “consistency” and he said these terms were not synonymous.  He said he felt the Staff and Council should take the next month to review and come to a full understanding of the difference between being consistent and compatible, such as the issue of porches.
Following explanations regarding alleys and driveways, Council Member Sandberg moved to adopt Ordinance “A” amending Appendix C of the Code of the City of Peoria relating to Zoning for various text adjustments, as amended, to include Section 4.1.5.E.6 to read “Curb cuts and front driveways shall not exceed the prevailing width of existing driveways on the block.”; that the sections pertaining to “consistent” and “compatible” be held in abeyance until after the January 26th summit and deferred until the second Council Meeting in February, which would be February 26, 2008, so discussion could be held with Council Members, Planning Commission and Zoning Commission members, ZBA members, as well as the professionals who assisted in developing the Land Based Code to reach a clear vision as to whether “compatible” or “consistent” would be used; and let the neighborhood decide if porches should be enclosed; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.    
He stated that “compatible” was more flexible than “consistent.”   He added that the Heart of Peoria Commission supported being “consistent” and the Council would need to have a thorough understanding before making a decision.  

Council Member Jacob said he would not be supporting the motion mainly due to the regulations pertaining to porches and possible disincentives.

Motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 16,222 amending Appendix C of the Code of the City of Peoria relating to Zoning for various text adjustments, as amended, to include Section 4.1.5.E.6 to read “Curb cuts and front driveways shall not exceed the prevailing width of existing driveways on the block.”; that the sections pertaining to “consistent” and “compatible” be held in abeyance until after the January 26th summit and deferred until the second Council Meeting in February, which would be February 26, 2008, so discussion could be held with Council Members, Planning Commission and Zoning Commission members, ZBA members, as well as the professionals who assisted in developing the Land Based Code to reach a clear vision as to whether “compatible” or “consistent” would be used; and let the neighborhood decide if porches should be enclosed, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 8;

Nays:
Jacob, Montelongo, Nichting - 3.
Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes said a Land Use Commission Summit would be held on Saturday, January 26, 2008, from 9:00 A.M. until 2:00 P.M. and would be held at the meeting room at RiverWest Housing Project.  She said the Commission  
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Members who served on Commissions relating to land use would be attending as well as the Code Consultant for the project.  She said the summit would provide a refresher course and would provide a hands-on workshop for Commission Members and the Staff. She urged the Council and citizens to attend this open meeting.
(07-691)
Communication from the City Manager and Acting Director of Human 
  *****
Resources Department to Concur with the Recommendation of the City 
  ****
Manager to have MEDICARE-ELIGIBLE RETIREES Continue to Pay the PREMIUMS for MEDICARE B with no City Subsidy and for the City to Continue to Provide the Two 10% Subsidies. (Refer to 07-569 and 07-661)
Council Member Turner moved to reconsider the vote that was taken earlier in the meeting regarding this item; seconded by Council Member Manning.

Motion to reconsider the vote taken on Item No. 07-691 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
Council Member Turner moved for a Substitute Motion to concur with the recommendation for the City Manager to have Medicare-eligible Retirees continue to pay the premiums for Medicare B with no City subsidy and for the City to continue to provide the two 10% subsidies; seconded by Council Member Manning.
In discussion with Council Member Nichting, Finance Director/Comptroller Jim Scroggins explained the financial impact to the 2008 City Budget.

Discussion was held regarding the increase or decrease in GASB liability and it was felt there were some inconsistencies in the Council communication.  It was determined that this information could be clarified by the City Manager in a report back.

Substitute Motion to concur with the recommendation for the City Manager to have Medicare-eligible Retirees continue to pay the premiums for Medicare B with no City subsidy and for the City to continue to provide the two 10% subsidies was approved by roll call vote.
Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – TOWN OF THE CITY OF PEORIA

(07-695)
Communication from the Town Officials Budget Committee Recommending Adoption of an ORDINANCE LEVYING and ASSESSING TAXES for the FISCAL YEAR Beginning APRIL 1, 2007, and Ending MARCH 31, 2008, for the TOWN GENERAL FUND and I.M.R.F. FUND of the Town of the City of Peoria, Illinois, in the Amount of $738,469.00.
Trustee Nichting moved to adopt an Ordinance levying and assessing taxes for the Fiscal Year beginning April 1, 2007, and ending March 31, 2008, for the Town General Fund and I.M.R.F. Fund of the Town of the City of Peoria, Illinois, in the amount of $738,469.00;  seconded by Trustee Turner.  
TOWN ORDINANCE NO. TO-07-02 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Chairman Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
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(07-696)
Communication from the Town Officials Budget Committee Recommending Adoption of an ORDINANCE LEVYING and ASSESSING TAXES for the FISCAL YEAR Beginning APRIL 1, 2007, and Ending MARCH 31, 2008, for the GENERAL ASSISTANCE FUND of the Town of the City of Peoria, Illinois, in the Amount of $1,284,734.00.
Trustee Nichting moved to adopt an Ordinance levying and assessing taxes for fiscal year beginning April 1, 2007, and ending March 31, 2008, for the General Assistance Fund of the Town of the City of Peoria, Illinois, in the amount of $1,284,734.00; seconded by Trustee Turner.
TOWN ORDINANCE NO. TO-07-03 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Chairman Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
NEW BUSINESS

ANNOUNCEMENT Regarding NEIGHBORHOOD ALLIANCE COOKBOOKS FOR SALE
Council Member Sandberg said there was a successful Neighborhood Alliance Cookbook signing and sales premier last Friday at the Twin Towers.  He urged citizens to purchase cookbooks that would benefit the Neighborhood Alliance.  He said recipes were donated by Elected Officials and neighborhood advocates and the Cookbooks were available at Harp & Thistle, Haddad’s Market, Pottstown Deli in MetroCenter, the three Historical Society Gift Shops, and Peoria Bread Company. He said the Cookbooks cost $15.00 each.  
COMMENTS Regarding STREET CONDITIONS During the RECENT SNOW AND ICE STORM
Council Member Van Auken commended the efforts of Director of Public Works Dave Barber and the Public Works staff for keeping the streets in good condition during the recent snow and ice storm.
DISTRIBUTION of PEORIA, ARIZONA BOOKS to COUNCIL MEMBERS
Council Member Turner thanked Council Member Sandberg for distributing a copy of the Peoria, Arizona Book to members of the Council.  He said he hoped that the City of Peoria, Illinois, could reciprocate.   
ANNOUNCEMENT Regarding DIVERSITY LUNCHEON to be Held on DECEMBER 13, 2007
Council Member Montelongo reminded the Council that the City of Peoria Diversity Luncheon would be held on Thursday, December 13, 2007, from 11:30 A.M. until 1:30 P.M. at the Gateway Building.  

ANNOUNCEMENT by MIDWEST ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS that the PEORIA CIVIC CENTER Would Receive an AWARD OF MERIT

Mayor Ardis announced the Midwest Association of Architects would announce on 
December 12, 2007, that the Award of Merit for a Public building would be presented to the Peoria Civic Center.  He said the Peoria Civic Center was the only entity in the State of Illinois to have been presented with this prestigious award.
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COMMENTS Regarding SNOW AND ICE and CLEAN SIDEWALKS
Mayor Ardis encouraged residents and businesses in the City to keep their sidewalks clean during the winter of ice and snow for those who used sidewalks.  Corporation Counsel Randy Ray said the State of Illinois had a Statute to protect the owners of Illinois real estate from liability for removing snow and ice.  He said residents were not liable for accidents if they cleared sidewalks unless they were willful and wanton.  He said it was intended for residents to clear their sidewalks.
CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

There were no citizens who wished to address the Council at this meeting.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

(07-697)
REQUESTING APPROVAL of a MOTION for the CITY COUNCIL to go into 
EXECUTIVE SESSION to Discuss 2(c)(1)  The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee to determine its validity; and 2(c)(11)  Litigation, when an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that such an action is probable or imminent.

Council Member Montelongo moved that the City Council go into Executive Session to discuss 2(c)(1)  The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee to determine its validity; and 2(c)(11)  Litigation, when an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that such an action is probable or imminent; seconded by Council Member Spain.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
ADJOURNMENT

Council Member Sandberg moved to adjourn the Joint City Council/Town Board Meeting; seconded by Council Member Nichting.
Approved by viva voce vote.

The Council Meeting adjourned at 9:00 P.M.  
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Mary L. Haynes, MMC, City Clerk
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