A DECEMBER 2006 SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF PEORIA WAS HELD IN THIS COMMISSION OFFICE AT 542 SW ADAMS ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2006.
PRESENT:
Mary E. Harkrader, Vice-Chairman



Camille M. Gibson, Secretary



LaColis Reed, Commissioner



Robert G. Day Jr., Attorney

GUESTS:
Tom Bride, Peoria County Election Administrator; Bill Atkins, Assistant States’ Attorney; Billy Halstead, Democratic Party Chair; Jacquelyn Petty.
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Harkrader at 5:05 p.m.

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT
Attorney Day presented his concerns about the intergovernmental agreement based on the Intergovernmental Cooperation Act.  Day stated that the City Election Commission is not an agency, therefore cannot enter into such agreement with Peoria County and the Peoria County Clerk under the Intergovernmental Cooperation Act.  Attorney Day stated that there does not need to be a formal agreement in order to work with Peoria County and the County Clerk.  
Assistant States’ Attorney Atkins stated that the City Election Commission as an autonomous unit of local government has the authority to enter into contracts as a special unit district.   As a result, the City Election Commission has the authority to enter into the Intergovernmental Agreement.
Secretary Reed made a motion to accept the Intergovernmental Agreement as circulated on December 14, 2006 contending any modifications as needed.  Seconded by Vice-Chairman Gibson.  Motion passed unanimously.

Vice-Chairman Gibson made a motion to appoint County Election Administrator Tom Bride as the temporary Interim Executive Director through January 22nd.  She expressed gratitude to the County Clerk for allowing this cooperation and assistance.  Election Administrator Tom Bride stated that the agreement would consist on him sharing his time between both the County Clerk and the City Election Commission.  Vice-Chairman Gibson reinforced the appointment is only temporary and would be readdressed at the January meeting.  Secretary Reed seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Secretary Reed made a motion to accept Assistant Executive Director Rebecca Kelley’s letter of resignation for reasons of retirement and thank her for her many years of service to the City Election Commission.  Seconded by Vice-Chairman Gibson.  Motion passed unanimously.  
SCHEDULE OF MONTHLY MEETINGS
Secretary Reed made a motion to hold monthly meetings at 4:00 p.m. on the first Wednesday of every month beginning in February.  Seconded by Vice-Chairman Gibson.  Motion passed unanimously.  

CONSOLIDATED PRIMARY ELECTION – FEBRURARY 27, 2007
Chairman Harkrader reported that a lottery would be held at 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, December 21, 2006 for ballot placement for the February 27, 2007 Consolidated Primary Election.

OTHER BUSINESS
Chairman Harkrader stated that the current job requirement for the Executive Director and the Assistant Executive Director must be registered voters within the City of Peoria.  Vice-Chairman Gibson made a motion to amend the personnel manual to state that the Executive Director and the Assistant Executive Director must be registered voters within either the City or County of Peoria.  Seconded by Secretary Reed.  Motion passes unanimously. 

Vice-Chairman Gibson expressed concerns about the current job requirements for Executive Director and Assistant Executive Director.  Ms. Gibson suggested making changes to the requirements to reflect the usage of technology and the importance of public service.     
Interim Executive Director Tom Bride requested the Commissions approval to allow a member of Peoria County’s IT Department to evaluate the City Election Commissions current voter registration software.  

Billy Halstead inquired into the possibility of re-training election judges and how early voting for the Consolidated Primary Election in February would be handled.  He emphasized the importance of customer service and consistency with regard to both aspects.  

Both Chairman Harkrader and Vice-Chairman Gibson thanked Attorney Day for all of his years of service to the Election Commission and wished him well.
Vice-Chairman Gibson moved to enter into Executive Session.  Seconded by Secretary Reed.  Motion passed unanimously. 
Commission returned from Executive Session.

Chairman Harkrader inquired into the polling place change from Bradley Upward Church as a result of accessibility concerns.  According to Interim Executive Director Bride, when the polling place is moved, notification will be sent to all voters affected by the change.  Assistant States’ Attorney Atkins stated he would research if a set time frame exists for notification of polling place changes.   

ADJOURNMENT
Upon motion of Secretary Reed and seconded by Vice-Chairman Gibson, the meeting was adjourned at 6:52 p.m.
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