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: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS :

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, July 10, 2007, a City Council Meeting was held this date at 6:20 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, with Mayor Jim Ardis presiding.  

ROLL CALL

Roll call showed the following Council Members were physically present:  Gulley (arrived at 6:25 P.M.), Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;  Absent:  None.

ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING NEW PROCEDURES TO BE USED AT COUNCIL MEETINGS

Mayor Ardis explained that the Council would be utilizing some new procedures beginning with this meeting regarding sign-in cards for Citizens Request to Address the Council Period, and the timing method allowing a five-minute limitation for Council Members and citizens when discussing items.  

PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS, ETC.

PROCLAMATION: 
GETZ FIRE EQUIPMENT 50TH ANNIVERSARY

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Ardis requested a moment of silent prayer or silent reflection and then he lead the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting and Executive Sessions held on June 26, 2007, as printed; seconded by Council Member 

Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OF PEORIA

(07-373) Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 

Growth Management with Requests from the Advisory Commission on Human Resources (HRC) to:

A. Receive and File a REPORT on the Status of the 2007 COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) PUBLIC SERVICE ACTIVITIES and EMERGENCY SHELTER GRANT (ESG) ACTIVITIES;

Council Member Nichting recognized Dianna Joseph, Chairperson for the Human Resources Commission and all of the Commission members for their efforts and hard work involved in bringing recommendations before the Council regarding the concerns and needs of the Community.  
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Council Member Nichting moved to receive and file a Report on the status of the 2007 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Public Service Activities and Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) Activities; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

B. Approve the PRIORITIES of 1.) CHILDREN & YOUTH SERVICES and 2.) 

SELF-SUFFICIENCY PROGRAMS (EDUCATION, WORK, PREVENTION OF ABUSE, AND MENTAL HEALTH) for the 2008 CDBG PUBLIC SERVICE GRANTS;

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the priorities of 1.) Children & Youth Services and 2.) Self-sufficiency Programs (Education, Work Prevention of Abuse, and Mental Health) for the 2008 CDBG Public Service Grants, as recommended, recognizing that the funds often times fluctuate depending on the current budgetary situations; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Council Member Turner commented that citizens had consistently expressed to the Council the importance of neighborhood stabilization and he inquired why the HRC had not placed more emphasis regarding this concern in their priorities for the 2008 funding year.

Chairperson Dianna Joseph explained that this issue had been discussed and the committee felt that self-sufficiency programs were targeted for the needy citizens of the community and leaned toward neighborhood stabilization.  She added that the HRC application referred to neighborhood stabilization which was part of the self-sufficiency programs.  

Motion to approve the priorities of 1.) Children & Youth Services and 2.) Self-sufficiency Programs (Education, Work Prevention of Abuse, and Mental Health) for the 2008 CDBG Public Service Grants, as recommended, recognizing that the funds often times fluctuated depending on the current budgetary situations was approved by  roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

C. Establish PRIORITIES for the 2008 EMERGENCY SHELTER GRANT FUNDS; 

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the establishment of priorities for the 2008 Emergency Shelter Grant Funds, per the list; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

D. Approve the HRC 2008 APPLICATION SCHEDULE and PROCESS.
Council Member Nichting moved to approve the HRC 2008 Application Schedule and Process; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

Chairperson Joseph thanked the City Council for their support and she said she would be available to answer any questions the Council might have in the future.
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CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE, for the City of 

Peoria, with Recommendations as Outlined:

(07-374)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works

 *
Requesting Approval to CONTRACT with PEORIA METRO CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. for STRUCTURAL REPAIRS for the JEFFERSON STREET AND TWIN TOWERS PARKING DECKS, in the Amount of $738,437.00.
(07-375)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 

 **
Growth Management Requesting Approval of a RESOLUTION Amending Resolution No. 05-663, the PRELIMINARY PLAN of GRAND PRAIRIE APARTMENTS (Formerly Lofts at Grand Prairie), a Multi-Family Development Located North of U.S. Route 150, West of Illinois Route 91, Along the East Side of Orange Prairie Road, Identified as Parcel Identification Number 13-02-351-001, with Conditions.
(07-376)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of the MFT RESOLUTIONS NO. 07-376, in the Total Amount of $40,000.00 for BUILDING DEMOLITION and DRIVEWAY APPROACH RELOCATION at 1931 WEST FORREST HILL AVENUE.  (Refer to Item 07-345)
(07-377)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 

 ***
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Providing for a SPECIAL ASSESSMENT to be Known as the CITY OF PEORIA NORTH ALLEN ROAD INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENT (Between Illinois Route 6 and Alta Road)  Special Assessment Number 2007-A, for Street, Curb, and Gutter, Storm Sewer, Traffic Signalization, and All Related Costs to Such Improvements, and Generally Located on Said Roads Within or Adjacent to Said City for the SÜDS and HUNDMAN DEVELOPMENTS.  (Refer to 07-119)
(07-378)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,159 Amending the CITY OF PEORIA BUDGET for FISCAL YEAR 2007 Relating to the USE of RESTRICTED DONATIONS for the PEORIA ANIMAL WELFARE SHELTER to Purchase Equipment and Provide Training for Animal Control Officers, in the Amount of $60,500.00.
(07-379)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller 

 ****
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending the CITY OF PEORIA BUDGET for FISCAL YEAR 2007 Relating to the SALE of the EDGEWATER BUILDING PROPERTY and DRAINAGE PROGRAM ENHANCEMENT, in the Amount of $140,000.00.
(07-380)
REAPPOINTMENTS by Mayor Jim Ardis to the RENAISSANCE PARK COMMISSION, with Recommendation to Concur:
Dr. William Engelbrecht (Voting) - Term Expires 6/30/2012

Dr. Rodney A. Lorenz (Voting) - Term Expires 6/30/2012

(07-381)
APPOINTMENT AND REAPPOINTMENTS by Mayor Jim Ardis to the SISTER CITY COMMISSION, with Recommendation to Concur:
APPOINTMENT:

Dr. Camille Gibson (Voting) - Term Expires 6/30/2010
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REAPPOINTMENTS:

Mr. John Day (Voting) - Term Expires 6/30/2010

Mr. Timothy L. Elder (Voting) - Term Expires 6/30/2009

Mr. James K. Polk (Voting) - Term Expires 6/30/2009

Mr. Michael E. Quine (Voting) - Term Expires 6/30/2009

Mr. James Richerson (Voting) - Term Expires 6/30/2009

Dr. Joan L. Sattler (Voting) - Term Expires 6/30/2010

Ms. Suzanne Love Smith (Voting) - Term Expires 6/30/2010

Mr. Thomas N. Stanesa (Voting) - Term Expires 6/30/2010

(07-382)
APPOINTMENTS by Mayor Jim Ardis to the SPRINGDALE CEMETERY 
MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY, with Recommendation to Concur:
Mr. Kent A. Rotherham (Voting) - Term Expires on 6/30/2011

Mr. Bruce Thiemann (Voting) - Term Expires on 6/30/2011

(07-383)
REPORT of the CITY TREASURER REGINALD A. WILLIS for the Month of MAY 2007, with Recommendation to Receive and File.
Mayor Ardis questioned if the Council wished to have any of the Consent Agenda items removed for further discussion. 

Council Member Sandberg requested that Item Nos. 07-374, 07-375 and 07-377 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion. 

Council Member Spears requested that Item No. 07-379 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion. 

Council Member Montelongo moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Jacob.

Item Nos. 07-374 through 07-383 (excluding Item Nos. 07-374, 07-375, 07-377, and 

07-379 which were removed for further discussion) were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

(07-374)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works

 *
Requesting Approval to CONTRACT with PEORIA METRO CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. for STRUCTURAL REPAIRS for the JEFFERSON STREET AND TWIN TOWERS PARKING DECKS, in the Amount of $738,437.00.
Council Member Sandberg expressed concern that thirty-four proposals were sent out and the City only received two responses.  He pointed out that there was a difference of 24% between the two bids received, and he said he felt the City needed to review information from additional bidders.  He said based on the lack of bidding response he could not support this recommendation.  

Steve Myers explained that the City sent out a large number of bid proposals primarily because there was a lot of subcontractor work to be done on this project.  He said twenty-five individual firms attended the pre-bid meeting, including two highly recommended local firms that did not respond to the City.  

City Manager Randy Oliver pointed out that there was a performance bond for this particular project.
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In response to Council Member Sandberg’s inquiry regarding whether or not the City should rebid this item in an effort to get additional biddings, Director of Public Works Steve Van Winkle said he did not feel the City would receive any significant difference in bidding responses if this item was re-bid.  He said the City made a special effort regarding the accuracy of the engineer’s estimate, which was legitimate, and he expressed concern that the City might not receive bids as competitive in the future.  Director Van Winkle encouraged the Council to support the recommendation.  

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the contract with Peoria Metro Construction Co., Inc. for structural repairs for the Jefferson Street and Twin Towers parking decks, in the amount of $738,437.00; seconded by Council Member Gulley.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
Sandberg, Van Auken – 2.

(07-375)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 

 **
Growth Management Requesting Approval of a RESOLUTION Amending Resolution No. 05-663, the PRELIMINARY PLAN of GRAND PRAIRIE APARTMENTS (Formerly Lofts at Grand Prairie), a Multi-Family Development Located North of U.S. Route 150, West of Illinois Route 91, Along the East Side of Orange Prairie Road, Identified as Parcel Identification Number 13-02-351-001, with Conditions.
Council Member Sandberg explained that State Highways 150 and 91 did not provide walking services for pedestrians.  He said the area bounded by these two highways included a huge shopping center, hotels, nursing homes, and apartments that encouraged more pedestrians to visit these locations.    

Council Member Sandberg said there was a bike trail currently in the planning process that would only be built under development and approval by IDOT, and IDOT was not supportive of constructing sidewalks along state highways.  He said the felt the City needed to initiate an effort to provide sidewalks for citizens who reside within the City in an effort to prevent needless accidents and deaths.  He encouraged staff to obtain the necessary approvals for the construction of sidewalks on state highways from IDOT or direct the Council to bring this concern to the attention of state officials and have this issue become a legislative agenda item.

Council Member Nichting moved to approve a Resolution amending Resolution No. 05-663, the Preliminary Plan of Grand Prairie Apartments (formerly lofts at Grand Prairie), a Multi-Family development located north of U.S. Route 150, west of Illinois Route 91, along the east side of Orange Prairie Road, identified as Parcel Identification Number 13-02-351-001, with conditions; seconded by Council Member Montelongo.

Council Member Gulley said he felt the need for sidewalks on state roads was a City-wide problem, and he suggested that Staff schedule a meeting with IDOT to discuss the shortage of sidewalks on roads managed by IDOT and implement a plan to resolve this problem.

Mayor Ardis suggested that the Council consider scheduling a policy discussion regarding this issue.  

In discussion with Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes, Council Member Sandberg determined there was a requirement in the City’s subdivision ordinance to put in sidewalks.  She said the City had developed a bike/walk trail for that particular portion of the City that allowed people to walk to and from their homes and places of business or recreation.   
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City Manager Randy Oliver said he felt IDOT needed some assistance from their policy makers indicating that this is a priority.  He encouraged the Council to communicate with the policy makers to meet with the Secretary of Transportation in an effort to reach a solution to this problem.  

Motion to approve RESOLUTION NO. 07-375 amending Resolution No. 05-663, the Preliminary Plan of Grand Prairie Apartments (formerly lofts at Grand Prairie), a Multi-Family development located north of U.S. Route 150, west of Illinois Route 91, along the east side of Orange Prairie Road, identified as Parcel Identification Number 13-02-351-001, with conditions was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

(07-384)
REQUEST to DIRECT COUNCIL MEMBER SANDBERG TO MEET WITH IDOT OFFICIALS and CITY LEGISLATORS Regarding the IMPLEMENTATION of WALKING FACILITIES Along STATE HIGHWAYS 

Council Member Nichting said he supported the existence of hiking/biking trails and sidewalks on state highways, and he said he felt it was important to have an elected official represent the entire City and present that request to state officials.  

Council Member Nichting moved to direct Council Member Sandberg to meet with IDOT officials and the City’s legislators to initiate a policy change to have hiking/biking trails and sidewalks constructed on state highways; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

(07-377)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 

 ***
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Providing for a SPECIAL ASSESSMENT to be Known as the CITY OF PEORIA NORTH ALLEN ROAD INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENT (Between Illinois Route 6 and Alta Road)  Special Assessment Number 2007-A, for Street, Curb, and Gutter, Storm Sewer, Traffic Signalization, and All Related Costs to Such Improvements, and Generally Located on Said Roads Within or Adjacent to Said City for the SÜDS and HUNDMAN DEVELOPMENTS.  (Refer to 07-119)
Council Member Sandberg said the City had proposed a bike/walk trail that would tie into Kellar Branch, and he pointed out that residents would not be utilizing the Kellar Branch to reach businesses in that area, which was of serious concern to him, and he said he felt the City needed to provide sidewalks for pedestrians in that location.  

In response to Council Member Sandberg’s concern, Council Member Nichting stated that this issue had been addressed in a previous meeting between himself, Senator Risinger, and the State of Illinois Director and Secretary of Transportation.  He explained that IDOT’s five-year plan for the widening and improvements of Allen Road North of Route 6 included the availability to provide a service for pedestrians to commute on Allen Road, from the beginning of Townline North to the Rock Island Trail. 
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Council Member Nichting moved to adopt an Ordinance providing for a Special Assessment to be known as the City of Peoria North Allen Road Intersection Improvement (between Illinois Route 6 and Alta Road) Special Assessment Number 2007-A, for street, curb, and gutter, storm sewer, traffic signalization, and all related costs to such improvements, and generally located on said roads within or adjacent to said City for the SÜDS and Hundman Developments; seconded by Council Member Jacob.

ORDINANCE NO. 16,160 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
Sandberg – 1.

(07-379)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller 

 ****
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending the CITY OF PEORIA BUDGET for FISCAL YEAR 2007 Relating to the SALE of the EDGEWATER BUILDING PROPERTY and *DRAINAGE PROGRAM ENHANCEMENT, in the Amount of $140,000.00.
Following some brief comments, Council Member Spears moved that the $140,000.00 received from the sale of the Edgewater Building be placed in the General Fund until the Council held a policy discussion regarding how the Council wished to use these funds, or to let the amount remain in the General Fund; seconded by Council Member Gulley.   

Motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 16,161, as amended, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

* Clerk’s Note:    As a result of the amendment, the title was changed to Increase the General  

                           Fund Balance.

REQUEST TO MOVE AGENDA ITEM

Following a brief explanation, Council Member Manning moved to move Presentation No. 3 listed after New Business forward on the Council Agenda regarding the 2006 Audited Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (Audit) Presentation by Helen Barrick of Clifton Gunderson, LLP, so this item could be handed at this time; seconded by Council Member 

Van Auken. 

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
Sandberg - 1.

(07-385)
PRESENTATION by HELEN BARRICK of CLIFTON GUNDERSON, LLP, of the 2006 AUDITED COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT (AUDIT) for the City of Peoria, with Recommendation to Receive and File.
Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Ms. Helen Barrick, Partner at Clifton Gunderson, LLP.

Ms. Helen Barrick, Partner at Clifton Gunderson LLP, introduced Ms. Carla Paschal, Senior Manager at Clifton Gunderson.  Ms. Barrick said documents had been previously distributed to the City Council which included the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the year ended December 31, 2006, a Management Letter related to the 2006 Audit, the Auditor’s Responsibility Letter, and various reports related to Federal Funding, a/k/a the Single Audit.  
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Ms. Barrick said again this year the opinion related to the financial statements was unqualified, and she said, as in the past, she did not audit the financial statements of the Firemen’s’ and Police Pensions Funds or the Foreign Fire Insurance Board.  

Ms. Barrick pointed out that the management’s discussion and analysis which followed the opinion in the financial statements included much of the data that explained how the financial statements roll up, and also served as a synopsis of year-end results of operation. 

Ms. Barrick gave an overview of the Recast Data from Statement of Activities.  She pointed out that Total Revenues for 2006 amounting to $160,502,606 was a consolidation of all City funds with the exception of the fiduciary funds, and increased $9,500,769 over 2005.  

Ms. Barrick said Program Revenues showed an increase of $1,943,153 from 2005 to 2006.  She said of the $1,050,929 increase in Charges for Services, Police Fees increased by approximately $550,000, due to the imposition of the impoundment fee for drugs and weapons charges, DUI suspended licenses and the vehicle impoundment fee pertaining to towed vehicles.  Additionally, Ms. Barrick said the other major category that increased about $500,000 consisted of reimbursements for health insurance from various departments, retirees and other employees.   

Ms. Barrick explained that operating grants and contributions increased $467,000, and Police Grants decreased $1,055,000 from 2005.  She said in 2005 the City had a Homeland Security Grant in the amount of $1 million and in 2006 the City had community development grants that increased $1,009,000.  She explained that Capital Grants and Contributions increased $424,545, which fluctuated as a result of the 2005 grants pertaining to IDOT for Charter Oak Road and the Kellar Branch Rail Improvements, and a substantial portion of the 2006 grant reflected funds related to the Election Commission Grant, and additional Library Grants.  

Ms. Barrick pointed out that the total expenses for 2006 increased $35,199,254 over 2005, and the most significant portion of that increase reflected an approximate increase of $21 million related to the expenses pertaining to the construction of the Peoria Civic Center.  She said there were changes in non-capitalizable projects within other projects funds, which was the money that came from the various bond issues, along with changes in contracts and grants and subsidies within the community development funds, along with an increase in contracts in the Workforce Development Funds.

Ms. Barrick said overall, salaries, including year-end accrual bonuses, increased approximately $3 million from $55.1 million to $58.1 million.  She said Police and Fire Levy contributions increased from $5,600,000 in 2005 to $7,021,000 in 2006, and contributions to IMRF increased from $5,475,000 to $5,828,000, and these increases were offset by more than $700,000 in medical insurance costs.  

Ms. Barrick pointed out that depreciation on the City’s fixed assets increased over $6 million.

She said infrastructure had not been included until this year, and the City listed it as fixed assets.  She explained that when it was listed as fixed assets, it would start depreciating and the portion of that depreciation increase was reflected in this year.  

Ms. Barrick said the overall change in the City’s Net Assets was $19,861,838, and with the additions and changes in infrastructure, the amount of Net Assets amounted to $115,647,644. 

Ms. Barrick pointed out that an increase in Public Works Costs was reflected by the cost of fuel, refuse collection costs, and equipment for snow removal in December.  She said the City had a net increase of revenues over expenditures in the amount of $16,733,454.  She explained that a majority of the transfers out listed in the Other Financing Sources column were to serve as debt or were transferred to capital improvements funds to finance planned projects.  She said there was a net increase in the General Fund in the amount of $3,988,079, which increased the amount of the City’s Fund Balance.  
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Ms. Barrick explained that $1,848,000 of the $29,276,783 listed as End of Year fund balance was legally restricted for special purposes, and she pointed out that the City had designated that $18,691,000 of the $29,276,783 be used for various special purposes. She said the General Fund for 2006, was up from 7.5% in 2005 and 6.1% in 2004.  

Ms. Barrick said the City had indicated previously in its General Fund Balance Policy that there was a need to maintain a position to meet unanticipated occurrences, and had stipulated they would like to attain a fund balance with an average of three months of operational expenditures after allowing for other designated purposes, which amounted to approximately $20,270,000 based on the 2006 numbers.

Ms. Barrick said the City’s General Fund was in a good financial condition, which was aided by an increase that resulted in an unpredictable growth that occurred from some economic taxes.  And as always, Ms. Barrick advised the City to continue to monitor the fund balance regarding future expenditures and costs.

Council Member Manning moved to receive and file the Presentation by Helen Barrick of Clifton Gunderson, LLP, of the 2006 Audited Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (Audit) for the City of Peoria; seconded by Council Member Spain.        

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
(07-386)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Support and Approval to Forward to the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) the REQUEST from the YWCA OF PEORIA for a WAIVER FROM THE FEDERAL LEAD BASED PAINT REGULATIONS, with Conditions, and MODIFY the GLEN-MOR AGREEMENT, as Outlined.
Following a brief comment, Council Member Gulley moved to approve to forward to the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) the request from the YWCA of Peoria for a waiver from the Federal lead based paint regulations, with conditions, and modify the Glen-Mor Agreement; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Council Member Van Auken expressed concern regarding elderly citizens that occupied these units that were visited by grandchildren that might be exposed to lead base paint hazards.  She said she could not support a waiver until the City was assured that this was a safe development and was consistent in following the requirements for dealing with lead base paint.  

In discussion with Assistant Director of Planning and Growth Management Ross Black, Council Member Sandberg determined that the State of Illinois ranked No. 1 in the United States regarding lead base concerns, and the County of Peoria was ranked No. 1 in the state of Illinois with regard to lead base paint hazard notification.  

Council Member Sandberg said he felt the City needed to enforce a public policy to minimize the risk of lead base damage for future generations, and he would not be supporting the recommendation.  

Council Member Turner inquired if the waiver was not approved, how would this affect the financial condition of the YWCA. 

Assistant Director Black said in terms of the Federal regulations, if a home funded project did not move forward and be completed, the City would be liable to repay the entire amount of the project to HUD.
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Following some comments regarding this project, Council Member Gulley requested the Privilege of the Floor for Ms. Pam Schubach. 

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Ms. Pam Schubach.

Ms. Pam Schubach, Executive Director of the YWCA, explained that there were errors made in the process of getting the property ready for utilization, which they were working to resolve.  She  said their target group had been approved by the YWCA’s HUD funding sources to serve single adult females with a disabling condition, and carried forward the YWCA’s intent to supply permanent housing for those in need at this site.  She said the waiver would allow them to move forward.

In discussion with Ms. Schubach regarding the amount of repayment to the government by the City, Council Member Manning determined that if the project did not move forward, the estimated cost the City would need to repay to the government would amount to $120,000 for the purchase price and approximately $42,000 for the removal of the porches.  

In response to Council Member Manning regarding who was responsible for repayment of the funds, Assistant Director Black explained that if the project did not move forward, HUD would hold the City responsible for repayment of the funds.  He said the contract between the City and the YWCA stated if the agreement was violated and terminated then the City could request repayment from the sub-recipient, which would be the YWCA, and then repay the funds to HUD.  

Director of Planning and Growth Pat Landes clarified that Mr. Black had initially discovered the problems and the City immediately began monitoring the problem.  She said had the City not identified the problem and made an effort to correct the situation, HUD would have eventually identified the problem and the City would have been totally responsible.  Director Landes said the City initiated plans to work with the YWCA and HUD to resolve the issue.  

In further discussion between Council Member Manning and Director Schubach, it was determined that the YWCA had hired an architectural firm to assume responsibility as project manager for the site, and when HUD approved that the targeted use for this project would be single adult individuals, specific regulatory regulations regarding lead base paint assessment or abatement were not required, and since the regulatory requirement in the contract pertained to family occupancy and the site targeted single adult individuals, the assumption was made that the regulatory requirements did not apply to the site, and construction was started.      

In response to Council Member Manning, Assistant Director Black explained that any additional financial cost to remedy the situation for the YWCA would be for the testing of soil around the building and the mitigation of any lead paint found in that soil, and until those tests were completed it would be difficult to determine an exact cost amount.   

Assistant Director Black explained that the City had a twenty-year affordability period attached to this development and the agreement would be modified to indicate that during this twenty-year period the population could not include children as residents in these units.  He further clarified that if a child’s blood lead level tested high, the Health Department would investigate the situation, and if it was determined that the child received lead poisoning in one of the units on the site, then the Health Department could initiate the mitigation of that unit regardless of the agreement between the City and the YWCA.  

Council Member Manning said because of previous incidents that had occurred on this site and the current existing problems, he would not be supporting the recommendation.  

In response to Council Member Jacob, Director Schubach explained that the YWCA did not monitor visitors to the site on a 24-7 hour basis, but did provide on-going case management for residents occupying the units.  
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Following discussion with Assistant Director Black regarding the issue of lead base mitigation pertaining to the project, Council Member Spears said he would not be supporting this item.

Council Member Gulley reiterated that the approval of the waiver would require testing to be done on the soil on the exterior of the building, and payment of those costs would be the responsibility of the YWCA, and any mitigation would be completed at no cost to the City.

He added that that approval of the waiver did not include a HUD requirement for tests to be performed in the interior portion of the building.  

Motion to approve to move forward to the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) the request from the YWCA of Peoria for a waiver from the Federal lead based paint regulations, with conditions, and modify the Glen-Mor Agreement was approved by roll call vote.  

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Nichting, Spain, Turner, Mayor Ardis – 6;

Nays:
Manning, Montelongo, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken – 5.

(07-387)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending Ordinance 15,392, the FINAL PLAN of TRAILCREEK ESTATES CONDOMINIUM, by Adding SEVEN DWELLING UNITS AND TWENTY-THREE PARKING SPACES to the Multi-Family Development Located North of Bethany Way, South of Pioneer Parkway, West of Knoxville Avenue at the End of Trailcreek Drive, Identified as Parcel Identification Number 14-08-206-016, with Conditions.

Following a brief explanation, Council Member Nichting moved to adopt the Ordinance amending Ordinance 15,392, the Final Plan of Trailcreek Estates Condominium, by adding seven dwelling units and twenty-three parking spaces to the multi-family development located north of Bethany Way, south of Pioneer Parkway, west of Knoxville Avenue at the end of Trailcreek Drive, identified as parcel identification number 14-08-206-016; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.

ORDINANCE NO. 16,162 Amending Ordinance No. 15,392, with conditions, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(07-337)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting Adoption of an  ORDINANCE Amending CHAPTER 18 of the Code of the City of Peoria Pertaining to the PURCHASE of RECYCLABLE METALS, with Recommendation to Either TABLE THIS ITEM or DEFER THIS ITEM Until NOVEMBER 27, 2007.

Council Member Gulley moved to Table this item; seconded by Council Member Nichting.

Motion to TABLE was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

Clerk’s Note:    See note on Page 28175.
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(07-366)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting Adoption of One of the Following:

A.
Recommendation from the Zoning Commission to Adopt an ORDINANCE Granting a SPECIAL USE in a Class C-1 (General Commercial) District for a BEER GARDEN for Property Located at 426 E. WAR MEMORIAL DRIVE, with a CLOSING TIME of 1:00 A.M.;

B.
Recommendation from City Staff to Adopt an ORDINANCE Granting a SPECIAL USE in a Class C-1 (General Commercial) District for a BEER GARDEN for Property Located at 426 E. WAR MEMORIAL DRIVE, with a CLOSING TIME of 12:00 A.M.

Following a brief explanation, Council Member Manning moved to defer this item for two weeks until the July 24, 2007 Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Turner.  

Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and was prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Motion to DEFER this item until July 24, 2007 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None;

Abstentions:
Jacob – 1.

NEW BUSINESS

ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING CITY CLEAN-UP PROJECT IN THE CITY’S CENTER BLUFF AREA SCHEDULED FOR JULY 21, 2007

Council Member Van Auken announced that the Mayor’s Litter Committee under the direction of Mr. Pierz would be sponsoring another clean-up project in the City’s Center Bluff areas between Sheridan and University, and from McClure to Hanssler on Saturday morning, July 21, 2007, from 8:30 – 11:00 A.M.  She said lunch would be provided and interested volunteers should meet at 8:30 A.M. on that date at the Baptist Church on Nebraska.  

(07-337) ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING PARTNERSHIPS BETWEEN LOCAL SCRAP 

                       YARDS AND THE CITY OF PEORIA 

Council Member Gulley advised the Council that there were ongoing plans to establish a partnership between local scrap yards and the City of Peoria to address the issue of recyclable metals in an effort to resolve the problem.  He recognized the firms of Midland Davis/Erlichman, A. Miller & Company and Behr Peoria, Inc. for their support and he stated that these firms would be implementing individual self-imposed programs within the next three months to address the issue of copper and aluminum vandalism that has occurred in the City.  

Council Member Gulley said he would also like to acknowledge Mr. Frank Lewis for all his hard work and commitment to the community.

Clerk’s Note:   See Page 28174

ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING THE 2007 SPECIAL CENSUS

Council Member Nichting said the last Special Census occurred in 2004 and since that time an additional 5,200 people have been added to the City’s population along with the additional construction of 2,200 homes in various areas of the community.  He said these additions have brought in over $3 million to the City since 2004.  He said the City was in the process of 
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planning a Special Census for 2007, and had estimated an additional 2,200 people would be counted in that census due to the amount of permits for new homes filed at the City, which would bring in an additional $600,000 plus over the next three years.  He said the City was in the process of hiring temporary help to work full-time for 20 to 25 hours per week at $12.50 per hour.  He said interested parties needed to file an application with Human Resources, Room 201 in City Hall.  He said these applicants would provide a great benefit to themselves and the community.  

ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING VANDALISM INCIDENT IN THE CITY’S NORTH-END

Council Member Jacob expressed concern regarding an incident where vandals cut down flags in one of the City’s north-end neighborhoods a few days prior to July 4th.  He said the Neighborhood Association immediately contacted Mr. John Blasek, owner of Peoria Flag & Decorating, who donated several hundred dollars of truck and staff time to replace the flags before the July 4th holiday.   He thanked Mr. Blasek and his employees for their generosity and hard work.  

ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING MAINTENANCE OF WEEDS ALONG CITY STREETS

Council Member Jacob said he would like the Public Works Department to address the issue of weed growth in some of the major areas in the City and place additional focus on maintaining this problem, which he felt presented a negative impact on the City.  He requested feed-back from citizens who were dealing with this problem in their neighborhoods.  

ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING ROCK, PAPER, SCISSORS TOURNAMENT TO BE HELD AT LAKEVIEW MUSEUM ON JULY 13, 2007

Mayor Ardis announced that a rock, paper and scissors tournament was scheduled to be held at the Lakeview Museum, 1125 W. Lake Avenue in Peoria on Friday, July 13, 2007, in an effort to set a Guinness World Record.   He said the organization would like to solicit help from the community.  Mayor Ardis said registration begins at 5:00 P.M. on July 13th, and preparation and instructions would be at 5:30 P.M., and he invited all interested parties to participate, and at least 1,000 people would be needed.   Mayor Ardis added that entertainment would be provided by the Illinois Central Jazz Train at the AmerenCilco Summer Serenade at 7:00 P.M.

PRESENTATIONS

(07-388) 
PRESENTATION by MUSEUM Regarding PROPOSED CHANGES to the PEORIA/MUSEUM BLOCK REDEVELOPMENT and ESTABLISH a DATE FOR ACTION on PROPOSED CHANGES to the AGREEMENT.
Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes distributed a Resolution from the Heart of Peoria Commission regarding changes to the Museum Square along with a copy of the July 6, 2007 Heart of Peoria Commission Proceedings containing discussion and possible action on the Museum Square Redesign to all members of the City Council.  

A handout regarding the overview presentation by the Museum was provided to the City Clerk.

Council Member Turner said he would be abstaining from discussion and voting regarding this item due to his employment with Caterpillar, one of the participants in the project.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Mr. Jim Richerson.

Mr. Jim Richerson, President/CEO for Lakeview Museum and Project Leader for the Museum Collaboration Group for the creation of the Peoria Riverfront Museum, stated that planning for this project began seven years ago, and has involved hundreds of people to move it forward.  He said the core goals of the Museum were to deliver learning experiences, quality of life, and economic development. He explained that the request for an amendment to the City of Peoria 
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regarding the Museum agreement consisted of three issues; 1) to change the date from September 30, 2007, to November 30, 2008 for the Museum and Caterpillar for preliminary closings and deliveries that included design concepts, construction contracts, museum financing and budgets; 2) to change the date from December 31, 2007, to December 31, 2008, for the project closing; and 3) to change the size specification from approximately 95,000 square feet for the Museum to a minimum of 80,000 square feet.

Mr. Richerson gave a slide presentation explaining that the request for a time extension related to the fact that financial institutions received allocations from the U.S. Treasury in October, and entity credits from financial institutions would be completed in the first quarter of 2008.   He said rising costs for construction, exhibits, architect’s fees and other related costs estimated the total cost of the building would be $56.2 million, and in an effort to maintain our $65 million overall budget, changes had been requested to allow for ambitious program and exhibit plans.  

Mr. Richerson said in order to construct a building that would be operationally sustainable after its opening, it was necessary to scale back the size, and he described how that would be accomplished.  He said the proposed change in design was needed to reflect the actual inside usable space needed for certain areas, which amounted to 58,000 square feet.  

Mr. Richerson described the Museum Square site plan and how the explicit design shapes of the buildings blended in with the surrounding areas, including the Riverfront area.  He described the location of all facilities on the various levels of the Museum, and he pointed out individual parking locations and he referred to them as “open friendly” parking facilities.  

Mr. Richerson provided visual displays describing certain concepts of the Museum and how the buildings connected to the Illinois River.  He pointed out that the various components of the project, including the Museum, Caterpillar’s visitor center and parking facility, NMTC fees/financing, site value, other parking areas and the Water Street upgrade, brought the total project cost to $133 million, and 63% of the funding of this $133 million pledge was already in place.  
In conclusion, Mr. Richerson described the Museum Square Project schedule, and said with the successful fundraising accomplished by the first quarter of 2008, the grand openings would be in January 2011, and he requested approval of the amendment at the July 24th Council Meeting in an effort to keep the project schedule on schedule.  He expressed his thanks to the Mayor and Council for allowing him to make the presentation.

Council Member Gulley moved to establish a date for action on proposed changes to the 

agreement and that date would be July 24, 2007; seconded by Council Member Montelongo.

Council Member Gulley said he felt it was appropriate for the Council to move forward with the July 24th date because there had been previous discussion and meetings regarding this issue, and there were deadlines and meeting objectives that needed to be met. 

Council Member Van Auken expressed concern that the Council communication included a request from a fellow Council Member explaining that he would not be available for the July 24th meeting and asked that the Council extend him the courtesy of deferring this item until the August 14th when he would be in attendance.  She questioned that a three-week deferral might not have a serious impact on future deadlines and meetings.  She said she would not be supporting the July 24th deferral date.   

Council Member Sandberg said he had notified the Council regarding the change from 95,000 square feet to 80,000 square feet, and he said he felt this was a big amount.  He said he pointed out that there were deadline problems and other concerns that needed further discussion, and he said he advised the staff that he wanted to be present for that discussion. He said he notified the Staff and the Council that he would not be able to attend the July 24th meeting, and would be available on July 31st.  He asked the Council to extend him the courtesy of deferring this item to a date that he would be available to attend the meeting.    
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Council discussion was held regarding a possible date to reschedule this item that would accommodate all of the Council Members.  

RECESS

The City Council recessed at 8:45 P.M.

RECONVENING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

The City Council reconvened at 8:49 P.M.

City Clerk Mary Haynes noted the following Council Members physically present: Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;  Absent:  None.

Mayor Ardis explained that due to the fact that Council Member Sandberg had stated in advance that he would not be available to attend the July 24, 2007, Regular City Council Meeting, and because Council Member Sandberg would not be able to attend the meeting on an electronic basis, the Council was granting special consideration that the deferral not be scheduled for July 24, 2007.  

Council Member Gulley moved for a substitution motion to defer the Presentation regarding the Proposed Changes to the Peoria/Museum Block Redevelopment until the August 14, 2007 Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.

Motion to DEFER until August 14, 2007, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
Jacob – 1;

Abstentions:
Turner – 1. 

(07-389)
PRESENTATION by the PEORIA PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD Regarding the STATUS of EXPANSION PLANS, with Request to Receive and File.
Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Mr. Michael McKenzie and Mr. Ed Szynaka from the Peoria Public Library.

Mr. Michael McKenzie, President of the Peoria Public Library Board, explained that the Library staff and Library Building Committee had been directed by the Library Board to develop an evaluation process to determine who would be hired to assist them with the expansion project, which was an important part of moving forward with this project.  He stated this process initially was done hastily, and the committee decided to restart the entire process from the beginning. He said the committee had initiated the selection process by developing a request for qualifications and a list of vendors to submit the requests to.  He said the qualifications selection process was established by the American Institute of Architects as part of that procedure.  

Council Member Manning stated that research had shown that libraries across the country were being greatly utilized, and he inquired if that was the trend for the City of Peoria library. 

Mr. Ed Szynaka, Director of the Peoria Public Library, said he felt the City libraries were being utilized like they were stuck in the 1960’s.  He said one of the Library’s goals was to ensure the hours of service were provided equally in all the facilities and to establish hours that would accommodate the public.  

In discussion with Director Szynaka regarding library hours, Council Member Manning determined that the quality of service in terms of more accommodating hours for the public was an important area that would be improved with this project.  
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Mr. Szynaka explained that the main library served the entire City and was a back-up for all services occurring in the branch libraries.  He said a space had been allocated for children’s services in the downtown facility; and because there were very few family residential homes near the downtown facility, he said his recommendation for the new project would be to locate the children’s services in the branch libraries where they would be more utilized.  

Mr. Szynaka explained that the Library’s intention to move the project forward was premature, and mistakes were made regarding how the process was handled.  He said with additional information from their guidebook and direction from Council Member Sandberg, Council Liaison for the Library Board, the Library committee went back and started over with a more professional process than previously had been put in place.  

Council Member Sandberg explained that the programming phase that had been restarted was the most critical and important part of the project.  He said during this phase, decisions were made regarding where the programs for the various locations would be established.  He said the Library did not have the staff capacity to undergo a major construction remodeling process, and the committee was exploring alternative solutions to assist them in finalizing some of the necessary steps and help in the selection process.  

In response to Council Member Nichting’s inquiry regarding what plans the Library had to increase both the public’s use of Library services and educational opportunities throughout the entire community, Mr. McKenzie reaffirmed that a major part of the expansion plan would be to improve the Library’s hours and make them more accommodating for public use.

Mr. Szynaka explained that the plans included the expansion of the Lincoln Branch Library by merging staff members from other Southside libraries which would allow the Lincoln Branch to extend their hours of use, and would have a collection of materials and tools available to the public that were not currently available in the other locations.
Council Member Nichting stated for the record that these substantial changes internally on how the Library would operate towards the advancement of the community, the results would be the same as they currently were after investing the $35 million, of which the City would be held accountable.  He added the City would then hold the Library Board accountable for their decisions.  
Mr. Szynaka discussed the advantages regarding public use of computers and the internet, and he said these tools had opened up a tremendous amount of data that was not previously available.  
In discussion with Mr. Szynaka regarding the Library’s operating budget, Council Member Jacob determined that the Library Board did not anticipate increasing staff members and the newer buildings would assist in controlling energy issues.  He further determined that the Library Board would not seek any type of rate increase upon completion of the project.  
Council Member Sandberg pointed out that part of the final package that would be presented to the Council prior to any discussion regarding bond issues would include projected costs for operational expenses.   

Council Member Manning moved to receive and file the presentation by the Peoria Public Library Board regarding the status of expansion plans; seconded by Council Member Gulley.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

Unfinished Bus-A
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CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

(07-390)  
Request for CITIZENS to ADDRESS the CITY COUNCIL Regarding VARIOUS ISSUES.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those citizens wishing to 

address the City Council.

Lavetta Ricca, a Peoria resident, said she felt the July 4th holiday celebrations for 2007 were outstanding and she thanked the South Side Bank, Methodist Hospital and anyone else who contributed to making this holiday special.   

Mr. Frank Rutherford – a Peoria resident, expressed concern regarding the issue of homelessness in the City and he said the problem needed to be addressed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
(07-391)
Requesting Approval of a Motion for the City Council to go into EXECUTIVE SESSION to Discuss 2(c)(11)  Litigation, when an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that such an action is probable or imminent.

Council Member Van Auken moved for the Council to go into Executive Session to Discuss 2(c)(11)  Litigation, when an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that such an action is probable or imminent; seconded by Council Member Spears.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

ADJOURNMENT

Council Member Spain moved to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Sandberg.

Approved by viva voce vote.

The City Council Meeting adjourned at 9:36 P. M.  
_____________________________

Mary L. Haynes, MMC, City Clerk
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