THIS JANUARY 2007 MONTHLY  MEETING OF THE BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF PEORIA WAS HELD IN THIS COMMISSION OFFICE AT 542 SW ADAMS ON MONDAY,

FEBRUARY 7, 2007.
PRESENT:
Mary E. Harkrader, Chairman



Camille M. Gibson, Vice-Chairman



LaColis Reed, Secretary



William Atkins, Assistant State Attorney



Tom Bride, Interim Executive Director

GUESTS:        Rosemary Trump


Gloria Harms


Cheryl Budzinski
The meeting was called to order by Chairwomen Harkrader at 4:00 p.m.

MINUTES AND BILLS FOR JANUARY 2007
Vice-Chairwoman Gibson moved to approve the minutes for January 22, 2007. Secretary Reed seconded. Motion passed unanimously. Secretary Reed moved to approve the January 2007 bills. Vice-Chairwoman Gibson seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

2007 CONSOLIDATED PRIMARY ELECTION

Interim Executive Director Bride reported that Early Voting has started and absentee ballots are coming in.  He reported that Nursing Home voting is in the process of being set up as well.  The public test has been set for February 21st at 3:00 pm.  Interim Executive Director Bride reported that a press release will notify registered voters in Precinct 17, 18, 19, and 20 that there polling place has been changed.  A notification will also be on Bradley Epworth Church, the old polling place, on the day of election.  He also reported that Bradley Epworth Church would like us to bring the polling place back to their building.  
2007 CONSOLIDATED GENERAL ELECTION
Interim Executive Director Bride reported that filing with local election officials ended on Monday, February 5, 2007.  The smoking referendum and the Peoria Public Library referendum have been filed thus far with the commission.  
OTHER BUSINESS
Vice-Chairwoman Gibson shared a letter from Bradley Professor Larry Aspin concerning his research on cumulative voting and concerns on obtaining the correct information needed from the Election.  She also stated the importance of following up with Hart Intercivic and Professor Aspin on this subject.   

Chairwoman Harkrader commented on the positive feedback that she had received from Election Judges on the recent training.  
Cheryl Budzinski inquired about how registered voters that attempt to vote at the wrong precinct are handled by Election Judges.  She suggested maps and street guides be provided to Election Judges to ensure that proper direction may be given to the voter.  Interim Executive Director Bride informed her that street guides and polling place lists are provided to every polling place and that he will look into the possibility of also providing maps.
Rosemary Trump stated that she would prefer that electronic voting equipment be used for In-Person Absentee Voting at Nursing Homes.  Interim Executive Director Bride informed her that paper ballots are easier for both Election Judges and Nursing Home residents in this particular situation and will be used to vote residents in the February primary.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Vice-Chairwoman Gibson moved to enter Executive Session.  Seconded by Secretary Reed.  Motion passed unanimously.  
ADJOURNMENT
Upon motion of Secretary Reed and seconded by Vice-Chairman Gibson, the meeting was adjourned at 6:21 p.m.
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